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Mormon Club Houses as Theatres in 
Direct Opposition to Utah's Showmen 


Salt Lake City, Feb. is. 

Churches in direct opposition to 
theatres are to become a reality 
here with the announcement of the 
Mormon elders that they will equip 
a number of their ward houses with 
RCA sound equipment for presen- 
tation of so many pictures per 
month. 

Announcement is the result of ex- 
periments in one settlement house 
and has theatre operators in Utah 
worried. First settlement to be 
equipped with sound projection ran 
a three-day show last week. Fea- 
ture was ‘Just Imagine’ (Fox), with 
Fox News and a cartoon comedy. 
Admission was 15 cents, and in three 
days the performance is reported to 
have grossed $300. 

No License 

Church is operating minus a city 
license or union operators, both 
considered unnecessary by the re- 
ligious organization. Theatre oper- 
ators have protested, but sotto voce, 
as any protestation, they figure, 
would probably bring no action any- 
way. 

There are 80 ward houses spotted 
throughout this city and surround- 
ing communities. They were built 
as social contact clubs for the 
younger members of the congrega- 
tions, and seat about 1,000 each. 


Speaks Seek Trade 
Thru Picture House 
Off Night Gift Gag 


Gift nights, made popular by the 
smaller film theatres, is the latest 
for New York speaks. It’s a drive 
to build business on bad nights. 

New version of the gift thing 
made its appearance as a surprise 
in one of the better known drinkies 
heavily patronized by show people. 
Other similar spots are said to be 
also preparing a gift gag. A prize 
basket, with a half dozen articles, 


costing about $100, is set up as 
the lure. 
Trail blazing place has _ picked 


9 p.m. Mondays as the start. By 
that time people will either be in 
for dinner, or it’s late enough to 
hang around. 


Anti-Depression Blast 

War against depression, a cam- 
paign figured out by the National 
Advertising Association, starts its 
cross-country first blast’ this 
Wednesday (17) through a nation- 
wide radio broadcast. Ether cam- 
paign will be sent out over all NBC 
and CBS stations, plus about 100 
indie stations, through maybe the 
first complete U. S. air hook-up of 


about 250 stations in all. 


Matthew Woll, of the A. F. of| 
head of the | 


L., and Carl 
campaign, will be among the half 
dozen or so speakers. Broadcast 
will be on the air from 1:15 p.m. 
to 2, originating in the offices of 
the Advertising Club on Park Ave. 


Boyer, 








No Hooey—Or Else 


Culver City, Feb. 15. 
Hal Roach contracts with 
kids now bind them to study 
their lessons and regularly at- 
tend school classes arranged 
for them. 
It’s the first time in the his- 
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tory of children in pictures 
that playing hookey from 
school is made a breach of 
contract. 
this corresponds to the moral- 
ity clause in adult contracts. 


WHEN AIMEE IS AWAY 
RIVAL REVIVALISTS PLAY 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 


Taking advantage of Aimee Sem- 
ple MacPherson Hutton’s absence 
from L. A. on her honeymoon, 
Gypsy Smith and Paul Rader, big 
time evangelists, have started a 
series of campaigns. 

Most touring evangelists have 
skipped this town, figuring the Mac- 
Pherson opposition too tough. Any 
time a visiting holy roller got 
started here, Aimee would build up 
her show and add so many features 
to her services that the intruder had 
to fold his tent and flee. 


Present situation has Rader and 
Smith opposing each other in the 
downtown section. Each is in for 
a three weeks’ stay, the period that 
Aimee is expected to be away from 
in A 

During Aimee’s absence her pul- 
pit at Angelus Temple is being filled 
by volunteer workers, coached in 
her type of work at the Temple’s 
missionary school. 











Town Offers Free Labor 
For Theatre Construction 


Moravia, N. Y., Feb. 15. 

Film-starved Moravians, showless 
since last May, when the town’s 
only theatre was destroyed by fire, 
will work free for any showman who 
will erect a new playhouse here. 

Picture-minded residents are cir- 
culating petitions in which the sign- 
ers bind themselves to give three 


| 
For the youngsters 
| 
| 





days’ work free to anyone who will 
return pictures to the town. More 
than 100 craftsmen, including car- 
penters, plumbers, masons, painters 
and general] laborers have thus far 
signed. 


$300 JAGUAR FOR $50 


a 


Dallas, Feb. 15. 
Depresh retrenchment is forcing 
Houston to cut down on the zoo 


Gulf town’s posting a bargain sa.e| 


for circuses and carnies on mon-| 
keys, ring-tailed cats, and what- | 
not. 

Price list includes 


that goes for 50 berries, a year-old 


$300 jaguai 
| 
elk, anybody's for $75. . 
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TO BEAT ETHER’ 
”-WAY GOIN GRAB 


Newspapers Ripe For Pic- 
ture Publicity—Want to 
Stimulate Theatre Attend- 
ance as Part of Campaign 
to Weaken Radio Audi- 
ence—Theatres Help Lo- 
cal Merchants — Bring 
Money Downtown 





STAY - AT-HOME HABIT) 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

A common enemy —radio—is 
drawing the daily press and pic- 
tures closer together. 

Radio detached part of the Amer- 
ican film audience by inculcating or 
strengthening stay-at-home habits. 

This missing film audience be- 
came a great advertising audience 
and in turn detached a part of the 
newspaper’s audience and revenue. 

Most publishers regard the $34,- 
000,000 spent in 1931 with the two 
air networks as money diverted 
from them. Meanwhile, the pub- 
lishers sympathetically note that 
while their national advertising 


(Continued on page 67) 
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KENNEL LADIES 
SHOCK GARDEN 
SPORT MUGGS 


Madison Square Garden puts on 
the dog for the Westminister Ken- 
nel Club Show, snootiest event of 
the sporting year. The chameleon 
arena—temple of tanbark, rostrum 
of wrestling, home of the cauli- 
flower ear—changes overnight into 
a shrine of the aristocracy of Dog- 
dom, 

Familiar faces of the dese-dems- 
and-dose followers of mugg sports 


vanish from the side-lines. Their | 
places are taken by very proper, 
very tweedy, awf'ly refined fanciers, 
of pedigreed pups. Diminishing 


echoes of ‘Take the bum out,’ ‘Get 
(Continued on page 53) 


Chi Checkroom Union 
Chicago, Feb. 15. 
Attempt is being made to union- 


|ize the local legit checkroom help. 


This is one branch of the plan to 
organize all the check personnel 
throughout the town, taking in res- 


| taurants, clubs, dancehall spots, etc. 


Several restaurants have already 
started their fight against the em- 
bryo union. 
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Pan’s Wire 





Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

{ At the John Considine, Jr., 
bachelor dinner Friday night 
(12), the prospective husband 
of Carmen Pantages received 
a wire reading: 

‘The Greeks had a word for 
your father, but Postal won't 
let me use it.’ 

Alexander Pantages. 

Years ago the senior Con- 
sidine’s. cirtuit, Sullivan & 
Considine, was in bitter com- 
petition with Pantages’ vaude- 
ville string, but no one knows 
whether Pan actually sent the 
wire. 




















MOTHER AND CHILD AT 
$4 PER DAY ON COAST 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Panhandlers, vexed by recent low 
grosses, have started dramatizing 
their approach. Several of .the 
more enterprising have discovered 
that they can afford to hire a wom- 
an and babe in arms at $4 a day 
as the increased gross pays the 
overhead and provides a nice profit. 
Public, grown weary and suspici- 
ous of the constant small touches, 
respond with old time sympathy 
for the harrowing spectacle of the 
panhandler’s bogus wife and des- 
titute infant Panhandler always 
sees to it that the woman he hires 
looks frowsy and anemic. 

Regular eight-hour day is the 
rule. Division is five hours down- 

(Continued on page 53) 


Big N. Y. Hotels Fight 
Drys to Kill Off Speaks 


As a gesture against prohibition 
the New York hotelmen’s associa- 
tion, comprising the leading hostel- 
ries of Manhattan, is reported going 
to bat with Federal authorities. 
From authoritative sources it was 
stated that head waiters in the 
hotel restaurants will ask diners 
if they desire a cocktail. 

The move is in protest against 
the dry law and against the speak- 
|} easies which have made large in- 
| roads into hotel restaurant busi- 





| ness. 

The drive for more damp condi- 
tions has been carefully prepared 
by the hotel execs who back their 
arguments with statistics. Perti- 
nent to the government is the esti- 
mate that a repeal of the dry law 
would bring to the Federal treasury 
more than $500,000,000 annually. 





Mexico Quiet. and How! 
Mexico City, Feb. 15. 


Censorship continues on ca 
and telegrams, 

Government asserts ‘abso 
tranquility’ obtains in entire coun 





try.’ 
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Custom Made Film Records of Home 
Events Edge Out Old Family Album 


Society around Manhattan is go- 
oing for its own picture making. 
Idea really is to supplant the old 
family album with animated cellu- 
loid. 

Families which still have enough 
coin are having pictures, cither 
silent or sound, taken of their va- 
rious social functions, mostly wed- 
dings. It’s going on practically 
every night of the week, with the 
pictures made and shot by various 
firms going after this kind of busi- 
ness only. 

Like some of the reels themselves, 
the price range covering different 
events is flexible. It’s not so much 
what event is being covered by the 
home news reelers, as it is who's 
concerned in it. The outfits in the 
biz wear out steen copies of the 
Social Register and Bradstreets an- 
nually. 

Wedding at $125 Minimum 

Cheapest anybody can get a rec- 
ord of a wedding or social event is 
$125, with the latter figure good 


(Continued on page 72) 


Fast Talk Lads See 
Chance to Go Decent 
With Academic Films 


Get-rich-quick boys are seeking 
new sources and paying some at- 
tention to visual education. They 
figure academic pictures a bonanza 
and that all they need is equipment 
and some high pressuring of the 
educational boards, 

One New York speakeasy pro- 
prietor is giving film-in-classroom 
prospects his attention. He took a 
day off last week to make inquiry 
of a small equipment manufacturer. 
Said he: 

‘I got a real in with an education 
board. There’s more money show- 
ing pictures in schools than in the- 
atres anyway. I want to get in on 
the ground floor, and if I can Ill 
forget about everything else.’ 


EDISON’S FRIENDS PAY 
FOR BIOGRAPHIC FILM 


Members of the family of the late 
Thomas A. Edison have consented 
to production of a motion picture 
based on the life of the inventor. 
They have given exclusive writing 
rights to John Fish Goodrich, 
Coast screen writer, and Maurice 
ifolland, directing engineer of the 
National Research Council. 

Interested in the venture are also 
eastern capitalists, friends of Edi- 
son, who will back -the picture 
without thought of profit, as a me- 
electrical wizard. 

Tt fis understood that Warner 
Brothe will figure in the produc- 


on and releasing, 
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Special Studio Care Put ‘Clandet 
Over for Her, Explains Helen Hayes 





By CECELIA AGER 


On the stage or screen Helen 
Hayes is a helpless little mite. 
Sometimes she glows with a tiny 
flame of determination, but always 
her wistful characterizations fur- 
ther the popular belief that small 
women are meek in proportion to 
their size and are correspondingly 
in need of protection. Miss Hayes 
completely reverses this theory off 
stage. 

In person Miss Hayes is a dy- 
namo of indignation, a shrewd busi- 
ness woman, a level headed person 
with an exact Knowledge of what 
she wants and the tenacity to get 
it. Like Mary Pickford, for whose 
particular fan following Miss Hayes 
is now a most likely candidate, her 
stature belies her ambition as it 
d_es her theatre-wise intelligence. 

The box office success of ‘Ma- 
delon Claudet,’ Miss Hayes at- 
tributes to two people. Her idea 
is that Charles MacArthur, her hus- 
band, deliberately set out to write 
a story which would put her over 
in pictures and Irving Thalberg, of 
Metro, had faith in it when every 
one else was ready to shelve it and 
ordered the retakes that changed it 
from a potenii2l failure to a pleas- 
ant surprise. Miss Hayes, who has 
said her say about dramatic critics 
in the past, belives the, picture cri- 
tics went awry when they commented 
that she single handedly made the 
picture a success. 


Script Tricks 

‘Charlie didn’t attempt to write 
the great American masterpiece. 
He knew tragic meller hoke gets 
symapthy from picture audiences, 
he felt that my individuality is es- 
sentially suitd for sympathetic roles, 
so he wrote a sad part for me. The 
picture was not a haphazard fab- 
rication of tested hoke situations. 
Each scene was painstakingly writ- 
ten to bring out whatever Charlie 
knew I may have had to offer for 
the screen. For example, at the 
end of the picture, when I was sup- 
posed to be an old women, Charlie 
spared me the necessity of haying 
to talk in the quavering voice of 
an old crone by writing my part 
in pantomine, I was protected on 
every score. Charlie succeeded in 
his objective, which was to write a 
story that would make boxoffice 
material for me. Why then judge 
it on its literary merit?’ 

When Miss Hayes returns to 
Hollywood to resume her picture 
work, she’s going to entrust her 
film career without cavil to Mr. 
Thalberg because she thinks he’s 
the wisest showman, not only in the 
picture industry, but in the whole 
entertainment field. While she ad- 
mits there’s not much anyone can 
tell her about the theatre, about 
pictures she knows really nothing 
at all. 

‘I sense immediately whether or 
not I am projecting myself and my 
play across to theatre audiences. 
but I haven't the slightest idea 
whether I'm getting through to the 
camera. The director is the only 
one who can tell me that. The di- 
rector is all important in pictures, 
and its all important to get a good 
one, What he approves can’t be 
changed. If you disagree with a 
stage director during rehearsals, you 
know in your heart that when cur- 
tain’s up opening night you're free 
of him.’ 

Only Wants Dramas 

Though modest indeed about what 
she knows about pictures, Miss 
Hayes can’t heip having opinions. 
She wants only to play in dramas 
for the screen. Drama with a capi- 
tal ‘D,’ she says. The emotional con- 
flict of drama is universal. Every- 
one reacts alike to it. High comedy 
on the other hanc is a matter of 
individual! audiences. It’s like trout 
fishing. An actor has to handle 
each audience differently, as he 
senses its response. Timing laughs 
varies at each performance. Since 
this is impossible in pictures, Miss 
Hayes prefers to avoid comedy and 
its dangers. 

Miss Haye. currently playing in a 
stage comedy, refused the cffer to 
act in it for pictures. While she’s 











Discretion consists of always 
thinking what you say, but 
not always saying what you 
think. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 
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Class 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Wife of a picture star was 
deriding the picture business 
to her friends, saying that as 
soon as her husband saved a 
little more money they would 
retire to a chalet in France. 
‘That won’t be hard to do,’ 
remarked one of her friends. 
‘As soon as you have $100,000 
you can leave.’ 
‘Pahdon me,’ the wife re- 
torted, ‘but we have $100,000.’ 


STORY OPTION PRACTISE 
GROWS—AGENTS HOWL 











Practice of only taking options on 
stories, instead of buying them out- 
right, is increasing within film 
studios. It's part of the general 
reduction on story department 
budgets. 

Method is to pay only 10% of the 
full price agreed upon. If the prop- 
erty is finally okayed the complete 
amount is then paid. System is 
somewhat like the part payment 
plan with writers tried out by Para- 
mount and Radio recently. 

In the time given the studios by 
their options, staff writers work on 
the stories submitting various adap- 
tations. It explains six and seven 
adaptations being made on the coast 
of one story. Studios’ hope is to 
eliminate, through these options, the 
shelving or buying of many yarns 
thought suitable at first scrutiny. 

Story agents declare the option 
thing is a second cut for them since 
they only ccl'--t 10% of the option 
money if the scrpit is rejected. Pre- 
vious blow for the agents was the 
reduction in film amounts paid for 
stories. Agents also point out that 
should a company option a story or 
novel, but not go through with the 
buy, other studios are loth to take 
a chance with the rejected piece. 





Max Gordon East 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 


Max Gordon will be eastbound 
Wednesday (17) after assisting the 
Four Marxes on business details of 
their next Paramount picture, 
‘Horsefeathers.’ 

Gordon apparently is not inter- 
ested in film production opportuni- 
ties, 





SAILINGS 


March 18 (London to New York), 
Robert C. Sherriff (Bremen). 


Feb. 19 (Bremen to New York 
Gerhardt Hauptmann, Harry Kahn 
(Europa). 

Feb. 19 (New York to Paris), E. 
|. a Seidelman, Robert Kane 
(Bremen). 

Feb. 17 (Paris to New York) 


Raoul Whitfield (Mauretania). 

Feb. 13 (Paris to New York) 
Paul Moss (Bremen). 

Feb. 13 (New York to Bermuda), 
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse L. Lasky, Louise 
3rooks (Monarch). 

Feb. 13 (New York to Southamp- 
ton), Steve Donoghue (Majestic). 

Feb. 11 (Bremen to New York) 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Morris (Bremen) 

Feb. 11 (Paris to New York) Al- 
lesandrini (Majestic). 


Feb. 11 (West Indies Cruise) 
Arthur Murray, Wililam Commons 
(Berlin). 


Feb. 10 (New York to Paris) Joe 
Zelli, Alfred Knopf, Lotte Lehmann 
(Europa). 

Feb. 10 
Claude Marcy, 
de France). 


(Paris to New York) 
Claude Allain (Ile 





happy to note that the balcony is 
selling out nicely, thanks to her new 
picture following, she believes, she 
feels she could not impress fans in 
general with this stage piece unless 
she were to play it in person each 
time, 

Miss Hayes is grateful for her 
new picture fans because, they are 
so good about buying balcony seats 
for the lecitimate theatre. They are 
helping her first Iuve, the stage. 
An actress fortunate enough to be 
alle to divide her time between the 
ccreen and stage enlarges the audi- 
ence in both fields. Such a person 
1ids the amusement industry as a 















































ty 
Up 
, H th Hil wil | h 




















WILL MAHONEY 


in “Earl Carroll’s Vanities” 

Hannen Swaffer said in the Lon- 
don “Daily Herald”: “Will Ma- 
honey is almost the most modest 
artist on the musichall stage, His 
song, his steps and the Mahoney- 
phone won the enthusiasm of a cold, 
hard house.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 








whole, says Miss Hayes. 


FOX DEB STARS 
JOST MEMORIES 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 


As competition to Wampas baby 
stars, the trio of Fox ‘debutante’ 
stars were a bust. Conchita Monte- 
negro, Linda Watkins and Helen 
Mack, picked last July as opposi- 
tion when the Wampas didn’t elect 
any Fox names, have faded from 
the studio payroll. Miss Monte- 
negro and Miss Watkins have gone 
east while Miss Mack will shortly 
be through at this studio. 

Girls were given big buildups at 
the time. In protest of the Wam- 
pas snub of Fox talent, W. R. 
Sheehan asked all Fox and Fox- 
West Coast publicity men to resign 
from the p. a. organization. How- 
ever, 10 of the 13 men requested to 
give up membership are at present 
paid up in the Wampas. 

Comparing the baby stars’ rec- 
ord with that of the debs, 11 of 12 
girls picked from studios are still 
under contract, the 13th being a 
free lance when selected. 

Barbara Weeks, baby star con- 
tracted to United Artists, was bor- 
rowed by Fox and used in three 
productions. 





Lytell Sees Vaude, Legit Comeback, 


Enriching Talent and Saving Films 





Writing Down 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Given the line for a picture 
of ‘I’ve come to see the gaiety 
of the metropolis,’ Jimmy 
Durante couldn’t assimilate 
the phrase. So he changed it 
to, ‘There'll be a hot time in 
the old town tonight.’ 

It stayed in. 


PENCIL BIG RADIO CITY 
MUSIC HALL FOR OCT. 20 











The new Roxy theatre, for Radio 
City, is being penciled as opening 
by Oct. 20. However, it probably 
will not debut until Christmas or 
later, even if completed, because of 
the annual pre-Christmas' slump. 
This will be the music hall seating 
6,500. 

Work to far okayed on Radio 
City is claimed to be running ahead 
of schedule with steel up on build- 
ing No. 1, the biggest and apt to 
be known as the NBC building. 
Steel construction is ready to begin 
on the theatre. 

The music hall is known as No. 
10 building while the straight film 
house, to seat around 3,000 is 
termed No. 8. Space for No. 4 and 
7 buildings is intended for office 
purposes only. Territory on 48th 
street is still being reserved for an 
opera house. 





Levy Prefers London 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Although Universal has an option 
on his services, Benn Levy expects 
to start his return to London in two 
weeks when he completes an adap- 
tation of ‘Old Dark House.’ 

Writer has a play in mind he 
wants to do for the English stage. 





Laura Wilck at Par 
Laura Wilck is with Paramount’s 
editorial board. She will remain in 
the east. 
Miss Wilck is a legit producer and 
play broker. 





All Actors Showoffs, That's Why 
They re Actors, Says Eddie Buzzell 





While Eddie Buzzell’s been work- 
ing in Hollywood, producing his 
series of shorts, and finally a fea- 
ture length picture, the New York 


theatre he left behind has been 
growing up, too. Eddie’s back in 
town, on picture business now, and 
when he goes to a show he re- 
calls when he was an actor-—-and 
that it wouldn’t be bad to try and 
make ’em laugh again in person. 

In the first place, he can hardly 
get himself to go to the theatre. 
He’s always surprised when he finds 
himself there again. ‘His common 
sense has to put up a battle with 
the actor in him before it convinces 
Eddie that he’s better off now. It’s 
impossible for an actor ever com- 
pletely to rid himself of the taint, 
Puzzell believes. 

Every actor is essentially a show- 
off—that’s what makes him an ac- 
tor, says this actor. Though Eddie 
has been earnest in concealing this 
trait in himself, still the sight of an 
audience makes him remember how 
sweet were the sounds of laughter 
and applause when he was the one 
to evoke them. It would be a lot 
easier to stay away, but it’s an old 
saying that the criminal is always 
drawn to the scene of his crimes, 
declares Buzzell. 


Change in Audiences 


Buzzell notices a change in the 
taste of the audience. There are no 
old fashioned people any more, 
Eddie thinks, at least not among 
theatre patrons. Nation-wide syn- 
dication of Broadway columnists’ 
chatter in the newspapers and radio 
chains has turned the theatre-goers 
sophisticated. Everybody's hep 
now. Sentimentality’s only use in 
the theatre is as something to be 
kicked around. The Cinderella story 
which held the stage so long in its 





sweet but tenacious clutches today 
has to sneak in the theatre through 
the side entrance of satire. Nor 
does Buzzell foresee any return to 
the tender illusions for the stage. 
The younger generation has become 
so cynical, perhaps, because it has 
lost its former privileges on ac- 
count of the depression and it is 
harder for youngsters to have had 
and then been denied, then never 
to have had at all—that they’re 
even ahead of their parents in be- 
ing disillusioned and out-spoken. 
Give them crazy comedy or else 
make it daring. Nothing gets over 
without a sock. A show has to be 
a hit to exist today, just as a hit 
show is a bigger hit today than it 
ever was. The piece must be great 
—just good isn’t enough. Nobody 
wants to bother with pretty little 
things. Beauty in a large, moving 
sense will always find an audience, 


but not pleasant prettiness. The 
audience mood has_ suffered a 
change. It’s receptive to, it de- 
mands, entertainment fare that’s 


kept pace with the growth in its 
intelligence. 
An Actor’s Limit 

So Buzzell, when his common 
sense is dominant, is glad he’s not 
an actor any more, for he used to 
play Prince Charming in Cinderella 
musicals. Though he could have 
changed his style to suit the modern 
trend, nevertheless he realizes that 
he was a star in Broadway shows, 
and that’s as far as an actor can 
get. Stars dim in time, but a di- 
rector improves with the years. An 
actor loses his value to an audi- 


ence; the director’s value pro- 
gresses. 
Eddie’s going to try to keep 


thinking of the future and hurry 
back to Hollywood where he won't 
be reminded of the stage. 


+ 





‘Hollywood is more sinned against 
than sinning. Producers of talke 
ing pictures are Atlases, carrying 
the burden imposed upon them by 
an industry that has expanded be. 
yond all proportion. The fren::ied 
acquisition of theatre circuits—the 


sustaining of real estate holdings 


ecntracted when rentals were at 
their highest—are draining the 
vitality of picture production.’ 


Thus Bert Lytell places the 
blame of poor product and subse. 
quent unsatisfactory grosses. In 
the opinion of the coast star, com- 
fortably ensconced in a N. Y. stage 
hit, the quantity of pictures turned 
out precludes any degree of exce]« 
lence in quality. The fact that 
every show town is over-seated, as 
a result of studio affiliations with 
theatre circuits, means that Holly- 
wood must turn out mass product 
that can only partially realize on its 
investment, 

Abandon Over-Production 


The last thing Mr. Lytell would 
consider is the sustaining of une 
successful theatres whose gargan- 
tuan demand for product drains the 
life blood from the picture industry. 

‘How,’ asks the film star, ‘can 
studios turn o:t 50 or 75 excellent 
pictures in one year? 

‘Considering the conditions un- 
der which pictures are made, there 
have been amazingly good ones. If 
the pick of the entire procuct could 
be shot into a justifiable number of 
houses, there would be 52 good the- 
atre weeks in every town in 
America,’ 

Mr. Lytell traces the weaknesses 
of picture making back to their 
source—short production period. 
Most scenes are rehearsed in the 
few minutes before shooting sched- 
ule. The cast memorizes seven or 
eight speeches, immediately re- 
peating them, parrot fashion, bee- 
fore the cameras. Many directors 
argue that lengthy rehearsal tends 
to make a cast mechanical. 3ut 
Mr. Lytell knows, from his stage 
training, that finished technique— 
forgotten the moment it is fully 
mastered—can be acquired only 
through constant repetition, 

Actors, given little time to visual- 
ize their characterizations, have 
less opportunity for directorial in- 
struction. Numerous authors and 
supervisors, contributing conflict- 
ing ideas, are thrown together on 
the weak theory that’ many minds 
will function more efficiently than 
one, Too miuny suggestions come 
crowding in from the business of- 
fice, relaying the commands of 
bankers and real estate men. 
Scripts, stars, authors are snatch>d 
up too hurriedly in the _ wild 
scramble to prepare the scheduled 
number of releases, 

Any period of 
thinks Mr. Lytell, must be cone 
fused and uncertain. But those who 
see only pess'mism in Hollywood’s 
present condition forget that all 
entertainment evolves in cycles. 
Vaudeville, stock and road shows 
were menaced by the silent picture, 
later almost abolished by the talk- 
ing film. But there is still life blood 
in vaudeville, stock and road shows. 
They will be revived as a result of 
small towns that, fed up with in- 
ferior pictures, are crying for 
flesh-and-blood talent. 

Meanwhile, the film industry will 
learn to keep its feet on the ground 
and its head out of the clouds and 
will be enricked, as it was once be- 
fore, by talent from vaudeville and 
legitimate stages. 


reconstruction, 


WHITBECK’S RELAPSE 


Hollywood, Feb. 15 


Recovering from pneumonia in 


the Hollywood hospital, Frank 
Whitbeck, Universal press agent, 
is now suffering from a nervous 


breakdown. 

His physician believes it will be 
at least another month before Whit- 
beck can resume his duties. 





‘ROBBERY’ FOR WB 

Warner Bros. will produce ‘Jewel 
Robbery,’ legit, as a picture. Ka\ 
Francis is mentioned as the femm* 
lead for the film. 

Show is current at the Vander- 
bilt, New York, starring Basil Sid- 
ney and Mary Ellis. Written by 
Laslo Fodor and produced by P 
Streger. 
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Picture Profits As 


At $5,000 Per Gen 





ait For Cruises 
eman Adventurer 





+ 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Douglas Fairbanks’ mvch publi- 
cized trip by yacht through the 
South Seas has fired a number of 
local promotors to frame similar 
trips, with pictures held out to pos- 
sible angels as succulent bait. It’san 
offshoot of an idea often advanced 
to prospects in the east. 
Four proposed expeditions to 
cruise southern waters are now in 
the financing stage. “Gentiemen ad- 


venturers’ are invited to join at 


from $5,000 up per membership, 
All stress the possibilities of 
revenue from sale of motion pic- 


tures made oft the trip. Promise of 


thrilling adventure is stressed 


Slightly veiled in the prospectus 
and advertising of each expedition 
is a suggestion of buried treasure. 
Treasure gag has been exposed so 
often the promoters are leery of 
dwelling too strongly on that 
subject. 
$250,000 Possible 

In each case, complement of the 
boat is limited to 50. At $5,000 per 
adventurer, !t they get it, it’s not 
a bad tap. 

Long Beach and San Pedro have 
about a dozen former sailing ships 
which make a good front for the 
promoters. Boats have been used 
for pictures and are fairly well 
equipped. Most of the boat own- 
ers are hungry and willing to do 
business with the promoters in 
order to pay for their anchorage 
or scrape off a few barnacies, 

Once the boat is set, the amateur 
explorers are paraded to the har- 
bor to get a whiff of sea air and 
load up on sailor lingo) Sailors 
weave adventure yarns and help 
the build-up. Fifteen minutes on 


the scow and if the prospect is at all 
gullible he’s reaching for the check 
book to make a down payment and 
itching for a look at south - 
ern isle where the white man 
king and the girls throw flowers in 
his path. Outside of the news 
weeklies, the guy probably doesn’t 
know much about the maidens of 
the islands, but he’s been informed 
that they spend all their time mak- 
ing flower garlands and wiggling. 
For five grand it’s a bargain. 

There's always some sort of ex- 
pedition on the fire around L, A. 
Few get out of the harbor. 


643 Extras Daily 


some 


is 








Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Extras, averaging 643 daily last 
week, were the busiest since the 
first week of January. Twenty- 


nine features were in production 
with 10 starters due this week. 

Biggest extra mob worked last 
Sunday (7) on location at the Am- 
bassador hotel. Jack Dillon had 
228 people in a hotel dance for 
‘Cohens and Kellys in Hollywood.’ 

Radio's tenement street for ‘Sym- 
phony of Six Million’ used 177 peo- 
ple Thursday and Friday. Early 
part of the week the hotel lobby 
of ‘Grand Hotel’ at Metro was the 
mob’s best bet, using from 100 to 
150 daily. 





Niece’s Test 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Margaret Fones, niece of E. R. 
Tinker, Fox president, was given a 
test at Fox last week. 
Girl has danced in Coast musicals 
and is currently in the Paramount 
theatre ballet. 





GARNETTS ARE IN TOWN 
Tay Garnett and his wife, Patsy 
Ruth Miller, got in yesterday (Mon- 
day) from the coast in time for the 


New York premiere of ‘Prestige’ 
(Radio), at the Mayfair, which he 
directed. 

Garnett will work out an indie 


deal with Charlie ex-Pathe 
Vv. p., for directorial work. 

Miss Miller stays east on a legit 
arranged through Lyons 


& Lyons on the Coast. 


Logers, 


Proposition 


Albright Changes Pictures 


Pants-Films-Radio 





Feb. 
among t 


Hollywood 15, } 
Sandwiched 
rities attending the 
‘Man Who layed God at 
Warners’ Western was a m 
who w grabbed by the 1 
and 


ail 


openilr 


if 
i1dio 


to 


is 
announcer requested 
tell 
thing 
This 
gentleman, 
he 
picture, 
‘That, 


nouncer, 


tne audience Some- 


man, a very pieasant 


y ] + 
crooned that 


knew was to like the 


going 


then stepped aside. | 


the 


So. 


an- 


Mr 


folks,’ said 
Mr. 
opening a 
clothing store in Warners’ | 
Hollywood theatre building | 

| 

| 


‘was So- 


So-So is men's 


going 


and 
right 


next Saturday he's 
to things 
great 


start with a 
big sale, | 
this sale are — } 

The announcer stopped short | 
as he top hat ‘Oops! 


espied a 
‘tlere 
the 


he cried, comes 
Warner, 
picture!’ 
Mr. 
walked 


producer ol 


So-So frowned 


jor) 


inside. 











Writers Complaining 
About Work on Spec, 
But Still Doing 


15. 


t 





Feb. 


engaging 


Hollywood, 
Trialog of 
writers is being used again by some 
of the studios. Not relished by the 
free lance scribblers, who claim 
they are chumped, 
With 
than jobs, 
showing a willingness 
their time and adapt stor‘es 
when promised payment for 
scripts if proving acceptable. 
Writers checking notes have 
found that some stories recently 
have had at least a half 2ozen free 
adaptations and are still going the 
rounds, 


system 


being 
writers here 

have been 
gamble 
free 
the 


many more 
scenarists 


to 


Hitch-Hike Stickup 
Ends Trans-U.S. Trip 


Lancaster, Pa., Feb. 15. 

Sid Kahn, representing Samuel 
Goldwyn, won't pick up any more 
hitch-hikers, 

Kahn, driving towards Lancaster 
on his way to New York, picked up 
a couple of lads. Near Mercers- 
burg one of the men stuck a pistol 
in Kahn's ribs, forced him out of 
the car, robbed him of $100, all his 
baggage, several checks and his car. 

Kahn had to hike to 
farm for aid. A resident gave him 
a lift here, where Kahn spent the 
night with M. Howell, manager cf 
the Colonial theatre. Kahn later 
took a train to New York. 


~_— —- 


George Walsh Back 


rollywood, Feb. 15. 
Jesse Goldberg and Bud Barsky 
have contracted George Walsh, for- 


a nearby 





mer action star, to make eight 
westerns, 

Walsh has been in retirement for 
eight years. Pictures will be state- 


righted, 





HART OUT, PLANS PLAY 
Walter Hart is out 
for Columbia and will produce a 


as story editor 


legit play, ‘Potter’s Field,’ by Paul 
Green. 

Hart was a legit director con- 
nected with Ray- Minor before 
joining Columbia, 

RADIO'S BRITISH GIRL 

Phyllis Clare, English legit ac- 
tress, leaves immediately for Holly- 
wood with a cont t from Radio 

Her last Broadway appearance 
was in Max Gordon's musical, “The 
Bandwagon.’ 





Hollywood, Feb. 15 - = 
eae yy 04 ee pote Pescweens Bit Player Clicks 

‘ 4St OL MISS likerton, - : 1d 

the Mary Roberts Rinehaist story | . Holly~ . e - eo 
which Warner Bros. is readying. He; Doenetla Donaldson, bit actress 
will go into ‘Successful Calamity’ | bas received a contract from fsacilo 
On the same lot. Studio will withhold announce- 
Norn in Foster replaces in ‘Miss | met t until it can ecide 1 a new 


Pinkerton,’ 


e contractee 


‘name for t 


N. Y. COLUMNISTS’ SHORTS 


Sullivan and Kenny In Series By 
Eddie Dowling 








Ed Sullivan, New York ‘Graphic’ 
columnist, and Nick Kenny, ‘Mir- 
ror’ radio columnist, will be starred 
in 10 one reel shorts each produced | 


| 





independently in New York by 
Eddie Dowling and Bil Roland, 
formerly an agent. | 
Dowling is writing the scripts. | 
|The shorts will resemble Sullivan's | 
|} weekly radio broadcasts, in that 
| Sullivan will play in a drat 
tion of the life of a stage star in 
each short, with Kenny doing the 
sume for radio names 


LUNT-FONTANNE| 
NG DEAL 


Negotiations between Metro and | 

Alfred Lunt and Lynne Fontanne 

ter four pictures, are under- 
' 
| 
| 
' 


stood 


more 
off, including 
‘Reunior il 
$450, 


pi oposed 


to be the pro 

of 
ly m¢ 
involved in the 
Lunt-Fontanne 


filming 
Vienna.’ Sl 
Ooo 


posed 
ight re than 


was 


of talkers 





quartet 


for them, next of which was to have 
been the Guild’s ‘Reunion.’ 
Temporary hitch was caused 
over story trouble, the Lunts being 
unable to agree with Metro as to 
the choice of the remainder of the 


pictures to be made. Stated that 
Lunt and Miss Fontanne were in- 
sistent on knowing in advance 
stories Metro wanted to use them 


in. 
Metro paid $100,000 for ‘Reunion,’ 


with the Guild pair to get a joint 
figure of $85,000 for this picture. 
When the New York run of ‘Re- 


union’ closes it will be trouped with 
its present cast. A provision of the 


Metro contract was that film work 
was not to interfere with their 
stage appearances. 

Presumed now that Metro will 


use two other leads for ‘Reunion.’ 


283 Freelance Parts 
In Month at Warners 





Burbank, Feb. 15. 
March looks like a full meal 
month for freelance players. War- 


ners is scheduling eight pictures for 
production which will, in addition 
to its own contract people, require 
283 players for speaking parts. 
Pictures going under the gun 
during the coming month at W.B. 


are ‘Tinsel Girl,” ‘Two Seconds,’ 
‘The Tenderfoot,’ ‘Main Event,’ 


‘Miss Pinkerton,’ ‘Successful Calam- 


ity’ ‘Streets of Women’ and ‘Love 
Is a Racket.’ 
All eight are scheduled to be 


completed by April 15. 


Kids Take It 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 

Salary revision for the voungsters 
in ‘Our Gang’ is a clean 50% slice, 
according to new contracts filed for 
court approval between Hal Roach 
Studios, Ine., and Kendall Mc- 
Comas, 14, and Sherwood V, Bailey. 
of Ve 

The slashed tickets for McComas 
and Bailey took effect Jan. 25 and 
cover the unexpired periods of the 
original contracts. Bailey, who 
started last June at $75, and went 
ta $100 in December, goes to $62.50 
from now till June, 1933,- then to 
$75 again for a year, $100 a year, 
and finally $150 

Young McComas started in 
tember and was to go to $100 March 








Sep- 


21, Instead, he has taken $50 tor 
the balance of his first year ,ad- 
vancing next September to $62.50. 


DeBorba, six, who had 


Dorothy 
a year at $100 and was halfway 
through one at $150, is also set 


back to $75, with remaining options 
in half. Matthew Beard, six, 
in his second year with Roach, is 
to $75 and a flat $25 


sliced 


Ov 





cut from z 
off with each future option figure. 
BRENT’S BUILDUP 
Hollywood, Feb. 15 
George Brent has been assigned 
ids in ‘The Dangerous Set’ Co 
tance Bennett's next, and Miss 
| Pinkerton,’ next for Joan Blondel 
Brent, who before going with 
Warners played only bits, has leads 
| also in ‘So Big,’ with Barbara Stan- 
|} wyck, and ‘The Rich Are Always 
| With Us,’ Ruth Chatterton’s first 
j 


tor Warners. Both yet unreleased 
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‘Gable Story For Cagney, Example 
Of Demands Tormenting Writers 

















> — a 
Orthodox Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
eee AS Writers are nursing a flock of 
Hollywood. Fet 1 id es these days over the latest 
1 is d lock i K Of xecs who are ordering 
ia t vit Jewis j _ dir to rson- 
x is I Sym ny rf = 1X , ans 
Mil } nroov car whe One writer <.t Warners’ was called 
le extras refused to work on into an execs’ office and told to fur- 
Saturdays in:sh a story idea with a Gable part 
Second came Wednesday I, Mertinahang: ipeesisces: 
the box lunches arrived WA me ; vee i ta<- 
location and tl mob dis- | ti n ab the vers being entirety 
covered they il contained differer personalities. Exec repeat- 
ham sandwiches Production ed that he wanted a Gable part 
was held up for an hour while written for Cagney—and in a hurry. 
the studio located kosher gro- Situation is not isolated in any 
CEEsOn. one studio, but is true of all major 
lots, where story ideas are now 
= spoken of in terms of screen per- 
Midland Bombers sonalities. A similar situation ex- 
e isted in silents, but each studio 
Cet Life as K. C. named its story types after its own 
‘ pl iyers. 
Has New Bombing Write ire up a tree on the new 
wist, trying to fit the performance 
—= : of a star at their studio to the pere 


| 


Loew's Midland theatre the night 
of Jan. 11, when a Negro janitor 
was instantly killed. They were 


each sentenced to life imprisonment 


in the state penitentiary. All had 


sand dollars damage to the front of 
the Sun theatre, a small residential, 
independently operated. It is owned 
by Mr. and Mrs. P. G. Vaughn, who 
had formerly employed union op- 
erators, but were using one non- 
union man with Vaughn assisting. 
Theatre has been under police sur- 
veillance for several weeks, 


Attack was given wide publicity 
in the press, played up strong as 
the small theatre manager whose 


life savings were tied up in enter- 
prise and who couldn’t pay union 
demands, ete. Police have no clues. 





Sue Cliff Edwards For 
Son’s Hospital Costs 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 


Cliff Edwards, stage and screen 
comedian, is charged there with 


failure to pay his son’s hospital] bills 
in a suit asking judgment of $3,800. 

soy, 12, is the son of a former 
wife, Gertrude Ryrholm, who is di- 
recting the action against Edwards. 
Young Edwards lost both legs in a 
train accident. Last fal] judgment 
of $1,200 was obtained against Ed- 
wards, who, it is claimed, has in in- 
come of $60,000 a year. fo far he’s 
paid nothing, according to the com- 
plaint. 





Tom Mix to Wed 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Tom Mix is to be married today 
(Monday) to Mabel Hubbell, circus 
aerialist, known as Mabel Ward, in 
Yuma, Ariz. It’s his third marriage. 
Bride was with the Sells-Floto cir- 
cus of which Mix was also a head- 
line member. 

In the wedding party are Mr. and 
Mrs. Monte Blue and Thomasina 
Mix, young daughter of the groom 
by his second wife. 


GOLDWYN SOUTH 


Goldwyn left Saturday (13) 
Beach on a two weeks’ 
vacation. At its expiration he will 
return to New York and %Ieave 
shortly thereafter for the Coast. 
Playdates on ‘Arrowsmith’ have 
ahead for Palm Beach and 
line with Goldwyn’s pres- 


Sam 


for Palm 


heen set 
Miami 
ence t 


in 
ere, 


it costs Chicago 


Kansas Citv. Feb. 15. formance of a star on another lot, 
IKrmel J. Lime, president of the reine aoe 
Sound Projectionists Association; 
E. M. Evans, business agent, and CHI CENSORS ORDERED 
John E. Gellespie, pleaded guilty 
here last week to the bombing of 


3,192 CUTS IN 1931 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
drastic 


Idea of the operations of 


the local censor board may be gained 


previously confessed. by an official tabulation that shows 
Sound Projectionists Association,| 178,000 feet of film totally rejected 
now defunct, was an organization] cut of 6,517,000 feet of celluloid re- 
of motion picture machine opera-|viewed by the picture guardians 
tors, not affiliated with the IATSE, | guardians during 1931. 
but was chartered by the state of Besides the high amount of film 
Missouri, cut, there were 3,192 eliminations. 
And the latest theatre bombing| Censors issued a total of 15,495 per- 
occurred Friday morning (12) when|™its last year, with the city obtain- 
a thrown bomb caused several thou-|i9S an income of $67,004 from this 


source, 


recent estimation 
more than $30,000 


According to a 


a year in salaries alone to maintain 


the censor bureau. 


Helen Menken Named 


For ‘Back Street’—Fox 


Miami, Feb. 15. 
Menken, down here vaca- 





Helen 


tioning, is preparing to travel to 
the Coast to make a picture. Move 
is not definite but there is every 


possibility. 

It concerns Miss Menken’s for- 
mer negotiations with Fox. If she 
does reach Hollywood it will be to 
make ‘Pack Street,’ the Fannie 
Hurst story, for that company. She 
will first return to New York. 





Stewart-Carpenter-Metro 
Metro has increased its writing 
staff by two, putting Donald Ogden 
Stewart and E. C. Carpenter on the 
payroll. Former leaves for the 
Coast March 1 where he'll work on 
adaptations. 

Carpenter is co-author of ‘Whist- 
ling in the 




















FLORABEL MUIR RESIGNS 
Los Angeles, Feb, 15. 
Fiorabel Muir resigned today |} 
(Monday) the editorship of ‘Holly | 
wood Herald,’ a local trade daily. 
Mi Muir does a daily column 
for the New York ‘Dail; Né | 
tab). 
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Expect Many Mix-Ups Over Studios’ 
New Anti Talent Raiding Agreement 








Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Various complications are ex- 
pected to arise from the anti-steal- 
ing agreement drawn up last De- 
cember by the film producers, 

Agreement sets a deadline of 30 
days before expiration of employ- 
ment as the time when rival pro- 
ducers may approach stars or other 
expensive talent. The wording ‘ex- 
piration of employment’ will make 
this date impossible to determine 
except with inside information from 
the employer. 

Employment continues after a 
contract term ends, or until the 
completion of the picture currently 
at work. Seldom can the finishing 
date of a picture be forecast except 
approximately. This puts a gap 
ranging from days to weeks be- 
tween the time an option has been 
ignored and the time a player can 
discuss a job elsewhere. 

When the time permitted for ap- 
proach has arrived, producers agree 
to notify the previvus employer of 
intention to treat with the in- 
dividual concerned, and the best of- 
fer that will be made. Producers 
agree the previous employer is then 
entitled to meet the terms or make 
others ‘providing the employee con- 
sents. Period in which this will be 
observed extends six months after 
termination of employment. 


Not For Freelances 


Freelances engaged by the picture 
are not affected. Agreement applies 
to those engaged for at least two 
pictures or employed by the same 
producer for at least six months, 
with or without contracts. One 
picture with an option on another 
is construed as two pictures. 

Any violation of the agreement, if 
reported within 15 days of discovery, 
entitles the injured producer to re- 
ceive an assignment of the new con- 
tract, or compensating damages. 

Claims and controversies are to 
be settled by the Arbitrator (Edwin 
Loeb), appointed by the president 
of the MP Producers and Distribu- 
tors of America (Hays) to adminis- 
ter the agreement. 

Decisions or awards of the arbi- 
trator may be appealed to the ex- 
ecutive committee of the Associa- 
tion of MP Producers (Hollywood 
subsidiary of the Hays organiza- 
tion), which is termed the First Ap- 
pellate Board of Arbitrators. 

Further appeal may be made to 
the executive committee of the MP- 
P&D itself, called the Second Ap- 
pellate Board of Arbitrators. 

In case any member of either 
committee is associated with either 
producer coacerned, a substitute is 
to be appointed by Will Hays. 


Must List Employees 


Parties to the agreement file with 
the administra‘or or counsel a list 
of all employees under jurisdiction 
of the pact, and agree to report all 
changes. Agreement is for a mini- 
mum of two years, with six months 
notice of withdrawal thereafter re- 
quired of any member. Bankruptcy 
or receivership continuing 60 days 
is cause for expulsion on 20 days 
notice by the other members. 

Executive boards of the Academy 
of MP Arts and Sciences on the 
coast are studying the agreement, 
the text of which was published itn 
the Academy’s bulletin to members. 
Academy groups are to report their 
reactions or recommendations to 
their board of directors. All major 
producers; except Radio and Co- 
lumbia, have signed the agreement. 


Navy Ekminates Plane 


Scenes From Features 


—_——-.~. 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Navy co-operation in the making 





Cal. Fadeout 





Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Foldup of California’s repu- 
tation for climate, because 
heavy rains and cold weather 
this winter, is becoming as 
well knov’n as was the state’s 
previous rep for sunshine, 

W. F. Bullock, New York 
correspondent of the London 
‘Daily Mail,’ in wiring here for 
information on a death, said: 

‘London is asking if such ill- 
nesses are common in your 
country. Understand you have 
had phenomenally bad weather.’ 


CANAVAN WILL 
JOIN PUBLIX 


—_—— -— 


ol 











William F. Canavan is joining 
Paramount-Publix in a public re- 
lations capacity. While it is said 
he will work under Austin Keogh, 
legal head and secretary of the or- 
ganization, who directs public rela- 
tions activities, Canavan will be 


without title presumably, 


In a political assignment for the 
company, he will operate similarly 
to George Akerson, it is believed. 
/kerson, former secretary to Presi- 
dent Hoover, serves for Paramount 
in political, Hays’ and other mat- 
ters. He is currently working on 
the admission tax fight. 

Canavan, president of the I. A. T. 
S. E. for several years, resigned 
early in December following the 
inability to force through a stage- 
hand-operator salary rebate. Harry 
Sherman, director of special rela- 
tions for Publix in charge of all 
union matters will in no way be 
affected by the Canavan appoint- 
ment, 





Hays Office on 
Drive to Secure 
‘Carriage Trade’ 





Hays attaches are now spreading 2 
net for new film clientele classed as 
what the legit field knows as ‘car- 
riage trade.’ Hays office ir advising 
the industry to concentrate on this 
build-up, 

The faction at which the cam- 
paign is aimed is composed of people 
who have ignored pictures as low 
brow. The inducement to be offered 
is the screening of what the Hays 
men typify as class pictures, 

These officials point out that more 
class pictures were released during 
the 1931-32 season than at any other 
period in the history of the business. 

One endeavor will be through 
women’s groups and private organi- 
zations, object being to place the 
picture on the same basis as the 
legitimate play. 





ZANE GREY SERIAL 


Lesser Has It For Author- 
Sportsman—One a Year 


Sol 





Sol Lesser, now an independent 
producer, got in yesterday (Mon- 
day), from the coast with Mrs. Les- 
ser on S. S. Pennsylvania to set 
distribution for ‘With Zane Grey 
in the South Seas,’ a new series 
which Lesser starting. These 
will be six travelogs by and with 
the author wh,» is in a partnership 
arrangement with Lesser. 

Latter holds all screen rights to 


is 


Radio Forms Its Own 
Legal Dept. on Coast 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Radio will have its own legal de- 
partment, now in process of organ- 
ization by Gordon -T. Youngman 
and Daniel T, O’Shea. Latter will 
continue here in charge on comple- 
tion of organization. Loeb, Walker 
& Loeb were acting as legal firm 
for studio here, 

Radio has so far refrained from 


signing the producers agreement 
against raiding one another’s con- 
tract talent. Columbia is also a 


hold-out, 


New Spot for Oldknow 
As Skouras Bros. Due 
On Coast for Fox-WC 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 
the Skouras 
to take over operation of Fox-West 





Arrival of brothers 


Coast is expected late this week. 


Brothers are lovking over the 
chain’s houses enroute. Immediate 
return of Oscar Oldknow is prob- 


lematic, the ex-head being in Chi- 
cago conferring with Harley Clarke. 
Charley Buckley, treasurer, who 
has been in Chicago, returned last 
week. Question whether Oldknow 
will stay with F-WC, results of the 
Clarke conferences possibly finding 
him in an exec capacity with some 
of Clarke's other film interests. 
Presence kere of E. R. Tinker at 
Fox studio hasn't affected the F-WcC 
situation, indicating that the the- 
atre circuit is still being actively 
controlled by Clarke. 

Alfred E. Wright, F-WC counsel, 
leaves his job next week to take a 
similar berth with Fox Film Co. 
here, 


10 STOCKS FOR 
WB PROPOSED 
BY EQUITY 


Proposition that Warners put 16 
ot their secondary houses into stock 
has been made to the film company 
by Equity. First to get the sug- 
gestion was one of the firm’s the- 
atre heads, with the proposal now 
understood to go to a higher up. 

Equity’s proposal is for a rotating 
10 weeks of playing, each 
company to be headed by a WB 
contract film name, Another part 
of the proposish calls for a centrai 
head, instead of individual manage- 
ment, the head to be a WB man. 

Claim is made that should Warn- 
ers go through with the idea, the 
company would be in a position to 
increase its talent and material, in 
all direction, plays, players and di- 
rectors, Equity believes stock as 
so operated would be _ profitable. 
Likewise the thought of stage train- 
ing, from the 10 weeks tour, would 
be helpful +o the film name of the 
individual troupes, equal to or more 
so than the present personal ap- 
pearance thing. 

Warners have occasionally tried 
stock at various points. Ventures 
failed. 








system, 





‘ 99 =_ 
Tarzan’s’ New Finis 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Owing to audience reaction at a 
preview of Metro’s ‘Tarzan,’ 
ture is having a new ending 
plied. 
In the original a monkey protect- 
ing the heroine was killed by a 
gorilla. At the tryout there was 


pic- 
Ssup- 





Hollywood Gets Close-Up of Banker 


When Tinker Talk 


s on Fox Situation 





The Newer Way 





In an idle moment a show- 
man wrote three typewritten 
pages to the head of a picture 
company, suggesting improve- 
ments in operation. He signed 
his name and mentioned that 
personaliv he wanted nothing. 

Later, the head man asked 
the letter writer to call. He 
did and was greeted with: 

‘I received your complaint. 
What do you think we can do 
about it?” 











ANIMAL FLOOD 
IS DUE AGAIN 


~~ -———=s 


Hollywood, Feb, 15. 

Local market is bullish on animal 
stuff, with virtually every major 
company intending to revive serials. 
Universal started the serial parade 
last year, and now not only is Radio 
set on a program of episodes but 
the cliff hangers will also be made 
by Metro and Paramount. 

Companies are endeavoring to 
corner stock animal film, to be used 
in feature lengths as well as serials. 

Circuses Won’t Play 

Circuses are off the picture com- 
panies for loaning animals as result 
ot the mix-up between Metro and 
Ringling over the making of ‘Tar- 
zan. This is forcing the producers 
to look for stock stuff for the thrill- 
ers to come, 

One man, feeling 
things has virtually 
animal stock footage, having had 
agents in all parts of the world 
shipping him such film the last few 
weeks. He now has 12 cases of 
48,000 feet each. 

Douglas Fairbanks is in the mar- 
ket for tiger stuff for his proposed 
travelog picture; Universal will use 
jungle film in serials and in a se- 
quel to ‘East of Borneo;’ Metro, 
besides serials, will make another 
animal picture on the order of 
‘Trader Horn;’ Radio is gathering 
similar material for its ‘Creation’ 
and a second picture to be pro- 
auced by Merian C. Cooper; Sol 
Lesser is making a ‘Tarzan’ serial, 
while other indies are also looking 
toward the wild places and wild 
life for locale for features and 
serials. 


EXPECT NEW ROUND 
OF THEATRICAL YARNS 


Hollywood, Feb. 15, 
evele of theatrical and 
stories appears to be 


the pulse of 


cornered the 





Another 
Hollywood 
imminent, 

Radio and Metro were in com- 

petition for ‘Footlights,’ Kelland’s 
story in the Satevepost, with Metro 
finally outbidding Radio and getting 
the story for Buster Keaton. Asa 
substitute, Radio has hired Adella 
Rogers St. John to do an original, 
‘The Truth About Hollywood.’ This 
will be supervised by Pandro 
Berman. 
Universal has two theatrical stories 
in preparation. With these four in 
sight it is probable that other stu- 
dios will line up on similar contri- 
butions, 





FAKING WAR 


Promoter Duplicates Orient Trouble 
For $3 Per Foot 


Hollywood, Feb. 15, 
Chap who found himself with 5,- 





Hollywood, Feb. 15, 

Edward R. Tinker’s address at 
the Academy luncheon in his honor 
last Wednesday (10) was one of the 
most studied, analyzed and come. 
mented upon speeches ever made in 
Hollywood by a major executive, 
It grew as some of its implications 


percoiated into studio consciouse 
ness, 
Probably many of those present 


did rot immediately grasp what ine 
nuendo lay under the more or less 
conventional ‘thank you’ outline of 
the speech. Not directly but by un- 
mistakable allusion Tinker accused 
the Winnie Sheehan coterie of play« 
ing politics among themselves at the 
cxpense of the best interests of the 
Fox organization. 
Protecting Stockholders 
Tinker 


read a prepared speech, 
carefully worded, which stressed 
again the phrase ‘protection of 
stockholders.’ That was the preme 


ise for the explanation of the repue 
diation letters. It was the bankers? 
duty to safeguard the security own- 
ers when it was discovered ‘that 
cetain executives of the Fox core 
poration had been lax and even cone 
tinued such laxness after the creae 
tion of the Finance Committee, one 


cf whose chief functions was the 
final approval of contracts.’ 
Amplifying this phase, Tinker 
added: ‘In addition to the above 
mentioned ‘seven contracts, the 


executives who were responsible for 
this condition have been required 
to take up with the Board a 
justment of their own situations.’ 
Hollywood Impressed 

While much that his speech con- 
tained was the regulation luncheon 
table verbal embroidery, Tinker’s 
remarks made a clear cut imprese- 
sion on Hollywood. 


read- 


It .was perhaps 
as candid as any banker ever pere 
mits himself to be and at the same 
time it gave Hollywood a good 
close-up of the banker attitude, 
Tinker immediately faded as an 
ogre and the repudiation letters 
seemed less sinister in the light of 
his explanation. 

Admittedly the luncheon was @ 
success in liquidating much preju- 
dice that had carbuncled around the 
Favor- 


nam: of Tinker out here, 
able impression was increased by 
Tinker’s affable personality. 

Tinker grouped Hollywood, Wall 


Street, and Main Street as the three 
symbols of the industry, the first 
two needing each other and both in 
common servitude to Main Street, 
the consuming public, 

Louis * Mayer introduced 
Tinker. Mayer kiddingly commente- 
ed that he welcomed an opportunity 
to delve into speech making in ane 
ticipation of the forthcoming Ree 
publican campaign. 


1 Receivership Action 


Dropped, WB Gets Another 


Wilmington, Feb, 15. 

Receivership action brought 
against Warner Brothers Pictures, 
Inc., by Jules Endler, of Passaic, 
N. J., was dismissed in Chancery 
Court here by Chief Justice Penni- 
well on motion of the plaintiff, one 
day after a similar petition, mak- 
ing virtually the same _ echarges 
against WB, was filed in the same 
court, 

New petition by Marinus V. New- 





castle, declared owner of 1,000 
shares of Warner Brothers come 
mon, was filed after former Judg 


Hugh M. Morris, attorney for War- 
ners, raised a point about Endler's 
status as a stockholder, 

Attorneys Ward and Gray, han- 
dling both petitions, declined to fight 
the point, instead asking the court 
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Dembow-John Balaban i 


in Charge of 


Publix Under Katz, Who Widens Duties 


+ 

Sam Dembow, Jr., and John Bal- 
aban, as a team, are virtually in 
charge of Publix theatre operation 
under Sam Katz, who as a result of 
his widened activity in Paramount- 
Publix generally, will devot- 
ing his entire time to theatre juris- 


cease 


diction. Selection of Dembow and 
Balaban was made at a meeting last 
Thursday (11). 

Katz left for Florida Saturday 
(13) for a brief vacation, probably 
10 days, after which he will likely 
visit Par’s coast studios. His de- 


parture left the Publix chain imme- 
diately in the hands of Dembow 
and Balaban. 

Divided Duties 


Under division of authority, Dem- 
bow will retain personal supervision 
of film booking, theatre and 
matters concerning partnerships; 
real estate and expansion; union 
matters, etc. Zalaban, it is said, 
will take on closer supervision of 
more hcuses. He now directs home 
office operation of the Famous- 
Canadian, Chicago, Detroit and 
Toledo theatre groups. 

In future Katz is to have a pri- 
vate conference room adjoining his 
corner suite in the Paramount 
building. It will be Dembow’s pres- 
ent private office, with the latter 
moving up Par’s exec row by one 
door into the suite formerly occu- 
pied by Eugene Zukor. 

The younger Zukor is now af- 
filiated with the maintenance, re- 
search and construction department. 


deals 


Holly wood, Feb. 15. 
A Paramount production meeting 
will be held in Palm Springs, Cal., 
Feb. 27. Emanuel Cohen will pre- 
side over the meeting. 
George Shaefer, Par’s distributing 
head, is expected to attend as also 
Sam Katz, Publix theatre head. 


FRANKLIN IN N.Y 
CALLED BY RKO 


Harold B. Franklin arrived in 
New York again yesterday (Mon- 
day), supposedly on a summons 
from Hiram Brown, RKO president. 

Nature of the newest propostion 
for Franklin from RKO may be a 
repeat of the former bid for the 
theatre operator to take over the 
Orpheum houses west of Chicago 
for RKO. This proposal was origin- 
ally rejected by Franklin. 

RKO is also reported still nego- 
tlating with E. V. Richards. 








Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 
Harold B. Franklin left for De- 
troit and St. Louis Feb. 11, at the 
request of Harry Stuart, of Halsey- 
Stuart bankers, to look over Fox 
houses in the two cities which have 
been experiencing financial troubles. 


H-S firm represents the bond- 
holders. 
In the east three weeks ago, 


Franklin promised Stuart to survey 
the theatres and recommend what- 
ever changes he thought necessary. 

Franklin claims there’s no chance 
of his stepping in to operate the 
Fox houses in the two cities as he’s 
not interested. He'll probably hop 
into New York for a Jook around 
while in the east. 


On or Off? 


Publix is deciding whether or not 
to drop its personnel department 
with no decision reached up to Mon- 
day. If the verdict is affirmative it 
will probably mean Jack Barry is 
out. 

Barry founded the department for 
Publix, as also the circuit’s school 
for managers. Discontinuance of 
the department would be in line 
with Publix’s plan to consolidate all | 
branches into various groups to be 
directed by high executives, 











Strange Columbialude 
Firs twist is the Co 
Wanege business relationship 
is that Harry is advocating 
purchase of ‘Barretts of Wim- 
pole Street’ by Columbia, Jack 
Cohn wants to see Dreiser's 
‘Sister Carrie’ go on the pro- 
gram, and Wanger is all for 
doing ‘Flying for Fame,’ one 

of those $30,000 fast ones. 

Around the Film Club in 
New York the boys are bet- 
ting that within six months 
Marry will be carrying his 
handkerchief in his cuff and 
Walter will be talking from 
the side of his mouth. 











ROWLAND TAKES 
FOX STUDIO 
SHORTLY 


Feb. 15. 
Richard A. towland’s appoint- 
ment as Fox production head is ex- 


\W estwood, 


ee a ee 





- 
} picture, 


| 
F 
A 


pected within a week, awaiting 
only final settlement of Sol Wurt- 
zel’s contract. Al Rockett, who has | 
temporarily been in charge, prob-| 
ably will assist Rowland. 

D. E. MelIntire will also stay 
west but not directly on produc 
tion, Winnie Sheehan's name is | 


omitted in discussions of 


zation. 


reorgani- 


There's desperate digging in these 
Fox Hills at present for story ma- 
terial to replace eight scripts 


thrown out by E. R. Row- 
land and Rockett. 

Tinker, Fox president, 
Griswold, publicity chief, start east 
Wednesday (17), stopping in Chi- 
cago for a few days. Griswold will 
remain east several weeks. 


CHEVALIER FILM AT 
RIALTO AND RIVOLI 


Rivoli and Rialto will play the 
same picture day and date upon 
New York release of the new Chev- 
alier picture, ‘One Hour With You’ 
(Par). It goes into the two runs 
for as long as it can stay. 

lookings are set so that ‘Horr’ 
will follow ‘Sky Devils’ into the Riv- 
oli and ‘Shanghai Express’ at the 
Rivoli. These pictures in both 
operations succeed current attrac- 
tions. Four weeks are expected of 
‘Devils’ and ‘Shanghai.’ 

Simultaneous run of pictures at 
the Publix twins has not occurred 
since 1925 and James Cruze’s ‘Pony 
Express.’ 


Tinker, 


and Glenn 








Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Ernst Lubtisch and Jeanette Mac- 
Donald left for New York Friday 
(12) to join Chevalier for remakes 


on ‘One Hour With You.’ 
The new scene, or scenes, will 
form a new ending for the picture. 


Expectations are that the job will 
be completed within 10 days at the 


Long Island studio. 
Paramount is also tacking on a 


climax for 
here. 


gruesome 
out 


new and less 
‘The wae 2 Man’ 


pre s Trip 


Jesse Lasky hopped aboard ship 
Saturday (13) for a _ cruise to 
Bermuda. 

He will be gone two weeks and Its 
accompanied by his wife. 








Off the Shelf 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Paramount's ‘Through the Win- 
dow,’ shelved two months ago, will 
be made with Carole Lombard and 


lekentes Morris. 
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That This Total 


Forms Backbone of Cur- | 


rent Sales—6,500 Inde- 
pendents, 2,500 Chain 
Controlled—14,400 Thea- 
tres Wired, of Which 
4,000 Open but Once or 
Twice Weekly 


‘GOOD ACCOUNTS’ 


3,000 


Film accounts have dwindled 
from a top of 15,000 in silent film 
days to a maximum of 9,000 for the 
feature picture today. This means 
that there are now under 10,000 the- 
atres in the U. S. which distributors 
can figure as certain and regular 
customers. 


Of the 9,000 theatres which dis- 
tributor head salesmen say repre- 
sent the backbone of boxoffice in the 


S. and Canada, 
6,500 are described as 
pendent. 
2,500, are 
trolled, 
Distributor belief is also general 
that only 3,000 of these 9,000 can be 
truthfully labeled as ‘good ac- 
counts.” The remainder pay rentals 
averaging between $10 and $25 fora 
say the selling authorities. 
Sales accounts for the average 
picture are currently placed at 
about 7,000, with the low estimated 
at 5,000 and top, for newsreels only, 
at 10,000. Despite that more houses 


strictly inde- 
The remainder, or ‘about 
distributor-circuit con- 


are closed than two years ago, the 
wiring total has increased, which 
makes the present account sum- 
mary higher at present. 

Slightly over 5,000 houses listed 
as wired, however, are not figured 
in the general business, according 


to distributors in representative 
classes. The official list shows that 
of the approximate 14,400 houses 
equipped for sound about 4,000 are 
in the one and two nights a week 
class, and of this 14,400 total, 4,100 
are geared for disc reproduction 
only. 

To date the number of wired the- 
atres described as ‘permanently 
closed’ reaches 492, while another 
786 are listed as ‘temporarily dark.’ 

With the limited number of ac- 
counts, distributors figure that dur- 
ing 1932-33 $1,500,000 will be the 
highest gross any picture can hope 
to gross domestically, and that 
figure is conceded to be very opti- 
mistic. 





AID FOR EMPLOYEES 


Par-Publix Weighs Taking 
Workers’ Stock Losses 


Up 





Action by Paramount Publix in 
favor of employees who purchased 
stock of the company on an install- 
ment basis is in prospect. Matter 
has been discussed by Par-Publix 
heads with the Finance Committee, 
of which John Hertz is chairman, 
to evolve some means of relief, it 
is said. 

So far it is claimed the company 
has merely given the question of 
stock purchases by P-P employes 
preliminary examination without 
arriving at a decision on what's to 
be done. 

One suggestion reported is the 
establishment of a special fund for 
the purpose of returning losses em- 
ployees have suffered in their Par 
stock buys. This would possibly 
entail re-purchase of the outstand- 
ing employee stock, if employees 
want to sell, with P-P through its 
fund footing the difference between 
present market quotations and the 
price at which the stock was 
bought. 

When P-P employees were given 
permission to buy the Par stock, 
they paid $52 a share. It was at 
that time gelling in the 70’s. Fol- 
lowing recent salary cuts, many 
have been hard put to meet pay- 
ments. 


PICTURES 


ACCOUNTS SHRINK TO 9,000 


V. ARIETY 5 
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Brown's Gesture of Resigning Post 
Reported Winning Board Support 
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10 Most Moral 


\ f est p 

31 , t ad ire m d- 
point of morals, as well as en- 
ter nment or art, has been 
sent to women’s organizations 
by Mrs. Thomas G. Winter of 
the Hlays office. 

Hier ‘three-way bests’ are: 
‘Arrowsmith,’ ‘The Champ,’ 
imma,’ ‘The Miliionaire,’ 
‘Street Scene,’ ‘Alexande! 
tHlami n Cimai n Rar 
| bu "a 1acel The mtal 
Wit Connecti ‘ - 
Ke 











FLA. LINKS 
WITH WB; N.Y. 
THINKS FOX 


KENT |: 





| these 


if 


Palm Beach, Feb, 15. 

With S. R. Kent at the Boca- 
tatoon Club, near here, plus Harry 
and Abe Warner's presence in the 
area, local presumption is that the 
Warner-Kent negotiations are still 
hot. The Warners are down here | 
ostensibly on a 10 days vacation 
plus a report that J. L. Warner, 
from the Coast studio, will likely 
join them 

In view of the fact that Kent is 


fighting an attack of influenza, it is 
doubtful if any negotiations relative 
to his joining WB will become defi- 
nite one way or the other for the 
next week or 10 days. But that the 
Brothers are pursuing the former 
Paramount-Publix executive is a 


generally believed Florida deduc- 
tion. 
tegarding Kent's illness, he is 


reported out of danger but in need 
of rest. 


In New York a vein of authori- 
tative film opinion still links Kent 
as ultimately becoming president 
of Fox under a working agreement 
with Loew’s whereby Nick Schenck 
would become chairman of the Fox 
board of directors and either L. B. 
Mayer or Irving Thalberg, of Metro, 
would assume command of Fox pro- 
duction. 


SCHENCK WILL ASK U. A. 
STARS FOR ONE APIECE 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Meeting of those who make up 
United Artists has been tentatively 
set for some time in April. At that 
time Joseph M. Schenck will ask 
the stockholdings stars to each 
make one or more picture for the 
new program. 

Schenck hopes to augment the 
program from its present 14-16 pro- 
ductions for 1932-33. Charlie Chap- 
expected to cancel his pro- 
posed trip to Japan because of Sino- 
Japanese hostilities and return here 
in time for the conference. Mary 
Pickford will be on hand but Doug- 
las Fairbanks will be in the South 
Seas according to present arrange- 
ments. 

Contrary to talk, 
and are not for 
being kept open, 


Chaplin's studio 
sale, both 


home 


Can’t Find Sheehan 


Feb. 15. 
Nobody can find Winnie Sheehan 
Reports on Sheehan range from 


Hollywood, 


his going to or being in Florida to 
his sunning himself on the French 
tiviera. 
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Information is that Hiram Brown, 
RKO president, offered to resign 
last eek, but his resignation was 
éfu 1 at private meetings with 


members of the RKO board 


mt « ors The regular directors 

tir has been put over to this 
veek, probably Tuesday or Wed- 
nesday, due to the illness of 
David Sarnoff, president of RCA 
and chairman of the RKO board. 
Situation portends that Brown will 
be tendered a vote of confidence 
at the oflicial conference. 

In reviewing his work with RKO, 
ff which he has been the head for 
the past four years, it is under- 
tood that one point Brown makes 
is that while he realizes that the 
pi re end of the company is its 

knes reorganization is now 

‘ing place to strengthen this arm 


id that he 


studio 


claims the weekly Radio 
overhead has been reduced 


from around $200,000 to near $100,- 
000 a week. 
Studio Unit System 
In conjunction with his offer to 
tender his resignation, it is said 
that Brown also insisted that it 


be accompanied by his statement 
which included a defense of himself 
and his associates during his and 
their tenure of office. 

It is believed that Brown's studio 
intent is to establish the unit sys- 
tem of picture making and that ne- 
gotiations are taking place to ac- 
quire services of two wel! known 
directors. The plan proposed for 
men is that they each make 
and supervise two other pic- 
yearly. 


three 


ree 


Rosenzwieg and 
Voight Join Col.; 
Prexy Goes West 


Charles N. Rosenzweig has 
joined Columbia pictures and be- 
comes that company’s sales man- 
ager. tosenzweig was formerly 


general sales manager for Radio, 
which post- he resigns to join Co- 
lumbia. 

Harry Cohn, Columbia’s new 
prexy, and Eddie Buzzell, Columbia 
director, left for the studio yester- 
day (Monday). Cohn had been here 
over a month during which time he 
bought out the interests of one of 
the partners, Joe Brandt, and se- 
cured Walter Wanger as vice-pres- 
ident. 

Hubert Voight, Coast publicity 
man, flew east last week to see 
Cohn and is set as in charge of 
studio exploitation. Voight was 
formerly at Warners-First Na- 
tional. He will remain east for 
about two weeks. 

Lou Metzger resigned as_ sales 
manager of Columbia last week 
with no one appointed as yet as his 
successor. Along with Metzger’s 
withdrawal it became known that 
Bert Ennis, publicity head for the 
same company, is out. This eastern 


post also remains unfilled. 
Metzger’s intention is a vacation 
Coastward, probably by boat, start- 
ing in about a week. 
Sane on Coast 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 


Will H. Hays, with his assistant, 
Maurice McKenzie, are due here 
today (Monday). They may remain 
a month. 

It is a periodical Hays call, in 
the routine way. 


Joe Kennedy Here 


Joseph P. 
ture executive, 


Kennedy, former pic- 
arrived in New 
yesterday (15). He is ex- 
pected to remain here about twe 
weeks before returning to Palm 
Beach where family is winter- 


ing 


i fin 
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Studios Cull From Unproduced 


Plays: WB's $250 Top For Scripts 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Recent circularizing of writers by 
Carl Laemmle, Jr., in an attempt to 
uncover new story material has been 
taken up by Warners and Metro. 

Warners has sent letters to a long 
list of playwrights known to have 
unproduced plays copyrighted, re- 
questing them to submit material 
they own. Studio later informs the 
writers it is paying only $150 per 
play, with top being $250. Much 
new story stuff, however, has come 
under the eye of readers since the 
letters were sent. 

Metro Tries It 

Metro used the ‘mail order’ meth- 
od in sending letters to agents and 
some writers asking for stories on 
Soviet Russia. Studio is having 
trouble with the Soviet yarn on 
which it has been working over a 
year, and would like to see new 
ideas. 

Solicitation by letter as a method 
of reaching authors may become a 
regular occurrence. It enables stu- 
dios to cover more ground than by 
waiting for mss. to be sent in. It 
encourages writers to dig up old, 
and possibly good, yarns which they 
wouldn't think of submitting un- 
asked. 

Expected shortage of picture ma- 
terial is also behind studios’ whole- 
sale system to uncover new stuff. 





Home Town Films 
With Local Belles 
And Beaux Again 


Venerable idea-of making home 
town pictures, starring the elected 
belle and beau of the village, is 
cropping up again. Practice went 
out when talkers came in, but now 
it’s around again. ‘Two such films 
are reported opening shortly, one 
in Lockport, N. Y., and the other 
in a small Massachusetts town. 

Scheme includes the usual routine 
of hook-ups with the local theatres, 
merchants, voting contest, etc. A 
vaude agency recently produced 
two such films in a New York sub- 
urb and an upstate town. 

Occasionally a chamber of com 
merce takes to the plan .to boos 
its town. 


OROWITZ STEPS UP 


Succeeds to Hess’ Post, Who Joins 
Publix Feb. 20 








E. M. Orowitz has been promoted 
to succeed J, J. Hess as director of 
national advertising, publicity and 
exploitation for RKO circuit. Wil- 
liam Adler will be his assistant. 

A survey of all Paramount- Publix 
circuit departments for better co- 
ordination on advertising and pub- 
licity will be undertaken by Jack 
Hess who joins that organization 
Feb. 20. Hess’ title is assistant to 
the P-P publicity head, Arthur 
Mayer. He has been given a one 
year’s contract. 


Report Green Candidate 
For 1.A.T.S.E. Presidency 


Richard J. Green, formerly secre- 
tary-treasurer of the IA.T.S.E., 
will seek nomination this year of 
the presidency, it is reported. At 
present a touring manager with 
a Fanchon & Marco unit, ‘Yester- 
day’s Stars,’ information is that he 
is already preparing his campaign. 

Presidency of the I. A. will come 
up at the convention, to be held 
this year early in June in Colum- 
bus, O. 





When William F. Canavan re- 
signed last December, William C. 
Elliott, first v. p. automatically 


succeeded to the post for the un- 
expired term. It is presumed ElI- 
liott will seek election at the com- 
ing convention. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Maurice Joachim. 
Nat Ross. 
Ernst Lubitsch. 
Jeanette MacDonale. 
Maurice Jcachim. 
Steve Donoghue, 
Glenn Grisweld. 
E. R. Tinker. 








N. Y. to L. A. 


Harry Cohn 
Eddie Buzzell 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Feb. 19 





ROTH LEAVES WB 


Was With Co. 9 Yrs.—Rauh, Too 


Murray Roth left Warner Broth- 


head of its shorts production de- 


Stanley Rauh, writer, also dropped 
out with Roth. Roth is negotiating 
with Columbia on a script and may 


two weeks. 


BAROMETER 
START-STOP 
SIGNAL 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Even the highly touted southern 
California 





which doesn't 


always live up to the Chamber of 


weather, 


Commerce's blurbs, is assailed in the 


current efliciency scheme at the 


studios. 

Rainy season used to carry with 
it a tremendous waste due to delays 
and postponement of exterior pro- 
duction, but now these costly post- 
ponements are rare in comparison. 
especially was this manifest dur- 
ing the recent heavy storms which 
have set a record for precipitation. 
Under current efficiency arrange- 
ments an interior production pro- 
gram is arranged for days calling 
for exteriors, to replace the latter if 
the weather is inclement. 3arom- 
eters are on every major lot and 
closely watched, 

These precautions also provide 
for sets to be built far in advance to 
take care of sudden changes in pro-r 
duction locale if necessary. 

Not so long ago production often 
started before the scripts and sets 
were completed, with a haphazard 
schedule that carried few, if any, 
provisions for the usual unusual- 
ness of California climate. 





Brandt Must Appear 


Joe Brandt has been ordered to 
appear for examination before trial 
in the suit of Al Selig against Co- 
lumbia for breach of contract. Su- 
preme Court Justice Levy signed 
the order demanding Brandt's ap- 
pearance Friday (19). 

Selig, who was director of ad- 
vertising and publicity for Colum- 
bia, is asking for $5,000 following 
dismissal’ several months prior to 
expiration of his contract, 

Since filing of the suit, Brandt 
sold out to Harry Cohn and retired 
as Col’s president. 


Head of Shorts and B’klyn Studio 


ers’ Brooklyn studio last week as 


partment. Roth's affiliation with|] (Pathe). 

WB covered a period of over nine | Winter Garden — ‘Hatchet 
years. Head duties at the Flatbush | Man’ (WB) (3rd week). 

plant are being divided between | Rialto — ‘Shanghai Express’ 
Herman Ruby and Joe Henneberry | (Par) (17). 


leave for the Coast within the next | 


AS 


Paramount — ‘Nice Women’ 
(U). 

Roxy — ‘She Wanted a Mil- 
lionaire’ (Fox). 

Capitol — ‘Lovers Courage- 
ous’ (Metro). 

Rivoli — ‘Arrowsmith’ (2rd 





week) (UA). 
Strand—'Fireman, Save My 
|| Child’ (WB). 


Mayfair—‘Lady With a Past’ 


Hippodrome—‘Final Editicn’ 


(Col) (20). 


| =" 
| Week Feb. 26 
Roxy — ‘Gay Caballero’ 
(Fox). 
Capitol — ‘Arsene Lupin’ 
(Metro). 
| Rivoli — ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) 
(25). 


Strand — ‘The Extra’ (WB). 
Winter Garden — ‘Hatchet 
} Man’ (FN) (4th week). 
Rialto — ‘Shanghai Express’ 
(Par) (2nd week). 
$2 Pictures 


‘Hell Divers’ (Metro) (As- 
tor) (9th week). 
‘Man Who Played God’ 


(WB) (Warners) (2nd week). 


Foreign Films 


| ‘Road to Life’ (Amkino) 
(Russian) (Cameo) (4th 
| veek). 
‘Das Lied Ist Aus’ (Super- 
film) (German) (Europa) (4th 
week). 
‘Ein Walzer vom Strauss’ 
(Splendid) (German) (Little 
Carnegie) (2nd week). 
‘Charlotte  Lowenskold’ 
(Swerska) (Swedish) (5th 


Ave) (19). 
‘Sein Sheidungsgrund’ (Ufa) 
(German) (Cosmopolitan) (19). 











M-G Exchange Asks 
Chi Exhibs to Raise 
Own Rental Rates 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Exhibitors served by local ex- 
changes are excited about a form 
letter sent out by the Metro office 
here. It asks that the theatres 
voluntarily increase their rentals for 
the remainder of the M-G product 
by 25%. Latter states that since 
rentals at present are only 75% of 
the original quota set, the exhibs 
should at this time reestablish the 
rentals at the full quota. 

The theatre men, as a body, are 
not taking any action on the letter 
merely letting the matter slide. 
Feeling is that the step is a counter- 
action on the part of the exchange 
to prevent further reductions in 
prices at the next selling season. 





Hammel’s First Flash 
Lester Hammel, head of William 
Morris’ eastern picture department 
left for Hollywood last week. 
It is Hammel’s first view of the 
Pacific ocean. He'll remain about 
three weeks. 








Washington, Feb. 15. 

Among 11 bills before Congress 
are the usual nutty proposals that 
die of their owz absurdity but give 
an idea of how the legislative mind 
sometimes works. 

Sex in anv form more virile than 
Gene Strat-ton-Porter would be 
banned from pictures under one bill 
that would include sex matters con- 
| veyed ‘by implication.’ Government 
agents could grab the cans con- 
taining contrc band sex scenes, 

Another proposal is to put the 
government into pictures through a 
Welfare Department to have the 
tidy sum of $1,000,000,000 at its dis- 
posal to make ‘proper’ films, and, 
having made them, give them away 
free to the public through clubs, 
churches, lodges, or what-havye-you. 

Block booking is also the subject 
of the regular congressional atten- 
tion. 





Congress Has 1] Legislative Film 
Bills Including Usual Nut Stuff 





4 


No New Developments 
In Studio-Union Talks 





Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 
Meetings on new studio union 
contracts continue in preliminary 


stages with major issues of wage 
cuts and jurisdiction far from set- 
tlement. 

Pat Casey, Al Berres and Jack 
Gain represent the producers. For 
the IATSE are William Elliott, 
John Nick, Walter Croft, and Frank 
‘arruthers, local studio contact. 


NEW GIBSON SERIES 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Allied Pictures (M. H. Hoffman) 
will start a new series of eight Hoot 
Gibson pictures in March. 
Story for the first is being written 
; by Adele Buffington. 





—= 


Hollywood | 





weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


Kinder Than Hollywood 

Foreigners who have been hiding 
from immigration authorities are 
giving themselves up for deporta- 
tion. 

Dearth of multi-linguals caused 
imports to figure they'd better go 
home, 

Mickey McGuire Legalized 

Judge Gates ruled Mickey Mc- 
Guire, kid actor, had a right to usé 
that cognomen as his legally 
changed name. Judge dissolved an 
injunction by Radio, Darmour Pro- 
ductions and Fontaine Fox against 
the boy’s taking it. 


es 


Zieggy Gets Radio Gal 


June Pureell, blues’ singer at 
KFWB, fills an engagement in Zieg- 
feld’s new show, with later NBC 


dates in view. 
Academy Moves 
Deal practically set for the Acad 
emy to move to the new building 
which will be built on the plot in 
front of the Writers’ Club. 





Wheeler-Woolsey Overquoted 

Wheeler-Woolsey deal with Radio 
is off, studio being unable to see the 
$125,000 per picture asked by the 
comedians. Boys are now lookin: 
for finances as producer-stars in 
the indie field. If that fails they’) 
tour the sticks with a musical. 

U. A. Theatres’ Lien 

Mechanics’ lien foreclosure asked 
on the United Artists theatres on 
Wilshire and Whittier boulevards 
and Long Beach by the H. I. Beller 
Construction Co. Same contractor 
brought a similar suit in December 
against the UA Inglewood house. 
Contractor claims $59,000 balance 
due on contracts. 





Van Buren’s Group 

Radio’s increased shorts program 
includes two-reelers using the 
Masquers and Dominoes, player or- 
ganizations. Amidee Van Buren 
will make 84, 48 being travelog and 
animal one-reelers and Nick Har- 
ris detective plots. Rest of program 
to be supervised by Lou Brock. 


Alice Gentle at Neighb. 

Trying out draw of personalities 
in a nabe house, Fox-West Coast 
has Alice Gentle booked this week 
in the Wilshire. More stage shows, 
all spot booked, in outlying houses 
include the McKenzie players.in a 
split week in two situations, 





Minna as Coach 
Minna Gombel got a Fox renewal, 
calling for acting and coaching. 
James Hanley, song writer, also 
Fox optioned. 





Markey Stays 
Gene Markey stays with Metro, 
option exercised. 


Adapts and Leaves 
Brought to Paramount to adapt 
and dialog her novel, ‘Goldfish 
Bowl,’ Mary McCall left the studio 
Saturday (13). 


Reginald Mason at Radio 
Reginald Mason, rehearsing fo! 
‘First Mrs. Fraser,’ was taken by 
Radio and Fox for pictures, Charles 
Brown, here in ‘Sherlock Holmes, 
also benefited by local legit date, 
and got a Fox part. 


Schildkraut Sued 
Agents commission suits have 
been filed by Rebecca & Silton 
against Joseph Schildkraut for $900 
and by Collier & Flinn against L. G. 
Rigby, writer, for $2,175. 


Heads Art Dept. 
Hans Dreier succeeds Van Nest 
Polglase, resigned, as Paramount's 
art department head. 


Writing for Mix 
Jack Natteford writing third Tom 
Mix story at Universal, 


‘Cohens and Kellys in Hollywood’ 
gets a theme song—Where Are 
You?’ by Paul McVey and Irving 
Bibo. 


Russell’s Original 
John Russell is at Radio on an 
original adventure story which 
Merian C. Cooper will supervise. 
Berkeley’s Numbers 
Busby Berkeley will do dance 
routines for ‘Girl Crazy’ retakes and 
‘Bird of Paradise,’ using 36 girls, 


Lloyd’s Delay 
Negotiations with Columbia on 
Constance Cummings has stalled 
start of Harold Lloyd’s picture. Gir] 
will be ready next week. 
Wrestling Story 
‘Torch Murder,’ by Gordon Kahn 
and a wrestling feature, being origi- 








nalled by Leonard Praskins, are 


among Metro’s future production 





Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regulap 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





possibilities. Kahn also taken ig 
adapt his story. 





Lord Forced to Bed 

Flu attack forced Del Lord to giva 
up direction of Sennett’s ‘Spot on 
the Rug.’ Babe Stafford replacing, 

Jack Lewis, former Boston cafe 
operator, reopens Olsen’s night 
club March 17. 

Dorothy Jordan Appeals 

Dorothy Jordan will appeal a 
municipal court award of $1,104 
commission on her Metro contract 
to Mrs. E. S. Cowell, agent. Al. 
leges that Mrs. Cowell had ignored 
provisions of the state agency act, 
also the ruling in the Raphaelson 
suit that agents aren’t entitled to 
commish after discharge. 

Note Mix-Up 

B. U. Cain and W. F. Alder are 
held individually liable for a $5,000 
note endorsed as officials of Colore- 
art Synchrotone Corp., Ltd., in 1929, 
They failed to establish that an 
assignment of ‘In Old Madrid’ 
profits to Julius Lippman, note 
holder, had been an actual lien. 

Duncan’s $2,500 

Duncan Sisters will get $2,500 for 
their week at the Paramount (18), 
and 50% of the gross over $22,500, 
Frank Dazey working on a musical 
version of his father’s ‘In Old Kene- 
tucky’ for the team. 

Wanted in London 
Another horror call to Hollywood 


from London for Colin Clive. He'll 
have time to finish a picture in 
England before repeating the 


‘Frankenstein’ 
Karloff and 
meg. 
Horse.’ 


combo with Boris 
James Whale at the 
New trembler is ‘Old Dark 


Mystery Still Is 
Campbell McCollough has come 
pleted his inside survey of Unie 
versal and the mystery about him 
now is the details of the report left 
with Henry Henigson. 
Delectable 
George Rosener’s first assign- 
ment, on his Warner write-an-act 
contract, is a story about a maniac 
who eats human flesh. 
Testing Author 
A script try-out will be given 
‘The Devil Laughs’ by Radio before 
deciding on its purchase. Owen 
Francis, author, is on salary to 
work out the screen adaptation 
with Jane Murfin. It’s in mind for 
Constance Bennett. 


Dinehart at WB 
Allan Dinehart gets the lead opp 
Kay Francis in ‘Women of Chance” 
at Warners. 
Ernie Nevers Tests 
Ernie Nevers, set for tests at 
Metro and Paramount, broke a 
wrist winding up his pre-football 
season at San Francisco. 


Phew Bombs 





Filmarte theatre, which shows 
arty imports, received a_ stench 
bomb two successive nights. Two 


days previous the Beverly theatre 
was odorized. Both belong to 
Hollywood Theatres, Ltd., using 
non-union boothmen, 


Lon Chaney’s Son Starts 
Creighton Chaney, son of the late 
Iron Chaney, given a contract by 
Radio. Studio will spot him in bits 
for a possible build-up. This is his 
first picture experience. 


Gary Cooper’s Return 


Gary Cooper is due back at Para-., 


mount from Africa March 1. Nothe- 
ing set for him on his return with 
‘Farewell to Arms’ still in the air. 
‘Miracle Man,’ intended for him, 
now has Chester Morris. 


Bill Brady’s Coast Show 
William A. Brady will produce a 
Coast show with Edward Belasco 

(Continued on page 63) 


FOX HOLDS ITS LAB 


Recurring stories that Fox would 
transfer its film printing to Con- 
solidated, possibly selling its New 
York lab to that company, are de- 
nied. A Consolidated official de- 
clares that so far Fox has not in- 
dicated it will give up its own lab. 

Companies having their own labs 
and doing all their own printing 
at present are Fox, Warner Eros. 
and Paramount. 








Al Reid Promoted 
Al Reid, former manager of the 
New York Hippodrome, has been 
appointed district head of the B. 
& P. circuit by RKO. 
The B. & PF. string censtitute @ 
chain of New Jersey houses. 
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WB Production End Now Completely 


Over to Sound on Film, Last to Change 


_—_—_—— + 


Warner Bros., the first film pro- 
ducing firm to use sound, is now the 
last to discard the disc system of 
recording upon which the Vitaphone 
trademark was established. Rid- 
ding itself of the platter method is 
estimated to have cost WB close to 
$2,500,000 in scrapping recording 
equipment alone. The Burbank stu- 
dios have generally been shooting 
sound-on-film now for about two 
months, 


Although WB, like other com- 
panies, have disc scores for about 
5,000 sales accounts which as yet 


sound on film equipment, 
method of recording is 
now the opposite of what it was. 
Instead of dubbing from disc to 
sound track, WB now shoots on film 
and dubs to disc. 

Exihibitor complaints were nu- 
merous regarding high costs of rec- 
ords as compared to the track and 
picture in one, Many theatre own- 
ers refused to use the discs. This, it 
is believed, found the turning point 
in the WB attitude on recording 
methods. Firm’s attitude was al- 
ways that it would never leave the 
disc method. 

Location Difficulty 


Difficulty of the disc on location 
recording resulted in the Warners 
first using film. Even then, it was 
declared by Warner execs, sound on 
film was inferior to disc, and the 
company used the track on location 
only to expedite production. 

With the star chamber proceed- 
ings in the WB-Western Electric 
nearing completion of testimony 
from both sides, and although both 
sides are restrained by agreement 
from commenting about the private 
battle until its completion, one ver- 
sion is that WB is counting upon a 
cut of $5,000 on every reproducing 
equipment W. E. has in operaticn. 

On this basis Warners is appar- 
ently figuring on an award which, if 
maximum, would not exceed $22,- 
500,000. Reports ever since the pro- 
ceeding started over three years ago 
have consistently placed this figure 
at $50,000,000. 


have no 
the present 


Doubt Wire Firms’ 
Term Cuts Abroad; 
Would Squawk Here 


lt American sound device firms 
cut the terms of their royalties in 
Europe, as reported being contem- 
plated, producer licensees over here 
are preparing to demand a similar 
reduction, or charge the electrics 
with being partial. 

For some time 
American licensees has been that 
the electrics shoul’ adopt a scale 
of royalties rather than the pres- 
ent flat demand of $500 per nega- 
tive reel. Among producer execu- 
tives, however, feeling is that there 
will be no royalty reduction in any 
part of the world, at least on the 


feeling among 


part of Western Electric. General 
Electric’s interest, Photophone, 
while having made reductions in 
fields outside of the picture busi- 
ness, also indicates it will adhere 
to its flat royalty for all b.o. reel- 
age. 


‘Interlude’ as Special 

First picture this year from 
Metro to be designated for sale as 
4 special, rather than delivered un- 
der contract, will be ‘Strange In- 
terlude,’ with Norma Shearer and 
Clark Gable. 

M-G reserves the right to desig- 
mate three pictures over and above 
those called for by its agreements. 


BACK TO OLD JOB 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Mark Larkin leaves Hays to re- 
turn to Pickford-Fairbanks publici- 
ty berth he formerly held for 10 
years, Believed here Joe Breen’s 
advent rendered Larkin superfluous 
4t Hays branch 





Par-WB Wire 


A direct telephone line now 
connects Paramount and War- 
ners. These are the only com- 
panies known to have such a 
wire. 

Reason 
pediting 
bookers. 


given is that of ex- 
transactions of film 














TniErgon-DeF orest 
Will Argue in May, 
Wilmington Hearing 


Wilmington, Feb. 15. 

Sound-on-film litigation appeared 
wide open again as Tri-Ergon’s suit 
against General Talking Pictures, 
DeForest Phonofilms, and Lee De- 
Forest, himself, got under way be- 
fore Judge Nields in Federal court 
last week. In view of Fox’s con- 
nection with Tri-Ergon, it is looked 
upon as his effort to place his inter- 
ests in a more strategic position in 
the talker patent situation. 

Tri-Ergon’s suit is based on the 
vacuum tube principle of sound re- 
cording, for which DeForest now 
holds patents. Tri-Ergon 
says the principle was first devel- 
oped by three German scientists, 
Drs. Joseph Engel, Joseph Massolle 
and Hans Voght. 

DeForest’s patent, they contend, 
should not have been issued, and 
the bill asks Judge Nields to com- 


basic 


pel the patent office to honor the 
German's claims. If this should be 
done, Fox would acquire rights to 


the talker principle involved. In 
June, 1924, the three scientists sold 
their rights to Tri-Ergon Holding 


A. G., of Switzerland, which in turn 
transferred the rights to Fox in 
September, 1928. Fox then turned 
over to Tri-Ergon Co., of New York 
in 1930. 

Dr. W. C. Ballard, of Cornell Uni- 
versity, chief witness for  ‘Tri- 
Ergon, testified that there is a wide 
difference between the _ enclosed 
‘are light’ tube of DeForest’s patent 
and the ‘glow lamp,’ now generally 
used in sound talking. Plaintiffs, 
by means of this, attempt to show 
that DeForest’s patent did not cov- 
er the principle developed by the 
Germans. 

Like Control Room 

During the week, the Federal 
Court looked- like the control room 
of a zep, with all types of electri- 
cal apparatus, recording machines 


and projectors on exhibition. A 
constant flood of highly technical 
language kept spectators dizzy. 


During the frequent interludes, De- 


Forest spent his time lecturing at 
schools and business men’s lun- 
cheons. 


DeForest took the stand Wednes- 
day (10). He insisted that the 1919 
application covered the entire tube 
recording principle. 

Testimony was concluded towards 
the end of the week, with Judge 
Nields setting next May for argu- 
ment on the facts brought out. De- 
cision will probably not be handed 
down until several months after 
that date. 

Chief of counsel for plaintiffs is 
M. S. Ward, Jr., of Newark; for De- 
Forest, S. E. Darby and former 
Judge H. M. Morris, who last year 
handed down the vital decision 


against Western Electric over the 
Reis patent. 

The DeForest issue, it is under- 
stood, will not delay Tri-Ergon’s 
general action against the Amer- 
ican industry which charges _ in- 


fringement of two 


, . 
Garbo’s Third 
Metro will release ‘As You Desire 
Me’ as this year’s third Greta Garbo 


talker. 


patents. 





irandello play will be directed 
by George Fitzmaurice and goes 
into production immediatel) fol- 
lowing ‘Grand Hotel.’ 


+ 
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‘ADERG REACT 
OM 1 104 PT. 


| Profit Taking and New Sell- 
ing Break Prices in 500,- 
000 Share Opening Half 
Hour—Support Comes in 
and Prices Steady on De- 
clining Volume—Steel Off 
More Than 2; Telephone 
Drops 4 














FILM SHARES GIVE WAY 





By AL GREASON 

Short covering of an urgent kind 
having accomplished Thurs- 
day and Saturday, the stock mar 
ket went into a secondary reaction 
yesterday (Mon), with new selling 
at many points. Amurement shares 
went with the others, although 
there had been less of a run up 
among the _ theatre than 
among the pivotal stocks. 

Whole market demonstrated that 
it is not yet able to break through 
the peak of Jan. 15. It about dou- 
bled that top on Saturday and yes- 
terday was regarded as a test of its 
ability to push through. 

Same was true of the film ieader, 
Loew, which was balked at the 
identical same level, 31, where it 
met resistance on the mid-January 
advance and reacted promptly to 
2844, recovering later in quiet trad- 
ing. Par abandoned its Saturday 
top at the outset and dropped about 


been 


issues 


a point before it steadied around 
8%. Other price changes’ were 
fractional. 

Bond prices did well, showing 


minor gains all around, with volume 
in some cases fairly heavy. Puz- 
zling detail of the turn-around is 
that bonds keep pace with equity 
stocks, which should not be the 
case if the boom is based on pros- 
pects on inflation. Exports of gold 
to foreign countries, which look 
with alarm at the possibilities of 
depreciated U. S. currency, were 
heavy, but commodity prices were 
generally off. another negation of 
the inflation theory. 

Technical secondary reaction was 
less than looked for and may con- 
tinue for another day or two, after 
which a resumption of the uptrend 
should come, since yesterday’s deal- 
ings demonstrated that the bull 
sponsorship is strong and it would 
not be logical to expect it to aban- 
don its improved position without 
a struggle. 

Shorts and Inflation 

Call the new credit expansion 
program of the Administration a 
political trick or a master stroke 
of statecraft, whatever you lke. 
But it had the effect of bringing on 
a real bear panic in the active stock 
market leaders that pushed the 
Dow-Jones industrial averages up 
from a triple bottom at 71.80 to 
85.82, which almost exactly du- 
plicates the rally peak of Jan. 15. 
This gain was made in two days, 
Friday and Saturday, and _ rep- 
resented a jump of nearly 12 points. 

The violent run up was staged 
very largely at the expense of the 


shorts aided somewhat by repur- 
chasing of stock sold in December 
for tax purposes and the buying 


made an impressive showing, much 
of it being in large blocks. 

The whole thing was shrewdly 
timed to catch the shorts unaware. 
The Wednesday market had broken 
through the bottom of Jan. 5 in all 
the averages except Dow-Jones and 
at the close the outlook was for 
further recession. News of the 
Washington pr. @sal came sudden- 
ly over night and with the Thurs- 
day opening the bear panic was on. 
It was resumed Saturday after the 
holiday lapse, the suddenness of it 
all playing a large part in the 
psychology of the bears. 

Over the week-end anti-adminis- 
tration newspapers opened up theil 
batteries on the whole subject of 
inflation, seeking to make it appear 
like the greenback campaign of a 
generation or so ago, and arguing 
that mere currency and credit ex- 
pansion was artificial and did not 
touch the real ills of depression at 
their seat By mid-day yesterday 

(Continued on page 37) 
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FIRST VERDICT 
ON SCHOOL 
PICTURES 


Visual education by screen will 
receive its first decision from the 
schools when 15,000 representatives 
of the National Educational Asso- 
ciation convene in Washington, D. 
C., week of Feb. 22. 

It is believed that steps under 
consideration for the past 10 years 
by educators, in regard to pictures 
in the classroom, will be discussed. 





It is also thought that when the 
convention closes a committee of 
teachers to delve thoroughly into 


the subject of academic films will 
have been named. 

Instructional pictures produced 
by Fox and Western Electric are 
to be discussed at the convention, 





Incorporations 





Rhode Island 
Providence, Feb. 15. 


Alton Amusement Company, Woon- 
socket; general amusement business; 100 
shares of no par stock; Herbert Tierman, 
Providence; Francis W. Conlon, West 
Warwick, and Jeannette M. Richarsd, 
West Warwick. 

California 
Sacramento, Feb. 15. 

Independent Motion Picture Producers 
Ass’n., County of Los Angeles, no capital 
stock. M. H. Hoffman, Phil Goldstone, 
Nat Levine, Alfred T. Mannon, surton 
King, et al. 

D, & G. Film Enterprises, County of 
Los Angeles (story and playwrights), 
apital stock $25,000, none subscribed, H. 
Maynard Dickinson, Al Davis, G. B. 
Hughes. 

The Marvin Corp., County of Los An- 


geles (theatre brokers and operators), 
capital stock $25,000, none subscribed. 
Max M. Kravetz, Koe Stulsaft, Jacob 


J. Lieberman. 
Westland Theatres Corp. name changed 
to Westland Theatres, Ine. 


Judgments 


Audio-Cinema, Inc.; Leo Lewis 
& Co.; $207.17. 
Harrie E. Nugent; Capitol Film 


Exchange; $89.57. 


Harrie E. Nugent; Columbia Pic- 
tures Corp.; $216.30. 
Dreazen Music Shop, Inc.;. May 


Dist. Corp.; $367.67. 

New York Times Co., a corpora- 
tion: E. H. Anderson; $2,194.09. 

Zelma O’Neal; M. Samper, $3,- 
646.50. 

Stanley Recording Co. of America, 
Inc.; Alexander Cohen and Irving 
Staub; Bank of U. S.; $16,599.76. 

William A. Brady, Jr.; N. Y. Tel. 
Co.; $76.35. 

Dreazen Music Chop, Inc.; D. W. 
May, Ine $310.95. 

B’klyn Free Musical 
Dimitry Dobkin; Udell 
Inc.; $355.20. 

Satisfied Judgment 

New York Times Co., a corpora- 

tion: F. H. Anderson; $2194.99, Feb 


%, 1952. 


Soc’y and 


Realty Co 





Triple Bills Latest Exhibitors’ Stunt: 
Chicago Fears Start of New Epidemic 


e 
4 - . = 
Yesterday’s Prices Chicago, Feb. 13 
Following predictions that triple 
Net ; ; 
Sales Hizh.Low.Last chge. features were the next stop after 
v0) Con. F +p 4\ twin bills, five local theatres last 
400 Cor F. pr. 10% 9% be “| 
9,600 East. K... 78) T4755 15s week swung into the tri-feature 
3,100 Fox A 43, 3% 4 - P Ron 
2,100 Gen. Thr... % % 3, classification and had the entire 
7,800 Loew -- 30% 28% 2919— % local branch of the industry yelping. 
200 M-G-M ... 20% 19% 20% + % ra ae . ; . 
6.100 Par-P .... 9 8% 8% Li, Theatres giving ‘em three features 
400 Pathe .... = % » ios . for the price of one are the Rose- 
1,200 Pathe A.. 45 34% 4% - . : 
©1'600 RC @ a to 8% 8%, ha wood, Bugg, Admiral, Drake and 
O50 BO «sire S 5% OS \% Rivoli. They are spott d in the 
100 Shub ..... & By me cies ee a 
1,700 W. B . && 38 3 x northwest sector of town, the zone 
BONDS in which double features rolled up 
$9,000 Gen. Thi 4 345 4 + & their headway. Double features are 
10,000 Loew So" 5 ~ ' conceded to ave commenced in the 
3,000 Keith 50 49%, of + % : 
2,000 Par-Fam . 53 53 53 fight between the Rosewood, the 
10,000 Par-Pub .. 49 48 49 41 re? . Besanessn Marthe 
1.000 RKO .....1038% 103% 103 a Bugs and the Mssaness North 
33,000 W. B 321 32 32 he center, 
CURB Film boys are yelping but have 
50 Edu P 8 8 8 4 not determined just how to combat 
300 Fox Thr.. 7% % %, 4 eee " te ae 
1,400 Gen. T. pt. " 5, By the new menace. I ilm exe hanges 
100 Tech. .... 24 2% 2% + % and exhib associations have tried 
mp Ge 91 Die 91, le * . 
Lap sisi senact niet aint is to induce these theatres to drop this 
* Sales and prices to 2:10 p.m. overdosing, but they haven't been 
able to secure any agreement from 


the exhibs. The tri-feature exhibs 
have as their argument the fact 
that the other so-called double 


feature spots are squeezing through 
triple feature bills on Saturday 
nights by giving the public the reg- 
ular two pictures and adding a 
‘preview’ of one of the Sunday 
flickers. 

Several of triple feature 
houses are even going in for ad- 
ditional overstuffing, through give- 
aways and specialty nights. Every- 


these 


thing from silk hose to electric 
clocks. 

Film row is uneasy for it feels 
that if the triple trick isn’t stran- 
gled it may mean that the entire 


city will be forced to triple feature, 
just as it was pushed into twin 
features. 

Majority of exhibs in town are 
more than ready tc return to single 
pictures, but are being held back 
by the few theatres which refuse 
to budge from the generosity policy. 
And it’s readily admitted that 
there’s no chance of getting back 
to former standards unless the 
move is unanimous, 


De Forest Finds Its 
Lone Recorder On 


Duty in Shanghai 


The only DeForest Phonofilm stu- 
dio recording apparatus active in 
the world today is reported in 
Shanghai. This equipment, it is 
said, is not yet paid for, represent- 
ing a price to the company of about 
$25,000. 

A former Phonofilm employee in 
the New York office decided to go to 
the Far East last summer. His 
plans then were to become an ex- 
hibitor and to look into the pros- 
pects for production in China. For 
this reason he secured the recorder 








on what are said to have been a 
series of promissory notes, 
Disappeared 
No one in the New York office 


heard thereafter of the young man, 
described as tall, adventurous and 
athletic. The notes were filed. 

Last week news dispatches re- 
vealed to the PeForest office that its 


j}recorder was doing active duty on 
the Sino-Japanese front and that 
the Japanese had confiscated the 


film. 

Whether the apparatus was taken 
over by the Japs along with the film 
is not known at DeForest headquar- 
But attention been re- 
newed as to the ‘notes, 


ters, has 


‘TARZAN’ FOR ASTOR 
‘Tarzan,’ (M-G) is the picture 
likely to open at the Astor by the 
end of the month. Metro is said 


to have figured its spectacle quali- 


ties for $2 

‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G), previously 
Astor candidate, 
48 a result goes to the Capitol, New 


mentioned as an 
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Shorts Get Walloping $23,000; 
Fireman’ Strong with $18,000 








Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 

With that unconcerned facility 
with which houses change their pol- 
icy out here, the Pantages this week 
omits its feature entirely. Only 
shorts surround the Negro musical, 
‘Lucky Day,’ brought in for a week 
at regular scale following 
an engagement as a $2 legit down- 
town. 

Show is certain to give house an 
outstanding gross. Matinees at this 
spot customarily play to a mere 
corporal’s guard, but with the stage 
show condensed very little in run- 
ning time the house very nearly 
went clean afternoons. Against 
such box office endorsement a 
change of policy every week would 
be strictly okay. 

Another switch is Warners West- 
ern, newest of that company’s 
string, which has gone reserved seat 
at $1.50 for the run of ‘Man Who 
Played God.’ That’s figured as four 
weeks. After that another policy 
may be forthcoming if likely $1.50 
product is not. 


picture 


No question that the curiosity of 
filmdom centers this week upon 
Freaks’ (M-G) at the Criterion. 


Studio took this one to distant San 
Diego for its preview. Publicity 
campaign has been planned with 
special care due to the ticklish na- 
ture of the subject. 

‘Freaks,’ at Criterion, badly 
panned by majority of dailies as 
distasteful and unpleasant. 


Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50)— 
*‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and stage show 
(3d week). Should hold to around 
$23,000. Last week $24,600, 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65)— 
‘Freaks’ (M-G) (ist week). Opened 
Friday; first week will be near light 
$10,000. ‘Emma’ (M-G) was run- 
ning on one spark plug the last 
week, $4,700, 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50)—‘Forbid- 
den’ (Col) (ist week). Looks for 
weak $7,000, with this Barbara 
Stanwyck opus. Last week ‘Dishon- 
orable’ (U) got $4,400, bad. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90)—‘Lucky Day’ (stage musical) 
and shorts. Big week, $23,000; sen- 
sational for house averaging $7,000. 
Last week ‘Reckless Age’ (Par) 
meaningless at $6,800. ‘Guardsman’ 
(M-G) next as house reverts to 
regular policy with F. & M. units. 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 35- 
75)—‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) and 
stage show (2d-final week). On 
second week will have tidy $21,000, 
or thereabouts. Last week, it’s first, 
got $31,900. 


P’LAND HOLDS UP WITH 
‘HATCHET’ AT $5,000 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 15. 
When it snows they hibernate in 
this bure. When umbrella biz is 
big the b. o. bustles. Orpheum has 
‘Prestige’ this week and is at a 
moderate pace in the face of strong 
opposish, 
United Artists will maintain a 
60-cent admish, although lower was 
considered. J. J. Parker figures that 
sales and exploitation appeal, and 
not’ price, is the b. o. answer. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 


‘Prestige’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Moderate $8,000. Last week ‘La- 
dies of Jury,’ with Weaver Bros. 
lined ’em for $13,700, fine. 


Paramount (Fox-Portland) (3,000; 
25-60)—‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox) and 
unit. Doing nicely for about $9,500. 
Last week ‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) 
$10,000. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60)—‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) (2d 
week). A good $7,500. First week 
a big $12,000. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,000; 25-60)—‘Beast of City’ (M- 
G). Fair near $4,000. Last week 
‘Emma’ (M-G), fifth week, $3,000. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35)—Hatchet Man’ (FN). Doing 
all right, $5,000. Last week ‘High 
Pressure’ (WB) $4,500. 


FAIR BALTO. FIGURES; 
$21,000 FOR ‘HATCHET’ 


Baltimore, Feb. 15. 
Business a little slow generally, 
probably due to Lent. Battle be- 
ing staged by the combo houses for 
patronage the feature of the month. 
‘Arrowsmith,’ at the Stanley, 
should lead this week. 

Estimates For This Week 

Century (Loew-UA)—Hatchet 
Man’ (WB) (3,200; 25-60). Popu- 
larity of Robinson, plus regular fol- 
lowing on combo bills should mean 
$21,000. Last week ‘Plumber’ 
(M-G), despite Joe Cook in person 
just pretty good $20,500. 
Staniey (Loew-Stanley-Crandall) 
—Arrowsmith’ (UA) (3,600; 25-60). 
Title appeal limited to intelligentsia, 
but combination of Colman and 
Hayes counted to pull; should do 
a good $22,000. Last week ‘Tomor- 
row’ (Par) just got class trade; 
Chatterton is slipping as a pop 
draw here; just a fair $18,100. 











RKO (2,950; 
(Pathe) and vaude. 
erage $10,000. 


Anticipates av- 
Last week ‘Law and 
Order’ $10,000. 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1) 
—Passionate Plumber’ (M-G) and 
stage show. This is ‘Cardboard 
Lover’ retitled in keeping with Bus- 
ter Keaton and Jimmy Durante; 
headed for fair $14,000. Last week 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox) $17,000. 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 
35-$1)—‘Arrowsmith’ (UWA) (2d 
week). Second week will be around 
$14,000. First week $20,200. 

Western (WB) (2,500; 50-$1.50)— 
‘Man Who Played God’ (WB) (1st 
week). Class premiere inaugurated 
twice daily policy (9); started with 
very good $20,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-75)— 
‘Hatchet Man’ (FN) and vaude- 
ville. Will show $11,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75)— 
‘Fireman Save My Child’ (FN) and 
stage show. Gene Dennis moved to 
Downtown after three weeks at 
Hollywood; Jack Crawford new 
gagging m.c. here; around $18,000, 
big. Last week ‘Expert, $13,000. 


K. C. IS IN THE DUMPS; 
‘PLUMBER’ AT $15,000 


Kansas City, Feb. 15. 

Lent is here, but it is not hurting 
business, as trade is about as low 
as it can go. Would have been 
smart for the managers to have 
gotten together and held all of last 
week’s pictures over. They were 
seen by so few that there were 
thousands to draw from. 

In spite of the low grosses of the 
past few weeks, the houses have not 
let down in their newspaper space 
or special publicity. The fans are 
just either broke or not interested. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50), 
‘Plumber’ (M-G). Nothing remark- 
able and just a thin $15,000. Last 
week ‘Beast of City’ (M-G) a dis- 
mal affair at $13,200. 

Mainstreet (3,200: 25-35-50-60), 
‘Rue Morgue’ (U) and vaude. Not 








30-65)—‘Big Shot’. 


Valencia (Loew-UA)—‘Union De- 
pot’ (WB) (1,200; 25-35). Didn’t do 
well-at Stanley and will hardly do 
anything handsome here; say just 
$2,800. ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G), last 
week very good, near $4,000. 


Parkway (Loew-UA)—‘Lovers 
Courageous’ (M-G) (1,000; 25-35). 


Looks like good week maybe $5,000. 
‘Hell Divers,’ last week $5,200. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers)—‘False 
Madonna’ (Par) and vaude. (2,500; 
25-50). Schumann-Heink on stage 
and possibly $14,000. ‘Nice Women’ 
last week, start of new combo pol- 
icy, okay, $15,000. 

New (Mechanic)—Our Children’ 
(Radio) (1,800; 25-50). Feeling op- 
position of nearby Keith’s; chance 
for fair $7,000. ‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio). 
last week, weak at $6,000. 

Hipp 
Experience) and vaude (2,500; 25- 
50). With two stage headliners in 
Esther Ralston and Joe Penner, 
should get $12,000. ‘Consolation 
Marriage,’ 
Joyce and Tom Moore, a pretty good 
$11,500. 

Rivoli (Rome)—‘Private Scandal’ 





switched in after ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press’ (Par) had been announced; 
merely an indifferent $7,000. Last 
week ‘Tomorrow’ (Par), $8,700, all 
right. 

Liberty (1,000; 25-50), ‘Hatchet 
Man’ (WB). Another change as 
‘No One Man’ (Par) was under- 
lined in the first ads; heavily ad- 
vertised but weak draw on $4,000. 
Last week ‘High Pressure’ (WB), 
35,400, 

Apollo (1,200; 35), 
Experiment of showing ‘unusual’ 
and ‘different’ pictures going over 
nicely; looks like $1,800. Last week 
‘Le Million’ (French) drew $1,600. 

Pantages (2,200; 20-35), ‘Cock of 
the Air’ (UA). About $6,900, n.s.g. 
Last week ‘Forbidden’ (Col), $8,000. 


‘Tabu’ (Par). 





(Rappaport) —‘Woman of 


last week, plus Alice 


BOSTON PRETTY GOOD 


Met $35,000, and ‘Ladies’ Around 
$20,000 at Keith’s Boston 


Boston, Feb. 15. 
Lent is not hurting the theatres, 
and this week ought to hold its 
own, 








Estimates for the Week 
Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75)—‘To- 
morrow’ (Par) and stage show. Bet- 
ter than $35,000, oke. Last week 


‘Union Depot’ (FN) mediocre, 
$30,000. 
Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-65)—Pan- 


ama Flo’ (Pathe). Weak near $16,- 


000. Last week ‘Morgue’ (U) did 
fair $15,000. 
Keith-Boston (4,000; 35-50)— 


‘Ladies of Jury’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Ought to be at fine $20,000. Last 
week ‘Final Edition’ and Horace 
Heidt $20,000. 

State (4,000; 
(UA). Probably not 
$20,000. Last week ‘Beast’ 
did 


FRISCO ZOOMS WITH 
FATHER’ AT $14,000 


San Francisco, Feb. 15. 
Advent of Lent is not 
ing down the tempo of picture house 
Exploitation is a group 
of the strongest pictures the street 
has had in months, plus a respite 
from the heavy rains. Town, as a 
whole, is clicking surprisingly well, 
and there are three holdover films. 
Garbo-Novarro, in ‘Mata Hari, 
are magnetizing beaucoup biz to the 
Paramount, and a big $29,000 looked 
for. ‘Hell Divers’ pulled so well at 
the Fox last week that FWC moved 
it down the street to the Warfield 
in conjunction with Paul Ash’s fare- 
well week. ‘Arrowsmith,’ at United 
Artists, and ‘Taxi,’ at Warners, are 
the other holdovers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (5,000; 35-65)—‘The Guards- 
man’ (M-G) and stage show. At 
$31,500 not so bad and better than 
expected. Last week a big $44,000 
on ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65)—‘Unexpected Father’ (U) and 


25-35-60)—‘Greeks’ 
better than 
(M-G) 





slow- 


business. 


vaude, Hilton Siamese Twins in 
person helping for $14,000, good. 
Last week ‘House Divided’ (U) 
$12,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35-50) 
—‘Prestige’ (Pathe). On but $5,000 
extremely poor. Last week ‘Pana- 
ma Flo’ (Pathe) brutal, $5,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50)— 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). A swell $29,000 
indicated. 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60)— 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) (2d week). Neat 
at $12,000. First week $16,000, very 


big. y fa 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 25-35-50- 
60)—Hell Divers’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Moved here from Fox and 
going well with possible $18,000, 
aided by Paul Ash’s final stanza. 
Last week ‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox) a 
fair $16,500. 

Warners (1,365; 35-50-60)—Taxi’ 
(WB) (2a week). Okay at $7,000, 
after $13,000 first week. 





Prov. Biz Is Normal; 


Albee’s $14,000 Will Top 


Providence, Feb. 15. 

Straight picture houses are still 
taking it on the chin as the result 
of the resumption of vaudeville at 
the Albee. Fay’s, the other variety 
house, and the Albee are the only 
two spots in town in the money. 
Expected Lenten slump has failed to 
materialize at either of the two 
vaude theatres, 

Albee is holding the spotlight here 
as result of ballyhoo. Friday night 
was jammed because of a stage wed- 
ding in which Toma Genaro and 
Joseph H. Bell, both members of the 
Larry Rich revue, were married by 
a local minister. Stunt left hun- 
dreds of vacant seats in the other 
houses, 


Estimates for This Week 





800: 25-40). § averar RKO Albee (2,500; 15-60)—‘Pana- 
iriee tamehoare’” ianén? in ma Flo’ (Pathe) and vaude. House 
week, slightly off at $3,800. — should hit in neighborhood of $14,- 

; ore 000, four shows a day being crowded 

in here. Last week ‘Rue Morgue’ 

(U) showed remarkable strength 

more than moderate $17,000. Last|even on Ash Wednesday; close to 
week ‘Men of Chance,’ $15,000. $14,500, exceptional. 

Newman (1,890; 25-35-50), ‘She Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—‘Cheaters at 
Wanted a Millionaire’ (Fox). Fea-| Play’ (Fox) and vaude._ Still in 
tured as world premiere and|leader class, vaude battle doing 


house a lot of good; prospects for 
good $7,200. Last week ‘Silent Wit- 
ness’ (Fox) oke at $7,000. 

Loew’s (3,500; 20-50-75)—‘Greeks’ 
(UA). Nothing to indicate house 
will come out of slump; probably 
$12,000 at best. Last week ‘Beast of 
City’ (M-G) $12,909. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘High Pressure’ (WB) and ‘File 113.’ 
Nice bill but not strong enough for 
competition; should hit $9,500, how- 
ever. Last week ‘Hatchet Man’ 
(WB) managed to creep over $8,500, 
disappointing. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50) —'Broken 
Lullaby’ (Par). Switching of name 
from ‘Man I Killed’ at last minute 
has population here in a muddle; 
may touch $11,000. Last week 





Stage Names Aid 
B’klyn—Five Houses 
Are Near $140,000 


Brooklyn, Feb. 15. 

Heavy stage fare is helping this 
week, with Bing Crosby and Toots 
Tashman at the Par, El Brendel at 
the Fox, Conrad Nagel at the Met, 
and the Heidt band at the Albee. 
They’re selling Crosby as a hotcha 
boy, giving him a chance to revert 
to his first professional character of 
a rhythm lad. ‘Lil Tashman, with 
the advantage of being a local girl, 
also an attraction. ‘Rue Morgue’ 
seems to be attracimeg the most at- 
tention. Holiday prices all around 
for Lincoln’s Birthday (Friday). 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—Wayward’ (Par) and stage show. 
Helped by personals of Crosby and 
Tashman, a chance for big $50,000; 
Crosby’s tunes livened up, which 
seems to be what the folks want. 
Last week ‘Jekyll’ (Par) very good, 
$46,200. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-60-75) — ‘Sl- 
lent Witness’ (Fox) and stage show. 
El Brendel and Ruth Roland on 
stage, doing fairly for $25,000. Last 
week James Dunn in person and 
‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox) $20,300. Art 
Jarrett, radio singer, opening this 
Friday (19). 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75) — ‘Rue 
Morgue (U) and vaude. Should get 
a good $24,000. Last week ‘Prestige’ 
(Pathe) fell down, $20,100, 

Loew’s Met (3,500; 25-35-50-65)— 





‘Forbidden’ (Col) and vaude. Con- 
rad Nagel on stage for nice $22,000. 


Last week ‘The Champ’ (M-G) very 
good, $32,000. 

Strand (2,500: 25-35-50)—Hich 
Pressure’ (WB). Hitting good $19,- 
000. Last week ‘Union Depot’ (WB) 
finished second stanza to satisfac- 
tory $19,500. 


PITT IS DULL, BUT 
‘ARROWSMITH’ $29,000 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 

Lent and nothing but average 
trade this week, although ‘Arrow- 
smith,’ at the Penn, stands a fair 
chance of getting $29,000 to lead the 
town with plenty to spare. 

‘Hatchet Man,’ with scant help 
expected from Sue Carol and Nick 
Stuart on stage, will be lucky to 
get $23,500 at the Stanley. ‘Men in 
Her Life’ getting only five days at 
Warner, house closing Thursday to 
prepare for big time premiere of 
‘Man Who Played God’ this Thurs- 
day night (18). 

‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ drew 
a liberal panning at the Davis, but 
interest in Dagover aroused by flock 
of publicity. Friday night trade in 
all WB first-runs tremendous, but 
no criterion inasmuch as free car 
was given away in contest of 
month’s duration with stipulation 
that winner had to be in theatre, 

Estimates for-This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35- 
50)—‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ 
(FN). Film running less than 60 
minutes here, but may sail through 
to fairly decent $3,750 due to in- 
terest created in Dagover. Last 
week ‘Good Sport’ (Fox) off at un- 
der $3,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 10- 
15-25-35-50) — ‘Prestige’ (Pathe). 
Mixed notices and assumed lack of 
woman appeal likely to hurt; $5,500 
a bit off for this site. Last week 
‘Suicide Fleet’ (Radio) around 
$6,400. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-15-25-35- 
40)—‘Speckled Band’ (British) and 
‘Air Eagles’ (Darmour). Back to 
straight pictures again after couple 
of months of vaudfilm, little differ- 
ence looked for, inasmuch as acts 
proved of little assistance to this 
house; brace of films likely to ac- 
count for $3,700 or so, only a little 
short of vaudfilm figures. Last 
week ‘Men of Chance’ and vaude 
about $4,250. 

Penn (Loew-UA) 
60-75)—‘Arrowsmith’ 
stage show. 





(3,300; 25-35- 
(UA) and 
Rave notices and while 
Lent and class appeal may hurt 
some, expected to get some real 
trade at $29,000. Last week ‘Cor- 
sair’ (UA) and Conrad Nagel on 
stage disappointed at $22,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
‘Hatchet Man’ (WB) and _ “stage 
show. Hardly indicates real b.o.; 
will be lucky to pull through to 
$23,500. Last week ‘Forbidden’ (Col) 
and Ted Lewis better than $30,000, 
okay. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Men in Her Life’ (Col). Only five 
days for this one, ‘Man Who Played 
God’ (WB) opening 18th: brief ses- 
sion won't do more than $6,500. Last 
week ‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox) off ai 
$8,100. 





‘Tomorrow’ (Par) too ritzy for mill 
help held slid to $10,000. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-35)— 
‘Three Wise Girls’ (Col) and ‘Ari- 
zona Terror’ (Tiff). Near $3,500 
likely. Last week ‘Forgotten Wom- 
en’ (Mono) and ‘Secret Witness’ 





(Tiff) oke at $3,300. 


_—_—_, 
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LOUISVILLE DIPS 


‘Plumber’ Fair on $7,500—Only Going 
For Big Ones 








Louisville, Feb. 15, 

Louisvillians are still buying 
shows on recommendation only. Ree 
sult is big shows do well while ordie 
nary programmers go into a tail 
spin, 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60) —» 
‘Plumber’ (M-G) will do $7,500, fair, 
Last week ‘Beast’ (M-G) $6,100, 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,865: 25.< 
35-50)—"Tomorrow’ (Par). Near $5,< 
000, weak. Last week ‘Dishonorable’ 
(U) got $5,900. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,910; 35-50) 
‘The Menace’ (Col). About $7,900, 
weak, Last week ‘High Pressure? 
(WB), $8,400. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100: 15< 
25-40)—‘Silent Witness’ (Fox). Good 
on $3,800. Last week ‘Frankenstein’ 
(U) only $2,200 for second week, 


Minn. Cold, but Films 
May Warm Town Up; 
‘Depot’ About $25,000 


Minneapolis, Fed. 15. 

Below zero weather and Lent tg 
putting a crimp in business again 
this week. But if temperature mode 
erates takings may be more respecte 
able than in some time because the 
line-up of attractions is above avere« 
age. Practically every Loop offering 
possesses merit. Several are exe 
pected to build ag the week pro- 
gresses. 

Outstanding is ‘Union Depot,’ at 
the Minnesota, due to the weather 
and none too intriguing title, attrac. 
tion is slow now. But critics ana 
customers are lavish in praise, and 
grosses should show steady gains. 

That local fans are still falling for 
the shocker thing is attested by the 
play which ‘Rue Morgue’ is getting 
at the Orpheum. Looks like the best 
week in a month or more for this 
house. ‘The Guardsman,’ shoved 
into the 25-cent Aster because Lunt 
and Fontanne mean nothing to the 
film fans and because of doubt re- 
garding the picture’s appeal, has the 
advantage of highly favorable re- 
views, but has not yet shown much 
boxoffice strength. 

Surprise last week was ‘Passione 
ate Plumber,’ which gave the Lyrie 
its biggest seven days in many a 
moon. Because of the fine showing 
there last week the picture goes into 
the Paramount, ace Publix St. Paul 
house, instead of the Tower, where 
it originally was booked. 

United Artists’ Pantages continues 
dark until March 3, when ‘Arrowe 
smith’ reopens the house, 


_ Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘Union Depot’ (WB) and stage show. 
Best all around show house has had 
in long time; should build after fair 
start; should finish to $25,000, good. 
Last week ‘Tomorrow’ (Par) around 
$18,200, bad. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)—‘Rue 
Morgue’ (U) and vaude. Tans like 
it and about $14,000 indicated, good. 
Last week ‘Panama Fo’ (Pathe) 
around $12,000, good. But Dr. Rocke 
well, on stage, sharing credit for 
draw. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—Hich 
Pressure’ (WB). William Powell not 
much of a draw here any more; but 
doing better this time than recently; 
looks like $8,000, fair. Last week 
‘Chan's Chance’ (Fox) around $6,900, 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘No 
One Man’ (Par), Drawing women 
customers; about $5,000, good. Wast 
week ‘Plumber’ (M-G) almost $7,« 
000, fine. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘The 
Guardsman’ (M-G). Well received 
by critics, but customers of house 
not enthusiastic; may reach fair 
$900. Last week ‘Big Shot’ (Pathe) 
and ‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox), split, 
to about $700, mediocre, 

Grand (Publix) (1,100: 25)—‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par) and ‘Dance Team’ 
(Fox), split. About $1,200, not so 











good, . Last week ‘Ladies of Big 
House’ (Par), full seven days on 
second Loop run, around $1,800, 


pretty good, 





Tacoma Okay 





; Tacoma, Feb. 15. 

Rialto continues to use up films 
to catch up with contract and is 
changing three times weekly. Some 
rumors the Broadway may be 
opened through deal pending with 
Fox West Coast. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 25-60)— 
‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe) and vaude 
first half. ‘Morgue’ (1) last half. 
Oke 4,300. Last week ‘Safe in Hell’ 
(FN) and ‘Hatchet Man’ (FN) got 
big $5,500. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650: 25 
35-50)—‘Lasea’ (U). 
000. Last week 
(WB) $1,800. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50)-—~ 
‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G), ‘West 


= 


Indicates $2,- 
‘High Pressure’ 


of Broadway’ (M-G), and ‘Personal 
Maid’ (Par). 
week 
(Par) 
$3,600. 


Nice for $4,000. Last 
(Par), ‘His Woman’ 
‘Good Sport’ (Fox). 


‘Jekyll’ 
and 
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‘Arrowsmith’ Tops Chicago Runs 
On $32,000; Cab Calloway Band 
Gets a Hotcha $36,000, Oriental 


ee 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
Current week got the Lincoln 
pirthday start and even the weaker 

gpots found business heartening. 
Lead of the loop parade, compara- 
tively, rests squarely in the Oriental 
boxoffice, likely to crash through for 
a walloping $36,000. Big billing is 
the Cab Calloway orchestra, in for 


two weeks at this site and three 
additional sessions at the B-K 
neighborhood deluxers. The Ori- 


ental appears safe in the hands of 
colored orchestras, the Duke Elling- 
ten outfit also having socked the 
bell here five different weeks last 
year. 

The flicker, ‘Passionate Plumber, 
fs just getting also ran plugging and 
is a film B-K tried to dodge for 
loop display. House has switched 
the feature billing on the picture by 
placing Bus‘er Keaton under Jimmy 
Durante, mainly because of the 
flabby results on Keaton’s previous 
‘Sidewalks of New York.’ 

When ‘Plumber’ came into the 
Oriental, ‘Beast of the City’ was 
moved over to the ace Chicago. But 


the move isn’t turning out so well, 
in spite of the heavy Hearst back- 
ing. Feature looks like it will de- 
liver the second consecutive un- 
happy week for this big auditorium. 

‘Arrowsmith’ is surprising by 
smashing through heavily in its 
opening sessions, pacing steadily to 
holdouts. Film lads were afraid 
that the Sinclair Lewis work was a 
bit too classy for the midwest mob, 
but the anxiety is apparently with- 
out cause. 

Roosevelt will gather an all-time 
low for its second week of ‘Hatchet 
Man.’ Flicker starved in its first 
week and should have been pulled, 
but there was nothing to replace. 


Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B&K) (4,000; 
50-75-85)—‘Beast of City’ (M-G) 
and stage show. Picture not in- 
tended for this house, local shortage 
of product necessitating the book- 
ing; Hearst plugging not much help 
and looks weak at $35,000. Last 
week ‘Tomorrow’ (Par) was shal- 
low at $36,600. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B&K) (2,200; 
50-75-85)—‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). 
Gable and Beery bringing in their 
fans; looks set for three-week ride; 
for this, its second session, aiming 
at good $26,000 after $35,900 first 
week. ‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) to 
follow. 

Oriental (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 50- 
%75-85)—‘Plumber’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Cab Calloway orchestra on 
Btage and the big noise currently; 
set for two weeks; plans are for 
five shows week days, six on holi- 
days if business retains pace of 
opening; blasting to $36,000, excel- 
lent at this theatre; billing Durante 
over Keaton for film. Last week 
"Reckless Age’ (Par) played small 


type to personal of Pola Negri; 
combination dragged in pleasant 
$28,800. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85)— 
‘Ladies of Jury’ (Radio® and vaude. 
Ken Murray and Mary Brian head- 
ing stage end; likely to build into 
one of heftier marks, since Mur- 
ray grabs some additional flavor by 
his appearance in the screen at- 
traction as well; may be a fine $25,- 
000. Last week cool with ‘Chan’s 
Chance’ (Fox) to meagre $21,900. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B&K) (1,500; 
50-75-85)—‘Hatchet Man’ (WB). 
Having no alternative, house forced 
to holdover in spite of possibility of 
new cellar figure; doesn’t look cap- 
able of holding above $3,500, record 
low. Last week same film a bad 
$8,200. ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) 
due Wed. (17). 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85)—‘Rue Morgue’ (U). Horrifier 
sticks a fortnight; first week took 
an unexciting $20,300, and currently 
periiaps weak $12,000; drew some 
Sharp slices from censors and an 
‘adults only’ ruling. ‘Lady with 
Past’ (Pathe), Constance Bennett, 
in Wed. (17). 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85)—‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). 
Upsetting all local B-K expecta- 
tions by prospects of excellent $32,- 
000. Last week ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) 
closed four weeks to fine $12,100. 
‘Man Who P:ayed God’ (WB) likely 


to fcilow current film; some talk of 
Eivinge Arliss piece a $2 showing 


here but idea kited when records of 
former $2 film attempts in this town 


were studied. 
Apollo ‘Shuhert) (50-75)—‘Road 
to Life’ (Sovkiro). First Russian 


talker to hit tewn: spotted in same 
legit house that had ‘Five Year 
Plan’ picture; exhib has house on 
Straight rental; feature not show- 
ing any signs of strength and not 
likely to last more than a week; 
$4,000 at best. 








N. 0. MINUS FIREWORKS 
‘Depot’ a Thin $12,000—18" 

‘Around World’ Near $2,000 
New Orleans, Feb. 15. 

is dropping five downtown 

runs $5,000 with little of mo- 


and 





Lent 
first 


ment in the offing. Saenger and 
State are some few paces in front 


of overhead, former with ‘Hatchet 
Man,’ while State has ‘Union Depot.’ 

Orpheum creating little excite- 
ment with ‘Panama Flo,’ and Strand 
has ‘Under Eighteen,’ which sounds 
like one of its grosses. 

Estimates For This Week 

Saenger (3,000; 60)—‘Hatchet 
Man’ (WB). Just above the profit 
line at $14,000. Last week ‘Lovers 
Courageous’ (M-G) drew $14,000. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—‘Union 
Depot’ (M-G). Maybe light $12,000. 
Last week ‘Plumber’ (M-G) got $14,- 
O00, 


Orpheum (2,400; 60)—‘Panama 
Fio’ (Pathe). Struggling to fair 
$9,000. Last week ‘Woman Com- 
mands’ (Radio), $10,000. 

Strand (1,800; 50)—‘Under 18’ 
(WB). Weak at $2,200. Last week 


‘Corsair’ (UA) a pitiful $2,000. 

Tudor (800; 35)—‘Around World’ 
(UA). May get $2,100, very poor. 
Last week ‘Safe in Hell’ (FN) §$2,- 
500 in second week. 


SEATTLE BIZ JUST FAIR 
WITH ‘EXPRESS’ $14,000 


Seattle, Feb. 15. 
Music Box and ‘Arrowsmith’ and 
Fifth Ave. leading with ‘Shanghai 
Express.’ Otherwise biz quiet this 
week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fifth Avenue (Fox) (2,400; 35- 
60)—‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). A 
good $14,000. Last week ‘“Tomor- 
row’ (Par) just didn’t connect, $10,- 
100. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 
‘Rue Morgue’ (U). Headed for slow 
$8,500, Last week ‘Panama Fo’ 
(Pathe) couldn’t better $6,000, 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25)— 
‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB). Appears 
to be liked for anticipated $3,000. 
my week “Taxi’ (WB) close to $3,- 
800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25-50) 
—Arrowsmith’ (UA). Looks good, 
$7,500, great. Last week ‘Union De- 
pot’ (FN) $5,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herbeg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25)—‘Sky Spider’ (Epic). 
Around $5,500, fair. Last week 
‘Leftover Ladies’ (Tif) $5,100. 

Paramount (Fox) 3,106; 25-35)— 
‘Plumber’ (M-G) and ‘Two Kinds 
Women’ (Par). At $4,800, low. Last 
week ‘Reckless Age’ (Par) and 
‘Guardsman’ (M-G) around $6,000. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-50)— 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). In for third 
straight week in Seattle, second at 
this house, $3,000, fair. Last week 
same film $7,000. 








Cincy Snubs Horror Films; 


‘Greeks’ Good on $10,000 


Cincinnati, Feb. 15. 
Horror cycle seems on the wane. 
From weak returns for ‘Morgue’ and 

‘Hatchet Man’ a disappointment. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,390; 35-65)— 
‘Taxi’ (WB) and vaude. Picture 
plugged over vaude names, which 
are sub-standard for house; looks 
like poor $19,000. Last week ‘La- 
dies of Jury’ (Radio), Mary Brian 


and Ken Murray in person, lifted 
nice $24,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-50)— 
‘Rue Morgue’ (U). Little fan urge 
to see this thriller; low $11,000. 
Last week ‘Tomorrow’ (Par) like- 
wise pinched, $10,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-50)— 
‘Greeks’ (UA). Papers handing out 


huzzahs: excellent $10,000 prospect 
Last week ‘Lovers Courageous’ (M- 
G) met fine reception at $10,500. 


Lyric (RKO) (1.285; 36-50)— 
‘Hatchet Man’ (WDB). Robinson 
never has worked up following he 
is credited with elsewhere; off at 
$8,500. Last week ‘Prestige’ (Tathe) 
£8 000. 

Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Secret Witness’ (Fox). Evidentlv 


fecling squeeze of name absence; 
$2,000. A high $5,500 last week for 
reissued ‘Ben-Hur.’ 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Fighting Marshall’ (Col), and ‘Un- 
lexpected Father’ (U). Due for fair 
2.500 on split week. Last week 
‘Range Feud’ (Col) and ‘Sally of 
Subway’ (Standard) better with 
$3,200. 





COLUMBUS OKAY 


‘Greeks’ Around $14,000 and ‘Taxi’ 
Good at $4,800, Grand 


Columbus, Feb. 15, 
Another week with the Ohio and 
Broad on top. Plenty celebs in all 
talkers, however, and grosses should 
jump over last week, despite Lent. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (RKO) (3,074: 25-50)— 
‘Tomorrow’ (Par). Maybe $6,000. 
Last week ‘Union Depot’ (FN) not 
so hot, also $6,000. 


Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000: 25-50)— 
‘Greeks’ (UA) and unit. With good 
Stage support on way to around} 
$14,000. Last week ‘Chan's Chance’ 


(Fox) only fair, $13,400. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2.500; 25-50) 
—Arrowsmith’ (UA). Heavy pub- 
licity should mean neat $14,000. 
Last week ‘Plumber’ (M-G) light 
at just $11,600. 

(Neth) (1,100; 15- 
(WB). Good notices 
right enough for $4,800. Last 
‘X Marks Spot’ (Tiff), $4,300. 


35)— 


and 
week 


Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 20-25)— 
‘Final Edition’ (Col). Fair enough 


outlook at $2,800. Last week ‘Girl 
of Rio’ (Radio) okay with $2,500. 


Forbidden’ $15,000 and 
‘Wayward’ at $16,000 
Newark High Lights 


Newark, Feb. 15. 
Loew’s will probably smash again 
this week with ‘The Champ’ at 
around $23,000. An excellent bill 
at Proctor’s opened with indications 





of hitting $20,000. Weber and 
Fields, at the Paramount-Newark, 


and free space given the pair in the 


papers should help. 

Friday holiday wasn’t anything to 
rave over. It counts with last week 
at the Little, Loew’s, Proctor’s, and 
the Terminal. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
—Forbidden’ (Col) and F-M unit. 
The kind of film they like here and 
ought to get $15,000. Last week 
a Pressure’ (WB) fair at $13,- 
é . 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Silent Witness’ (Fox), and ‘Private 
Lives’ (M-G). First and second run 
and neat combination ought to be 
near good $5,000. Last week ‘Wom- 
an of Monte Carlo’ (WB) and ‘File 
113’ okay with $4,700. 

Little (Cinema) (299: 
Ungetreue Ekkehart’ (Tobis). Will 
slide by with $1,200. Last week 
‘Sein Liebeslied’ (Asso-Cinema) 
good enough at nearly $1,600. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50)—'The 
Champ’ (M-G) and vaude. Will 
clean up with $23,000. Last week 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) grand at over 
$25,000. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 20-30-35- 
50)—Dark. Last week ‘Age for 
Love’ (UA) and vaude bad at $6,800. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60) —‘Wayward’ (Par) and 
vaude. Weber and Fields should 
pull up gross to $16,000. Last week 
‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par) didn't 
get $13,000. 

Proctor (RKO) (2,300; 25-40-50- 
60)—‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) atid vaude. 
Excellent stage show drawing and 
looks like fine $20,000. Last week 
‘Prestige’ (Pathe) weak at about 
$13,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—Taxi’ (WB), and ‘Discarded 
Lovers’ (Tower), with ‘Union Depot’ 
(FN) and ‘Law of the Sea’ (First 
Division) on split. Ought to pull 
over the now hard to reach $4,000, 
but neighborhood competition hurts. 
Last week ‘Dishonorable’ (U) and 
‘Lone Trail’ (Syndicate), with ‘Step- 
ping Sisters’ (Fox) and ‘Rock of 
con Francisco’ (Syndicate) got $3,- 

0. 


NEW ORPH DOMINATES 
DENV.—$20,000 6 DAYS 


Denver, Feb. 15. 
Standouts every day at the new 


50)—‘Der 





Orpheum, Everybody wants to see 
inside. Means vaude back after 
two years. 

Other houses doing as good as ex- 
pected in face of Ornheum opening. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-506- 
75), ‘Forbidden’ (Col). A nice 
$6,000. ‘The Menace’ (Col), a fair 

$5,000 last week. 

Denver (Publix) (2,200; 25-40-| 
65), ‘Tomorrow’ (Par) and unit. A 
fair $14,000. ‘Emma’ (M-G) last 
week close to $21,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-40- 
65), ‘Peach O’ Reno’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Big opening, new house and 
-91° 000 for six days, 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000: 25- 
35-50), ‘Wayward’ (Par) A fair | 
$7,500. Second week ‘Hell Divers’ | 
(M-G) did $16,000 last week. 

Rialto (Huffman) (1,000; 2 -30- | 
49), ‘Age for Love’ (UA). Poor | 
with $2.500 MDishonorable’ (UW) } 
close to $3,000 last week 

Tabor (Huffman) (2,000; 25-35- 
50), ‘Taxi’ (WB). Weak near $8,009. 


Last week Pressure’ (WB), 


‘High 


| $9,000. 





Bway Fair as Holiday Helps 


Offset Lent: 


‘Wayward Out 


In Front for $70,000 at Par 





. a 


BUFFALO A BIT DIM 
Most are Under $20,000—Surrender’ 
$11,500, Lafayette 





Buffalo, Feb. 15. 

Everything up and coming strong 
this week. Films are strong enough 
to offset Lenten slump 

Estimates For This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
— ‘Tomorrow’ (Par) and stage show. 
May show fair $20,000. Last week 
‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G) $17,200, 
weak, 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-50)— 


‘Manhattan Parade’ and Paul 
Whiteman on stage. Strong and 
Should go close to $18,000. Last 


week ‘Her Majesty Love’ (FN) just 
fair, $12,000. 
Great Lakes (Publix) 


(3,400: 25- 


35-50) —‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). Click- 
ing for around $19,000, all right. 
Last week ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) 
splendid at $21,900. 


Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe). Moving slow- 


ly under $7,000. Last week ‘Two 
Kinds of Women’ (Par) down to 
$4,900, 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)—‘Sur- 
render’ (Fox) and Notre Dame- 
U. S. C. game. Looks like good 
$11,500. Last week ‘Forbidden’ 


(Col), neat to $11,000. 


Fox-Mastbaum Spurt in 
Philly, $21,500-$45,000 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 

Nothing very startling this week. 

Stanley is one house, however, 
which looks for strong trade. ‘Hell 
Divers’ is the picture and $21,500 
spells a second week. 

Ted Lewis on the stage bill should 
boost the Mastbaum considerably 
over its figure last week with 








Lincoln's Birthday (12) falling 
propitiously on the start of a new 
week for the Broadway picture 
houses, did much to offset the nor- 
mal inroads of Lent Getting @ 
break on weather, too, business is 
generally pretty good. 

The Paramount, with ‘Wayward’ 


on the screen and Guy Lombardo on 
the stage, is taking the lead among 
the deluxe operations. It is sprint- 


ing for a nice $70,000. Roxy also 
looks to rake in around $67,000 with 
the Will togers ‘Business and 
Pleasure,’ while the Capitol, dis- 


playing ‘Emma’ on its second week, 
indicates $60,000, fairly good con- 
sidering the holdover, nothing spe- 
cial on the stage, and that film was 
not a smash on opening week, 

The $2 pictures and the runs are 
erratic, but the Mayfair is ready to 
stop for probable $21,000 on ‘Rue 
Morgue’ (U), much better than 
house has been doing lately. 

Of the runs ‘Hatchet Man,” at 
$33,000, will be keeping the Winter 
Garden out front and ‘Arrowsmith,’ 
in second week at Rivoli, around the 
same figure, will also be standing 
up strongly. 

On second week of ‘Greeks,’ its 
last, the Rialto is down to only 
about $14,000. Strand is getting no- 
where with ‘Hell's House,’ which 
doesn't promise more than a very 
tiny $12,000 on the week. 

George Arliss’ ‘Man Who Played 
God’ is in the $2 spotlight. Started 
very encouragingly, in first four and 
a half days at the Warner, pulling 
$19,300, capacity. It is expected to 
remain six or seven weeks, with 
‘The Crowd Roars’ possible succes- 
sor at two smackers, 

Criterion is going dark, change of 
title from ‘Man I Killed’ to ‘Broken 
Lullaby’ apparently not being the 
solution there. Picture is slated to 
depart Monday (22). Theatre faces 
darkness. 





‘Prestige,’ a weak $39,000, and with 
“Two Kinds of Women’ as _ the 
film, $45,000 may be reached. 

The Fox figures on bouncing back 
to normalcy or close to it after two 
or three bad weeks; Will Rogers in 
“Business and Pleasure” is the pic- 
ture, probably $22.000. Keith’s, 
staying open after all, has ‘Cock of 
the Air,’ which looks for about 
$13,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75) —*T wo 
Kinds of Women’ {Par). With Ted 
Lewis heading stage show, combina- 
tion ought to help house to make 
comeback after two bad weeks; 
$45,000 likely. Last week ‘Prestige’ 
(Pathe) only $39,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—Hell 
Divers’ (M-G). Looks hot; ought 
to be around $21,500. ‘Taxi’ (WB) 
in final week got $14,000. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—Emma’ 
(M-G), Only real smash of last 
month or more; $21,000 in second 
week and should reach $15,000 in 
third; possible holdover again. 

Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75)—‘Cock of 
Air’ (UA). Hardly more than $13,- 
000. ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) down to 
$12,500 in third and last week. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75), ‘Business 
and Pleasure’ (Fox). Will Rogers’ 
film should help this house which 
has been slipping; over $21,500 in- 


dicated. Last week ‘Silent Witness’ 
(Fox), $17,000, 

Earle (2,000; 25-65), ‘Men of 
Chance’ (Radio) and vaude. Near 


$20,000 indicated. Last week ‘Lov- 
ers Courageous’ (M-G) over $21,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65), ‘Safe in 
Hell’ (FN). Ends second week's 
run tonight (Monday) $9,500 esti- 
mated. ‘Men in Her Life’ (Col), 
next. House has regular policy of 
changing pictures Tuesday, 

Karlton (1,000; 50), ‘Arrowsmith’ 
(UA). Moved here and looks good 
for $5,000. ‘Nice Women’ (U) 
around $4,000 last week. 





Indianapolis Draws Nice 
Totals—‘Wayward’ $8,000 


Indianapolis, Feb. 15. 
Publix is going to keep Circle 
straight sound, nabes’ business is 


way off, and all houses have finally 


adopted a policy of advertising 
short Heretofore, no effort has 
been made to let the people know 
what the fillers were. 


Current week's biz isn’t bad, 
Estimates for This Week 
Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (Vaudfilm) 
: 25-35-50), ‘Cheaters at Play’ 
10 grand 
(WRB) slid 


600° 
Should in 
( Last week ‘Taxi’ 
past $10,000 easily. 
Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 2 
35-50), ‘Rue Morgue’ (U). May 
crash to tune of $6,500, fine. Last 
(U) closed at 


keep 


week ‘Dishonorable’ 
moderate $5,500. 

Indiana (Publix) (3,360; 25-35- 
59), ‘Prestige’ (Pathe). Maybe | 
around $12,000; chance ‘ec climb, 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102: $1-$2)—‘Hell Div- 
ers’ (M-G) (8th week). Continues 
to hang on waiting for a successor. 
Now probably ‘Tarzan.’ Date still 
undecided. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50)— 
‘Emma’ (M-G) (2d week), and stage 
show. Marie Dressler on second lap 
ought to draw $60,000, okay. First 
week takings were $66,000, not up 
to expectations for Dressler. 

Criterion (996; $1-$1.50)—‘Broken 
Lullaby’ (Par) (4th week). Change 
of title from ‘Man I Killed’ and 
heavier advertising not helping; de- 
parture earlier than date set, Feb. 


22. 
Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85)— 
‘Wayward’ (Par) and stage show. 


Nancy Carroll and Richard Arlen on 
screen, plus Guy Lombardo on 
stage: looks good at $70,000. Last 
week, second of ‘Tomorrow’ (Par) 
a good $51,300. 

Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85)—‘Greek®” 
(UA) (24 week). A poor showing 
and out after two weeks; anything 
above $14,000 on second lap will be 
unexpected. First seven days only 
$25,190. ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) 
next in here. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-65-85-$1)—‘Rue 
Morgue’ (t}). Another curdler and 
will turn in $21,682, fair. Last week 
$16,700 drawn by ‘Pfestige’ (Pathe), 
00r. 

, Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1)—‘Ar- 
rowsmith’ (UA) (2d week). Exhib- 
iting nice stamina; around $32,000, 
maybe better, in prospect. First 
week a pienty satisfying $40,900. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50) — ‘Bust- 
ness Pleasure’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Ought to get house $67,000. 
Last week ‘Silent Witness’ (Fox) @ 
meagre $51,690. 


Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1) — 
‘Hell's House’ (Zeidman-Capitol). 


Dipping to a very low $12,000, See- 
ond week of ‘High Pressure’ (WB) 
(six days) an all right $24,000. 

Warners (1,100; 25-35-50-75)— 
‘Man Who Played God’ (WB). Ex- 
pects to stay six or seven weeks; 
$19,200 on its first four and a half 
days. capacity. ‘Crowd Roars’ will 
probably come in here at $2 next. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-65-85- 
$1)——‘Hatchet Man’ (FN) (2d week), 
Still holding its own pretty well, 
with $33,000 for second week. Initial 
;} seven days $47,500, impressive. 


Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130; 50-7Z)— 


‘Meine Frau, Die Hockstaplerin’ 
(Ufa) (2nd week). May do $2,200, 
not so good, First week $2,700, 
fairly good and taking house off nut 


by a small margin. 








however. Tast week Hatchet Man’ 
(WRB) around $16,000 
Circle (Puhlix...(2.606; 50), 

| ‘Wayward’ (Par). Will 4 ell at 
| this house ‘ t fn nd $8,000, 
iLast week ‘Tw Kinds Women’*- 
| (Par), $7,000, oke. 
| Loew's Palace (2.800; 25-35-50), 
Greek (U'A). Wice for this theatre 
| at $9,006 Last week ‘Love rs Courae 
i}geous (M-QG), bad at $5,009, 





eeey 


ne a re ae 





ee EE tC 
RR OE NR , 


ies Se he 








et NaN ee 


g 
i 


thes 


% 
bs 
: 
Ps 





etre PAs es Ta eee stats i tee 


PSS 


10 VARIETY 


PECTURE GROSSES 





‘Tuesday, February 16, 1932, 








THEY RE MAKING 
IT TOUGHER 
OVER THERE 


The censorial problem over here 
may be bad enough, but it’s still 
not as tough as the film firms have 
found and are continui: g to find it 
abroad. 

For instance, the following 
deletions in various 
give an idea of what just isn’t be- 
ing done on foreign screens: 

In England, the sound of a baby 
being spanked was ordered out in 
‘Emma.’ At the same time dialog 
referring to the stork was cut. 

Singapore has turned against 
choking and shooting. Specifically, 
its latest trend in that direction 
was witnessed in the deletion or- 
dered before sanctioning ‘Graft.’ 


Finland Most Strict 


But Finland has adopted the most 
stringent of recent censor statutes. 
In the words of its censor all ‘ex- 
citing ~ film’ in ‘Twenty Four 
Hours’ was eliminated. That horror 
and shocker types of features 
haven’t a chance with the Finns 
was also witnessed in the rejecting 
vf ‘Murder by the Clock’ in toto. 
‘Ghastly story,’ was all that ex- 
plainec this move. Finland is also 
especially strict in casting reflec- 
tion against public office holders 
It did not like the way in which the 
district attorney was treated in 
‘Night Angel.’ 

The Finns, however, according to 
their censor tempo, are death on 
chorus girls. Order is that the 
famera can’t get too close to the 
dancers at any time, and _ that 
showing the girls walking up or 
downstairs is absolutely forbidden. 


Ireland and England 


film 
countries will 


Ireland and England are in 
sympathy on ‘many points. To- 
gether they refused to let either 


Gary Cooper or Carole Lombard stay 
in bed in ‘I Take This Woman.’ 
They aiso complained to the point 
of scissors about this line in ‘Up 
Pops the Devil.’ ‘McGlynn’s shoes 
make street walking a _ pleasure.’ 
Neither of these countries will 
countenance disrespect to the police 
or expose of their methods. To 
prove this they cut out reference 
to the third degree in ‘Kick In.’ 

Sweden doesn’t like to look at 
corpses or arrows in the back. 
They ordered a flock of these out 
of ‘Fighting Caravans.’ The Swedes 
also like their fisticuffs on the 
ground, witnessed in their eliminat- 
ing reference to a battle on a mov- 
ing train in ‘Dude Ranch.’ 





‘Dishonored’ Paris Hit 


Paris, Feb. 6. 
Excellent dubbing in French of 
Marlene Dietrich’s ‘Dishonored,’ re- 
titled ‘X27,’ likely to give it a lorg 
run at the Miracles. 
Dubbing, done in the Paramount 
Joinville studios by Jacob Karol, 


NEW HAVEN OFF 


‘Greeks’ 
Mediocre on $3,800 





New Haven, Feb. 15. 
Bottom dropped out of entertain- 
ment’ field. Even sport events are 


taking a bad licking. 

Fox Poli drops vaude Feb. 285, 
while Roger Sherman picks up 
weekly in the same field. The 
Paramount, with F-M units, just 
hangs on the borderline. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65), 
‘Broken Lullaby’ and unit. Will do 
about thin $12,000. Last week ‘No 
One Man’ (Par) and Lina Bas- 
quette only $11,900. 

Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65), ‘Greeks’ 
(UA) and vaude. Headed for mild 
$11,500. Last week ‘Lovers Coura- 
geous’ (M-G) and Ruth Etting only 


moderate $13,500. 


Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 65), 


‘Peach O’ Reno’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Looks like satisfactory $12,000. 
Last week ‘Hatchet Man’ (WB) 
okay at $11,000. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50), ‘Pres- 


tige’ (Pathe). Probably light $3,800. 
Last week ‘Ben Hur’ slipped to low 
$3,200. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50), ‘Men of 
Chance’ and ‘Law and Order.’ 
Should get fair $4,000. Last week 
‘Plumber’ (M-G) and ‘Silent Wit- 
ness’ (HOR? heavy at $5,400. 


‘PLEASURE’ WILL GIVE 
CAPITAL FOX $23,000 


Washington, Feb. 15. 
Will. Rogers making per- 
sonal appearances all over town, 
except at the Fox, that house is 
headed for a better week with his 
‘Business and Pleasure.’ Last 
week Kate Smith did four to five 
shows daily at Keith’s, and smashed 
the house record after a gala home- 
coming with bands, veterans, news- 








With 


paper “spreads, etc. 
Estimates for This Week 
Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 35-50), 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). On second 


week and doing fine at anticipated 
$11,000. Almost $15,000 last week. 


Earle 2,000; 25-35), ‘Hatchet 
Man’ (WB) and vaude. Should do 
nice $16,000. Last week ‘Taxi’ (WB) 
got around $17,000. 

Fox (2,434; 25-35-50), ‘Business 
and Pleasure’ (Fox) and _ stage 
show. Going fairly at $23,000. Last 


week ‘Silent Witness’ (Fox) only 
$15,000, very bad. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,624; 25-35- 
50-75), ‘West of Broadway’ (M-G). 
Not doing very much, maybe $6,000. 
Last week ‘Husband’s Holiday’ 
(Par) did not get the hoped for 
$5,000. 
Rialto—‘Three Wise Girls’ (Col). 
May reach fair $7,500 with special 
midnight show. Last week ‘Michael 
and Mary’ only $4,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50), 
‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe) and Snane 
Lillian Roth in person; slow and 
will be lueky to go over $10,000. 
Last week Kate Smith carried ‘Girl 
of Rio’ (Radio) for $27,000, record 
for combo policy. 


Mansfield Low 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Jack Mansfield, formerly asso- 
ciated with Fox West Coast, and 
now on the Balaban and Katz pay- 
roll, had a blood transfusion per- 
formed today (Monday) at the 
Jackson Park hospital. His condi- 
tion was reported critical 

Mansfield has been at the hospi- 








shows considerable improvement 
compared to that of ‘Morocco.’ 


tal for a complication of stomach 
ailments for the past two weeks. 














Picture Possibilities 


R 





‘East of Broadway’—Unfavorable 


‘EAST OF BROADWAY’ 


(Comedy, 


Charles Rowe, Belmont). 


Dialect comedy of New York’s Ghetto. If scoring on Broadway might 
do, but chances against run. lbee. 
‘Air Minded’—-Favorable 
‘AIR MINDED’ (Comedy, Davenport Productions, Ritz). 

Might be suitable for pictures with -strengthening of story and ‘ts 
plot. Weak entertainment as presented on the stage. Char. 
‘Zombie’—Favorable 

‘ZOMBIE’ (Melodrama, George Sherwood, Baltimore). 

Mystery affair of the tropics may have been written as a scenario. 
Would do as a horror film, while that type remains salable. Tbee. 
‘Monkey’—Favorable 

‘MONKEY’ (Mystery comedy, Robert Sparks, Mansfield). 
A murder story satirizing mystery plays. Comedy angles should 
make it worth while for pictures. Ibee. 


‘The Fatal Alibi’—Favorable 


‘THE FATAL ALIBI’ (Mystery arama; 


Play adapted from the novel ‘The 
presented in London. 


Jed Harris; Booth). 





‘Blessed Event’—Favorable 


‘BLESSED EVENT’ 
acre). 


A comedy concerning a gossip columnist on a tabloid. Newspaper 


with a melodramatic finale. Should 


(Comedy-drama, 


Murder of Roger Ackroyd’ and first 
lbee. 
Phillips and Thompson, Long- 
play 
do for stage and screen, Jbee. 


a Mild $11,500—Prestige’ 





In the Field 


Buffalo, Feb. 15. 
Scene was the local branch 


exchange of a _ nationally 
known film distrib. An ex- 
hibitor walked in the office 


and found the office manager 
and four salesmen seated in the 
manager's office with their feet 
on the desk. 

‘Just holding a conference, 
volunteered one of the 
‘It’s just been unanimously 
cided that the job is good for 
another week, and we'll prob- 
ably get paid—if nothing hap- 
pens.’ 

And the 
fice want 
men don’t 


boys, 
de- 


New York home of- 
to know why 
sell pictures. 


sales- 





ee 














2 MONTREAL SHOWS 
HAVE $13,000 CHANCE 


Feb. 15. 
, what with 


Montreal, 
Looks like an off week 
Lent and absence of standout 
tures. Legit 
help a trifle. 
Ace house, Palace, has ‘Hell 
Divers,’ and Clark Gable will get the 
flaps, but doubtful of much over 
$13,000. Otherwise, balance will be 
under average and nabes just strug- 
gling along. 
Estimates for This Week 


pic- 
house being dark may 


Palace (FP) (2,700; '75)—Hell 
Divers’ (M-G). Should do all right 


around $13,000. Last week, holdover 
of ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G), took $11,500, 
making over $30,000 on fortnight. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60)—‘Ben 
Hur’ (M-G). Long revival film takes 
place of usual double feature, Lau- 
rel-Hardy short to help out; maybe 


$10,000. Last week ‘Two Kinds of 
Women’ (Par) and ‘Man of May- 
fair’ (Par), about $11,000. 


Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 
der 18’ (WB) and vaude. Possibly 
$13,000, okay. ‘Union Depot’ (WB) 
last week did well at $14,000. 

Princess (IST) (1,600; 35-60)— 
Girl of Rio’ (Radio) ana ‘Fanny 
Foley’ (Radio). Not out of ordinary 
near $6,500. Last week ‘Cock of the 
Air’ (UA) and 


35-60)—Un- 


‘Makers of Men’ (Col) 
$7,000. 
Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40)— 


‘Road to Reno’ (Par) and ‘Is There 


Justice ?’ (Par). Should collect 
usual, around $2,000. Last week 
‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox) and ‘Hexven 


on Earth’ (U) about $2,200. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600: 
—Le Chanteur Inconnuw’ 
Holdover from last week may get 
$1,500. Last week same film $2,000. 


25-50) 





EUROPEAN PROMOTION 


France Used as Free Film Field for 
Foreign Capital 


Paris, 


Feb. 6. 
The picture business is getting an 
unforeseen promotion from laws 
passed in several countries, at- 


tempting to compel local capital to 
stay at home. Pictures provide an 
easy way to evade these decrees 
whenever loca” studios can be found 
to turn out pictures for producers 
normally operating in countries 
where there are no such restrictions 
—like France, for instance. 

Procedure is for latter to make a 
picture in one o* the restricted 
countries, financed by people who 
want to export that amount of cap- 


ital. Film is then rel-ased in France 
and proceeds kept there to the 


credit of the backer who has thus 
been able to beat the game. 

This explains the frequent trips 
to Paris taken by many Central Eu- 
ropean producers, and also the ex- 
raordinary facilities currently found 
by French producers to have pic- 
tures made and financed in Balkan 
countries. Latter had been previous- 
ly anxious to see French capital in- 
vested in mak:ng use of such stu- 
dios as those of Budapest, whereas 


it is Budapest capital which will 
now be used there to finance pic- 
tures for French producers like 
Osso, who, with his partner, Major 
Keith Trevor, has just closed a deal 
there. 


NEW HOUSE ALL FILM 


Straight pictures will be the 
starting policy for Loew’s new 72d 
Street theatre, New York, which 
opens Saturday (20). 

Presentation shows on the stage 
were reported originally carded, but 
dropped. 


Recat Leaves Metro 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Emil de Recat left Metro Satur- 
day (13). He had been directing 





French synchronizations. 


(French)... 















































































































































































































































Co tive Gr for J 
Total of grosses during January for towns and houses listed as pre- 
viously reported weekly. 
ini St Jan. 9 Jan. 16 | Jan. 23 
CAPITOL | Mata Hari Mata Hari “Mata Hari ~ Champ 
High.$110,400 $110,400 $80,000 $60,000 $70,000 
Low.. 30,000 (Record) (2d week) (3d week) 
ere _Stage Show a2 ha a ey i 
PARA- Ladies of Reckless Age| Two Kinds No One Man 
MOUNT Big House $45,300 of Women $53,600 
High. .$95,000 $83,500 $51,400 
Low.. . 35, 700 Sti age Show a Se aa AEC bad cae ye << 
ROXY Delicious Stepping Dance Team Chan's 
High.$173,658 $74,000 Sisters $73,600 Chance 
Low.. 32,000; (2d week) $52,400 $58.000 
te ne _Stage Show pane ee Cas ai 
MAYFAIR Dishonorable Girl of Rio Away Back Panama Flo 
High. .$53,800 $14,400 $13,300 Home $12,500 
Low... 10,500 $4,000 
Fe ae (4% days) , 
STRAND |Woman from Taxi Taxi Taxi 
High. .$75,800| Monte Carlo $51,000 $40,000 $26,400 
Low... 10,700! $28.500 _ _ 2d week) | (3d week) 
Aone ee. Jan.2 | Jan.9 — Jan. 16 ___Jan. — 
LOEW'S ~ Stepping» X Marks Spot ~ Charlie Guardsman 
STATE Sisters $16,000 Chan’s $19,700 
High. . $48,000 $23,000 $15,000 
Low. .. 13,500 Stage Show - on. 
PARA- Jekyll and Reckless Age | Two Kinds of | No One Man 
_MOUNT Hyde $13,000 Women 314,000 
High. .$57,800 $19,000 $15,300 (6 days) 
Low... 10,000) Stage Show |__| es nr 7 ? 
UNITED jLadies of the| Cock o’ the ~ Sky Devils | Sky Devils 
ARTISTS Big House Air $7,000 $4,500 
High. .$38,700 $9,000 $7,000 (2d week) 
Low... 3,000) | ee , “a3 es 
"WARNERS'’ | Monte Carlo Sherlock Taxi High 
DOWNTO’N $11,000 Holmes $9,000 Pressure 
High. .$38,800 Vaude $10,000 $10,000 
Low... 7,000)  _—_- pis SOE ae 
WARNERS’ Monte Carlo Taxi High Union Depot 
HOLLYW’D $10,000 $18,000 Pressure 27,000 
High. .$37,800| Stage Show $14,000 
Low.. _7,000 We en nt aes fen L - oe 
~ CHICAGO 
Jan. 2 |_ Jan. i Jan. 16 ___ Jan. 23 
CHICAGO jLadies of the Forbidden Two Kinds of Lovers 
High. .$71,300!| Big House $35,200 Women Courageous 
Low... 32,000 $36,400 $56,600 $38,900 
Stage Show (Cantor and 
Jessel) 
ae ee Se bei aieacdl —_ 
McVICKER’S| Jekyll and Jekyll and Emma Emma 
High. .$53,000 Hyde Hyde $30,300 $21,100 
Low... 8,200 $14,200 $8,200 (2a week) 
(2d week) (3d week) 
___ | __(New Low) eee 
ORIENTAL Delicious Manhattan Dance Team High 
High. .$52,500 $30,100 Parade $27,200 Pressure 
Low... 17,000} Stage Show $19,200 (8 days) $18,800 
__ (6 days) : (6 days) _ 
ROOSEVELT (Over the Hil! | X Marks Spot Forbidden Union Depot 
High. .$36,500 $12,100 $12,200 $9,100 $17,500 
Low... 7,900} (8 days) __(6 days) a? 
STATE- Dishonorable | Dishonorable Way Back Girl of Rio 
LAKE $22,900 $8,500 Home $10,300 
High. .$45,300 (5 days) $10,200 
Low... 8,800 - 
UNITED Tonight or Cock o’ the Mata Hari Mata Hari 
ARTISTS Never Air $37,300 $26,200 
High. .$49,100 $11,100 $11,100 2d week) 
Low... 10.200' (2d week) aah 
Jan. 2 Jan. 9 Jan. 16 Jan. 23 
PARA- Ladies of the | Reckless Age | Two Kinds of | No One Man 
MOUNT Big House $40,000 Women $32,000 
$61,600 $40,200 
_______sd|_ Stage Show = Pua 
FOX Delicious Delicious Stepping Dance Team 
$33,500 $21,300 Sisters $28,000 
es Show, (2d week) _ $22,600_ a a 
ALBEE Dishonorable Men of ~Girl of Rio Panama Flo 
$24,300 Chance $19,100 $24,000 
Vaude $25,400 es 
METRO- (Private Lives| Flying High False Mata Hari 
POLITAN $24,800 $21,700 Madonna $31,500 
Vaude $17,000 
STRAND | Safe in Hell Under 18 Woman of Taxi 
$21,400 $12,000 Monte Carlo $22,709 
TES Sa we Fee =e '  “Seclat a 
Jan. 2 Jan. 9 Jan. 16 Jan. 23 
PARA-_ |Ladies of the Jekyli and Husband's Two Kinds of 
MOUNT Big House Hyde Holiday Women 
High. .$21,000 $14,700 $15,100 $18,000 $9,500 
Low... 9,000) Stage Show | ___ an TF ee: ides —_ 
FOX-POLI |Frankenstein Mata Hari Dance Team Hell Divers 
High. .$26.000 $20,000 $17,000 $13,000 $18,000 
Low... 7,500 Vaude_ | ___ a ae 
SHERMAN ‘Her Majesty.| Woman of Safe in Hell | Union Depot 
High. .$16,000 Love Monte Carlo $12,000 $10,500 
Low... 1,500! $12,000 $12,000 ee het eee 
BIJOU Men in Her | Rainbow Maker of Men Chan's 
High. .$12,600 Life Trail and Chance 
Low... 1,600 and and Stepping and 
Reckless Secret Sisters Big Shot 
Living Witness $3,500 $4,000 
Vee i oad $3,600 __1 _ $4.300 — | i en 
BIRMINGHAM 
| Jan.2 | Jan.9 | Jan. 16 Jan. 23 _ 
ALABAMA |Private Lives| Mata Hari | Ladies of Big| Jekyll and 
$11,500 $11,500 House Hyde 
___|__Vaude__ __$9.700__ | _$10,000_ 
RITZ Dishonorable | Girl of Rio | Forbidden Men of 
$4,600 $4,000 $4,300 Chance and 
Unexpected 
Father 
bon) eal =o “ $3,800 
(Continued on page 37) 
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These pictures mean extended playing time. 


These pictures mean extra profits for you! 


SIX | 


EXTRA-PLAYING-TIME NATURALS 
WITHIN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS 





Book these PARAMOUNT Extra Playing Time hits! 
And reap Extra Profits! 
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HERE Ss HOW WE RE | 
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‘BROKEN LULLABY 


LIONEL BARRYMORE: NANCY CARROLL: PHILLIPS HOLMES 


No picture in years has received such 
thunderous acclaim from newspaper crit- 
ics! Now playing at $2 top in New York 
and opening for extended runs in Chicago, 
Detroit, Buffalo, St. Louis, Philadelphia, 
Boston! A powerful newspaper campaign 


is being run in the key-points of the coun- 
try—each ad 1000 lines! The public will 
long remember this picture for its entertain- 
ment! The exhibitor will long remember 
it for the grosses it’s piling up! And the 
longer you run it the more you’ll make! 
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Feb., 18. Stretch the calendar for this one ..and doubles 
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SHANGHAI EXPRESS 


Dietrich lets herself go! Warm, yielding .. loving! How they go for her 
in this! And is the story timely? Wow! Every newspaper in the world is a 
press book for “Shanghai Express”! Now playing extra long runs in Chicago, 
Seattle, Salt Lake City and Los Angeles. Rolling up extra profits at every show! 
Set for extended runs everywhere! New Orleans! Dallas! Atlanta! Kansas City! 
Minneapolis! Detroit! Buffalo! Portland! St. Louis! Philadelphia! Duluth! 
Denver! Omaha! Indianapolis! Des Moines! Louisville! San Francisco! 
Every box office is a gold mine! Opens long run Rialto, N. Y. City, Thursday, 
your profits! 
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CLIVE BROOK 


ANNA MAY WONG - WARNER OLAND ee 
and EUGENE PALLETTE _ 
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IRIAM HOPKINS! One big picture after another has built her to stardom! 


“Smiling Lieutenant”! “Twenty-Four Hours”! “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde”! More luscious 
and enticing in each picture! And now exhibitors, fans and the press are clamoring for 
her! In “Dancers in the Dark” (What a title!) she proves again that she’s here to star! 
A box office actress in a box office picture that'll work your box office overtime! Set 


for long runs in New York, Chicago, Detroit, Buffalo, St. Louis, Philadelphia and Boston! 
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with FREDRIC MARCH + KAY FRANCIS. 


STUART ERWIN += JULIETTE COMPTON 


Fredric March and Kay Francis! They may be Strangers in 


Love, but they have one thing in common— box office 





magnetism! Fredric Mtclncaaelawrena: Tal olioie olka Uln-SMadliamm olte 












casts, is a bigger draw than ever since Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’! 
Now teamed with gorgeous Kay Francis, growing by leaps 


land bounds! Get “Strangers in Love’’ and you'll get familiar 





with some of the biggest money your box office has ever taken! 


Directed by, Lotherj Mendes. 
Based on the novel,”The Shorn 
tamb,"4 by, William¥J¥ Locke. 
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THE MIRACLE MAN 





SYLVIA SIDNEY » CHESTER MORRIS 


Irving Pichel * John Wray «+ Robert Coogan «+ Hobart Bosworth 


BOX OFFICE MIRACLE! The story of a sweet, tender love...of anew 
faith -.. everything that makes the world go ‘round... everything 
that makes the world come to the box office! «In a great all-new, 
all-talking production that sweeps on to greater grosses! Hun- 
dreds of exhibitors have asked us to keep the title—they say it’s 
perfect! Everything’s perfect! e New York, Chicago, Detroit, Buffalo, 
St. Louis, Philadelphia and Boston are set for extended bookings! 





Directed by Norman McLeod. 
Adapted by Waldemar Young. 
From the story by Frank L. 
Packard and Robert H. Davis 
and the play by George M. Cohan. 
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bearing. The subject has some . 
Mi : tu R ° neatly turned bits of polite comedy, Murders in Rue Morgue 
Md Inia re eviews but even that is mild for screen Universal production and _ release, Bela 
aukin orts purposes, Lagos! and Sidney Fox featured. Directed 
‘Busine and Pleasure’ Violet Heming, cast as Mildred, | poe's story. Sce-rio by Tom hee *? 
" - ure does the role of worldly-wise ma-| Dale Van Every; dialog by John Hustn? 
(Fox). Machine-made Holly- ture woman who idolizes the musi- | Kar! Freund, photog. At the Mayfair, New 








WASHINGTON, THE MAN 
Historical 
20 Mins. 
Warners, N. Y. 
Vitaphone Nos. 1313-14 
A piece of studio patchwork, half 
historical, half travel subject, with 


bits of library stuff spliced in. 
Really an educational, and not an 
especially interesting one, here 
worked into the $2 special run of 
the new Arliss film, ‘Man Who 
Played God’ because of the immi- 


nence of the Washington Bi-Cen- 


tennial observance. 


BING CROSBY 
‘Dream House’ 
Comedy, Songs 


19 Mins. 
Rivoli, New York 
Educational 
One of the series of six Mack 


Sennet shorts Bing Crosby made on 
the coast coming east for 
CBS. In this, as in its predecessors, 
Crosby goes through his paces with 
and naturalness and shows a 
good sense of comedy value, 

Fault here is that the singing 
portion has been relegated to the 


before 


ease 





Opens with weak bit 
tion showing Washington at Valley 
Forge, father of his country being | 
Played stagily by Clarence White- |} 
hill, who looks the part, but is made | 
to play it in first reader style. Sol- 
diers are complaining of their hard- 
eBhips, when the General enters and 


of produc- 


gives to a frozen private the new 
boots just sent to him from Mt. 
Vernon. 

Headquarters staff gather and 
they lay out the crossing of the 
Delaware, which is shown mostly 
in reproductions of the famous 
painting in ‘still’ form. No action 
whatever except animated repro- 
duction of ‘Spirit of ’76. For the 
finale of this chapter, they cut in 


the farewell sequence from ‘Alexan- 
der Hamilton’ (WB). 

Much talk of ratification of the 
Constitution and later Washington 
taking the oath as first president, 
done indifferently and without im- 
pressive pageantry. Washington, 
etanding on the porch of his Mt. 
Vernon manor house, points to the 
gite of the future capital, and the 
film goes thence into a series of 
Washington points of interest, 
taken from an airplane and with a 
lecture dubbed. 

Flag waving finish and that’s 
that. Only value is topical in con- 
nection with Washington’s birth- 
day and the bi-centennial, Rush. 





CURIOSITIES 

Novelties; 10 Mins. 

Transiux, New York. 
Columbia 

All in all the most original of the 
Futter series and possessing some 
real nature surprises. 

How the Mexican scorpion com- 
mits suicide is shown in a close-up 
of the insect after it has been ex- 
posed to flame. 

A Hollywood cat actually catching 
fish in a small stream with her paw 
is almost as unusual. 

The Winchester house at Palo 
Alto, which took 20 years to build 
and.contains.4 000 windows, is well | 
known but seldom seen on the 
ecreen, 

A lady bug plant in California, 
with the ‘ladies’ described as killers 
of orange bugs, is an illuminating 
title slant. 

A California canary that sings 
"Yankee Doodle’ perfectly to the ac- 
companiment of a phonograph rec- 
ord, is another clip getting audience 
exclamations, Waly. 





*SHAKE A LEG’ 
Comedy; 18 Mins. 
Strand, New York 
Vitaphone Nos. 1297-98 


The old story of butler and chauf- 
feur masquerading as gentry with 
the boss’s car, meeting a couple of 
dance hall hostesses, who likewise 
assume a phoney. Situations, tested 
in comedies since Sennett’s first, 
continue to entertain and provide 
laughs from enough in the average 
lesser run. 

Thelma White and her side kick, 
stout Fanny, are the girls. Dog 
bites out the rear end of the heavy 
one’s skirt. Some mirth in the dance 
hall when Vitaphone uses the sure 
provoker for one of the partners—a 
midget. 

Wind-up is a bang-up slapstick 
with boys overheard in a cafeteria 
and the fat girl using her arm. 

Waly. 


background. Crosby has less war- 
bling to do in this than in either 
of the former releases. It hurts 


inasmuch as Crosby’s rep is 
built on his ability as a warbler, 
not as a comedian, although he does 
not disappoint from the latter 
standpoint. He has but three brief 
vocal bits, the first of which means 
nothing along singing lines since it 
is interrupted by the action. Other 
two are also brief. Closing song is 


some 
some, 


‘Dream House,’ after which this 
short is titled. 
Two songs used previous to the 


noticeable 
since 


titular number are both 
passe pops. This is natural 
this series was produced last spring. 
Story opens in a small town with 
Crosby as a plumber. Girl he loves 
is taken to Hollywood by her moth- 
er, who resents Crosby’s attention. 
Latter follows the girl to the coast 
and gets mixed up in a studio scene, 
where he gets into blackface, 
With the exception of the last bit, 
about a lion, which is given too 
much time, short is fast and con- 
tains enough comedy to get over 
anywhere. Besides which the Cros- 
by billing should help. 
MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘Byways of France’ 
8 Mins. 
Embassy, New York 

Fox Movietone ; 
Scenically delightful, with its 
rough Brittany coastlines and feu- 
dal castle of Normandy, this epi- 
sode in the carpet series probably 
innocently lets out a secret in 
French wine making which in the 
future may influence the selection of 
hitherto unknowing American im- 
bibers. It shows the Frenchmen 
kicking the grapes around in their 
bare feet. Not satisfied with this, 
they drink of the freshly pressed 
fruit—footprints and all. 
Old mill streams and plenty of 
dancing and singing, as well as a 
monastery garden, complete this re- 
lease, Waly. 





SCREEN SNAPSHOTS... 
Novelty Newsreel 
10 Mins. 
Translux, New York | 

Coiumbia 
If judged on a news basis the 
eurren issue of ‘Screen Snapshots’ 
is a couple of months behind. It has 
people arriving in Hollywood who 
are now in New York, etc. 
‘Snapshots’ would be wise in 
steering clear of assignments long 
ago covered by the regular reels. 
Los Angeles fiesta is one such sub- 
ject. 
Children of the stars at a garden 
party is the most interesting clip. 
Others have Tom Mix at the rail- 
road station, Jean Harlow watering 
her garden and Buddy Rogers en- 
tertaining champ swimmers. Waly. 


MANCHURIA . 

Travelogue; 15 Mins. 

Strand, New York : 
Talking Picture Epics 

Production credit for this assem- 
bly of old film glimpses of Man- 
churia is given Mary Warner. Much 
of the lighting, photography and a 
good part of the assembled print are 
bad. 

The cluster, like many others on 
China right now, is brought up to 
date through the medium of the 
talking reporter. Strictly a revival, 
nevertheless, Valy. 





Business and Pleasure 


Fox production and release. Stars Will 
Rogers. Directed by David Butler A. L. 
Rockett associate producer. Based on Booth 
Tarkington novel, “The Plutocrat,’ with 
adaptation by William Counselman and 
Gene Towne. Cameraman, Ernest Palmer. 
Sound. J. E. Aiken. At the Roxy, N. Y., 
week Feb, 12, Running time, 76 mins. 





a ere »... Will Rogers 
Mme. Momora......ose seeess--Jdetta Goudal 
Lawrence Ogle..... b6b0cdGaesen Joe! McCrea 
Mrs. Tinker...........+.+..Dorothy Peterson 
OR TINGS i100 cccnees cscs «+.-Peggy Ross 
Tere Obveaen Cyril Ring 
Ben Wackstle........ ccccsccec s+ S08 Prouty 
P. D. Weatheright.............Oscar Apfel 
smariie Turner. .....cces éeeuns Vernon Dent 





Picture opens in the mid@le of 
much newspaper ballyhoo over the 
Oklahoma cowboy’s return from a 
worid tour, which will do no harm 
for the New York date. That’s for- 
tunate, for the picture doesn’t stand 
up for metropolitan deluxers. West 
of Albany, perhaps, will see some 
good business, but for Broadway 
and other high spots it is very weak. 

Screen version of the Tarkington 
tale departs widely from the original 
and probably its deliberate playing 
down to the hick grade of fandom 
will make his hair curl, for above all 


things the hoosier novelist is genu- | Orie atal 


ine in his portraiture 


Rogers has always depended upon 
a special type of homely low com- 
edy, but his characters nearly al- 
ways had some depth and verity. 
Here he has all the low comedy de- 
vices and little of legitimate char- 
acterization to bolster. Whole busi- 
ness is Hollywood and practically 
no Indiana. 

togers can use big town follow- 
ers, too, for his norma] draw is re- 
stricted, since his type has no 
strong lure for the younger element 
and competition of more flashy 
screen stars calls for consideration. 
This title doesn’t mean anything 
and, aside from the Rogers name, 
there is nothing in this case to mean 
much on the marquee. 

Some of the passages between 
husband and wife are honestly 
amusing, and a few of Rogers’ gag 
lines pack a laugh. But for the most 
part the main appeal is rural. Jetta 
Joudal, with her slinky figure and 
clothes and her sinister foreign ac- 
cent, makes an appropriate feminine 
menace, and Dorothy Peterson does 
a neat bit of quiet work in the foil- 
ing role of the mid-western wife. 

Production is well managed, with 
good pictorial shots at colorful 
atmosphere and excellent 
atmesphere and camera work. Rush. 





wood comedy that needs all 
Will Rogers’ prestige. 

‘The Man Who Played God’ 
(WB). George Arliss starred in 
a weak story. Minor femme 
interest and will need all the 
Arliss name strength to pull 
average returns, 

‘Hell’s House’ 
dependent), 
and inferior 
imize an 


(Zeidman-In- 
Weak adaptation 
direction min- 
excellent idea, 
Work of boy cast, however, 
rates this as fair indepen- 
dent for the lesser runs. 
‘Murders in the Rue Morgue’ 
(U). Synthetic studio rewrite 
of the Edgar Allan Poe classic, 
with only the title and murder- 
ing gorilla retained, but the 
right exploiting should sell it 
for moderate returns. Sidney 


story 


Fox and Belah Lugosi fea- 
tured. 

‘Wayward’ (Par). Nancy 
Carroll, Richard Arlen, Paul- 


ine Frederick featured in an 
inferior drama of ‘East Lynne’ 
type. Bad performances by all 
but Miss Frederick do further 
damage to a heavily laden 
plot. 

‘The Last Ride’ (U). Gang- 


ster story without the usual 
battles, but with the action 
fairly well sustained. Lists 


well known names, but makes 
small use of putative star. 

‘Two Fisted Justice’ (Mon- 
ogram). Tom Tyler and Bob- 
bie Nelson in a western story, 
laid in Civil War times. Too 
much indoor stuff for good 
Western, but offers a fine bit 
of acting by young Nelson. 

‘One Man Law’ (Col). Buck 
Jones in a well paced and in- 
terestingly told story, with a 
capital horse race and the 
usual riding. Should please 
western fans. 

‘Ein Walzer vom Strauss’ 
(Splendid). Life of the two 
Johann Strausses. Music and 
subject ought to attract con- 
siderable trade to the b.o., 
though the film is mediocre. 

‘China Speaks’ (Independ- 
ent). Justa lot of old travelog 
and missionary odds and ends 
showing China as it was 10 
years ago and photography as 
it was projected when the in- 








Testey went? nickelisdecne: --. - 





Man Who Played God 


Warner Bros. production and _ release. 
Stars George Arliss. Directed by John G. 
Adolf. Adapted by Julian Josephson and 
Maude Howell from play by J. E. Goodman 
based on short story by Gouverneur Morris, 
Cameraman, James Van Trees; film editor, 
William Holmes. At the Warner theatre, 
N. Y., Feb. 8, twice daily at $2 top. Run- 
ning time, 80 mins, 


Royale sseccsssoccvccscecees- George Arliss 
Mildred ..ccccccecececseeeees Violet Heming 
REIS. occas 66009-5060 4664046 008 Ivan Simpson 
FIOTeENCE wooseseseces+- Louise Closser Hale 
GFACO coceccocccoccvvccscvcccess Bette Davis 
BEMEGEE sosccccescece esecessesss-VDONald Cook 
The Concert Manager......... Paul Porcasi 


It’s asking too much of this gra- 
cious player to sustain interest for 
80 minutes in a soliloquy that was 
originally a short story. And de- 
spite all the manipulation of play- 
wright and screen adapter, it is still 
a short story merely expanded into 
on overly long feature picture. <A 
whole hearted reception from screen 
audiences at large is doubtful. 

It will require all the prestige of 
Arliss to register with the fan 
crowd. ‘Alexander Hamilton’ dem- 
onstrated that even Arliss has to 
have a play behind him. Just 
meticulous acting alone won't 
turn the trick, and this play isn’t 
there with substance. It has a 
brisk, colorful opening, but there- 
after sags and only comes. back 
in pace in what would be the play’s 
third act for an interesting sequence 
that sustains itself for perhaps 15 
minutes, followed by a slow and 
rather awkward finale. 

Efforts to arouse sentimental ro- 
mantic interest in an old man is 
hazardous at best. However, it is 
more a character study of an old 
man who becomes embittered of 
God and man because of an afflic- 
tion which robs him of his music, 
and who later is redeemed through 
those in even less fortunate cir- 
cumstances. The religious twist of 
the narrative furnishes an acting 
epportunity for the star, an oppor- 
tunity which he takes full advan- 
tage and then some. It will also be 
a boon as to securing the support 
of ministerial associations for the 
film. 

The fatherly interest the deaf old 
musician takes in the various people 
who come under his observation as 
he reads their lips from his window 
facing the park has real human in- 
terest, but for some reason either of 
acting or treatment, that human in- 
terest centers in other people than 
the Arliss character. As far as 
the role is concerned for picture au- 
dience purposes, it is really only an- 
other demonstration of Arliss’ pol- 





ished style and grace of diction and 


cian while she acts the impersonal 
friend. Here is a small and incon- 
spicuous part played with a quiet 
force that makes it stand out. 
Bette Davis, the ingenue, is a 
vision of wide-eyed blonde beauty, 
but at no point reconciles the wit- 
nesser of her action in plunging into 
a love affair with the middle-aged, 
if brilliant, musician. Only other 
characters are those of the musi- 
cian’s sister and manager, played by 
Louise Closser Hale with the breezy 
casualness expected from this ex- 
perienced trouper, and Ivan Simp- 
son, always the likeable butler type. 
Picture has a splendid production 
and the atmosphere of impressive 
elegance helps the tone of the pic- 
ture, making another valuable ac- 
cessory to a picture which has 
everything in the way of garnish- 
ment, but little substance to be 
garnished. Rush. 


HELL’S HOUSE 


B. F. Zeidman (independent) production 
released through Capitol. Story adaptation 
and direction by Howard Higgin. Junior 
Durkin and Pat O'Brien, featured. In cast: 
B, Doris, Charles Grapewine, Junior 
Coughlan, At .the Strand, beginning Feb. 
10, tunning time about 80 mins, 





This could have been made into 
a real first run, class A feature. As 
it is, it merits only the attention 
of the lesser second runs and the 
daily change grinds. 

The muffs are 
First, the theme, which lent itself 
excellently to being a ‘Big House’ 
of a boys’ state reformatory, projects 
as having been put together in a 
slipshod manner with little striv- 
in; for originality and with writer 
satisfied with the most bromidic 
screen forriula, 

The dialog in several sequences 
is strained and unplausible words 
are put into child mouths, 

Direction also has the inferior 
touch. There are long spaces be- 
tween action sequences and in 
others, such as where the mother is 
killed by an auto, the footage is so 
limited that the audience is called 
upon to use its imagination. 

The main defects are checked up 
to Howard Higgin who did the 
writing and the directing. Some 
of the blame may be laid to the 
cutting room although this hardly 
seems plausible in view of the run- 
ning time and the spots overlooked 
by the shears. It does seem that 
Bennie Zeidman, with his big time 
background, should have known 
better unless he deliberately set 
out for what he has accomplished. 

Regardless of these handicaps, 
the yourigsters VN Me Cast Wéetiv 
and make the picture what it is: 
A good ‘idependent production for 
the lesser independents. 

The Durkin-O’Brien team is one 
that should be held together. These 
boys literally lose themselves in 
each other. The little chance they 
have to make use of the reforma- 
tory locale is made to count to the 
utmost. 

The loose ends of the story do 
not make logical the tenacious 
loyalty of the youngster, Durkin, 
to a bootlegger, or do they add con- 
viction to the court’s sending the 
boy awiy because he will not tell 
the name of his employer. 

The friendship between the boys, 
with O’Brien playing the role of an 
experienced inmate with a heart 
affliction, is allowed to come about 
with too abrupt suddenness. Much 

time is devoted to the actions of a 
stagey newspaper editor who does 
things ia the _ strictly Hollywood 
manner, Waly, 


easily defined. 


York, starting Feb. 10. Running time 60 
minutes. , 
Dr. Mirakle..... seeevccececeess Hela 
Camille L’Espanaye.ceccececcss: 
Pierre Dupin.. 


Lugosi 
.- Sidney Fox 
Leon Waycoft 


sore e eer eet eens 


rey seeseseeceesss». Lert Roach 
Prefect of Police. »Rranden Hurst 
A PPT Terre -Noble Johnson 





D’Arcy Corrigan 


Morgue Keeper, ee. d j 
-Betty Ross Clarke 


The Mother. 


eee ee eee eeee 


‘Dracula’ and ‘Frankenstein’ have 


ing softened ’em up, this third of 
U’s baby-scaring cycle won’t havea 
the benefit of shocking them stiff 


and then making them talk about it, 
Had it come first there’s no doubt 
it would have created a stronger 
impression. But it thrills sufficiente 
ly in its hokey, gruesome way and, 
being by nature receptive to dynae 
mite exploiting, should land 
erately well. 

But Edgar Allan Poe wouldn’t 
recognize his story. They dropped 
everything but the gorilla killer and 
the title, completely changed the 
characters, motives and develope 
ments and sexed up the whole affair 
to the limit. In place of the cool 
detective whose calculating method 
was the model for the Sherlock 
Holmeses and Arsene Lupins that 
followed, this version’s hero is a 
young medical student who mixes 
romance with science. 

The cast’s other scientist, a looney 
Dr. Mirakle played in Bela Lugosi's 
customary fantastic manner, is an 
evolution bug who seeks to prove a 
vague fact by mixing the blood of 


mode- 


his captive gorilla with that of 
Parisian women. The murders— 
three real and one almost—are ree 


sults of his fiendish transfusions. 
To make things warmer, the blood 

injection angle isn’t exposed until 

a good number of feet have un- 


wound. Until then, it can be easily 
assumed by any auditor that the 
doe’s idea is to mate the women 


But nobody can prove 
to be the 


with the ape. 
it, or bluntly declare that 
purpose, 

First meeting of the young medico 
and his sweetheart with Dr. Mirakle 
and his caged gorilla occurs at the 
doc’s side show. The brute snatches 
the girl’s bonnet and from then on 
by intimation it’s shown that the 
gorilla desires her. Meanwhile 
Mirakle carries on his experiments 
with other female victims, three of 
whom are found in the river. But 
he’s always building up to the ex- 
periment with the med student’s 
sweetheart. 

The girl is captured when the 
animal scales the wall of her dwell- 
ing, murders the girl’s mother and 
drags the former to his master. But 
when the Dr. attempts the trans- 
fusion, his’ gorilla crosses him, 
breaks his neck and scrambles off 
a’ hthe wo man,...A chase aver.tha 
rooftops, with the hero, police and 
a crowd following in the street be- 
low, concludes with the shooting of 
the gorilla by the hero and the save 
ing of the girl—just as she’s slipe 
ping down the gabled roof toward 
the river. 

At the Mayfair a cynical audience 
hooted the finale hokum, but away 
from Broadway the chase and its 
finish shouldn’t meet such harde 
boiled resistance. The clever stage 
ing makes it seem not too phoney. 

Some biz in a morgue, the death 
of a woman in the doctor's labora- 
tory, and a view of the girl’s mother 
stuffed feet first up a chimney are 
the chief horror sequences, but not 
too objectionable in treatment, The 
chimney stuffing has but little sig- 
nificance in this scenario, whereas 
in the Poe original it was the hub 
around which the murder mystery 
revolved. But it serves as an illuse- 
tration of how this story was al- 





most 100% rewritten by the studio. 
(Continued on page 33) 











The Woman’s Angle 








‘The Man Who Played God’ 


to-get-started melange. 


Arliss returns class, 


better than double feature bills. 


‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox). 


colored, unrealistic melodrama. 
confused film more interested in 
credible story, 


its title. 


office title. 





saving spark of vitality. 


(W.B.) 
devotees subscribe to his platitudinous sweetness and light, their fon i- 
ness for him balks at accepting him as a romantic lover in this slow- 
Too many plot details, too little action, and too 
easily forecast developments places 


‘Murders in the Rue Morgue’ (U). 
tions and backgrounds, fanettes are not unduly alarmed by highly 
Neither are they entertained 


‘Ein Walzer vom Strauss’ (Splendid). 
from the life of the waltz king. Rich characterizations and lilting Strauss 
melodies will enthrall placid, German ladies. 
be disappointed by the film’s failure to realize the romantic promise of 


While the middle-aged Arliss 


‘his film in the below average 





‘Hell’s House’ (Ziedman). Sincere preachment acainst the injustices 
of reform schools suffers from a story too inexpertly handled to merit 
Kindly matrons will like Junior Durkin 
despite the embarrassingly over-emotional direction he receives, 





For older fanettes who are not overe 
critical of fany film that glows with Bill Rogers’ lovable personality. 
A prosaic title, accurataely promising clean homespun humor, will send 
the flaps elsewhere in search of more exciting film fare, 





In spite of macabre characteriza- 


by 2 
being terrifying than projecting a 





Laboricusly detailed fragment 


Fannettes as a whole will 





‘Wayward’ (Par). A picture that makes a liar out of a femme box 
Formula story needing, and not getting, reality from the 
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~NEW WORLD FILM BARRIERS} 


Private Lives’ Big in London, $41,520 ‘FRAN nF erye \P (Canadian Exhib Charges Freeze-Out; 


, But Other U. S. Product Low at B. 0. DUBBING QUOTAS) Disc Equipment, Cause, Defense Says 
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London, Feb. 13. FILMING ICY NORTH —— | BERLIN TOPS PARIS | Toronto, Feb. 15. 


West End picture houses are dis- = German Film Men Peeved re Testimony swung away from the 
appointing, due to snowy wintry | Dane to Do Labrador Travelog for ; Canty’s Move to German Capital | Ontario area to the Coast in the 








weather. ‘Private Lives’ (Metro) Metro-Goldwyn at American Fan Recep- Regarded as Significcnt trial of indictments against major 
at the Empire is the only exception, aitein tion Would Make Re- distribs charging restraint in trade 
getting a neat gross of $41,520, Paris, Feb. 15. " ° F Paris, Feb. 15 and ‘malicious competition’ when 
which is about $6,900 more than Peter Freuchen. Danish Arctic prisals — Ufa’s Foreign George Canty. U. & pa ‘ . Antoine Lauriente of Trail, B. C., 
was anticipated. It’s holding over,|explorer, will make an Eskimo Head in This Country '| cr satis aie mad: be ; th “—™ anond charged that a ‘film famine’ had 
of course, with ‘Emma’ replacing |travelog for Metro. Freuchen is ‘ ft be scie-cait~ Winns i re ee sn ii been imposed upon him by Van- 
Feb. 19. married to an Eskimo. Cutting Down on Sales | hates anne prosenng p wo a eetiae © | couver exchanges Supplemented 

‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) at the Capi-| Explorer, from here, goes to Italy and Distribution — Tobis| Move was on orders from Wash- | >} letters he wrote at the time, 
tol got under $6,920 the first week | for a visit, thence to Hollywood and . : Paes : en “ " seer pet rents Lauriente’s testimony was to the 
and was replaced by ‘Condemned |after getting a crew together, to Unit Already Skeletonized Cer a am * =i Basti silencer Sten effect that in the summer of 1929 
to Death,’ a local Hagen preduction. | Labrador. —_—_ ba an iste - sana — — he had found it impossible to se- 
‘Guilty Generation’ (Col) was Se ee ee ee | si ie a ainsi cure desirable or reasonably new 
equally poor at the New Gallery BIP LOST QUIETLY tans films because of competitors’ 





with $5,540 and was replaced by — | ¥ threats to the exchanges. 
‘Forbidcen (Col). | PAR SETTLIN With France already moving to- FILM SHORTAGE Lauriente cnimet _ that lottens 
Frankenstein (U) moves out of » ward a quota on foreign dubbed i from some of the exchanges, notify- 
the Tivoli atter a nice month on pictures, and the Germans in a ing him that they could not supply 
Heb. = with Tonight ee Never violent peeve at the refusal of the him with the pictures he wanton 
(UA) going in for what is hoped American fan to accept regular SENDS BRITONS had been stolen from his office. 
will be another month. Ufa product, it looks as though Justice Garrow warned the " itness 
‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ (Per) there will be a new series of bar- not to make unverifiable assertions 


opened splendidly at the Carlton. riers erected abroad against prod- gery mpegs Si ot er! knowledge 
saath che eee uct from this side. These two de- It was hevdlaned by Tom Agar 
Eee . . : Se ee ars 


velopments follow upon the recent RKO counsel, that part of Lauri- 


ELGIAN OUTBREAKS failure of British International to ente’s difficulty in 1929 developed 
— make a dent in the American mar- caeaitae the ; 


because he had installed disc equip- 


ON COPYRIGHT FEES Paramount's foreign production — -~ its quiet withdrawal from London, Feb. 15. ment and only one of two of the 
schedule will be settled at a meet- ese shores. : film producers were selling films 
, ; laa . - : The German attitude is largely in An acute film shortage has sud- +1: P 
ing in Paris in three weeks, not in ne dened a dently showed up here sending Ens- utilizing such equipment. 
New York this week as previously |'"® “reat stage as yet. Dr. Wil- st a Fear that there might be an in- 


helm Meydam, head of Ufa’s for- | lish film executives to America en 


Py scale 7’ 
Brussels, Feb. 4. planned. ‘ apm arc r nic 2 
eign department and a member of | masse in a search of pictures. 


The Belgian Cinematograph Asso- E. H. Seidleman, Par’s foreign 
ciation at a general meeting, under | chief, and Robert Kane, head of the | tte Ufa board of directors, now in Arthur Dent of B.LP. ae 00 
the presidency of M. Jules Jourdain, | Joinville studios, sail this Friday | NeW York, refused to talk, saying, urday (13) on the Bremen. Jeffrey ‘ 
has decided te wage war against] (19), John C. Graham, head of | 1 have nothing to say to American Bernerd, director of General The- Anti-Foreign Bogy Man 


vestigation into the Canadian film 
(Continued on page 69) 








the Societe des Auteurs, the Euro-]| British Paramount activities, left | 2¢WSPpapermen at this time.’ Fol- atres, and William Gell, Gaumont ° ' > 7 
pean organizaticn established to ory oe poe pon Pe from Cuba |!owing on the heels of failure of British SESS, sail next Saturday Raised by French Press 
collect on behalf of authors the| and will join Kane and Seidleman | Prosrams laid out by Tobis and (20) on the Europa. — : Paris, Feb. 15. 
sums due as copyright fees. The] over there. BI.P. to grow into anything in Bernerd, besides signing pictures, Paris papers are front-pacing, 
association does not object to copy- Reason for the switch is said to | New York during the past year, this | Will hunt up vaude material. with considerable’ seriousness, 
® right fees as such, but contends that | be that Paramount desires to shape third European disappointment is ———$—$—$————— nen stories of an anti-foreign talent at- 

the amounts fixed by the societe|its mext six monihs§ activities apparentiy seen by the T*utons as . titude in the United States. Holly- 
are exorbitant and that they are] around current conditions in Eu- | ™eaning that foreigners have no Afifa Pays 87, wood is especially mentioned. 
strangling exhibitors. rope. Meanwhile, Paramount's dub- | Chance of breaking into American 0 oummnent 

ae _- udfter. discussion—.the.. following |-bing activities,.at.one time defin- } film. business... ae —- Hard to understand in New York 
resolution was adopted vnanimous- | itely decided on, have been shelved. Ufa’s situation in New York is Berlin. Feb. 6, where such stories originated. 
ly: “The Belgian Cinematograph Joe Krumgold, from Hollywood, | undetermined as to the _ future. Afifa (Company for Film Manu- There is no anwu-foreign feeling in 


facturing, Inc.) closed its business American show business either in 
’ ‘ 7 ‘ New York or Hollywood. 

year and announced satisfactory re- A few foreign actors here have 

sults. Dividend to be 8% for had trouble getting renewal of 


Association, while not refusing to who was scheduled to go to Join- Meydam arrived on the Bremen 
pay legitimate copyright fees, re- ville to work on dubbed films, will | Feb. 7 to straighten out Ufa’s af- 
gards the scale applied by the So- | remain in Hollywood at least six fairs here. First step was closing 
ciete des Auteurs as abvsive and | more weeks, unless Seidleman, in down of the Ufa-Carlton theatre, 1930-1931 ; 
usurious and deci@es to renounce | Paris, decides the time is advan- | Newark, with shutting of the Ufa- Tt . aa yany, with $100,000 share residence, tlat being entirely @ 
its contracts with the societe. tageous to dubbing. In which case | Cosmopolitan, New York, under- ai a . te at Phar ga Ut adie government matter ana having held 

It further proposes to call on the he will cable for Krumgold. stood to probably follow in June. _ a a ~~ $9 pr Rad 2 a, , true in the same way for some 
overnment te put an end te the Seidleman’s foreign visit will last] Ufa also has a couple of direct | "@t Profit o , in spite of Con- | years past. 
& P only a few weeks. His itinerary | shot English dialog films it would | **derable costs and expenses for col- 




















illegal powers exercised by the So- calls for a return as soon as the } like to sell. ored picture process. 11 4 
ee oe a next six months’ program is No Shutdown for Ufa Outlook for current year is de- British Lion to Name 
mapped. Ufa had leased only these two scribed as satisfactory in spite of Successor to Wallace 
Soviet Firms Start theatres, both ona percentage basis, bad economic conditions. tenis ieb. 1h 
i i Blattner Net $200 000 Par grape tn: <i. “eon tae aaiegaer A ae British Lion Film Co. has a meet- 
On Foreign Versions ’ “te of - chain of at least heed ‘ ’ ing scheduled for early this week 
Satisfied with the results of talk- gin Rigs rag acl pane! a yp Becca DUBBING KARAMAZOV to name a chairman. Post was 
ers in Russian, Soviet picture : London, Feb. 15. tf ‘it an a _ _ rigguehal . . ai = : held by the late Edgar Wallace, 
makers will now turn to multi- Blattner Picture Corp. reports staias at oo aS Tse tee, | Voble Doing English Version to Sam Smith, managing director, 
linguals for the world market. $200,000 net profit on the year, after | W ane now be trimmed down. to Beat United States probably will get the assignment, 
First of the Russian foreign marking down stock in associated he m — ed Meydam. Local eee combining both jobs. 
biaguaee attemets in few balne companies to market prices and “ a ee ae ny that Ufa will com- Tobis is preparing to dub its British Lion still holds sole 
filmed in Moscow in Yiddish. It reappraising its small Elstree —— C — down shop on this | German ‘Karamazov into Ensiish | »ients in all Wallace books and 
will be titled ‘Return of Nathan | Studio and contents at $300,000. — —e admitting many for the American market. Pictwvre,| yjays and has an interest in all 
Becker.’ Solomon Michoels_ will Balance sheet includes credit to (Continued on page 66) in German, has already been shown | wallace scenarios written for 
star. Louis Blattner of $50,000 with the in most of the first run foreign Radio. 


statement the item has since been houses in the VU. 8S. 


sleared up. Ff: an F d Tobis’ reason for rushing the ar one 
Real Tax Trouble : if ce avore dubbing work is to be first on the BIP Quits Pavilion 











Breslau, Feb. 4 e—* spoken “Karamasov," decision fol-| Brit oe ag sats 
: —-— , oe ’ ' British International's tenancy of 
dost aie eae oe oe il British Prod Off B Sound Deals lowing United Artists’ announce- | the Londor Pavilion terminates at 
picture was interrupted by tax of- | Stent $150,000 B a ‘ton sis ment that Ronald Colman’s next | the end of the month, and, as was 
ficials checking tickets of all visit- ’ . a will be a version of this Russian | expected, they are giving up the 
ors for fifteen minutes. inn to 30 ee tale. stand. 

The public was upset by the dis- ; cats — “ee a na's ut us Iclous U. A. is having a new film story The public has never taken to 
turbance of the program. By pro-| Audible Filmeratt, = Eng pots p written from the book by Sidney] the house as a picture spot, and 
cedure of officials the impression tg en ek ge ype ale Mg Howard, having to pay Tobis noth- while in the world’s finest position 
was created that the management $160 Fen gr aemenarcll ramos tae oie ' . ing for rights. for drawing the crowds, its exterior 
had committed irregularities with audits tnen't produced since Srench sii’ — tna bc —$$$—___—__—- was against elaborate film show- 





erar ax pavi r > jas n ‘ , j 
regard to tax paying, which was not talkers came and still refuses to paket’ m..nship. 





























onference 1e] ere v . ‘ P ‘ 
* sme _caee. fold AR gg 7 Rig Se ey Pies, Soldiers Endorse Much of B. L's own product is 
. American and German sound inter- made with an eye on the provincial 
‘ 1 , @ Lei ¥ 5 _ < 
aie my ests is still adverse. Several things St. John, N. B., Feb. 15. box-office, with reduced appeal to 
| Metro’s Voices U. S. Money for French sught te help French pictare busi- | tary matnernion Dhar Deeinny ee Ln, ee ee ee 
. , ,| Ought to help french picture busi- |} tary authorities have publicly en- | dilly 
wore Seeae he anand po — Co. to Dubb Cartoons ness, one being a 25% cut on rates, |} dorsed a motion picture. At St. : ee eee CS 
*K { ‘ > 3 as s os ¢ + 7 ¢ anteat } . } ’ r . sasee 
aaa - ag ps oe oie Paris, Feb. 6. ind the other a decision that French | John, N. B., members of the militia D ini W k 
dubbing. Claude Marcy and Claude c f American sound-syn- | Product recorded on Western Elec- ere urged by J. L. R. Parsons ominion on ee 
Allain, Frencl saile ‘om Paris success Of American FOUNnG-5) ie : we. pea tis ; s h , y We . . : BOT: ; ir 
On tl ‘Ne d oy ae wr, io sday | cronized animated cartoons, which | tric can now piay in Switzer ad | brigadier general commanding the London, Feb. 109. 
(0) - ° © ieee i are included in every picture pro- withou paying an additional | military district, to attend the Dominion. up to now a long run 
a = ' . lt. Tohbis A los 7 Py, »n } , 7 ad AP a9 orle , “4 " les , ‘ imeces Te) 4 
Next day (11) Allesandrini, Ital- | #™@m here propitiated the forma- we ity to robis, span ought to , re oning 8 OL fell England,’ an] pre-release house if ] li y 
fan left the ‘Maj sti . tion of a local company to make | [ip Canadian distribution of | English production. Film is a story | either Feb. 22 or Feb. 29 New 
1e ( Majestic. . . : in - Cn 898 ‘ ee . 
) cline ian acon French animated cartoons French product. of the Gallipoli operations of the | program will be for w hanges 
| ‘ 9 Name of new corporation is Film French, however, feel they should | British forces during the World with five stage acts added. 
Tarzan Syncs Toc, and though only French per- bey been ir vited to the conferen € War. . ; | ‘Secret Witness’ (J'ox) is the first 
Culver City, Feb. 15. sonnel will be employed, it is un- | a — umes they 2 Gnd gah s efforts to exploit Eng- |} picture unde the new arrangement. 
¢ : : — ( the ae cide 1e ses- | lish ; etic , lew | —_— - 
> Metro is rushing synchronized | derstood tc be backed by American | it the t ning decided at the § lish filrn productions in New | ; 
verai , . 4 . z PTET sion which were not beneficial to | Brunswick have failed because the | Lang for 2 B.1L.P. Films 
ersiciis in French, German and | capita:, = ; | a : 
Italian of ‘Tarzan.’ First preductio: will go in for | France Inconceivable to localities people have not reacted to the Paris, Feb. 15. 
2 1an l é ° spate ra Or eer ws P — ~—T . 1 » | niles GataDier samme - To lige eric: : e 
} Studio expects picture to repeat southern jukes, benefiting by the that a secret meeting could I ive j pit _ chile fly ul Bing expre ssion ol W aite I . t od Am a an, a Seem 
®ome of the foreign business done | fashion created for them by Pag- | been held here without something jioyalty to England by patronizing iken bv B.LP. to direct 0 pice 
by ‘Trader Horn.’ nol’s plays ‘Marius’ and ‘Fanny.’ Ibeing done against their interest the pictures produced there, j 
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seesaceegeched 


shining New Era in motion picture history is 
emerging from the chaos of these titanic times. 


The burning spirit and skill of RKO showmen 
will help speed it in terms of box-office smashes 
-»- Of which RKO Radio-Pathe now presents an 
-* Imposing array. 
The nation watches eagerly as the peaks of 
Radio City reach to the clouds above New York 


. eee A Monument to commerce and culture and 
amusement enterprise. 
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ARMSTRONG... 


Directed by GEORGE ARCHAINBAUD 





IT’S IN THE AIR! Hollywood 


>. 








[ 





4 


VxrAare 
yj» 


*&.-1i\" 


yy 


, 
af 
' 


see gas 
BAAN, 


r 
~ 





A LEN 


a? - 
~ 
5s 
e 
te 
a 4 


> 


; - 
- AS 5 
~ —~ 2 . 
i “2 a og 
SRN: aoe 
os hip ¢ 


“’ 


by 
be 
~ 
: 
N 


ity 
down 
blood story 


sky-rockets of 
er! 


imp 


ic nove 


f 


ide ... 


Hollywood Acclaimed It! 


ithout.a wh 


The 
to earth...flesh and 


a 


Season’s melodramat 


sensation. 


Tuesday, February 16, 1932 


’ 


stuntimen of the movies who 
are born without nerves and 
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Enthroned in the heart of the world 
. unrivalled ...modern to her finger 
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tips .. . this divine enchantress comes 
Ye to you again in her greatest love story! 
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* DAVID MANNERS | 


ADY WITH A PAST 

















There is only ONE Constance Bennett and 
each new Bennett production is an event of 
commanding importance to your patrons. 
Now she rises resplendent above her 
triumph in “Bought.”’ 








Directed by Edward H. Griffith 
Charles R. Rogers Production 
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THE ANSWER IS ON THE SC 
PICTURES WILL TELL THE STORY 


wee 














Thé cream of producin g talent from two big 
organizations has been merged into one hard- 
hitting creative unit, Now watch for results! 


GIRL CRAZY all-star extravaganza... 
with Bert Wheeler .. Robert Woolsey. . Mitzi 
Green... Eddie Quillan and Dorothy Lee. 

King Vidor’s THE BIRD OF PARADISE 
Fanny Hurst’>s SYMPHONY OF SIX 
MILLION .. . John Barrymore in STATE’S 
ATTORNEY... . Constance Bennett in FREE 
LADY... Ann Harding in WESTWARD 
PASSAGE..... Wesley Ruggles ROAR OF 
THE DRAGON... EdearWallace’s THE BEAST 














W DAY DAWNS! Rk O Radio-Puthe Leaps to the Attack 
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Murders in Rue Morgue 
(Continued from page 24) 


Whe real threat and most shivery 
illusion is the constant possibility of 
the gorilla capturing the girl. 

Several switches from the real 
gorilla to a costume double are 
neatly veiled. Playing could have 
been better in a few cases, especi- 
ally in the femme lead. Sidney Fox 
oeverdraws the sweet ingenue to the 
point of nearly distracting an audi- 
ence from any fear it might have 
for her. Most likely the greatest 
possible contrast was sought be- 
tween the gigantic gorilla and the 
frail, defenseless girl, but it might 
have been more compelling if not 
so broadly painted. Leon Wycoff is 
behind a mustache and underneath 
a large brimmed skimmer most of 
the time in the hero part. 

Although it probably won’t make 
any difference to audiences, a 
insert for comedy relief purposes is 
technically out of order. The time 
is 1845, but the high-wheeled bike 
that drives across the sheet in a 
street scene is of a type that wasn’t 
introduced until about 20 years 
Jater. As long as the picture in- 
dustry spends so much on the tech- 
nical end, it ought to be better in- 
foed. Bige. 


brief 


WAYWARD 


production and release, Nancy 


Paramount ‘ ’ 
Fred- 


Carrol!, Richard Arlen and Pauline 

erick featured. Directed by Edward Slo 

man. Adapted by Gladys Unger and Lil- 
lian Day from Mateel Howe Farnham’s 
novel, ‘Wild Beauty.’ William Steiner, 

photog. At the Paramount, New York, 

week of Feb. 12. Running time, 72 mins. 

Daisy bebe ebuoeheseeeses Nancy Carroll 
David Frost... ..cceceseeeses tichard Arlen | 
Mre. Frost.....cees- ee.-Pauline Frederick 

Bob Daniels... .cccccscssesssseece John Litel 
Lousia Daniels...... ~e-+:Marealo Gillmore 
Uncle JUudsSon...ccccecsecessess Burke Clarke 
TUBEGED. . sc 4n04 0 s0eeseoussarerernn. Mut kney 
George -s0veees 066660000 0tGe?  BantDe 
Mary Norton......- eoee-- Gertrude Michael 

‘Kast Lynne’ with a happy end- 

ing. This is one time the almost 
fool-proof formula didn’t work. 


Second rate playing, sluggish writ- 
ing and irritating situations make 
for an inferior talker. And just 
another good title gone wrong. 

Nancy Carroll and Richard Arlen, 
who were on Paramount’s contract 
star list not long ago, are herein 
demoted to featured billing in type 
not much larger than that accorded 
to Pauline Frederick. If perform- 
ances wrote the billing, Miss Fred- 
erick would be on top. 

Miss Carroll, in this and several 
other preceding tries, is changing 
for the worse. She’s stepping out 
of a familiar realm into one that 
doesn’t suit her. She rose as an 
ingenue with the screen’s best baby 
face and. exery other necessary 
physical requisite, and now she’s 
slipping as a dramatic actress. The 
switch is not becoming or elevating, 
nor should her emotional work thus 
far indicate to Nancy Carroll that 
she should do anything but for- 
get it. 

With Richard Arlen this time it’s 
a case of being in a ticklish spot. 
He's got his mbther on one side 
and his wife on the other. And 
he’s the battle ground besides the 
objective. The selfish, cruel mother 
uses unfair weapons to save her 
son from a woman who, she thinks, 
is not worthy of him. The sweet, 
loving, tender little wife takes more 
punishment in five minutes than 
Willard took in three rounds at 
Toledo, as this ‘East Lynne’ re- 
minder wends it way through much 
agony to the honey pot at the blow- 
off. 

There’s the child, too. The mean 
granny grabs her. The mother 
creeps into the family mansion at 
night to snatch the kid—her kid. 
She’s caught by granny. Then the 
big moment, the one that all lead- 
ing ladies wait for through hours of 
painful mistreatment. Actresses 

ake big moments. But big mo- 
ments do not always make ac- 
tresses, 

This talker was on the tail end 
of the Paramount eastern studio’s 
schedule. It is’nt at all bad in a 
production way, which lets the lo- 
cale in for any credit this release 
might get. There were two strikes 
on the producer when they handed 
him the script. Bige. 


TWO FISTED JUSTICE 











Trem Carr production, released by Mono- 
gram. Story and adaptation by G. A. Dur- 
lam Featuring Tom Tyler and Bobbie 
Nelson, Cast: tarbara Weeks, John El 
liott, G. D. Wood, Bill Walling, Kit Guard 
and others At Laew'’s New York, N. Y., 
Feb. 9 as half double bill. Running time, 
about 50 mins, 





Decidedly minor house material. 
Story harks back to the outbreak of 


the Civil War, with all regular 
troops concentrated around Wash- 
ington, In response to a protest that 


the western frontier is left unguard- 


ed, Lincoln sends Kentucky Carson 
to guard duty. He finds the usual 


Situation of an apparently respect- | 


able member of society who is really 
the head of a gang of desperados, 
runs them to earth and, of course, 
Bets the gal. 

Time is wasted at the 
With some unrelated battle 
poorly cone, followed by a crude 
Picturization of Lincoln with some 
of his cabinet. Then the story gets 


opening 
scenes, 





attack on an emigrant wagon. He 
takes the bey with him, and the kid 
does one of the few bits of real act- 
ing when he is given the third de- 
gree after a murder and refuses to 
incriminate one of his benefactors. 
It’s about the highwater “mark in! 
young Nelson's screen career as he| 
is torn between gratitude and a de- 
Sire to save his dog, which is to be 
shot if he does not tell. 

Another good bit, though extrane- 


CHINA SPEAKS 


Star Film Co. 
newsreel 


assembly of travelog and 
material. Distributed on an inde- 
pendent basis by management of Acme 
theatre, New York At the Acme for four 
days beginning Feb. 10. On double feature 
program, Running time, 60 minutes, 





All-silent and containing a hodge- 
podge of material on China and 
what-not, obviously, from the cam- 





era technique and condition of the 


ous, comes in a ride of ;: ny ex-| fj i 
on ag mi . - il = Arte a pony €X-| film, ranging back to early silent 
Ay i S with four different types of| days. Just not to be considered in 
r ‘ " > ~ le ’ is e228 
ying mount as the Dest takes the | its present condition and length by 
; War news westward. Tyler does his|any house €x¢ept=those of the re- 
usua? stuff, with the attack on thé mote side street order 
wag . a stace - = . : . ee . A 
& agon and a age robbery to live n |} Some of the clips used in this bea 
ith oe 1? ha ha m ha o j , pe ° P " 
| *Hings ** ut when th a tion hangs| YWCA credit lines. Even titles are 
— the settiement it is apt to | in mixed size and style of type. A 
arag. } , li ' Cy 
| Seas. }number of the clips have Chinese 
Kit Guard overplays as a saloon 


| 


| 


“town to business, along in the sec-} 


ond reel, when Kentuck rescues 


Danny, sole survivor of an Indianj Lamy as a comedy 


keeper appointed judge by the 


| rogues, but John Eniott contributes 


opera, with the interiors hardly con- 
vincing. Photography poor. 


ONE-MAN LAW 





production and Writ- 


release. 








ten, adapted and directed by Lambert 
Hillyer Features Buck Jones Cast: 
Shirley Grey, Robert Ellis, Murdock Mc- 
Quarrie, Harry Todd, Henry Sedley Ernie 
Adams and Ri Alexander; Mark Wright, 
asst. director Max Stengler, cameramar 
; Russell Malgren sound At Loew's New 
York, one day, Feb. 11. Running time, 
61 mins, 

Wherever they like western pic- 
tures, this should click, for it gets 
off to a flying start and holds the 
j}pace consistently, spaced nicely 


| with comedy bits, but in the main 
jtending strictly to business. 

The same old city slicker hits the 
frontier, persuading one set of ten- 
ants to develop the land he buys 
while the deeds are sold in Chicago. 
The new buyers get there earlier 
than expected and enable the sheriff 
to get their homes back for the or- 
iginal settlers before the sharp can 
escape. 

Nothing particularly 
either plot or its developments, but 
it has been well directed to gain 
a maximum of action and with the 
suspense well sustained. Both in 
development and direction the pic- 
ture scores. The action builds 
steadily and the complications are 
easy to follow. 

Buck Jones does a clean cut job 
as the sheriff who is gulled into 
taking the job and endorsing the 
swindler and Robert Ellis plays the 
heavy with a deft touch that makes 
for effect. No ranting, but a smooth 
and even performance in which he 
makes himself liked even though 
his: villainy is known. Shirley Grey 
is the girl and Ernie Adams the 
small boy who is as necessary to 
the frontier hero as his horse used 
to be. 

Action is held mostly 
and includes a corking 
unusually well photographed, sev- 
eral solo and mob rides plenty of 
menace. A cut above the average. 


new to 


outdoors 
horserace 





Galeries Levy Et Cie 


(‘The Levy Dept. Stores’) 


(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris. Jan. 28. 
A Andre Hugon production. Natan re- 
lease. Directed by Andre Hugon. Re- 
corded RCA. Running time, 90 minutes, 
At the Moulin Rouge, Paris, January 27. 


Solomon Levy....eee-+eees+--Leon Belieres 
Moses Levy....+seceseeeess-Charles Lamy 
POURS. os cocedeccccccesosesCeremuane DOF 


Andre Lion....ccocccoseses-dacques Maury 
Rachel Meyer....ecsesss+-Simone Bourday 
Old Meyer. .ccccccccsccvesseces »+.-Mihalesco 
SRE 5eeeedeneeeisaven Seen 
Louis Michel Levy....-cees- Henry Laverne 


What was intended to be a ritzy 
sendoff was given this film, but fell 
flat, due to poor quality. Andre 
Hugon as a director is far more 
business than film minded. His pro- 
duction can partly be considered as 
Natan productions, due to Nutan’s 
participation, but Hugon is respon- 


sible for most of the financing 4s 
well as the technical part of the 
work. Picture razzed by audience 


partly ,»aper. 

Film in itself is a sequel to the 
former ‘Levy and Co.,’ and stars the 
same two old boys—Charles Lamy 
and Leon Belieres in the characters 
of Moses and Solomon Levy. They 
act exceedingly well, and whenever 
they are on the screen and per- 
mitted to do their gags, they come 
in for sure-fire laughs. This time 
they have been shown as heads 
a large department store, narrowly 
escaping marrying their niece to a 
crook. It’s a Erench ‘Potash and 
Perlmutter.’ ; 

Obviously neither thought nor time 
nor money lias been spent on either 
continuity, resulting ir 
celluloid, which, apart 


scenario 


a piece 


or 


of 


its 





taxes the audience's patience b) 


of | 


from the two old boys’ gags, heavy ily 


| explanation lines with a bit of Eng 
lish at the bottom. 





} 
} 
| 
| 


An editorial in titles with the ex- 


ferred to repeatedly in the titles but 
not once shown in action. Chinese 
viewing this won't get a chance to 
read their own language, because 
the screen, filled with their hiero- 
Slyphics, flashes directly into a 
Slowly projected translation of the 
Sun utterances. 


t 


to any people or any country, char- 
acters being all but obliterated. 

Not an auto or piece of machinery 
is possessed by China, according to 
this conglomeration. Suddenly a flock 
of modern destroyers, partly hidden 
by their own smoke, pop up as 
China’s own. 

The whole thing is hazy and the 
fan with good eyes able to sit 
through 60 minutes of this strain 
leaves with the decided conviction 
that the film industry during the 
past 15 years has made marvelous 
strides, Waly. 


Zum Goldnen Anker 


(‘The Golden Anchor’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Paramount production and release. By 
Altred Polgar, after the stage play 
‘Marius,’ by Marcel Pagnol. Direction 
Alexander Korda. Recorded on Westlern 
Electric. Cast: Albert-Bassermann, 
Jacob Tiedtke, Lucie Hoeflich, Ursula 
Grabley, Matthias Weimann, Kar! Ettling- 





er, Ludwig Stoessel, Rolf Mueller, Karl 
Platen, Jaro Fuerth. Running time 83 


minutes, At Gloria Palast, Berlin. 





To turn stage plays into pictures 
will in most cases remain a prob- 
lem. Unfortunately the new Para- 
mount picture, ‘Zum Goldnen Ank- 
er’ (‘Marius’), follows too much the 
play by Marcel Pagnol. “The con- 
tinuity lacks, the picture is dragged 
out and long discussions take the 
place of acting. Continual talking, 
the witty and true dialog by Alfred 
Polgar do not help. The picture 
cannot be called a financial suc- 
cess. 

The story tells of the love of two 
young people from Marseilles har- 
bor quarters, Marius and Fanny. 
But Marius longs for the sea and 
its adventures and finally leaves 
his girl, who resigns her love. Alex- 
ander Korda has well and neatly 
directed the picture and hit the 
right atmosphere. But he also can- 
not refrain from stage technique. 
He has here well advanced pretty 
Ursula Grabley in her screen career. 
For the first time she shows herself 
able to fulfill her promise. Mat- 
thias Weimann is strong and sim- 


ple as Marius. Jakob Tiedtke is 
refreshingly true as owner of a 


pub and Marius’ father. He unites 
humor and feeling. Albert Basser- 
mann unfortunately overdoes the 
sailor and his role becomes uncon- 
vincing. In the cast: Lucie Hoe- 
flich. Karl Ettlinger, Ludwig Stoes- 
sel, Rolf Mueller, Karl Platen and 
Jaro Fuerth. 

Photography excellent. Sound re- 
production unfortunately not clear 
and hardly comprehensible. 

Magnus. 





Walzer vom Strauss 


(A Waltz by Strauss) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Capital release on 
Froehlich. Di- 


Splendid production. 








this side. Starring Gustav 
rection, Conrad Wiene; manuscript, Paul 
Dover: photography, Carl Drews; record- 
ing, Eugen Erich; musica! direction, Ar- 
ir Guttmann. At the Little Carnegie 
VN. ¥., on grind run beginning Feb. 10 
Running time, 90 mings. 
Johann Strauss, Sr......Hans Junkermanr 
Johann Strauss, Jr.ceee- Gustav Froehlich 
Mother Strauss...ees. e ; Julia Serda 
Iuisl Deisinger.....«-. cocsccoes Maria Paudier 





Patently a cheap and low cost ef- 
| fort to cash in on a legit musical 
| smash, this film nevertheless, looks 
| like good box office, It’s bad tech- 
nieally, the story and action are 
weak and the acting none too good. 


But on the other side of the ledger 


' 


|} slow tempo. 
Apart from the two stars and| jis a Strauss score from beginning 
Jacques Maury, balance of the Cast/to end, which will account for 
is rather secondary, and not so hot. | plenty of business in all foreign 
Film gives in every respect the} houses, plus a good deal of out- 
impression of a quickie, and sho ild| side trade attracted by the title. 
not have cost more, Original exX-| No doubt about the lure of the 
pense is pretty sure to be covered, | Strauss name to box offices. Caught 
since the film wil! be released in the| in New York three days after open- 
Natan circuit, but it won't do any] ing, the house was filled one hout 
good to the circuit itself, and despite | after opening the doors with a@ long 
fine acting « harmful to the poss | line of standees at 2:30. 
bilities Leon Balieres and Charnes} Picture is taken from & huropean 
team Vaci, |musicai entitied ‘Waltzes from 


te work as the unwilling partner |Clamation ‘Thus China speaks’ is | 
i oe : ing. gg Walling as the} worked in at the end to explain what | 
s1e% ‘rr fair : its is ines. | h; hi 
ev = : , ; ry — + - nes.|has gone before. Just before this 
Weshe | xen he is plotting. Miss/there is a long last message from 
eeks 1S given no chance. General Sun. The General is re- 
Too much indoors for good horse 





Rainy prints, many of them yellow | 


and warped with age, are roughly | 
thrown together. 3Zattle scenes re 
ferring to the Nationalistic volu 


tion are such that they could pertain | 





Vienna.’ After 
Sir Oswald 
London 
Best 

found 


o 
gest 


Berlin, 
lavish 


in j 
starring | 
| 
1 
' 


Stoll gave it a 
production, 


a smash 


and Herbert Marshall and 
himself with one of the big- 
successes of his career on his} 


hands. In New York the film ar- | 
rives hefore the musical, Max Gor- 
don owning the stage rights but 


figuring on the piece for next sea- 
son. 

Story is wound around the ca- 
reers of the colorful Strauss family 
Johann is found 


| 

at his height, at- | 

tempting to forbid his son from | 
studying music or doing anything | 
musical As the film unwinds the 


younger Strauss passes and over 
shadows his father, with the end | 
tupid death scene for the old | 
man. | 
Froehlich, 
something 


to Germans, 


aA > 

Gustav whose name | 
at the box 
plays the younger 
capably, although the 
other parts are handled carelessly. 
Maria Paudler Strauss’ young | 
sweetheart, tries hard enough but | 
is not one of Germany's prettiest 
or more capable actresses. 

Most surprising thing about the 
picture is that both photography 
and sound are way off, unusual at 
this day. Maybe customers don't 
notice this, but it doesn’t help any. 

Whatever draw the film has rests 


may mean 
office 
Strauss role | 


as 


entirely on the title and subject, 
which, it seems, are enough. 
Kauf, 

tichmount production and Universal re- 
lease Features Chas. Morton, Dorothy Re- 
vier. Cast Virginia Brown Faire, Frank 
Mayo. Tom Santschi, Francis Ford and 
Bobby Dunn. Leirected by Duke Worne. 


Story and adaptation, Arthur Hoerle. Cam- 
eraman, M. A. Anderson, At Loew's N. Y. 
as half double bill Feb. 9. Running time, 
50 minutes, 


Upper half of a double bill, but 
capable of standing alone in spots 
where they like action and still fall 
for gangster stuff. Rather shy on 
submachine guns, but with reason- 
ably ample movement. 

Story concerns a war between Pi- 
cardi, a bootlegger and Big Boy, a 
hijacker. Police stand back to watch 
them fight it out, but a newspaper 
assigns a cub reporter to the story. 
Develops that Big Boy is this lad’s 
brother, and when Picardi takes his 
enemy for a ride the reporter joins 
the gang to avenge the death, very 
nearly sharing the same fate, but 
saved by a girl who is also seeking 
to be avenged on the legger. 

Story opens promisingly with a 


} aire, london, 





Condemned to Death 


(BRITISH MADE) 

London, Jan. 
im Fiims Studios production, re 
ough W. & FF, Film Service, Gau 
tish affiliation. Directed by Walter 
from the play Lantern,’ by 
Goodchild. RCA Photo- 
phone. Photography, Sydney Blythe. Stars 
Arthur Wontner: in cast: Gillian Lind, Jane 
Welsh, Edmund Gwenn, Gordon Harker, 
Grifitns Humphreys, Length, 7,000 feet, 
approx Running time, 80 mins. Cengsor's 
ertificate not listed. Reviewed Palace the- 
Jan. 21 


99 
re 

Twicken! 
leased thi 
mont Br 
Forde 


George 


‘Jack o’ 
Recorded 


A rather good British picture—for 
a British picture. A murder mystery 
drama conventional than most, 
eds in some parts and misses 


less 
AL SUC 


rather 


badly in others. 

The picture is adapted from a 
; mystery thriller which, when pro- 
duced in the West End a year ago, 
failed It is based on a curiously 
cumbersome idea—a murderer who 
has been sentenced to death for va- 
;}rious crimes hypnotizes the judge 


passing sentence, with the result the 
judge afterwards assumes a dual 
personality, the added one being 
that of the now hanged murderer. 


It is the sort of thing which can 
get by if carefully handled. In this 
case it succeeds—sometimes. 

The casting on the whole is ad- 
mirable, with Arthur Wontner es- 
saying the difficult task of showing 


the double personality. As the judge 


Wontner was good, but when he 
switched to the fiend he changed 
few mannerisms and his voice re- 
mained the same 


This gave the show away early on, 
and the picture lost points in con- 
sequence. 

Gillian Lind as the heroine had a 
twist of appearing to be chuckling 
with joy whenever registering what 
is supposed to be horror. 

Remainder of the cast does well. 
Direction, photography and cutting 
well up to standard—British stand- 
ard, Jolo. 


MONEY FOR NOTHING 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Jan, 26. 
International production, released 
Pathe, British International sub- 
sidiary. Stars Seymour Hicks. Directed by 
Monty Banks. Screen story by Seymour 
Hicks. In cast Betty Stockfeld, Henry 
Wenman, Edmund Gween, Donald Calthrop, 
tenee Gadd. Length, 6,569 feet. Running 
time, 75 mins. Censor's certificate ‘‘U."’ 
Reviewed Regal, London, Jan. 25, 


One of the fastest romantic come- 
dies which has emerged from a Brit- 
ish studio for months. The picture 
Should do excellent business in the 


British 
through 





van slipping out of a dimly lighted 
garage and the driver presently 
bumped off, but thereafter not much 
shooting. At times the action drags 
as the plot is slowly unwound, but in 
general the action is fairly well 
paced, though never violent. 

Charles Morton is ft rceful asthe 
reporter and carries most of the 
action. The gangster of Frank Mayo 
is conventional but sufficient, with a 
nice bit by Tom Santschi as Big Boy 
and a little from Francis Ford, Vir- 
ginia Faire and Dorothy Revier, the 
latter appearing very briefly. 

Photography average and sound 
fairly good. Picture can probably 
get over where authorities will 
frown on gangster gunplay. 


DAS EKEL 


(‘The Grouch’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Ufa production and release. Stars Max 
Adalbert. Features Evelyn Holt, Heinz 
Koenecke and Rosa Valetti. Production 
supervision, Bruno Duday; direction, Franz 
Wenzler and KE. Schuefftan; camera, Bern- 
hard Wenizel and E. Schuefftan; scenario, 
Emmerich Pressburger; sound, Walter 
Tjaden; music, Herbert Lichtenstein. At 
the Ufa-Cosmopolitan, New York, on grind 
run beginning Jan, 28. Running time, 70 
mins. 

Adalbert Bulcke..cccsececes 
Hermine Buckle..... -Emilia Unda 
Katharine Bulcke...cccscse.+:-Evelyn Holt 
Egmont Bulcke....ccees+ee+.-Heinz Wagner 
TOS pccncsseses ccceseocees- Heinz Koenecke 
Frau Kochanke,.cccocsessesces Rosa Valetti 
Lemke ~.--.-Hans H. Schaufuss 





»-Max Adalbert 








This comedy will probably please 


Teuton nabe audiences, though it’s 
not of an especially high calibre. 
Plenty of good fun in it, however, 


and splendid acting by Max Adal- 
bert in the lead role. 


irst half of the film is fine com- 


edy and an almost perfect satire of 
a certain pretty large section of 
German middle-class life. At this 


point, however, film departs into low 
comedy unnecessarily, which per- 
haps is not obnoxious but ruins any 


hope there may have been for a 
really high rate feature. Perhaps 
the presence of two directors in the 
credit list is the answer, 


Adalbert plays the part of a 50- 
yeur-old man in a slight civic posi- 


tion. He has an official helmet to 
wear as supervisor of a market 
place and carries through the offi- 
cial manner to his home, dictating 
the life of his entire family to the 
nth detail. Young man falls in love 
with his daughter and begins re- 


inaking the old man. Old man ob- 


jects so strenuously that he lands in 
jail. Jail period, it seems, works a 
mivacle in him and he comes out 
feeling kindly toward all and be- 


comes @ good sport and outdoors 
enthuiast on his own, 

Nvelyn Holt is just about satis- 
factory as the girl, and Heinz 


Kkoenecke as the boy relies on look - | 





ng handsome to carry him through. ! 
Rosa Naleiti in a character bit is} 


good Kaut, j 


better class neighborhood houses 
here. 

Much of the credit must go to 
Monty Banks. He got snap into a 


story which most British producers 
would have made cumbersome. 

It’s actually the usual Seymour 
Hicks stuff; the story of the middle- 


less girl, getting the usual gate, 
bringing the inevitable good fortune 
accidentally in his incredibly charm- 
ing train, taking his usual knock- 
out from said delightful girl, quit- 
ting for the Riviera with said de- 
lightful girl’s even more adorable 
maid. 

Hicks was quite good. He didn't 
make the mistake he made in some 
of his others, of trying to be the last 
word in grand tragedians. 

Casting, on the whole, is excellent. 
They couldn’t go wrong with troup- 
ers like Henry Wenman and Ed- 
mund Gwenn. Betty Stockfeld as 
the girl is still too refined to be 
allowed to soil her hands with 
make-up. This girl should learn to 
work more vigorously. 

Renee Gadd is all right in a sup- 


porting role. Recording and such 
things up to the usual standard here, 
Chap. 





Stuerme der Leidenschaft 


(‘Storms of Passion’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

ae serlin, Jan. 28. 

Erich Pommer production for Ufa and 

fa release. Manuscript by Robert Lieb 
mann and Hans Mueller. Direction Robe 
ert Siodmak. Music Friedrich Hollaender. 
Musical management Gerard Jacobson. 
Photography: Gunther Rittau; sound Fritz 
Thiery. Production management Max 
Pfeiffer. Fashion designs Rene Hubert. 
Recorded on Klangfilm. Casts: Emil Jan- 
nings, Anna Sten, Trude Hesterberg, Franz 
Nicklisch, Otto Wernicke, Hans Deppe, 
Hans Reimann, Julius Falkenstein, Anton 
Pointner, Wilhelm Bendow, Hermann Val- 
entin. Running time 98 mitiutes, At Ufa 
Palast am Zoo, Berlin. 

An uneven picture, made with 
high-grade technical efficiency, with 
much intelligence and with some 
thrilling moments but it does not 
enrapture, does not thrill in the end. 
The main reason again in the man- 
uscript, which, on account of many 
years’ experience, is cleanly con- 
structed by Liebmann and Mueller, 


but does not enchant the public, es- 


pecially the unfortunate ending. 
The main motive is from a once 
very successful picture of Joe May 
“Tragoedie der Liebe” (‘Tragedy of 
Love’). It is the love story of Gus- 
tav Bumke, a Berlin gangster whose 





girl friend, Anna, betrays him 
while he is in jail. When he comes 
home he kills at a festivity of the 
serlin gangsters his girl friend's 
seducer, 

When running aw from the po- 
lice he hide in a little bungalow. 
His zg riend betrays him to the 
police as she is in love with a young 
bov whom Bumke nas taken in 
throug charity and who is to be 


(Continued on page 36) 
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READING, PA. 


To the Citizens 
of Reading:— 


The management of the 
Park Theatre announces with 
the deepest regret that after 
Friday, February 12, we are 
discontinuing our policy of 
high-grade vaudeville. 

Owing to the arbitrary dis- 
crimination against us on the 
part of the city authorities, 
we are unable to continue 
to offer the high quality of 
stage attractions that have 
been shown at the Park 
Theatre, and rather than 
become embroiled in an issue 
that might result in depriving 
the good people of Reading 
of Sunday baseball and other 
kindred amusements, to which 
they have been accustomed, 
although prohibited by a law 
passed 140 years ugo under 
vastly different conditions of 
life, we have decided, despite 
heavy monetary loss, to dis- 
continue vaudeville and 
change our policy to high- 
grade motion pictures only. 
We wish, at this time, to thank 
you fair-minded people of 
Reading for your many kind - 
nesses to us, and trust that we 
may continue to merit your 
patronage in the future. 


PARK THEATRE 
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Local Acts for Legion 


Dallas. 
For ‘Line of Duty’ at their class 


nabe, the Texas, Robb & Rowley 
managed to swing American Le- 
gion’s unemployed vets’ benefit. 


Elaborate stage show included most 


of pop amateur acts in town, with 
dance schools included, 
Good bet for R. & R., as Legion 


usually manages to sell tickets for 
its sprees. 


Laugh Week’s Best Grins 
Dallas. 

Tying up ‘Local Boy Makes Good’ 
for a laugh week, Publi x-Melba, 
Paul Short, mgr., set gag solid by 
getting Mayor to indorse flicker’s 
run as town’s ‘official’ laugh week. 

House also employed 10 job hunt- 
ers to comb downtown for snap- 
shots of best grins, with three best 
netting prizes. 


Trolley Line’s $1 Weeks 
Easton, Pa. 
have hit the 
too. Lehigh Valley 
operating in Bethle- 
hem and Allentown, has tied with 
three theatres, one in Bethlehem 
and two in Allentown, and is selling 
$1 tickets good for as many rides in 
Bethlehem and Allentown during 
the week as the purchaser desires 
to make, and also good for admis- 
sion to those three theatres. 

For $1 you can thus ride between 
Bethlehem and Allentown, the usual 
fare of which is 30 cents, and can 
also see three pictures. 


Depression must 
trolley car, 


Transit Co., 


Hoking Up Giveaways 

Several concerns are staging give- 
aways for exhibitors, werking up 
the prizes and staging the show 
with an m.c. for comedy. Where 
this can be afforded, the greater 
entertainment value of the night is 
worth the cost. 

One exhibitor, however, on a small 
budget, has a table on the stage 
from which 10 strings run over the 
orchestra pit. Various persons in 
the audience are invited to pull a 
cord, which apparently forces up a 
number. Seems to be determined 
by chance, but the numbers are 
really actuated by the manager, who 
stands back of the table. He selects 
the most incongruous gift for each 
recipient—a pipe to an old maid or 
a pair of stockings to a bachelor. 


Impressing Dates 

For some reason, which probably 
psychologists can explain, the cal- 
endar sheet seems to have a strong 
value in impressing dates. A monthly 
sheet with certain dates ringed 
will set those dates more firmly 
than if they were displayed in pos- 
ter type. 

Piaying on this one exhibitor in- 
vested in a couple of fonts of cal- 
endar logotypes. These are type 
squares which can -be ar.anged to 
give a month with each day in iits 
own compartment. The exhibitor 
got two, one in white letters on 
black and the other in black on 
white. He uses the idea every few 
weeks, setting up the month with 
the white letters standing -out 
through contrast with the black. 

Not so good where the space rate 
is heavy. but great far .mail towns 





with a low inch rate instead of a 
high by-the-line, and good any- 
where for throwaways and other 


house printing. Might also pay to 
make up an occasional sheet for the 
lobby. 


Families for ‘Emma’ 

Plenty of exhibitors are probably 
going to use the old gag of admit- 
ting all girls named Emma free to 
a special matinee when the Marie 
Dressler picture comes along. It 
might make some talk, but it will 
appeal chiefly to the younger set. 

A better idea will be to offer ad- 
missions to all motherless families 
of four or more children, which will 
permit the real film story angle to 
be stressed. This is particularly 
good if the invitation is extended 
through the newspapers, and the 
latter are generally willing to be 
placed in the position of giving 
away free tickets. 

There is also a chance 
porter to work up human interest 
stories if the applications have to 
be made to the newspaper direct. 


Using Time Clocks 


San Antonio. 

Publix-Aztec helped its draw by 
placing cards on time clocks of 21 
firms explaining special arrange- 
ment giving employes opportunity 
to buy Aztec tickets at matinee 
prices up to 7 p.m. 

Cards on clocks changed 
weekly to announce new film. 


Building Up 
Recently there has been a run on 
admissions for a dime and a milk 
bottle cap. In some sections the 
idea has been applied to other than 
milk products. One concern offered 
a free admission to a specified the- 


for a re- 


twice 


atre for an empty can which had 
contained its product. 

After a couple of weeks the gro- 
cer decided to abandon the idea, 
feeling that the edge had worn off. 
The theatre liked the scheme, since 


it was bringing money to the b.o. 
The manager went down and sold 


the grocer the idea of getting fur- 
ther advertisement from the stunt 
by displaying the cans in the win- 
dow of a vacant store in the theatre 
building. With a two weeks’ col- 
lection of cans to start with, it was 





a simple matter to make a good 
display, with a card stating that 
‘More cans of coffee are used 
than any other two brands com- 
bined.’ House extended the idea 
four weeks. 
Freak Stills 
Portland. Ore. 


Ted Gamble (RKO) figured stunt 
at practically no cost. It’s a new 
version of an old newspaper circu- 
lation idea, 

Tieup made with local paper to 
print series of 40 star stills, also 40 
distorted views of same stars taken 
through freak lens. Contest is to 
name the distorted pictures and 
match them with the right stills. 

House runs short ad reel which 
gives the patron the sole chance of 
seeing the 40 faces distorted and 
otherwise. Unless you see the reel 
the contest is too tough to make 
good guesses. 

Prizes are sedan auto, jewelry 
and radio given by merchants for 
cut in on the exploitation, 


Matching Pennies 


Instead of two for ones, one man- 
ager is offering admissions for 
matched pennies. The regular price 
is 20c. but on most afternoons, and 
Tuesday evenings, admission can be 
had for lic. if three persons buy at 
once and the pennies are in series, 
1928-29-30, 27-28-29, or any similar 
combination. 


Most come down with three 
matched pennies, but enough stand 
around looking for two others to 


keep the lobby pepped up with cus- 
tomers looking around for two others 
who can chain with one of their 
coppers. 

Sounds more or less childish, but 
the manager writes that some peo- 
ple seem to come just to match the 
pennies, with a few jokers ringing 
in now and then with an old coin 
which no one can match, 


kad — we TE 2 Semana 


Planting a Library 


Many theatres have dual box 
offices, one on either side of the 
lobby, or one built into the wall and 
the other an ‘island.’ Most houses 
have small use for a second sales 
window. 

An original use of the spare space 
is reported from a college town 
where the second b. o. is given rent 
free as a lending library run by a 
couple of students. The library is 
well patronized by both the students 
and the town people and the man- 
ager figures that he gets a return 
from the people who come to ex- 
change books and either remain to 
see the shows or are sold into com- 
ing back at a more convenient time. 

The only payoff is the use of 
printed covers advertising the the- 
atre and the insertion of a herald 
in each outgoing book. The stu- 
dent hustlers lay off the cost of the 
cover by selling the back page to 
two merchants. 


Overmatter 
One of the most useful scrap 
books a manager can make up is 


one which offers good exploitation 
stunts from the press book which 
were not used on the pictures for 
which they are suggested. It is 
only occasionally that a really good 
general stunt comes out of the press 
books. Much of it is repeats, but 
where an original is suggested it 
should be set aside for future use 
if it is applicable to other than the 
title for which it is suggested—and 
most stunts can be made to apply 
to more than one picture. 

When the immediate press book 
does not offer anything which ap- 
peals, a brief session with this book 
will generally yield one or more 
good ideas. The best way to paste 
up is without attempting any clas- 
sification. Too close a ciassification 
is often the graveyard of good ideas. 


Prosperity Pages 

Arcadia theatre, Portsmouth, N. 
H., sends in the first prosperity page 
reported in some time. A year or so 
ago it was quite the thing to get all 
the merchants to join in an hurrah 
for the prosperitv that was just 
around the corner. 

Edward Selette, 
evidently figures 


of 
that 


the Arcadia, 
local condi- 


with 22 
theatre's 


nice co-op 
backing up 


stores 
bargain 


page 
the 


sales with their own offerings. Se- 
lette turns in a better than usual 
page with none ot the_= spaces 





crowded with black type and plenty 
of white space between the various 
cards, 





tions are ripe again and he gets a| 


Votes for Flowers 

Flower shows, especially prize 
lilies, are common for Easter, but a 
surefire stunt from last year is going 
to be tried again by one manager 
who got almost normal business 
during Holy Week in a strongly re- 
ligious community. 

Well in advance he made a deal 
with the local florist to give him 
lobby and foyer advertising for two 
weeks in advance of Easter in re- 
turn for a dozen of his best plants 
and some cut flowers. Then he an- 
nounced that these would be pre- 
sented to the church collecting the 
most votes which were given with 
all tickets sold between Monday and 
Thursday, inclusive, the week before 
Easter. Boxes, suitably lettered, 
were placed in the lobby, and each 
church was permitted to have two 
representatives in the lobby on their 
promise not to solicit votes too 
strenuously, but there was no limit 
to the number they could put ona 
house-to-house canvas. 

Last year two ministers announced 
the balloting from their pulpits and 
at least inferentially approved of 
attendance. Business was up ap- 
proximately 25% over the same pe- 
riod the previous year with a picture 
not quite as good. 


New Classified 


_ Classified ad thing is generally 
limited to names in the various 


want ads, free tickets for ads placed 
or answers to questions scattered 
through the wants. 

Add to this the lost and found 
plug. The theatre ostensibly loses 
some article each day and adver- 
tises a pair of tickets for its re- 
turn. One day it’s a bunch of no 
longer useful keys, a dog, a pocket- 
book, a roll of music and similar 
items figuring each day. 

Newspaper may give a heavy plug 
to the loss and triumphantly point 
out that each article has been re- 
turned through the medium of its 


classified department, Better in a 
small town than in a city, but it 
can be blown up to match the larger 
places, 


License Numbers 
Sioux City, Ia: 
Classified section of a daily was 
used by the Orpheum to plug ‘Taxi.’ 
Free tickets were given to auto 
owners spotting the numbers of 
their machines concealed in want 


ads. Paper donated a two-column, 
half page promotional ad. 

Forty numbers were used, call- 
ing for that many tickets, 


16mm, Babies 
3aby shows, in person or by pho- 


tograph, are pretty nearly always 
surefire, but the baby show on 
16mm, film is still a novelty. Yet, 


the first one reported seems to have 
been a better money maker for the 
participant than anticipated, 

A dealer in the amateur size cam- 
eras got the idea from a radio give- 
away. He figured that if a picture 
theatre participation could help sell 
radio sets costing $50 or more, he 
should be able to move a new line of 
16mm, cameras, so he contacted the 
house manager with a baby show 
proposition. 

Dealer made a 10-ft. strip of each 
the first 50 babies sent him by the 
theatre. This gave material for five 
elimination showings of 10 babies 
each and finals with the five win- 
ners. Projection was made from the 
rear of a tracing cloth screen with 
a small projector having wide angle 
lens. After the contest each mother 
was given the strip of her own baby, 
delivered by a salesman who tried to 
sell a camera and projector. Three 
cheap projectors at $15 each, five 
more expensive ones and about a 
dozen cameras at varying prices 
made the net profit something to 
consider, and there’s always the sale 





of more film. 
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Syracuse, 
of Warner's Strand, 
goes to Troy Wednesday (10) 
city manager for ‘WB, with head- 
quarters at the Troy theatre. 


Leo Rosen, 


as 


ae ae Marks.. is manager. ?.the! 


Waddell stock troupe opening Feb. 
18 at the Fox State theatre in To- 
peka, Kansas. ‘Burlesque’ initial 
production, 50c. top. 





Ft. Worth, Tex. 
Local Orpheum, one of oldest the- 
atres in Texas, is passing to make 
room for a new building. House 
opened as nickelodeon some 30 years 
ago, 





Rockford, Il. 
Sol Strauss, former mgr. Alcyon 
theatre, Highland Park, assumes 
management of Midway. Succeeds 
Charles House, resigned, who will 
handle the State. 





What Cheer, Ia. 
Frank Green, Des Moines, has 
leased the Masonic theatre. 





Toledo. 
of new 
26. Val- 
oldest house. 


Date set for reopening 
Valentine theatre is Feb. 
entine is Toledo's 
Wally Caldwell, mgr. 





Syracuse, N. Y. 
Harry Gilbert, owner of the de- 
luxe nabe, Riviera, has obtained a 
show cause order to force a reduc- 
tion in the assessed valuation of 
the south side house from $103,750 
to $59,250, 





Grundy Center, Ia. 
Cc. E. Thrasher, formerly Des 
Moines, has leased the Rialto here, 
owned by L. G. Slater. 
Uniontown, Pa. 
West End theatre, recently leased 
by Great Lakes Theatres, Inc., 
opened Feb. 13. Second-run pic- 
tures, changing four times a week. 





Denver. 


Two more 5-and-10 grinds on 
Curtis street. Gem, taken over by 
Ed Mapel, with sound installed. 


Will put on prize fights one night a 
week at $1.50 top. Riant, dark sev- 
eral years, reopened with portable 
sound equipment. Vaude between 
pictures, 

Palace theatre, 
closes Feb.,27. 


Portales, Colo., 


Denver. 


Manager changes by Fox-West 
Coast in Colorado: G. G. Dungan 
resigns, Grand, Rocky Ford: re- 


placed by Dave Morrison, of Egyp- 
tian, Denver. Lucian M. Harris 
takes latter’s place. Chas. Yaeger, 
Longmont theatre, Longmont, Colo., 
and Millard Gettier, American and 
Rialto, Sterling, Colo., change jobs. 


Hanover, Kans. 
H. A. Larsen has taken over lease 
of the Iris theatre from R. E. Berne) 





New York. 

Bud Gray, who has been handling 
publicity and advertising for the 
Rialto, New York, washed up there 
Saturday (13). Lou Smith, previ- 
ously at the house and who moved 
over to the Criterion, returns to 
take charge. . eeriteaathastanas 

Gray may be assigned another 
Publix house in or out of New York. 





Los Angeles, 

Theatre transfers in the southern 
California zone have heen numerous 
recently. Following are houses that 
have changed hands, with names of 
new operators: 

State, El Segundo, J. M. Suck- 
storsf, W. E. equipment installed. 
New Victory, formerly Imperial, San 
Diego, Max Shapiro. Novelty, L. A., 
George Zakarofs. Nuart, Sawtelle, 
George Burke and M. E. Baylis. Ar- 
cade, Holtville, Glen Miller. Temple, 
L. A., George A. Harrison. Glassell, 
L. A., R. N. Reddig. Casino, West- 
moreland, Sam C. Meserve, opened 
Feb. 12 with W. E. equipment. Union 
Square, L. A., opened by Carl Gille. 
Garfield, Alhambra, Lazarus & Vine- 
coff circuit. Home, Long Beach, 
David H. Hunter. Garden, Belve- 
dere Gardens, Frank Pratt. 

Houses’ closed: Carter, Long 

seach. Iris, Ray, Ariz., Soboba, San 
Jacinto. Granada, Ontario, closed 
Jan, 30, with policy taken over by 
the California, Ontario. Starland, 
L. A. San Carlos, L. A. Yost, Brea. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

Mitchell Fitzer, one time lessee of 
the Empire, now the Dewitt, report- 
ed angling for this house, which 
went dark with reversion of lease. 
Fitzer now has the Rivoli and is in- 
terested in the Swan. 


Toledo. 

Announcement made of sale of 
two Findlay theatres to Leslie The- 
atre Corp. Mrs. A. R. Kraft, previ- 
ous owner, continues as manager at 
the Royal. Other house, Lyceum, 
will be remodeled and managed by 
Frank Nolan, Cleveland. 





Newark, N. J. 
Among changes in Warner Broth- 
ers are promotion of Edward Kane 
from the Central here to manager of 
the Cranford, Cranford, N. J., and 
Edward Milstein, from asst. mer. of 
Mosque to manager of Central. 


Ottawa, Ill. 
Orpheum theatre, operated by the 
Ottawa Amusement Co., was de- 
stroyed in a $125,000 fire of unde- 
termined origin Feb. 9. Property 
is owned by B. S. Jordan. 





Philadelphia. 
E. O. 


Stutenroth now managing 
Warners’ Holme theatre here. Was! 
recentiy assistant mgr. at Loew's | 
83d St., 


New York. 


Salem, W. Va. 


fire. 


Greenback Gag 


Advertising for paper money with 
certain serial numbers was pretty 
thoroughly worked a few years ago 
It is being repeated by a New York 
daily at the present time as a cir. 
culation stunt. 

A newer wrinkle turns up from a 


small town where the manager of 
the single local theatre offered g 
free admission to any person who 
tendered in payment a bill whose 
serial numbers totaled exactly 56, 
As there are usually eight numbers 


to a bill, it’s something of a trick tg 
get hold of one that adds up to the 
prescribed number. 

Bills, as they were presented, 
were taken up in exchange for qa 
bill which did not make that total, 
and by arrangement the bank held 
on to these until the contest wag 
over to prevent their recirculation, 
There were only about 50 tickets 
given out and the gag zot more 
than their value in newspaper space 
alone. 


‘Taxi’ in Taxis 
Joe Lee, who looks after a 


string 
of RKO houses in Brooklyn, landed 
one for ‘Taxi.’ There are about 
4,500 cabs cruising around and 
about 5,000 circulars handed out or 


Placed in the cabs, each in an ene 
velope reading in bold type, ‘If you 
own, drive or ride in a taxi, read 
the circular inside.’ 

Circular announced an open meete 


ing ‘for all independent and fleete 
owned taxi drivers’ at the RKO 
Greenpoint, announcing that the 
Consolidated was planning to drive 


all opposition from the streets. 


For the Old Folks 


Hartford, Conn. 
When Fanchon & Marco ‘Ola 
Timers’ unit played here, Manager 
Thomas, of the Capitol, invited the 
oldest grandmas and grandpas in 
the county as his guests. Scores of 
them showed up from as far as 30 
miles away. Along came grand«- 
children, children, nephews and 
nieces. And the latter paid admis« 
sions. 
Oldest couple more than 80 years 
old each were given a permanent 
pass for the balance of their lives, 


Can’t Give Auto 
Providence, 

Board of Public Safety, has ruled 
out a Paramount-Publix contest 
here in which it had been planned 
Pterreroe wrens an autonrbiie: -Board 
notified the theatre management 
that a raffle is against Rhode Is-« 
land laws, 

Edict came after the Paramount 
had laid out @ campaign and had 
spent considerable money in news- 
paper advertising. 


Indie Co. Also Had 
Its Repudiation Idea 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 

Repudiation of vice-presidential 
contracts has been going on here 
among the _ indies revealed 
during the hearing of one of the 
wage claims against Standard 
Sound System, Inc., collapsed leas< 
ing lot. 

Contracts with a musical director 
and others for eight musical shorts 
in color were approved by James 
Long Wright as v. p. of Standard, 

George H. Bowles, as president of 
Standard, admitted repudiating the 
agreement. He said Wright had 
no authority to act and was merely 
a prospective financier of the stus 
dio. 








also, 


WOHL OFF PAR BOARD 


H. A. Wohl has been dropped ag 
a member of the Paramount story 
board in New York. 

He is said to be reporting to head< 
quarters more or less regularly de 
spite being off salary. 


peter eereeeneesneenea 


Stuerme der Leidenschaft 


(Continued from page 33) 
arrested by the police to tel] where 
Bumke hides. 

Bumke escapes on a_ prisoners’ 


transport but to smash his rival, is 
willing to be re-arrested. 
In an unhappy ending, 
hensible for the publie, 
ster says he prefers to vo 
jail to have peace from 
A young doctor, Robert 


incompre- 
the gange 
back to 
women, 

Siodmak, 





Old Grand opera house gutted by 
' 


shows a distinct development, but 
one feels a lack of real warm feel- 
ing, probably caused by the munu- 
seript. Both main actors, Anna 
Sten and Emil Jannings. succeed 
by their playing to break through 
the coldness, Jannings has mo- 
ments but sometimes there is too 
much routine, even with hin Miss 
Sten is the glittering, seducing 
woman with realism. Her interest- 
ing, pretty face with the brilliant 
cat eves is eternally chanzing A 
special praise for the pho'tovranhy 
of Guenther Rittau. Maaqnus. 
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WASHINGTON 






























































Find a Cure 


Syracuse, N. Y., Feb. 15 
Perplexed Syracuse circuit 
managers, With budgets pared 
to the bone, have found a par- 
tial solution to the labor prob- 





















































































































































































































































—* Jan. 2. | Jano __Jan. 16 Jan. 23 lem in a modern form of con- 

EARLE Safe in Hell ‘Forbidden. | Under 18 | Union I Depot |} scription. 

High. .$25,000 $17,000 $15,500 $23,000 $17,000 | The draftees are unemployed 
Low... 6,000 Vaude eS a Siaca dt youths who resort to various 
PALACE Sooky | Ladies of the} Tonight or Reckless Age dodges to secure entrance to 
High. .$29,300 $15,000 Big House Never $16,000 the theatres without a visit 
Low. . 8,500) S Sti tage Show. = $17,000 : _ $16 900 ' eee to the boxoffice. These range 
~~ Fox Delicious “Stepping _ Dance Team Chan’s from walking in backwards to 
High. .$41,500 $19,000 Sisters $23,000 Chance slipping in as departing pa 
(2d week) $19,500 $19,500 anne 
Stage Show _ : A, FTN, eee a In the old days, the youths 
COLUMBIA Possessed Private Lives | Private Lives; Jekyll and were shipped by patrol to the 
High. .$19,000 $9,000 $14,000 | $6,500 Hyde police station to spend 3 few 
Low... _ 4,800) (2 (2d week) _ _____s—i| _ (2d week) ___ $10,500 cin tm eel: Sine tke tate 
~KEITH’S | Men of Guilty Ladies of the| |Woman aving patrons are put to work 
High. .$20,000 Chance Generation Jury Commands = pag dee nee with 
Low... 4,600 $20,000 $12,000 $16,000 $13,000 iy Sasa ‘ Ke 
(New High) shovels, or given a mop and 
Venae. told to get busy. Three hours 
— —— stiff work is sufficient to effect 
PHIL ADELPHIA a cure, exhibitors say. 
Jan. 2 Jan. 9 Jan. 16 Jan. 23 
MASTBAUM |Dishonorable | Manhattan | Peach o’ Reno (" | 
High. .$76,000 $60,000 Parade $45,000 vu 
Low... 27,500) Stage Show | ___ $45,000 Res I 

FOX Delicious Rainbow ~ Stepping 
High. .$41,000 $24,200 Trail Sisters 
Low... 15,000) (2d week) $15,000 $20,500 

, Stage Show | (New Low) | 

EARLE Guilty Secret Wise Girls 
High. .$27,000} Generation Witness $20,000 
Low... 17,000 $20,000 $23,000 

ee ee __Vaude _ - 

“STANLEY Sooky Jekyll and | Jekyll and 
High. .$37,000 $16,000 Hyde Hyde 
Low... 8,000 23,500 $16,000 ssdaeeie ie ot 
_(2d_week) _ Chicago, Feb. 15. 
rn ma Local film exchanges, hav.ns} 
DENVER washed their paws of any attempt 
7 Jan. 2 ~ Jan. 9 Jan. , 16 Jan. 23 to control the wild surge hes ob o 
AL A Cc toe oo? a ee ee oe F > j Y ) 00 
DENVER Ladies of the| Mata Hari | Tonight or | Lovers eng Smee the eo et om 
High. .$27,700| Big House $18,600 Never Courageous | houses, the exhibitor leat are ! . 
Low... 7,000 $15,000 $13,700 $14,500 selves are taking up the probl m. 
Stage Show - p= mee First evidence of serious considera- | 

PARA- _ Flying High Reckless Age | Two Kinds of Corsair tion of the matter was a get-to- 

MOUNT $10,900 $6,800 Women $6,100 gether carded for last Thursday 
High. .$22,000 $5,200 (11). This was necessarily can- 
Low. 3,800 —_ _. | celled when a number of the ex- 

TABOR Good Sport | Our Children Stepping Under 18 hibitor heads, such as Max Bala- 
High. .$14,000 $7,000 $7,500 Sisters $8,500 ban of B. & K., James Coston of| 
Low... 5,500 $7,000 Warners, Billy Elson for RKO, 

ALADDIN /|Dishonorable Big Shot ‘Dance Team Chan's Aaron Saperstein, local Allied pres- 
High. .$16,600 $6,500 $6,000 $7,500 Goenes ident: Emil Stern, Essaness he: 1d, 
Low... _ 1,650 a 8 _ | ana Jack Miller, MPTOA local chief, 

i. PORTLAND, ORE. were all out of town on that date. 
Meeting will likely take place some-| on the preferred 
J 16 J 23 time this week. 
‘ for E.. com 8 an ane Situation is getting more difficult | 

PARA- Rainbow _ False Ladies of the Courage “oe h in tha eebnee 

MOUNT... Trail Madonna Big House $7,000 each day, aa nen ei ee 
High. .$22,500 $10,000 $7,000 $6,500 qierit”™ “weeks “ot -pictare~ release 
ome art Stage Show howling that the pressure of the 
BROADWAY Delicious Jekyll and Dance Team Guardsman | lowered admission tariff at prior 
High. .$23,000 $12,500 Hyde $4,000 and release theatres is becoming intol- 
Low... 4,000 $8,500 (New Low) Tulane vs. erable. 

U. 2 Merely Hoping 
7 : : : a Most exhib leaders appear to be 

RKO Dishonorable Girl of Rio Men of Heaven on cynical as to any chance of ob- 
ORPHEUM $12,500 $6,500 Chance Earth 
High. $24,000!  Vaude ; $6,200 $6,900 taining concerted action among the 

. $24, i : indie neighborhood exhibitors. They 
A . ; ; are of the opinion that if the dis- 
MUSIC BOX! Monte Carlo | X Marks Spot Forbidden Union Depot / th ik eautiers mae 
High. .$20,000 $3,500 $3,900 $3,500 $4,000 tributors emselves 
Low @ 2,800 the theatres to live up to the ad- 
= =" —-— mission prices plainly stipulated in 

MINNEAPOLIS the picture contracts, there's little 

chance of a gabfest doing much 

Jan. 2 Jan. 9 Jan. 16 Jan. 23 good, They believe that the ex- 

MINNESOTA Jekyll and | Private Lives}; Mata Hari Hell Divers | hibs will switch back to normalcy 

High. .$45,200 Hyde $27,000 $24,600 $28,800 only when they’ve discovered froin 

Low... 16,000 $23,000 their own experience that price 
Stage Show . slashing is no remedy. 

RKO Dishonorable Girl of Rio Men of Forbidden Understood that the meeting will} 
ORPHEUM $14,000 $9,000 Chance $15,000 try to secure an agreement on the 
ies. a Vaude $20,008 plan started some time ago by the| 
ow... ’ _ a - > ates 
panna nnd - exchanges, setting release da 

STATE Ladies of the} Manhattan | Dance Team | Two Kinds of according to prices. Which would 
High. .$28,000} Big House —— $6,900 yy oo oe She anda in te Boek well 
Low... 3,000 $9,500 6,00 apt ypc. a : 

LYRIC | Good Sport Surrender West of Reckless Age, °f general re slense, pate egy a 
High 7,000 $3,000 $3,200 Broadway $3,600 ond, and lic in the third, while , 
e. ; sch ‘00 = ie __ $4,500 10c and 5c houses, which are caus- 

ow... 2 ing all the trouble, would be 
NAPOLIS squeezed far down the line where 
INDIA r 16 j D} they would have no chance of in- 
Jan. 2 Jan. 9 an. an. juring the rest of the industry. 
LYRIC Under 18 |X Marks Spot Makers of Shan's pina 
. anc 
aude a $12,000 $9,000 | Heari Kans 
“PALACE xu Corsair ~“_— Tonight or Appea caring on nals. 
i orsair - ° ° 
oe | oe” $6,500 $9,500 a Blue Laws in Wichita 
: - 9 000 
ja 2 mes a es a mene | Denver, Feb. 15. 
INDIANA |Woman from | Peach o Reno "co." bee: } oe Hearing on the appeal of the Kan- 
Monte Carlo tsi __ a sas blue law decision will be held at 
; $16,000 Wichita when the U. 8S. Circuit 
— Stage Show__ ——_ == - convenes there in April. Appeal was 
PITTSBURGH filed in the Denver district of the} 
—— court and the date will probably be 
Jan. 2 Jan. 9 __Jan. 16 _ ___ Jan. 23 set later this month. 

DAVIS Her Majesty False House ~ Deceiver Fox West Coast and Fox Kansas 
High. .$10,000 Love Madonna Divided $2,900 Theatres Co., are fighting the case 
Low.. 2,000 | $4. 000 $3 3 300 $3 300 a ee | Decision in the Kansas ledera 

“FULTON Delicious | Delicious Cheat West of (| Court enjoined officials from inter- 
High. .$12, im $9,000 $7,700 $6,900 Broadway | fering with the operation of theatre 
Low. 1,900, (3d week) _ a _ $6, a on Sunday. 

HARRIS. -_ Heaven on ; Consolation Bad Company ~ Makers of | — —- 

High. .$11,000) Earth Marriage $4,650 Pg + . 

Low... 1,200) $5,300 $4,500 Back to Publix 
Vaude cnimuiemamensbiant —— | ; 

Se ooliarrers nama ._—|:~—scKtell:~ Divers Tonight or | J. L. McCurdy, formerly wit! 

PENN | Mata Hari pte y 6 00 Never | Publix in New England as district 
High. .$41,000! $36, 000 $37,000 $36, | 
Low... 13,700, Stace Show, — oe | $21.000 | manager, is returning to that cir 

“STANLEY = x 18 Ladies of Big) Dance Team | Union Depot | fojiowing a brief stay with Skouras 
High. .$48,000 $34,000 House 22 VUU i $ ‘ |in New York. | 
Low... 11,000' Stage Show $29,000 0 aes McCurdy had charge of the Au- 

















(Continued on page 89) 




















jdubon, New York, for Skouras. 


| Stock Market 








(Continued from page 7) The reversal of trend came ay in 
, > save RKO’s new stock from 
also, most ot the urgent and fright- ry edhe td es. A good play 
jened covering had been socom came into that issue on stories that 
| plished, and the advance slowed | cianey Kent might hook up with the 
dow n. From this on the market is company in a high executive ca- 
zolng to need spons sorship. pacity. ' Story the Street heard was 
Political Angle that Kent wanted to gamble with 
Of course the Republican party; RKO by taking calls on its deben- 
would like to see conditions im tures as part of his remuneration, 
prove right through National Con \bout mid-week the _ story got 
vention time and during the pre 1round that the deal was cold, on a 
dential campaign, and the political] division between Kent and RKO 
machine is likely to receive all aid| over terms 
ind comfort possible from Wall} ‘To the theatre trades the willing- 
street. for the financial community} ness of Kent to take on a commit- 
wants a Republican in the W hite} ment in RKO securities looked bull- 
tLlouse Market comment avoids! ish—more bullish than anything 
the word inflation, choosing rathe that has happened since the debe n- 
to call it an ‘arrest of deflation,’ | ture is le, and when that proposi- 
whatever that means, with one of|t#on Was reported off there was 
its chief purposes the discourage- | !!auidation. 
meut of hoarding gold. But the op-|. Fox was extremely sluggish, turn- 
position party makes no bones about| ‘"& Over in small volume and ad- 


fixed | 
next 


| calling it the Administration's 
purpose to save its fate in the 
election. 

| Whether the program can be car- 

| ried through to November remains 


to be seen, but at the moment it 
| looks fairly likely that it can be 
carried along through February to 





make a moveme nt corresponding to 


| last year’s February rise, except} 
| that this year the movement is a 

week later. oa 

Saturday’s close found most im- | - 


| portant stocks at or near the le vel | 
at which they met opposition in| 
This week will prove 
the market's ability 
j} into new territory. 
| of the sponsors’ 


mid-January. 
to push through | 

The acid test} 
capacity to carry 
on ought to show in basic commod- 
ity prices such as cotton and grains, 
and the movement of foreign cur- 
rencies, notably the france in rela- 
tion to the American dollar. 

With the whole market boiling at 
| the wee k end, the amusements made 
| ' a rather discouraging showing. 
Loew's was run up more than 4 

gainst a short interest, but 

in other directions the performance 

was not very hopeful. Several 

things contributed to the backward- 

ness of the group. The poor profit 

report of Loew's for the final quar- 

ter of 1931 had a hold-over depress- 

| ing effect, and Paramount did not 
| help much when its directors de- 
| ferred action on the stock dividend 
| of 24%°% due at this time. Action 
|of the board was not announced 
directly, but came out through} 

| Street connections. When the War- 








points ¢ 


' 





| 


stock, it was 
dividend was def- 
but situation appears to 
be otherwise in the case of Para- 
mount... At least the company’s 
downtown spokesman wants to 
make it seem so. Story is that the 
Par annual statement for last year 
will be made public in a few days, 
and it may be that study of that 
document may inspire the directors 
to declare the stock payment, which 
they could do in time for the reg- 
ular payment date in March, 

Par Pool Tactics 

Par had drifted down to 7 before 
the flurry started and closed Satur- 
day at better than 9 under opera- 
tions of its clique. Question now is 
whether the pool will resume its 
campaign started during January or 
will take advantage of the present 
brass banding to slip out from un- 
der. 


sumed that the 
initely off, 


Much will depend upon what is 
to be done about the March divi- 
dend. Pool had shown evidence of 
feinting to draw in a new short in- 
terest and probably found it easy to 
make the nervous bears bid for 
| stock regardless of the company’s 
| prospects, entirely on technical con- 
| siderations. 











ner board recently postponed a vote) prisk 





vancing only nominally. After what 
that company has been through, it 
does not seem likely that new com- 
Dlications could affect it much, but 
the new wrangle in General Theatres 


may have had some influence. A 
second bondholders’ committee was 
formed last week and opened its 
campaign by challenging the right 
of General Theatres to pledge its 
stock control interest in Fox Flm, 

K ox Theatres and other concerns as 
urily for bank loans. Independ- 

ont committee also announces its 
purpose to oppose any plan of re- 
organization in which Gen. Theatres 
} contemplates the liquidation of in- 
} terest in the Fox or other corpora- 
| tions to retire bank loans. 3ond- 
holders maintain that interest on 
the liens depends upon Fox divi- 


dends, and if the Fox interest is dis- 
posed of the prospects of the deben- 
ture holders are jeopardized, 


Eastman Passes Extra 


Dividend action of 
Kodak cast another 
film group, Company voted to pay 
the regular quarterly of $1.25, but 
passed the usual 75-cent quarterly 
extra on the common. The stock 
was hit hard in the selling that 
preceded the late boom, going to a 
new low of 68% and recovering only 
to 77, unchanged from the week be- 
fore. There was supposed to be a 
heavy short interest in Kodak, but 
covering seemed to be leisurely and 
the opposite of panicky with a mod- 
erate supply available for covering 
purposes at mincr premiums. 


Eastman 
shadow on the 


The Pathe A stock came in for a 
upswing, almost doubling in 
as-! price from 2% to 4% on the rela- 


tively heavy turnover of 
shares. This operation 
except that the ‘A’ stock is a senior 
issue and would come in for prompt__ 
reflection of any Improvement in 
the company position, Pathe bonds 
likewise moved up sharply, al- 
though on small turnover. 

Warner Bros. was fairly active, 
total for the week being 15,000 
shares with the trifling advance of 
%, while the bonds recovered three 
full points. Ability of the bond list 
to show gains was puzzling in the 
face of inflation talk, since bene- 
fits from expanding currency would 
go to stocks and work against fixed 
income securities. On the whole, 
the amusement bonds did better 
than stocks. The older Paramounts 
were up 3%, and the RKO deben- 
tures gained 2%. 

In other markets Columbia did 
nothing on the Curb, while the Roxy 
‘A’ stock nose-dived in counter 
trading to a new bottom at 2% bid, 
at which price it would return 130% 
a year if the $3.50 dividend were 
continued. It almost goes without 
saving that payment of the dividend 
looks extremely unlikely. 


18,000 
is obscure, 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Feb. 13: 
| STOCK EXCHANGE 
| ——1961-82.m, Net che. 
Iligh, Low. Sales Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. for wk. 
9 | rere a eee eee se os - 1% bid 
15 3% S00 Comal, Wilh. o0cccsccecse oeseeee 4 3% ms. -%F% 
187% 7% 1,200 Consol. Film pfd. . 10% 9% 10% +1 
185% 6814 53. 000 Eastman Kodak TS), 68, 77 
3K% 2% 8,300 Fox, Class A..... 4 3% 4 + % 
54% 18% 239,200 Gen. Elec, 24). 17% 24 +5 
14% tA 5,600 Gen. Thea. y 
101! 10 1) Keith pref, o 25 25 +5 
B3Y, 2314 SEee SAE is ha oes dass ccvecass ccccce §=9O% OnM 30M +414 
os 6 900 Doe pret. (Oia) occcccce ccsecccce Ti 68 71% 4% 
7% 2 4,500 Madison Sq. Garden....ccecceces 8% 8 3% +S 
27 15 600 Met-G-M pref. (1.8%)...... cocese 2 19% 1% ~ 2 
75 3, ree Se Se eae ° e- 10 bid 
BOM 5% 60,400 Paramount ..... bevrentheknes és +) 7 9% 5% 
2% A 3,500 Pathe Exchange......ccccccecce ‘ % % % 
8%, 1% SV,00e PONG, Claes Bo. sscveccccccsese 2%q 4! 2 
27 5% SO SU. CR eis cc ticcesescoesen of 7 87% 1% 
7 2% 3800 RKO (new)..... ‘ 4% oo ‘ 
9% Vg 300 Shubert ........ &, &, 
O7 24 M) Universal pref. (4s 44 15! 5% -s_ 
2044 2% 14,500 Warner Bros o% Ma % 
261 8% cnneen oo) . errr ° . : g 
107% 19% 157,700 W estinghouse. (2.50) 2 23 
CURB 
oe 2\% 100 Columbia Pict v.t ‘ 1 47% 47 % 
&1% 1 5.800 De Forest Radio ] Ty 1 
i% 3, 1,400 Fox Theat iL eckeweleeene te ° 1%, A of 
iM a3 2,500 Gen. Thea. Eq. pf 14) 3 & ; 
M4 1% 1600 Tech: lor cine d ek 2 .0l ome ‘ 2p 1% 2% wy 
t 1% 1.400 Trans Lux 2 1% ~ “ 
BONDS 
| 1932——., 
1 7% 2 $12,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '4¢ ‘ ‘s 
A 43 iw ok th 6's "46 i 4 % 
‘ 75" 4,000) J vf "43 ’ 
7% 59 6.000 } he 7's 7 ~ 
“4 4 6.100 Par-Fam-! f 47 
| 40 37 (Mw) Par-Pul ) PPTL ITTV ee ’ i- ‘ 
aE 97 mo RKO G6 p pd -% 
2 h rt f e Ss 
+a) <5 os. OM) Warner bros & 4 © , 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Bid Asked 
24 o's eocceoe Roxy, Clase A (8.50). .cceservcee ee ae . 
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Jan. 2 Jan. 9 Jan. 16 Jan. 23 
LOEW’S Mata Hari Jekyll and Dance Team | No One Man 
STATE $19,000 fo pon $13,000 $10,000 k M ] . 
21,000 0 In 
(Segeeneee eres eee. #2 SAENGER [Private Lives| Tonight or | Hell Divers | Emma As Vy 
BALTIMORE $16,000 Never $17,000 $18,000 
$12,000 T bi 
‘it ORPHEUM |Dishonorable Men of Girl of Rio Heaven on 0 Ay trate 
Jan. 2 Jan. 9 |__ Jan. 16 | Jan. 23 $12,000 Chance $9,000 Earth a 
CENTURY Cheat Two Kinds of | Working No One Man , $11,000 a $9,000 
High. .$29,600 $27,500 Women Girls $17,500 STRAND Platinum Reckless Age! Passion Play | Age for Love eee 
Low... 9 (Conrad $20,500 $20,500 Blonde $2,200 $1,800 $2,100 
Nagel) | $2,700 (6 days) Rice ; a Chicago, Feb. 15. 
caanwnow TUDOR Rainbow ~ Tulane vs. | Hell Divers Labor situation through the mid- 
semualieaaiies : Saat niecpakse scales “Wapceaiae eeeelanetenenidalasie: © -accegeecatadaaaaeaeneaae Trail Trojan $2,600 dle west has again become panicky 
“STANLEY — ~ Tonight or Emma Ladies of the; Hell Divers $2,000 $3,600 | with confliction occurring period- 
eg ee A0D pan gond $25,000 °917,000 $26,500 ically between theatres and union 
ow thea : pe en |men. Mostly ¢ atter of small 
“VALENCIA Her Majesty,| Mata Hari Tonight or Emma KANSAS CITY freee beret Al Pre reac to 
High. .$11,000 Love 3,800 Never $4,100 $5 —_______—_—. -~| RKO. Warner “a 14 Publix which 
Low... 12 $2,900 $2,900 | Jan. 2 | Jan. 9 Jan. 16 Jan. 23. | a h nti — . th t ; 
——, : ee Fe - ; ot ee ; veg Seaman —jare heavi ntereste¢ e ter- 
KEITH’S Jekyll and Jekyll and Forbidden Taxi MAIN-_ |Peach o’ Reno | Dishonorable Girl of Rio Woman enna ieee oem upshoots are 
High . .$20,000 Hyde Hyde $9,000 $9,000 STREET | $18,500 $16,500 $16,500 Commands | piories wi! Ps s é 
Low... 4,000 $138,000 $7,500 High. $82. 000) Vaude $16,000 appening. ; 
(2d week) Low... 8,000) 722 ee: In recent weeks Tom Maloy has 
“PARKWAY | Corsair Mata Hari Tonight or Emma —~LOEw's Mata Hari Emma Hell Divers | Tonight or | PP onited ” by beth Snetions = 
High. . .$6,000 $4,100 $5,100 Never $5,600 MIDLAND $27,700 $17,700 $26,400 Never arbitrate squabbles. Maloy s sn 
Low.... 2,500 $4,000 High. .$35,000 $14,500 tervention has been strictly of his 
—— : Low... 7,800 ; own volition and not prompted by 
LOUISVILLE NEWMAN | Jekyll and | Ladies of Big| Dance Team | Two Kinds of | the IATSE. 
High. . $33,000 Hyde House $8,200 Women Exhibitors in the small towns 
a Jan. 2 jean. © Jan. 16 ~ Jan. 23 Low... 4,400 __ $13,600 $9,000 ied’ _|_ $8 000 ae A = bo .— pageeny on — 
LOEW'S Mata Hari Emma Tonight or Hell Divers LIBERTY Mad Genius ~ Rainbow Under 18 Chan's nag Sete vil eb tape = a 
: : aye ot $5,500 Trail $5,100 Chance and more as various labor arguments 
High. .$28,000 $15,000 $12,500 Never $13,700 ane . , ee “. 
Low. 7,900 $10,500 $5,600 Sunset Trail | come up Such neighboring ham- 
somes ae ——_ __- $4, 500 lets as Hammond, Gary and Ko- 
STRAND Delicious Jekyll and Manhattan Dance Team | ———————— ————————— ——— —— =—===!komo, all. within individual local 
High. . $12,500 $9,000 Hyde Parade $6,100 aad ; Pp ae 
Low... 3,700] (2d week) $7,200 $4,500 BUFFALO Se, tae ee cha ae ce 
BROWN Guilty Penrod and | Woman Union Depot any ER Ge? s =" ra 7 sg si Sots e che- 
High. .$14,200} Generation Sam and Between and $6,000 ae ae Ss ae 9 ' = Jan. 16 cee atte SB, | SHES disputes. More recently Ma- 
Low... 1,700 $3,100 Honor of Runaround BUFFALO |Ladies of Big| Mata Hari Tonight or High loy’s jurisprudence has been called 
(4 days) Family $2,700 oa . $42,000 House $29,000 Never Pressure upon in territory as far away as 
$1,700 Low... 13,800 $25,000 $20,600 $26,700 Davenport, 
ee, F __ | _(New Low) Stage Show = 2s = eee Maloy’s attitude and interest is 
RIALTO Ladies of Big | Maker of Men Stepping Taxi HIPPO- Secret Husband's Under 18 Peach o’ Reno/| purely that of peacemaker, the 
High. .$16,000 House $11,500 Sisters $9,300 DROME Service Holiday $18,000 $13,600 union head having no personal de- 
Low... 3,275 Bay +79 h) $8,800 Ligh. e100 $14,000 $13,200 sire to annex outside control. 
(New ig ow 6 Vaude y= es 
= Vaude “CENTURY /|Suicide Fleet| Over the Hill| Rainbow Corsair 
ALAMO > | Under 18 Reckless Age Sooky Two Kinds of | High. .$21,000 $9,400 $9,300 Trail $8,700 B. B. Oke, Shows Out 
High. .$11, pov $6,400 $3,000 $4,300 Women Low... 4,700 $8,200 
Low... 2, 450 7 Pte as Ss GREAT Private Frankenstein | Frankenstein Emma —— 
ae LAKES Lives $26,800 7,700 $24,500 Easton, Pa., Feb. 15. 
High. .$40,000 $18,600 (2d week) Sunday baseball is okay in Al- 
DETROIT low... 6,600 lentown, but not theatres or other 
Jan. 2 Jan. 9 Jan. 16 Jan. 23 LAFAYETTE Bad She Wolf X Marks Spot Honor of amusements, said Fred E. Lewis, 
MICHIGAN |Ladies of Big; Forbidden | Two Kinds of High. .$16,000; Company $6,600 $8,000 Family new mayor, when asked about it. 
High. .$53,100 House $24,300 Women Low... 5,500 $8,500 a Aneta __ $6,500 _—'| Directors of the ball team in East- 
Low... 20,000 $36,000 $24,700 — . ern League were worried over 
Stage Show_ a K N J Lewis’ attitude toward Sunday 
FOX Delicious Good Sport | Dance Team NEWAR ° ~ eames. 
High. .$50,000 $42,800 $18,000 $25,300 Jan. 2 Jan. 9 Jan. 16 Jan. 23 ‘Sports played on Sunday are 
Low... 18,000) Stage Show (Low) ; BRANFORD | Manhattan | Dishonorable Taxi | Union Depot | Wholesome recreation and do not 
FISHER (Reckless Age False Manhattan High. .$30,500 Parade $13,000 $18,000 $14,000 come under the ban placed on other 
High. .$29,000 20,800 Madonna Parade Low... 5,500 $14,500 enterprises,’ Lewis said, ‘The ordi- 
Low... 12,000; Stage Show $16,400 $15,000 Stage Show . nance regulating sabbath activities 
PAR- Jekyll and Emma STATE Flying High Corsair Private Lives| Cuban Love | or enterprises is primarily designed 
=a AMOUNT Hyde $18,000 High. .$32,000 $14,000 $14,000 $19,000 Song to keep theatres, saloons and other 
High. .$40,100 “$3,500 — si Low... 11,500 Vaude $22,000 +sueh -enterprises..closed an Sun- 
Low... 5,500 (3 days) 7 : RKO Frankenstein | Frankenstein Unexpected | Street Singer | day.’ 
UNITED Tonight or Mata Hari Mata Hari procter. $33, 000 $15,000 Father $15,000 
ARTISTS Never $31,200 $15,000 High. .$33,000| (New High) | (2d week) $20,000 . 
High. .$39,000 ott. (24 week) Low... 7,000! | Vaude Held for Farmers’ $15,000 
ow... 6,500 wee + 7. ; 
, = CAPITOL Guilty Big Shot Rainbow Possessed 
CINCINNATI Generation | and Trail eying In Penna. Theatre Deal 
and s Woman and antom Easton, Pa., Feb. 15 
Forgotten 4,500 Sooky $5,000 Har ah te iNlade 
Jan. 2 Jan. 9 Jan. 16 Jan. 23 ar $ $5,500 chia oF eit ae ae owned" 
ALBEE | Her Majesty | Husband's | Age for Love| Manhattan $6,000 Saas seams tives Eadeeee ot 
High. .$35,500 Love Holiday $27,500 Parade = , © 
Low... 17,000} $21,000 $19,500 $19,600 BOSTON seppoané pulpaan of wuseege inks 
Vaude a 
— : ; 7 ——_ tre at Stroudsburg, Pa., was found 
High’ “928,100 oa oe use re — h > yaa Jan. 2 Jan. 9 Jan. 16 Jan. 23 guilty on charge of embezzlement 
io 8 000 16 600 , $14,500 , METRO- Ladies of Big Under 18 | Two Kinds of High in the Warren county courts and 
—*__* $15, ——> 7 ; POLITAN House $40,700 Women Pressure was held in $10,000 bail 
CAPITOL Private Tonight or | Two Kinds of | Union Depot High. .$66,000 $30,700 $33,800 $39,900 oe e p - , ‘ 
High. .$22,000 Lives Never Women $9,500 Low... 19,500! Stace Show MB renga Mig nn rt 
Low... 6,500 $16,500 $9,000 $8,500 : - - who are brothers, gave him the 
— —! . ; LOEW'S Mata Hari Tonight or Hell Divers Emma money to invest in real estate and 
LYRIC Dishonorable | Mata Hari Mata Hari Emma STATE 27,100 Never $31,100 $26,100 that the transactions did 
High. . $23,900 $9,500 $15,500 $9,000 $20,000 High. anaes Vaude $14,100 ansactions not ma - 
Low... 5,000 (2d week) Low... 10,000 en successfully. He denied 
: 7 : the : re 
RKO Dishonorable | Girl of Rio Forbidden Woman Scakieah tor tek ieee ah tails 
SAN FRANCISCO KEITH’S $13,600 $8,500 $19,000 Quenett tees ae ee 
aan High. .$41,200 (New Low) $9,500 ne actually did make an investment 
a | Jan. 2 Jan. 9 Jan. 16 Jan. 23 Low... 8,500 i" on a real estate transaction, de- 
_ FOX False Reckless Age | Dance Team Lovers KEITH'S Heaven on Unexpected Secret Big Shot positing $500 on a deal, 
High. my Madonna $26,000 $35,000 te BOSTON Earth Father Witness $19,900 ; 
° 1 $31,000 29,5 High. .$23,000 $15,000 $17,400 $16,100 (Helen Kane 
Stage Show ten. Wael | anaes ee Exhib Kiduconed 
WARFIELD Safe in Hell | Good Sports “eee x "aoe Spot = = i hen. dal ge ——. 
igh. .$48,000 21,000 $18,000 isters 15,000 . C. Lindsey, ex at Lubbock, 
Low... 8 : $18,000 (6 davs) PROVIDENCE Tex., was kidnapped and robbed of 
atamaie Champ Champ Emma Emma Jan. 2 Jan. 9 Jan. 16 Jan. 23 $1,029 last week by a lone and un- 
OUNT $32,000 $16,000 $26,000 $13,500 . meneame : —— | masked bandit. Gunman got Lind- 
High. .$36,000 (24 week) (24 week) STATE Mata Hari enna “Hell Divers Tonight or sey at home, taking $29, then 
ow 6,200 High. .$28,000 $21,400 $21,000 $23,200 Never f 
sss ’ : Lew... 95 $9,500 forced him te drive his own car to 
GOLDEN Heaven on Men . Her Tip Off (Low) one of his stands and open the safe. 
Hi m 990,000 weer sit ane — PAR- Ladies of Big| Jekyll and | Two Kinds of | Reckless Age Exhib had te further accommo- 
Lom 9,800 Vaud 3 lays) AMOUNT House Hyde Women 7,300 date his escort with a lift five miles 
SOW . 3,00" _vaude —__t ___* Cavs High. .$18,000 $10,900 $13,000 $8,400 out of town and walk back, minus 
Low... 4,000 eee ein Ae M+, ee his buggy. 
MONTREAL RKO Dishonorable Girl of Rio Ladies of the Forbidden ————————————————— 
a ° ALBEE 5,700 $3,100 Jury $16,000 : : 
Jan. 2 jan. 9 Jan. 16 —_Jan. 23 | 14:4h $20,000 $5 Rye A ett Slott Back in Chi 
PALACE Jekyll and Delicious Private Lives Emma Low 3,000 "hi 5 
High. .$32,000; Hyde $12,500 $13,000 $14,090 iad 1 ——y inaigpinag Prdhgoeste-e 
Low... 7,000 y — ‘i ey MAJESTIC Around .Good Sport. | Dance Team | Union Depot Max Slott returns to his original 
——--__ $13,000 High. .$15,000| World and and and and district supervision of Warner thea- 
CAPITOL | Flying High Cheat Manhattan His Woman ‘Low... 6,500\Age for Love Stepping Pleasure U.S.C.-Tulane | . ; ; oe 
High. .$30,000 and and Parade and $8,500 | Sisters $16,000 $9,500 tres here after several months with 
Low... 5,500| Heartbreak Sooky and Her Majesty, | 1 _ $8,500 the Wisconsin division. Latter ter- 
$12,000 $10,500 Surrender Love eee ———_—____---—-—-—————— | ritory is being taken over by Jack 
ie $10,000 $10,000 Keegan, former assistant to Bernard 
Mieke aioe Wallingford Singapore West of Suicide Fleet SEATTLE Depkin. 
hone vier [2 925,008 P1600 } — | Jan. 2 ; dan 9 | Jan. 16 | Jan. 23. ae oe over <rOmn ier 
ae A ee mnt dd ees | eee ia bank a —. - | dusky, where he a district 
“ PRINCESS» Tonight or | Tonight or | Peacho’ Reno | Arrowsmith | FIFTH AVE. Mata Hari Emma oe a. a Pci manager for Warner 
igh. .$25,000 Never Never 7,500 $13,000 High. 626,000) $25,000 $20,50 $10,106 or at 
Low... 4,500 $12,000 $6,000 Low. 7,800) Stage Show ) oo __ $10,100 
pea AL ‘ (24 week) “ORPHEUM | Dishonorable Men of Girl of Rio | Heaven on NETTER EXPECTED BACK 
IMPERIAL | 50 Fathoms Marius | Homicide — Working High. $52,000 $10,7 700 —— $7,700 Earth | Leon Netter, head of film buying 
High - $6,000) and $2,800 Squad Girls Low. ry roe | (New te J | —— inder Sam Dembow at Publis, is 
Low. 2,000| Transgres- and and eee pe... A) a —— xnected back this week after a 
| sion Friends and | Fighting | ‘MUSIC BOX ~~ Claudet }  Claudet Beloved | Forbidden e attack of kidney tro weeny 
$2,000 | Lovers Sheriff | High. .$17,000| $7,100 $3,500 | Bachelor | $4,6 Nate 1a been at home for seve 
= | (Low) | $2,500 __ $2.000 | Low. 2,500! (2d week) _! $.000 | eeai 9 z Beant W 
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CASH IN NOW... 


@ Every newspaper in the country is now 
giving big space to Rogers’ return to the 


U.S.A.—his views, etc. 
®@ More than 600 big dailies—with circu- 


lations in many millions —run Rogers’ 
signed articles. 


® The success of all former Rogers films 


has made fans anxious for this one. 


PRINTS NOW AVAILABLE AT 
YOUR LOCAL FOX EXCHANGE 








America’s Humorist in 


with ; 
U xen Benner, Spencer Tracy, an Bally Eilers, 


a n d Na Merkel]. Release d Feb, a 


‘ March 20. Released g a 
PLEASURE |»... | 


SABALLERO PARIs 








The exploitation natural 







with 
Jetta Goudal Boris Karloff 
Joel McCrea Dorothy Peterson 
from 
BOOTH TARKINGTON’S 


novel, “‘The Plutocrat.” Based on the stage comedy by 
Arthur Goodrich. Directed by DAVID BUTLER. 











ORRow = “"*"s FARRELL 


Ni ’ Minna Rebecca 
e Wm. Collier, %. been brook Far nny: 
FOX PICTURE Released pr, 24 


FOX PLAY DATES ARE PAY DATES 
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' NG AD “ag | MOVE FOUNDERS | A ) 
en PAIGNS ON FILMS | 7% BS Moment | a eserige nan ex Advocate Flexible Policy for Exhibs, 


| 

| 

| 

| j 

Hollywood, Feb, 15. | | 
i 


: | : ws * > 
Subtie han decided Indie producers are shop- is 9 ce ae 
Paramount vor 2 ie aire ping from easy chairs for : Raped ss | ar a S$ or X én e a In ime 
| Non-union independents broke off 


assistan advertising cam- ae? ‘ ; 
upon assist t i petitions for business on the 














— 
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paigns (supplementary) as well as| |negotiations with the operators’ | 








































































































| 
| « . ‘oOo « . > | Oo es 
somes ne par owpapang atearst ee in | ean coma ar aioe ae Fa ee cone “7 “ | pa 
selected key points on special pre- | : os Chi Deiat auebee i Situation 3s as it was before henry ‘s for i 
rane ee —e e ri poeb ours | Bragarnick, voluntary mediator Paper Cloudburst ‘. ~mcts site ee en tr: peers: 

Cost of assistant campaigns, it ds } The Sines j vis — hgh ste pped to the front in a peace- nee age epic eal od Sb. ; es 
presumed, will be tacked to the keeps the rival lots dine ih, |} making attempt. Pir Kets are agal Loew's nd RKO have come -onsidered ahave average di om a 
Paramqnnt atoxaiele maa seceR tC ding until he obtains the most see a . ee ' u che ar power, is the first official sales ote 
figures covering daily newspape uzreeable offer ; 7 é ie ( ! ndow, cards ounded ry George J Schaetfe 
; and fan magasrn ‘ Rplonation of me nd bierens stereo ‘ ; aa =i nd fi New Par’s new general sales manage) 

, product. Broken Lullaby = some res portage gee 7 BI ear York A broadside has gone to all Par. 
‘Shanghai Express’ were recently | ’ 4 |nick, they were tol lat the the Mino tle has been cost xchanges rging ve  playins 
set aside for assistant campaigns in | O Donnell $s Tour atre managers had decided not to | ng both circuits thousands of nro tl . hele oa a : Aas 2s: 
98 1). S. and 16 Canadian keys. Ad- | R. J. O’Donnell, traveling division negotiate further According to a passes Loew circuit has been : “i tt “he a ee 
2 . eters nF ; . out that it outstanding produet 
vertising covers two ads of 1,000)/a] director for Publix, left Thursday Rakes issued by Elmer Huhnke ising about 26,000 passes a isn’t booked for absolute maximum 
lines each for one insertion in | night (11) for another tour of his Th what Raggi en week on about 11,000 three number of days, the exhibitor will 
dailies in those cities. lesen ee he A heatre Own, the indies have sheets RKO does not use so be further harassed by film short- 

Since then, with the distribution | xas Bee Sout uhaatgg rine territory. | thei own operators union many, but utilizes more win- age from all companies. Schaefer 
f department having conferred with | mended for New Orleans first | ee es dow cards, which also calls for believes this condition will become 
Publix executives, two other pic- and will branch out from there. LEV . j plentiful of free paper. grave this spring unless either dis- ; 
tures have been chosen for assist- Ed Olmstead, h. = ad CrUlsing | EVINE'S 8 RIN-TIN-TINS Circuits have agreed to buy | tributors or accounts or °* both, j 

ant ad campaigns, ‘One Hour With cantact man for O Donnell, joins em | Hollywood, Feb. 15. | and pay for billboard space | make every attempt to stretch ' 
You’ and ‘Miracle Man.’ | Saturday €20) in Dallas, and from | Nate Levine, of Mascot pictures, | and do away with the window prow Pbw egy . 
Three strategic points suggested | “ere they travel together. Pair | has contracted for eight Rin-Tin- ecard sniping and neizhborhood | While the exhibitors advance the i 
for pre-releasing of 12 outstanding | VOP’ pag were ee ee — ee . ee a a ee | argument that undue holdover of : 
pictures on the year will be New| ree WeeKS. | first will be started in avout six het | pictures puts them in the red, it : 
York, Chicago and Los Angeles. | ‘clare For indie release lis believed in distribution circles 
One week later pictures will go into | y 6 ’ 7 }as well as by some theatre men 
all exchange centers, with that date | THALIANS’ ‘KID P | ° PUBLIX EASTMAN LEASE | that conditions have so frightened 
tT. ke bamalbebads @untbens bathake | Hollywood, Feb. 15. | Old Film on New War |the average exhib that he is not 
aia: | The Thalians, club of players | Hollywood, Feb. 15. WILL CANCEL MARCH ] | omy cutting down on playing time 
j , financing a clubhouse by turning | Peciture of Chinese battle activi- for poor pictures but losing in the 
CROMWELL ON LANCER | out co-op comedies, started their | ties, made up of film exposed during | long run by not increasing on the 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. }fourth this week, ‘Hollywood Kid,’| the last civil war there, is being of Rochester, N. Y.. Feb. 15 zood ones. 
John Cromwell has been assigned | at the Bryan Foy studio. | fered here for distribution by T. A. | Publix le ae ii ee Some of the distributors are 
by Paramount as associate director | Players so far contributing their| Perrin, who brought the 2,200 feet | MONE FOGRe Of {he mentee the: valiantly trying to teach their ac- 
with Ernest Schodesack on ‘The|services are John pie Murray, | from China, and M. Blache, of the | atre is to be cancelled March 1.| counts to hold to a flexible policy 
Lives of A Bengal Lancer.’ Ex-| Florence Lake, Natalie Moorehead, } Blache Lab in San Francisco. | Terms not given out, but under-| on changes. 
teriors have already been made by Edna Murphy, Earle Foxe, Franklyn | Possibility of a deal to roadshow | stood Publix pays substantial sum Pranch managers and salesmen 
Schodesack in India. Pangborn, Lionel Belmore, and/the film throughout various China | wrislete enables ies diaiaiiies f Roel from the Paramount exchanges in 
Cromwell will collaborate in the} Douglas Scott and Bonita Granville |town sections of cities over here,| gcter to. operate tase” vi Washington, Philadelphia, Buffalo 
production of the interior sequences. | (children). | with Si Masters handling. musichall in connection with the ind Albany, were called to the Par 
) Lastman school of music. eae: Sener - ae Wee SS eee 
-ublix was paving over $200,000 ae ae > 
; a year for the Eastman on a 10- ’ ; 
} year lease and had not operated it Gary s Pineapple 
|} as a film house for past 10 months Chicago, Feb. 15 
; Sum of $75,000, sed for exploita- Black powder bomb, exploding in 
| tion when operating the house six | (he rear of the Gary theatre, Gary, 
Ve | months for the university, proved | Ind., failed to damage the house 
CH Gi NS | bone of contention in the settle- | but rocked some 800 patrons. 
ment and delayed cancellation of Gary, indie house operated by 
lease, George Eastman, who put William Wolfe, has been going 
up this amount, claimed it was| along on a cooperative profit shar- 
wasted by Publix and demanded its| ing basis with ushers, operators 
oe e ° z return in connection with the lease | and stage hands. None are union 
A Music Novelty of Historic Importance | Sinsation mn 
The Eastman was given to the —_—_—— — 
r university by Eastman to operate , 
FEB2? ¥ ( te ~ N FEB 2? as a film palace with a 60 piece Takiff Stays 
° symphony orchestra. Publix will Harry Takiff remains with Radio, : + 
ew _ = continue to operate the Regent andjreturning to his former post as i 
Century here. private secretary to..Joe Schnitzer... Jn A 
| METRO’S ‘FOOTLIGHTS’ : 
| e e » . | Metro has purchased the _ film : 
Artistic Animation ——— | rights to ‘Footlights,’ C. B. Kelland Ei 
. B + = | story, running serially in a national ef 
— Beautiful Music  magaati 

| | Central character is a_ college . 

? | d Fil A a SOF | Prof who goes Broadway, REG.U.S. PAT. OFF. 

, Sound-on-Film — Approximately 90 Feet = | | 
" . . SEARCH FOR GABLE FILM , 
decide on a story to raise Clark . ; 

[ , rat A cy y Gable to permanent stardom. Professional and Amateur e 

Indications are it will either be CINEMATOGRAPHER re 





7 ES . Le 4 sat iy -j ’ al 

Now Aviilable For Any Theatre Because Of ‘The Marines Have Landed’ or ‘The || 35 West 45th St. 
| | Its Exceptionally Low Price ~~ ~ Only see 3 |e 
| ELLE SELES ETERS A CEES 


| 399 | 
! (Produced and Distributed by 


SQN SCREEN py, |" TORRENCE 
ane 2 


BICENTENNIAL NOVELTY 











































































Dancers Smart 
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NOW PARAMOUNT, New York 


(WEEK FEBRUARY 12) 























| OSCAR BAUM 


CONDUCTOR 


GRAUMAN’S CHINESE THEATRE ORCHESTRA HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
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Warner Theatre at $2 — Twice Daily i 


only 





150 BOOKINGS 1: = 
2 WEEKS-rorA TIME i 
EXTENDED RUNS * 
PREFERRED DATES - 


WETer oercssssccisscecneneee New York Me 
Western........................Los Angeles she 
Paramount... bea! Detroit 2,5) 
Boyd .eoecoenvnnernnn Philadelphia . 
Metropolitan................ Washington = 
Warner...................$an Francisco pie 
Dawe Bon. cs. ccseescssecsssnessesenscnees: Seattle tha 
Blue Mouse .........:..:0.00000.. Tacoma ma 
Music Box. ....:ccscccccsesssscsseece Portland — 
Pearce OU «oc sseseeresnssseteeneeeeee OHA 

Capitol... Sioux City 


Des Moines... os - Des Moines 
Broadway.............--. Charlotte 
Criterion.............-Oklahoma City | 
TTT ccssisiensinhineppeneaitpsieseacagiaiman 


















































|" 
Capitol Springfield 
Warn Oho... .ecnseesccrce nr Worcester A 
Great Lakes. Buffalo 
Stren dn ccicceeeerrernmererssion SYPACUSO 
State iii ~-Ithaca 
Se Akron | 
Strand Hartford : 
er Easton 
Warner Pittsburgh 
Warner . Altoona | 
Floridc... Jacksonville | 
Tampa Tampa 
PLA .nereseriremernrenine Ste Petersburg 
Aladdin. Denver 
WENO .oeicssssissrtnresnsnesaene- Mom phis 

IN Warner Milwaukee 
Saenger... -oNew Orleans 























. Strand Shreveport 
Keeney. “ Elmira 
Branford Accom owark 
Stale yY.renesercirnnenen Jersey City 
Fabian Paterson 
Mo nttulkk ercccesesssesscrscrssrntseseesoeee ld ESOC 
Lake . Cleveland 
Stanley... Utica 


SHARC oo rececerevrmererssrn nnn SChOnectady 


EE Rome, N. Y. 
SET Binghamton 

Majestic ..-...c0..--»-Providence 

Apollo aes Indianapolis ) 
Strand ncvccnivennnuncennene LOUISville ' . 
Indian c...... Richmond . 
Palace cen Danbury 
Palace. S. Norwalk 


State Waterbury 


Only 10 Words are Worthy of it ..... Garden... Princeton, N. J. 


Capitol nccecnveeressnerineee ¥ OPK, Pax 


And here they: are [— Warner... Alantic City 















































“SPLENDID. N.Y, News) * “DISTINGUISHED. =Telegram ———. Tieden pee Lena oh 
‘ euvennscasavensnesccensnoanes rgani , 
“MASTERFUL.” —a. ¥. times “COMPELLING.” ~N. ¥. Journal oe 
7 4 ova ° 
“BEAUTIFt JI > ¥. Mirre : “BRIT I I A NT."’"—x. Y. Telegraph santas —— 
b ~ ATAMOUN .....-. ese 
“MARVELOUS.”=1. ¥. amestoon “TRIUMPH.” —stize. caste Paramount Miami 
a ».. a a ‘s Jefferson.......... “St. Augustine _ 
EXCELLENT.” --n. ¥. Graphic, © REMARKABLE.” - siya. Times Paramount... Colorado Spgs. 
_ aE Iowa City 
, | a Joplin 
Gillioz......2..= ~ Springfield, Mo, 
Grand... Topeka 
a MiaSI02....neenveninn een Diego 
Paramount... - Greenville 


SUPREME CONTRIBUTION TO THE penne Orpheum aad 


Paramount............ Salt Lake City 


WELFARE OF-THE.PICTURE: INDUSTRY And scores of others 
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— rrr — nen non nr ee or a ———$—————— 
Paper Peeved ae ban Cae eae PUBLIX AREA CHANGES | : 
Prov. ape that has been inclined to give the Decorated atre an hion 
e theatres a break in publicity. There 7 
} - eyed = : a r j : e 
Over Stage Marriage |is every possiviity that it will close "6 Ginn bene Men Meeting on Costs 
up as a result of the wedding in- After playing a film with a an arham idwest Div. 
— cident. big name at a stiff rental to a Publ he —— 
‘ . ~ ry? y . ‘ - : Sint ® cin ublix souther srati as ‘ 
Providence, Feb. 15. RKO’s New York exploitation flood of red ink, a New Eng- St ee eee oe S: eee ee rel 5 
7 } = the Mississippi is being swung into San Francisc o, Feb. 15. 
ipping sent fre anonvmous| bureau explained that an error by land exhibitor bounced the ° ‘ poe = 
A clipping sen ym anonymous} “a ; ae Se ae . the Saenger and Texas divisions on Representatives of 21 Californi 
| fi f tl N an employee working on the cam- cans back into the exchange | i] } pre 1 S of «- an ria 
— > eS ‘Ne — > . A , a ; ° ' Tit oOokKkInNgeEs, Ci to ‘ea s3p- | : : 
sources into the offices o ” eWS"| paign resulted in the Providence adorned with funeral crepe. | pe aol A ' re ; sa = ae | stage and projection locals met here 
Tei e’ has brought about a situ-j¢ Cc Acials ; swenaners + Leer VseeRG AS & result racy bar-| : Page ha 
_.pagelnagde iecnigceosnadiatngttai beerscingliar $508 gated dean soot |ham, who has been booking the At- | With theatre men last week in an 
ation which probably wi Ve an im- ) £ iInitorme¢ oO iS previous | . peers setbeatl taben Gear th oad | effort to lower picture house labor 
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ding ceremony that took place on Larry Rich. The latter explained : “abuse : . Gly a ‘ mae Pe Mort Singer. RKO’s labor inter- 
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‘ s as i : a a | ] . . , . . ego 
“sin revealing that the " ouple | Mer.-Operator Try Luck was endorsed by members, who als “IMPRESSIONS OF 1932”’ Vaudeville Review 6th Edition 
te i 2 i. TI cae T . planned action against all percent (Feb. 12), Paradise, New York (Feb. 12), Jersey City, New Jersey 
re ¢ "CE ry marr!i . 1e § »} [ + . . . —_———————_—_—___—_=_ 
were already marrie e stor At Unprofitable House | age contracts, and the entire mem- anaes 


which will be deplored by MeO ’ and giveaway nichts + peer 
thinking men and women.’ The] heatres has turned over the house | “0 oe pene 
bishop’s statement also appeared in 
the Providence ‘Visitor,’ the official 


so carried a statement from 
= los \neeles eb 1D vpership expressed itself favorablh BOB 
tsishop Hickey characterizing th: sUr Tle he. 
P Pert hy loca tha Torra P to Voumns aown © present wae 
marriage as a ‘commercial stunt Rather than cl the Torranc f ey , 
all theatre, Torrance, Pacific Coast | SCate OF union operators Premiun 
h 


Showing of double features drew 


to J. F. Higgins, manager, and 


wit 
| Harry V. Miller, projectionist. Pashia ; “The Original Fall Guy” DICK and DOROTHY 
Pair will try to make their sal ‘ Columbus, ‘was With EMMET OLDFIELD AL and RAY 


diocesan organ. 

Genaro and Bell, members of the} seventh consecutive term ons_ fons 
Larry Rich revue, which appenrea| ; cert oe F | SA ivi U Ei ty 
at the Albee last week, were mar- Clarke Promoted Following up its attack against | --— - 

; Pay ‘ a ‘Ss drsinane Nah. 156 2 Cady jaa eee 
ried here by the Rev. C. H. Ket Chicago, Feb. 15. | the Hays Organization in Colum- | In P JOHNNY HYMAN 
shaw, before a crowd of more than| John J. Clarke has been appoint-} js Allied headquarters is broad- | A rerson 

p > > , | "AG surial . ‘ en ya Picts » 7 , enh: ‘ . > Lyons & Lyons eps ~ * 
2,500 people. |ed midwest divisional manager for | casting a letter in which its presi- Lyor yor W ord Magician 

J. William Deubach, manager of | Talking Picture I[pics. He has| gent. W. A. Steffes, declares war | CHESTER HALE’S Dir.: Lyons and Lyons 
the RKO Albee, and Richard M, E. | been with the local exchange about } 


against all ‘oducer- erate a - " 
igain ill producer-operated thea | DAVE TANNEN 


Bill James, of 
elected president and will serve hi 


aries 


Farrell, Boston publicity man, who | six months, ltres. Steffes declares that one of | 
staged the stunt, denied to the daily | Previously, Clarke had been 1M | the main purposes of the Allied na- IMPRESSION GIRLS . Koo Koo Komik : 
that they knew the couple were/charge of the RKO-Pathe office | ti9nal convention in Detroit is to| |f Dir.: Meyer North—Thanks Miss GUiman 
married previously. The ‘News- | here, separate the theatre from the pro- | VICTOR DUNNE PLS le ee P 
- ,| ducer and make each an individual || Dir: Henry Wiese-Jenie Jacobs Agey. ||| Chester Hale’s Vaudeville Girls 








| function. 

| Producer quarters in New York 
| (Monday) regarded the letter as 
' straightaway ballyhoo for the con- 
| vention. 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“MAKE IT SNAPPY” 


(Feb. 6), Valencia. Jamaica ____ 


4 LOEW PRODUCTION 


“RHYTHMIC ILLUSIONS” 


_(Feb. 12) State, Cleveland ae 
i =< 
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THE <a 
HoLLYwoop || SEDLEY 


Miss ROSE MARIE & Mr. LOU MANN 





pepipnihniitinbammiainaih 


'L. A. Grind’s Price Cut 
| Halted by Exchanges 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 
Upon reopening of the Los An- 
geles theatre Jast Saturday on a 15- 
cent grind playing one feature, the 





BERINOFF and 
"OC HARLOT 


International Dancing Siars 


| Palace, across the street, operated 
bye" Principal 1NWeatres” as"a aouble™ 
bill house getting 25 cents, an- 


assisted by 
nounced it would cut its admission 
to 15 cents for the twin bills. 


AS ¢ HELEN CARLTON ational Dancing 
oxchanges called Principal's at- 
tention 10 1 “et te pi sic poe and H E C T 0 R 


the house, which redressed its lobby AND PALS 


with 15-cent signs, had to make an MARCELLE WILLIAMS ft The! dirdele Oct” 


overnight switch back to the two bit 


scale j 3 DODGE BROS. 





irection: MATT KELLY 
ibis Direction Six Cylinder Speed 








Advertising Almanac 





= A LOEW PRODUCTION A LOEW PRODUCTION e 
sae Shek tee Ge “FROLICS OF 1932” “STEPPING HIGH” 
rid = cast managers ad (Feb. '2), Century, Baitimore (Feb. 13), Ohio, Columbus 





manual, compiled by Troy Orr in —————— 
the home office, will be a weekly 


affair, suggesting campaigns and 

mats and reproducing some of the STEVE and 

latter. Manual is letter size and 

is not a house organ, sticking JOHNNY PALACE » 
} 


This chair invites petrans to relax, Heavy strictly to advts. “Quiet Please” 
a * upholstered back is covered with coral All theatre press books are turn- Dir.: John 


rs lyvde—Wm. Morris Agency, Inc Dir.: Bernard Burke: Jack Curtis Office 
mabeir plush af brilliant modernistic de- ed in to Orr under Robert Collier —_—_—_— = 
bs SIRI, Seat ts full Sprig of mAhlvest Cate and deemed exceptional campaigns | FLO MAYO 
/ fork edge pe. Aisle lights are biddeu, will be reproduced in the manual. ASQUALI ROS. | 
O t Lei ns 





WM. and JOE 
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Book is a combination of mimeo o Fe i “ . , Pag 
instructions and line cuts. JOYCE COLES Walking back from an Airplane Ride 
@A chair, beautiful in its simplicity, unique in its departure from ian at. ae “The Dencing Charmer” | MILES and KOVER 

















the ordinary. Achair, good enough tobec osenfrom among many .2 Franklins Sold one raenaiadie | “Adagio Exotique” 
| as the one meeting Mr. Carroll's pe I re ee ton Anasten- Seb, 16 | Cieaitete Cae” |] Dir.: Ned Dobson; Jerry Cargill Office 
‘iththe spiritand motif of Earl Carroll's T if cieatiatne Oiptenn 3 9 : vy < =a" 
| withthesp Iwo of the remaining Hughes NICHOLAS DAKS | LUCKY SEVEN TRIO 


pride, the New Earl Carroll Theatrein | Franklin houses have been sold and “Twists and Turns’ EVANS—WEAVER—SAUNDERS 
s wsdl urns “Dice Novelty” Conceived and 


New York. Specially made by the | oe ra itn i eae gf ee or a Copyrighted by Dick Saunders 
American Seating Company, 3000 of | &°'e% Purchased by George Browne 1 Chester Hale’s Frolic Girls 

















these chairs contribute greatly to mak- E oot me aise: | | waite Te ee ee ae 
ing oe tar eeee 1 pata aiige och md s) a se on ae A LOEW PRODUCTION A LOEW PRODUCTION 
houses. Deep and roomy, they are | slit WHIRLIGIOS" Cee Gay” 
as comfortable and sturdy as they are | PO age 2 gn PY, &,.. a 

\ beautiful, with qualities which make | THEFT ATTEMPTS FAIL = 

/ for better acoustics and sound recep- | 0 Driven, Bebe 5. 4 FLASH DEVILS BERT 


tion. To owners and managers who |. ** re aaneee Ahaha 
wish something outstanding in seating, When confronied-by hotdup Hairy IE” Get 5. £7 S Gike 
we offer the facilities of this organiza- Jenson, initor at the Ogden “8 Feet of Flash” “Th Pp : f P pm 
tionofseating specialists, whoforhalfa | slammed the door im the thug’s io veri e Prince of Pep 

. f na > > + mlice re ( + ¢ Man.. Chas. lates 
century have pioneered all the advance- | ‘ce @nd called the police. Band: r Yates 





{n innovation, indeed. A program 


I 
light in the back of every seat. 2 z escaped Amateurs tried to twist | : 
Simply push the button, Presto! ments now obtainable in theatre seat- beg p PARTE ad ARDEN 
{ small battery flashlight emits 7 ae ~ x 7: 


4 shaft of lisht 0 patrons cam ing. You are invited to 7 yourself in” Ste, tend a ee 
read programs during dark scene of this service without obligation. | TYPES. TINTS and TEMPOS | “An Athletic Touchdown” 
STAYS AND RAISED VIOLA and JERRY . 


American Seating Company se hor ssn en La VERNE MAUREEN RIO 























“ugel ‘ Warners, Leo Rosen's or- ( lassical Comedy Dancer “Personality Cirl” 
ASAIN Makers of Dependable Seating for Churches jers were countermanded and he apy Me Ne 
{¢ iO Schools, and Theatres emains, for the present, in charge — = DUGAN and HADLEY 
= ~~ . ° * of the loeal Strand here. ' Jramati aritone ‘A Cycle of Modernistic Impressions” 
2Ry-=/ General Offices: GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGA tn thee et Genceies. Week wells , “a Dir’ ten binaee” ” 
iae. Fe ‘ od a : ne oe 6 ; ————<——— - ands : 
c. St Branches in All Principal Cities $25 advance to the figure he was to Chester Hale’s Whirligigs ‘| Chester Hale’s “Get Gay” Girls 
| receive as city Manage! j } 
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SION TOA 


CAMPAIGN that 


ruined a theatre — 


Stop it before it stops you! 
& ‘‘He’s slipping!’? “The lobby used to be 


jammed!” “Is it new management?”’ “It’s 
bad management!’’ ‘‘We used to go regu- 
larly!” ‘‘What happened?” “His pro- 
grams are terrible now:” “The house even 
looks seedy!’’ ‘Poor pictures kill a theatre 
quick!’’ ‘‘We go across the. street now!” 
‘‘So do we!”’ “‘So. does everybody it seems!”’ 
‘‘We like the shows there better!” ‘“‘The 
theatre is more cheerful!” ‘Good pictures 
made it successful!’’ ‘“Too bad’ about the 
other theatre!” ‘‘That’s his worry!” 


STOP THE TALK 


before it tears brick and 
mortar, piece by piece 
from your house! 


bg —and there is only 
AP Ge one way to stop it! 















ACT NOW, in company’ with the leading showmen of 
America to give your patrons the BEST entertainment that 
you can put on your screen! He who hesitates is lost! 


IN THE BLACK, 
IN THE RED, 
black, red, red, 
black, red, red, red— 


_ 


WHAT'S THE USE? 


One week you get a good picture—And then A LOT OF 
PALOOKAHS! You work hard— You worry— Your wife 
worries— What’s the use? 


THERE IS ONE COMPANY (and only one company) 


that is bringing security and happiness to exhibitors today! 





THERE IS ONE COMPANY 


(and only one company) 


that is capable of giving you hits, week 
The Helt with Head- 
aches—Lije is too short! after week! 





CERTAINLY IT’S A CINCH tocome through with an occa- 
sional hit! BUT does that occasional hit solve your problem! THE 
FACTS prove that only Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer is geared in its Studio 
and its personnel and its Stars to guarantee you a continuous flow of 
great product. The accomplishments of Metro-Goldwyn Mayer have 
always been THE TALK OF THE INDUSTRY but this year AS 
NEVER BEFORE! And we will show you that we have barely started! 





The WHISPERING 





HOME SWEET HOME! 


BEFORE you book Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures! 


HOME SWEET HOME! 


AFTER you tell them 
you’ve got M-G-M! 


Don’t be an OSTRICH! The Bird that keeps 
his head in the sand and thinks he’s SAFE is 
only fooling himself! 









Naturally when they see this 
BIG pictures, you can't get 
vour house unless you give ’em this 


EDs, on allthe 


them into 





—and never, never was there a year when this 
. was stepping so high, wide and hand- 


**Let’s go! It’s 
some! an M-G-M show!” 





FOR INSTANCE! To name just a few: 


MARIE DRESSLER in EMMA ) 

Wallace BEERY, Clark GABLE, in HELL DIVERS 
GARBO-NOVARRO in MATA HARI 

SHEARER, MONTGOMERY in PRIVATE LIVES 
Wallace BEERY, Jackie COOPER in THE CHAMP 
Joan CRAWFORD in POSSESSED 


. ce e r AP ; cae. You don’t hear about shake- 
re eT ee pe and upheavals at the 
-G-M studios! 


All honor to the brains, loyalty 
and conscientiousness of the 
M-G-M Studio Showmen. 


IT TAKES A SMOOTH-RUNNING 


OUTFIT TO CREATE THE BIG, NEW 
PRODUCTION IDEAS! 


FOR INSTANCE! To name just afew coming: 


FREAKS—A_land-mark in screen daring! 

ARSENE LUPIN—John and Lionel Barrymore together! 
TARZAN, THE APE MAN—Another “Trader Horn”! 
POLLY of the CIRCUS—Marion Davies and Gable together! 
PROSPERITY—Dressler-Moran are in again! 

LIMPY—Jackie Cooper at the top of his fame! 

STRANGE INTERLUDE—A Norma Shearer Triumph! 
LETTY LYNTON—Joan Crawford does it again! 

—and of course, GRAND HOTEL with Garbo, Beery, Craw- 
ford, John and Lionel Barrymore, Lewis Stone, 


PARDON ME if | seem 
to PAT MYSELF on the 
y back!” 


: S Pride that's justified! Pride in the product he has 
delivered ! Pride in every member of his loyal 
organization! Pride in the knowledge that he 
goes On to greater heights! Pride in the faith of 
7 the public which he serves! Pride in his associa- 
Sap tion with the leading exhibitors of America! And 
they are proud of him! 
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ADVERTISEMENT 





KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 





Chinese Yank 


Coast kiddies oughta lay off Jue 
Fong, tenor of F. & M.’s “Cherry 
Blossoms” Idea, with that gag: 
“China is calling her reservists to 


the colors.” Mebbe China is, but 


where the joke pain Fong is that 
he was’ born in Portland, Ore, 
Studied medicine at | niversity of 
Oregon, oft which he is Braduate, 


Then studied voice under the fa- 
mous Theodore Schroeder in Bos- 
ton. Never in China in his life, this 
Yank! 


Personal Appearance 


Florabel Muir, tamous Liollywood 
news writer, credits F. & M. with 
bringing people to ‘the picture 
houses, but credits another firm 
with “starting the personal appear- 
ance vogue a year and a half ago.” 
FEF. & M. did it with Al Jolson four 
years ago, according to the records 
and other agencies followed suit 
the one quoted by Miss Muir being 
the last to do so. 


Compson Happy 


Betty Compson’s I’. & M. Idea has 
started in blaze of glory and star 
seems very happy to be on boards 
again. Doc Howe on arrival, New 
York from Coast, reports Compson 
booking has inspired other talkie 
stars to seek F. & M. engagement. 
Manner in which Idea was produced 
around Miss Compson, fitting her 
like glove, has intrigued other Hol- 
lywood screen luminaries contem- 
plating ‘flesh’ return. 


Eunice’s Start 

3rooklyn Eagle Maguzine article 
on Eunice Healy tells of her Man- 
hat. success with Ziegfeld, Carroll 
and now Ed Wynn. Writer is Rian 
James, Eagle drama critic, who re- 
veals Eunice first appeared on stage 
for Jack Partington in San Fran- 
cisco, her birthplace, and then went 
into Fr. & M. Ideas for three sea- 
sons, getting complete stage train- 
ing. Partington now F. & M. stager 
in New York 


Mimics Anything 

Keith Wilbur, in “Once Upon a 
Time Idea,” is real international 
performer, doing his impersonations 
aH over -the world, and just getting 
in from England, where he played 
all last season. Wilbur's imitations 
are real hot stuff, such as auto zip- 
ping through flock of sheep, Aus- 
tralian laughing jackass, cats hav- 
ing argument, five musical instru- 
ments of a backwoods dance band. 
Born in New Zealand and still has 
the accent. 


Warner-F. & M. Quest 


Jerry Franks assisted Ben Bard at 
eliminations Warner Brothers-F. & 
M. Talent Quest conducted at Stan- 
ley, Jersey City. Marco and Jack 
Partington were surprise guests of 
Managing Director Larry Conley 
Monday night, the surprise being so 
apparent spotlight operator got his 
calcium on the wrong “visitors.” 
Conley blew notables to ride in 
Hudson Tunnel, to get them to his 
pretty opry house. 


Candy Kids 

“Modern Minstrels” girls at Fox 
did some stunning photos for Man- 
ager Rod Waegoner to illustrate 
candy-eating symposium by J. E. 
Surrick, distinguished Philadelphia 
Syndicate writer. Box of bonbons, 
not a prop, used in making the 
shots, did disappearance act imme- 
diately afterward. “Modern Min- 
Strels” cast observed chewing much 
candy right after the vent, per- 
mitting reader to drawn own con- 
Clusions. Surrick article goes to big 
Btring of American papers. 


Brendel’s Hit 


El Brendel, newest F. & M. per- 
sonal appearance star, first out- 
and-out talking comic act to appear 
at Roxy and registers biggest ap- 
Plause ever given individual artist 
there. Jack Haley, F. & M. “grad,” 
fo0ing into Palace for run. Two re- 
cent F. & M. boys, Harry and Frank 
Seamon, getting laughs in “Laugh 
Parade” every night with their 
comedy acrobatics. Help E. Wynn 
make this Broadwav show a gale of 
laughter. 


Skouras Doin’s 


George Skouras and Marco pre- 
sided over Skouras Brothers man- 
asers’ meeting at F. & M. New York 
office just before Marco left for 
oast with Spyros and Charley 
- ouras. Meeting dealt with hich 
“ASS acts now going into Skouras 
vau le houses. One ex in ple current 


Pill at Skouras Audubon, Merlin 
OW ls rr 


inager, where three sock 
ippeared in Suce ession: Cali- 
fary Brothers, York and King, Russ 
Columbo. A nd patrons thought they 
were at Palace downtown. 








GET 
ON 
THE 

MAP 


with Fanchon & Marco—longest and 
most solid route in vaude history. 


VANCOUVER 
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Indies Increasing Bills and Selling 


Vaude Over Films More Than Ever 


ies ieasniacenial + 


|G. & G.’S $3,500 GUARANTEE 


i 
} 


On the ground that pictures are 
not selling for them, including some 


that have established themselves as 


New York hits, independent exhibi- | 
combination policies are} 


tors with 
selling their 
than ever. 
trend among the 
to increase number of 
shows. 

Walter Reade, operating the 
Broadway, Kingston, N. Y., last 
week ordered vaude for that house 
increased from five to seven acts 
each half. Another indie, follow- 
ing suit, will be the Embassy, Port 
Chester, N. Y. House has been 
playing last halves only. On Mon- 
day (8) goes into a split, with num- 
ber of acts also jumped from five 
to seven, 

Reade in Kingston did the town’s 
business with the seven act shows, 
topping, from accounts, the Or- 
pheum and the Kingston with 
straight films. 

Indies who in the past few months 
have moved into the vaude column 
are beginning to give their stages 
more billing and plugging than their 
pictures. In the old days they sel- 
dom sought to actually sell the 
vaude show, usually concentrating 
most of their energy from the b. o. 
viewpoint on films. 

Only when an outstanding pic- 
ture comes along are the indie ex- 
hibs now giving it the big plug to 
the exclusion of the vaude end. Ac- 
cording to exhibs, this even goes 
in many situations where the op- 
position has supposedly stronger 
pictures and, as occurs frequently, 
on first run as against vaude house’s 
second run classification. 


vaudeville stronger 
Along with this new 
indies is a move 
acts on 








Two RKO Weeks on Percent for 
Cleveland Air Act 


and 
RKO 


percentage. So 


Another radio act, Gene 


Glenn, has been re-booked by 


on a guarantee and 
far three dates have been arranged 
for the Cleveland ether act, which 
will total 10 people These are 
Palace, Cleveland, Feb. 27, full 
week, and Akron and Youngstown, 
splits, March 5. 

Act booked through NBC will get 
a reported $3,500 guarantee. Per- 
centages are 50-50 in Cleveland 
over $81,000 and split in 
Akron and Youngstown over $15,000 
each, 


same 


The. booking carries provisions 


for broadcasting by Gene and 
Glenn during the Akron and | 


Youngstown engagements, with the 


theatre to pay wire charges of 
$1,250 for Akron and $1,500 for 
Youngstown. Act is to furnish its 


own indoor amplification system 
and carry its own engineer, 


F-M Is to Book 


Stages for Skouras; 
All Eastern Houses 


Fanchon & Marco will do all the 
stage booking in the east for 
Skouras houses as at present and, 
from all indications, indefinitely. 
This includes all spot booked vaude 





RKO Juniors Will 
Go to 4-Act Bills 
Starting Feb. 20 


RKO’'s 10 junior houses in the 
middle west, now playing five-act 
bills, will cut to four Feb. 20. Cir- 
cuit declares results with the five 
acters in the so-called Junior Or- 
pheums have shown that under the 
low budgets prevailing, more quali- 
ty and less quantity is that better 
policy. 

Towns affected will be Madison, 
Rockford, Des Moines, Cedar Rap- 
ids, Sioux City, Davenport, Ft. 
Wayne, South Bend, Springfield, M1, 
and Grand Rapids. All booked by 
Willie Berger. 

Budgets will not be lowered de- 
spite the act reduction. 


RKO TRAILER ORDERED 
IN AS REGULAR SHORT 


A 650-foot film, made in four 
hours on the stage of the RKO 
Madison theatre, New York, last 
week, at a cost of around $150 and 
intended as a trailer for the Olsen 
and Johnson vaudeville act, will be 
played as a regular short in all RKO 
theatres. 

After looking the picture over in 
the projection room, RKO operating 
department advised all theatres on 
the circuit to book it when needing 
a short as a filler. Order places 
the film in RKO's straight picture 
houses in addition to the vaudfilm- 
ers. In the latter it will build up 
Olsen and Johnson’s engagements in 
advance. 

Olsen and Johnson paid the cost 
of the trailer and charged it off to 
advertising. It was the second talk- 
ing trailer on a vaudeville act made 
last week, the first being a 250- 
footer of the Camel Period, radio 
commercial, 





Brendel in Loop 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
El Brendel is booked into the 
Oriental week of March 18. 
Screen comedian has been playing 
for Fox in the east. 





BROWN’S TRIP OFF 

Preparation. to bring Joe E. 
Brown east for three weeks of per- 
sonal appearances have been can- 
celled by Warner Bros. 

Comedian is forced to remain on 
the Coast for two more Warner 
films. 


and excepts only the Paramount, 
Newark, which is in the Publix- 
Skouras group and obtains its at- 
tractions through the William 
Morris office. 


Prior to Spyros and Charlie 
Skouras’ departure fora tour of the 
Fox-West Coast houses, Arthur 
Fisher was approached to handle 
the Skouras booking but nothing to 
date is definite on that end. 

With Spyros and Charlie Skouras, 
accompanied by E. L. Alperson, who 
will act in a general executive ca- 
pacity, now in the west contacting 
F-WC towns, the east is operating 
under George Skouras and Edward 
Peskay. Latter, moved over from 
Warner Bros., is also supervising 
film booking with several buyers 
under him. 

Don Jaycox, formerly in charge 
of film buying, will oversee opera- 
tion of the upstate Fox-Schine 
group for Skouras. Jaycox left 
Wednesday (10) for a tour of the 
houses in that division, 

Skouras circuit has its film book- 
er, Harry Zapf, for the Publix- 
Skouras string of 19 houses in New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania and Virginia, 
controlled 50% by Publix and with 
bookings clearing through that 
chain. 





CBS Books Jarret as 
Own B’klyn Opposish 


Art Jarret, CBS singer, is booked 
for four weeks with Fanchon & 
Marco in New York, opening Feb. 
19 at the Fox, Brooklyn. Jarret 
goes in for $750 per for the first 
four weeks and $1,000 for the sec- 
ond four weeks if the option is ex- 
ercised. 

Jarret, who arrived in New York 
from Chicago about three months 
ago, is under a CBS contract. 

While at the Fox, Brooklyn, Jar- 
ret will be in opposition to 
Crosby at the Brooklyn Paramounpt, 
Both are on CBS, 





Dance School Tragedy 


Feb. 15. 

With her mother dying in a near- 
by room, Erica Ransome, dancing 
teacher, staged a show with her 
pupils at a hairdresser’s convention 
here last week. 

Mrs. Nellie Brooks Ransom, 64, 
had been the accompanist at her 


Toledo, 


daughter’s lessons for the past 15 
years. She went to the convention 
and was suddenly stricken. Re- 
moved to another apartment she 


died during her daughter's program 
For professional reasons Miss Ran- 
some slightly changed the spelling 





of her name. 


Bing 





Opposish 


An RKO representative is 
nursing wounded feelings if 


not pride as a result of his 
forcible ejection from _ the 
Hollywood, New “York, by 


Warner men who caught him 
taking a squint at a rehearsal 
of the Lou Holtz show prior 
to its opening. Fisticuffs are 


said to have attended the 
bouncing. 
The RKO’ite slipped ia on 


one of the rehearsals and be- 
fore long, from the accounts, 
was spotted by Harry Char- 
nas, who recognized him as 
an RKO employee. Charnas 
immediately ordered him 
thrown out of the theatre, it 
is recounted. 

The Holtz show, with RKO 
watching what it will do, is 
the nearest threat of opposi- 
tion the Palace has faced in 
many years. 











Jordan’s Trial; on 
Extortion Charge, 
Due Feb.16, Boston 


3oston, Feb. 15. 
Trial of Nick Jordan, former actor, 
on three counts based on his at- 
tempted extortion of local RKO 
bookers, is set for Wednesday (17). 
His attorneys last week unsuccess- 
fully sought to have his bail cut to 
$15,000, with the result that Jordan, 
unable to raise the $25,000 bond, is 
awaiting hearing in jail. 
Doc Breed and Jack Connally of 
RKO’s Boston office and the detec- 
tive who made the arrest will be the 
witnesses against Jordan. It is ex- 
pected also that Wally Vernon, 
vaudevillian, may be called to tes- 
tify. 
In the charges against Jordan it 
is said Vernon was present in the 
office during one of Jordan’s alleged 
shakedown visits. After Vernon, 
who has a facial scar, left the office, 
Jordan is accused with having 
turned to.Connally and said: 
‘See the scar on that guy's face? 


Well, that’s what happens to 
squealers.’ 





Nat Sobel, agent, whose acts Jor- 
dan represented in the Boston RKO 
booking office, is still under indefi- 
nite suspension from the New York 
RKO booking floor, pending disposi- 
tion of the Boston case. 

Sobel continues to maintain com- 
plete innocence of Jordan’s opera- 
tions beyond the strictly business 
phase of the deal whereby he au- 
thorized Jordan to submit his list of 
acts to the Boston bookers,. 


Fox-West Coast Tests 
Names for Nabe Spots 





Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 
Experimenting with the drawing 
power of a personality in a neigh- 
borhood house, Fox-West Coast 
booked Alice Gentle into the Wil- 
shire for one week. If the opera 
singer goes over, F-WC will try 
other names in outlying houses. 

Whatever stage stuff is taken for 
neighborhood F-WC theatres will be 
spot booked. 


Partington—F. & M. 





Holding a contract with Fanchon 
& Marco, given him a month or 
more ago, Jack Partington yester- 
day (Monday) went on the F. & 
M. roll as a vice-president. He will 
be attached to the New York F. & 
M. production staff but will have 
an office in the Paramount build- 
ing. 

Partington will produce units, if 
called for, and render service on 
all F-M shows in the east. He will 
have no jurisdiction over vaudeville 
bookings, it is said. 

Partington has been a_ Publix 
stager for about five years. His 
last contract with Publix expired 
Feb, 1. In future, Publix units for 
New York and Brooklyn Para- 
mounts will be supervised by Boris 
Petroff. 

SANDVALL FOR NAGLER 
Spokane, Feb. 15. 

Merlin Nagler, m. e. and music 
director at the Fox, is to be re- 
placed by Thomas Sandvall, this 
week. Nagler replaced Jules Buf- 
fano last fall. 

Nagier is contracted te F. & M 





Tuesday, February 16, 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 





ul 





Although friends and showmen have urged Fally Markus to return to 
the independent vaudeville booking field, with vaude showing signs of 
recovering its pre-talker position, Markus states he will not go back into 
that branch of show business. He is not influenced in that decision 
altogether by other interests which he has developed since retiring as 
an indie booker two years ago. 

Instability of the independent many of whom are said to 
still hold heavy unpaid bills from Markus when he booked vaude, coupled 
with an aim for something more 
decision to refuse a comeback 

Last week Markus bought control of the 
Corp., in existence less than a month. 
employment agency 


operators, 


substantial, is at the bottom of his 
Photographic Reproduction 
He also has his Markus-Berman 
supplying help to theatres. 

On orders of the William Morris agency, New York, the elevator boy 
in the Mayfair theatre building cannot stop at the ninth floor. He has to 
take everyone to the tenth, where the Morris office, 
floors, has its reception desk sleuth. 

Coming down, elevator is permitted to stop at the 


occupying both 


ninth shelf. 

Sheridan Square’s return to straight pictures leaves Pittsburgh with- 
out a vaude site again. Harris and Enright likewise reverted to film 
policy at the same time, making the Penn and Stanley, downtown, the 
only two film houses with stage shows. 


Move puts a couple of dozen musicians and a flock of stagehands 
out of work. It’s a blow at the union, because musicians’ local ended 
a 15 weeks’ strike in December with understanding that more men would 
be put to work through Enright, Harris and Sheridan’s resumption of 


stage attractions 
Harry Rose kidded the wrong person when playing the Palace, Cleve- 


land, recently. A woman with a dialect and a 


conspicuous coat was 
walking down the aisle. Rose asked her if she couldn't find a seat. The 
customer bawled him out plenty, saying she wasn’t supposed to amuse 


him but just the reverse. 

Then Maurice Spitalny, the pit leader, thought it a- spot to help things 
along and started to play ‘Hearts and Flowers.’ The other acts were in 
the wings roaring, while the audience thought it was part of the turn. 
Later, Rose was told the woman threatened to serve him in a suit. He 
was so upset he lost his voice. Later in the week, 
down front waving papers, rushed from the 


when a 
stage 


man came 


tose 








ASH QUITS WARFIELD | Pyblix Demands Hinda 
 Tait'sHermie King Successor, | Cancel Burley Return, 
And Strip Dancer Does 


— 


Paul Ash has handed in his no- 
tice to Loew's Warfield and steps 
out of the house this Wednesday 
(17) after 10 weeks. Hermie King 


San Francisco, Feb. 15. | 
| 
| 
} 


Keb. 15 
burlesque strip- 


Minneapolis, 
Hinda Wausau, 


succeeds, coming in after two years| P¢® Will not go directly from the 
across the bay at the Fox Oakland Minnesota, Publix de luxe house, 
Ash will vacation for a few weeks into the Gayety, stock burlesque 


theatre here. When Publix learned 
she had contracted for a return en- 
gagement at the Gayety immediately 
following her Minnesota date, the 
week of Feb. 26, it notified her she 
would have to cancel one or the 
other of the bookings. She chose 
to play the Minnesota engagement. 

Publix signed Miss Wausau for 
the Minnesota following the furore 


He has a proposition to take over 
Tait’s, at the Beach, and operate 
it as a class night spot. 


DEAL ON FOR ROAD 
FOLLIES’ AT PALACE 


created by her during a _ three 
A Ziegfeld-RKO deal for the road| weeks’ guest engagement at the 


‘Follies’ to play the New York 
Palace was under discussion last 
week. George Woods, Harry Rich- 
man’s manager, attempted to bring 
the booking office and Zieggy to- 
gether, but nothing definite has de- 
veloped as yet. 

Reported proposition involves a 
straight $17,000 guarantee for the 
revue, practically intact, at the 
straight vaudeville house. 


Gayety. It is believed to be the 
first instance of any strip burlesque 
dancer getting a booking in a Pub- 
lix deluxe picture house. 
-Harry Hirsch, Gayety 
will likely try to hold Miss Wau- 
sou to the contract, but she says 
she will go from the Minnesota to 
the Woods, Chicago, instead. Hindu 
will co ‘exotic’ dancing instead of 
stripping at the Minnesota. 
CAPA vs. Club Booker 
Chicago, Feb. 15. 
Complaint against Marvin Camp- 
bell, club booker, has been regis- 
tered with the Illinois license com- 
missioner by the Club Artists’ Pro- 
tective Association. Latter charges 
Campbell failed to pay off severa! 
members for club appearances. 
Case was scheduled for last week 


but has been continued for anothet 
seven days, 


ROACH’S SKY HAZARD 


manager, 


Court Decides Flash 
Contract Doesn’t Go 
Chicago, Feb. 15 

Another chapter in that Ted 
Healy-Lou Backenstoe-Joe Mendi 
If (the monk) novelette got funny 
last week when the courts here dis- 
missed a suit by Backenstoe against 
Healy for four weeks’ wages. Back- 
enstoe claimed that according to 
the contract Healy owed him four 
weeks at $350 per for his monkey 
act. 

Healy won the case on the plea 
that the Backenstoe so-called con- 
tract was not really a contract, but = 
was merely for flash purposes, It | Hops From Buenos Aires for Home 
was stated to the court that the} Over Jungle Lands 
figures in the contract were phony, | = 
and that the actual salary Buenos Aires, Feb. 15. 
upon was $100 a week. Hal Roach is off on his home trip, 
going from here to Hollywood via 
Columbia, Brazil and Santa Cruz. 
All in his own plane and a hazard 
ous trip which entails 
the huge forest wilderness. 








agreed 


Clarke-Verdi Theeteen 


iddie Clarke and Joe Verdi, 
standard vaude team until their 
split eight years ago, are reuniting. 
Billy Diamond framed the reunion. 


passing of 





——— 





Arthur Loew, who started down 
Addition of a girl will make the |to South America with Roach, came 
revival a three act. back alone, arriving in New York 
ates <p ae Sr PO vesterday morning (15). 
Farmers Visit Berlin OP OE Ln REE 
3erlin, Feb. 15. | 
Gloria Swanson and Michael Far- | Olsen-Johnson Shorts 
mer are here for a few days look- | Syracuse, N. Y., Feb. 16 


Olsen and Johnson, who start 4 
| RKO intact tour here this week, are 
| due to close with Van Beuren Corp 
| for a series 0” film shorts. Will be 
made on the Coast when their 


ing around. t 
Pair are honeymooning } 
' 


— ee 


Reis and Dunn’s Shorts 
Reis and Dunn, CBS radio team, 


is engaged to make a series ofjvaude tour ends. 
shorts for Paramount, It will be their first one and twe- 
Team started on the first short! reel work They appeared in fea- 





vésterday (Monday). tures for Warners. 
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WB Revoking Agency Franchises: 


—¢+ 


i 


Is m Favor of Open Door Policy 


siinecancanatad * 

Warners will revoke the 1? 
agency franchises issued last No- 
vember and declare an open door 
policy for all agents in its New 
York booking office. Decision to 
return to the non-franchise system, 
discarded last fall, was one of the 
first official acts of the new Warner 
booking head, Harold Kemp. 

Although Kemp will swing the 
doors open for all agents, it is likel) 
that free access at all times ) 
Varner bookers will only be ac- 
corded to ex-franchise holders who 
sell the bulk of the Warner shows. ; 
The ether agents will make the | 
Warner office on a schedule basis | 
at certain hours only and for a| 
given number of days weekly. 

The franchise system was thought 
necessary when around 60 indie 
agents were crowding the Warner 
office daily and swamping the only 
two bookers in the office, Kemp 
now feels that a less drastic method 
than franchising will serve just as 
well to lessen the strain on the 
bookers, and at the same _ time 
widen the talent source by com- 
pletely covering the independent 
agency field. 

List of Agents 

The agencies losing their Warner 
franchises, but retaining special 
privileges, are William Morris, 


Lyons & Lyons, Charlies Yates, 
Leddy & Smith, Jerry Cargill, Eddie 
Meyers, Al Grossman, Charlie 
Fitzpatrick, Meyer North, Ed Reilly 
and Herman Citron. Sam Baer- 
witz, one of the original Warner 
franchise holders, relinquished that 
ticket along with his Loew fran- 
chise to go on the RKO floor last 
week, 

Fox-F. & M. booking office, which 
franchised practically the same 
agents simultaneously with Warners 
last fall, states it has no intention 
of dropping the franchise system. 
That office issued franchises to 15 
agencies and granted permission to 
22 others to call at the office at 
certain hours. 


F.&M. GIRLS’ HALF PAY 
DURING CHI LAYOFFS 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
units running into 
around town 
with special 
B. & K. in 
and some 
& is 
which the 
off on half 








With F. & M. 
enforced layoffs 
through confliction 
shows being booked by 
houses like the Oriental 
neighborhood stands, B. 
considering a plan by 
unit line girls will lav 
Salary. 

Plicht of the chorus girls, earn- 
ing an average of $37.50 a week, has 


KK. 


become aggravated through these 
necessary layoffs in town, with 
nothing to fill in around here. In 


some instances BL. & K. has tried to 
take care of the F. & M. girls and 
éven some principals by spot book- 
ing them where and when possible. 


Job and $1,100 Lost 
In Chi Union-RKO Jam 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Following a jam that cost RKO 
$1,100 to settle with the musicians’ 
union here, Charles Eddy, local RKO 
club booker, is out. 

Eddy contracted the Manny Gott 
orchestra for the Golden Pumpkin 
cafe on the west side, which folded 
without paying the band off. Union 
took the matter up direct with RKO. 
The circuit paid off pronto but told 














Eddy he was through. Latter was 
slated to appear before the mu- 
Sicians board for a hearing last 
week, but blew out of town and 
presumably east. | 

Ralph Williams is being sent on | 
from New York this week to take | 
charge of the RKO club department | 
here. 


Discovered 


Hollywood, Feb. 15, 
Mysterious mugg got an in- 
terview with a studio exec, 
claiming he was a comedy 
idea discoverer. After hand- 
ing the studio man some ex- 
amples of his work, he was 

if he were a writer? 
just a overer,’ said 


usked 
‘No, diss 
discover 
hes : » exec, 
‘At the Nl an- 
swered the 


atre,’ 











im ia Ogle 
Vaude and Form 


15 


Hol 


Film names in ink 
are ogling vaudeville 
a full route and not just 
weeks on the personal 
basis are wanted. Pending 
summated bookings affeci 
lowing: 

Anna May Wong, wh 
week at the State, Longs Beach, 
in a song and dance turn. 

Owen Moore penciled for Feb. 27 
to try a monolog, using the picture 
screen as a stooge through a girl foil 
who crossfires with him from the 
screen, 

Sam Hardy talking $1,500 weekly 
from RKO for a monolog on Holly- 
wood, 

ZaSu Pitts and Johnny Hines is 4 
two act soon to use Long Beach's 
convenient hideaway. 

Evelyn Brent and Tom Dugan, 
dramatic skit. 

Less advanced in plans are turns 
individually by Hobart Bosworth, 
Gertrude Astor, Henry Kolker, Ed- 
ward Martindel, Lee Moran, Glen 
Tryon, Helen Ware, Kate Price 
Tyler Brooks and a two act of Ches- 
ter Conklin and Mack Swain. 

Louise Fazenda is also breaking in 
a two act with a male partner in 
Phoenix, Ariz., within a few weeks. 
Subsequently she'll head east. <Act 
written by Charlie Williams, 


ly wood, eb. 


reais 
a few fiil-in 


the fol- 


Cal, 


BERNIE’S 6 RKO WEEKS 
AT $6,000 IN SPRING 


Ben Bernie’s band, at $6,000, has 
been set for 10 RKO weeks by 
Weber-Simon. The ether maestro 


starts April 15 in St. Louis with the 
balance to take in other important 
midwest RKO towns and probably a 
session at the Palace, New York. 
Bernie will continue his CBS 
nigiitly broadcasts from wherevel 
he plays, with the network paying 
the wire charges, 


Take Van Off Train 
Chicago, Feb. 15. 

believed to be 

to be removed 


Sudden illness, 
lu, caused Gus Van 
from a train at Springfield, DL, 
his way from Louisville, Ky., with 
an RKO unit. 

Bill opened at the 
Springfield, Saturday 
mut Van. Nobody rep 


Orpheum, 
(13), with 
laced, 


Oriental’s Ether Pair 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

B. & KK. is scouting for radio 
talent for personal appearances. 
Lee Simms and Jlomay Bailey, staff 
artists over NBC locally, play th 
Oriental Feb. 26. 

Last name ether act B&K used at 
this house was Clara, Lu and ’Em. 


appearance | 


con- | 


on 


} 


Vaudeville people are hoping a 
| hot opposition battle will develop | 
;} on Broadway between Warners’ 


| booked and headlined show, 

the RKO Palace. The vaudevillians 
| are also pulling for a_ successful 
, even break for both houses 


Odd Stage Pairs 


' ° . 
} way struggle for vaudeville busi- 
ing numbers } 
ln most cases | 


| 


u opencd this 


} 
' 


| 

' 

| 

ness generally may be large, ac: | 
cording to current anticipation in| 
the various booking offices. | 
Kor the first time in years the | 
Palace bookers last week were con- | 
|} fronted with the problem of book- | 
|} ing an opposition show. In recent | 
years they have been accustomed 
to buying bills for the Palace as a 
house that stood alone on Broad- 
way and stood or fell on its own 
merit, with no comparisons to harm 
or help. Not since the Shuberts’ 
short lived variety threat have the 








| 


; 
} 
| 


j 
| 


originally offered $1,000 less. 
(‘urrently the Palace is playing a 
bill hooked in for two weeks. So- 
phie Tucker, Smith and Dale, Jack | 
Whiting and Bill Robinson's colored | 
funit are headlining. | 
WB Figures 4 Wks. } 
Warners is figuring on at least | 
‘four weeks for its opening Holly - | 
wood bill and is considering a "| 


WO, PALAGE"S 


WANT B’WAY VAUDE 


ae 





OPP Oala 


NN YA. 


Vaudevillians Root for 
Hollywood Theatre and 
Palace to Prosper—Don’t 
Expect Policy to Go Be-| 
yond N. Y., but a Morale! 
Builder — Houses Line-up | 


High Cost Bills 


| 
| 


hinted: $29,000—NEWARK 


—— 


Hollywood, which opened last night 
(Monday) with a $15,000 Lou Holtz- 
and 


in the 
fight. 


Whether the policy clicks or not 
at the Hollywood, it isn’t believed 
probable that the straight vaude 
will spread beyond Broadway. But 
the publicity value in the Broad- 





Palace bookers gone up against the 
competish angle. 3efore that the 
only other opposition passed out 
when Hammerstein's faded. That 
was 18 years ago. 


Heavy Cost Bills 


To back their opening shots, both 
theatres are priming their guns 
with heavy money follow-up bills. 
The Hollywood is negotiating for 
a line-up comprising Ruth Etting, 
Cab Calloway’s band, Walter Win- 
chell and of course, Holtz to follow 
the opening layout. Initial show 
hes Holtz, Clark and McCullough 
Vineent Lopez’s band, Lyda Rob- 


erti, Boswell Sisters, Venita Gould, 
Jay Brennan, Snakehips Tucker, 
Three Little Words and a Dave 
Gould girl line. 

On Feb. 27, and hoping for a run, 
the Palace will counter with a 
line-up including Frank Fay, Bar- 
bara Stanwyck, Benny Rubin, Jack 
Iialey and possibly Marilyn Miller. 
Ji net on that show, Miss Miller 
may come in later in a proposed 
eembination involving Leon Errol! 
and Walter Catlett. 

Fay and Miss Stanwyck (Mrs. 
Fay) are a combination booking at 
$7,500. Rubin and Haley are down 
for $2,000 each, while Miss Miller’ 


is said to have 
Latter 


asking price, $5,000, 
agreed upon by RKO. 


been 





(Continued on page 48) 








Sir Harry’s eesil | 


‘Goodbye’ Next October 

Si) Warry Lauder’s customary 

1! tour, with Bill Morris pi- 
as usual, will start next Oc- 
her in Canada. Probably pushinz | 
; off in Toronto, jaunt will include | 
nd 20 ensuing weeks in the | 
1 | = The usual variety bill will} 
pane. | 
\ enet one of the 20 weeks vill | 
payed in New York. | 
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KO Limits Agents on Floor; 


Awaits Edict of ‘No Politics’ 
Before Launching Drastic Cut 





Pardo's s _ Record 


Bob oO’ Dena, of Publix, 
claims Eddie Pardo has laid off 
he’s regained his ama- 


standing. 


o long 


teur 


ORPHEUM OPENS 
WITH DENVER 
SPLURGE 











Denver, Feb. 15. 

Denver's new Orpheum theatre 
opened Thursday night (11), as a 
civic affair. The entire gross from 
the opening show was turned over 
to the local committee on unem- 
ployment, 

Because of this the Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce arranged many 
of the details and was responsible 
for a parade at noon, marking 


opening of ‘Optimism’ week, so de-}| 
creed by proclamations from both 
Governor Wm. Adams and Mayor 
George Begole. All parade units 
carried banners of congratulation 
to the new Orpheum. The parade 
disbanded after passing the new 
Orpheum, where state and city of 

ficials sat in the reviewing stand. 


A sitver decorating scheme is car- 
ried out throughout the house. The 
silver idea, taken from the fact that 
Colorado is fighting for the come- 
back of silver, is carried out in ne 
chandeliers, they having the ap- 
pearance of being huge bunches of 
silver candles. 

A thyraton switchboard permits 
gradations of lighting obtained by 
turning knobs similar to radio con- 
trol, and permits finer and better 
results in lighting effects. 


The house seats 2,600. Thou- 
sands stood in line and many were 
turned away the first day. Price 


with all seats reserved, 

premiere vaude bill, an RKO 
intact unit, was sent out from New 
York to take up the extra week 
caused by the week here, headed 
by Nick Lucas, and backed by Sid 
Marion with Marie Du Val, 
Four Ortons, and the Earl Lindsay 


is 65c, 
The 


the 


Revue of 1932 The opening pic- 
ture was ‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio). 
Earl Kaye, leader of the Denham 
orchestra the past winter, is leader 
of the Orpheum orchestra, with 
Howard Tillotson, for years leader 
of the old Orpheum musicians, as 
assistant. 

Louis Hellborn, manager of the 


old Orpheum 
J. Stevenson, 


for years, and Charles 
assistant manager for 


a long time, are back in their old 
positions. Gardner Wilson, for- 
merly Sells-Floto press agent, will 
be advertising manager. Ben Ser- 
kowich was here handling publicity 
on the event. 


+ 


number of 
any one time, 


Limitation of the 
agents on the floor at 
as instituted by the RKO booking 
office last week, is a temporary 
forerunner to the impending whole- 


sale cut under which all agents not 
showing a visible income of $50 a 
week on RKO bookings will be or- 
dered off the floor. Latter plan 
was described in ‘Variety’ last 
week. 

At a meeting in the booking office 
the franchise holders, or office 
heads, were advised of the tem- 
porary reduction which went into 
effect the same day. Meanwhile, 
from reports, the booking office is 
waiting assurance from other 
RKO execs that there will be no in- 


erference with the final agents’ cut, 


nor exertion of pressure in behalf 
»f any agent who might be affected, 

Said to be felt by the booking 
office that all past attempts to re- 
duce the agency lists have failed 
because of intervention for agents 
by political connections, and that 
success is not certain for the ime- 
pending cut unless assurance is 


siven that no strings will be pulled. 
2-Man Agencies 

Under the temporary slice the 
four top agencies, whose status was 
regulated by their income on RKO 
vaudeville booking commissions 
only, with no outside profits 
counted, will be permitted to have 
two representatives on the booking 
floor at one time. All other agen- 
cies are limited to one floor rep, 

No limit has been placed on the 
number of agents associated with 
a franchised office. RKO says it is 
not interested in who happens to 
be on the floor for an agency or 
how many people alternate. 

The four top agencies with two- 
man permits are Weber-Simon, 
Jack Curtis, Charlie Morrison and 
Blondell & Mack. Latter agency 
is only a year old, its joint fran- 
chise holders being Arthur Bion- 
dell, former WKeith booker, and Bill 
Mack, former Loew agent. 

There are now 51 franchised 
RKO agents and producers, with no 
real distinction made between the 
agenting and producing types, In- 
cluded are the NBC and CBS artist 


bureaus, both booking direct with 
RKO under regular agency tickets, 
1-Man Agencies 
The RKO franchise holders lim- 
ited to one floor rep at a time, are: 
Nick Agneta, Sam Baerwitz, M. S 
Bentham, Henry Bellitt, Charles 
Bierbauer, Lew Cantor, Wayne, 


Christie, George Choos, Ben Davis, 
Harry Fitzgerald, Leo Fitzgerald, 
Thomas Fitzpatrick, Marty Forkins, 
George Godfrey, Max Gordon, Max 
Hart, Max Hays, Billy Jackson, Jenie 
Jacobs, Norman = Jeffries, E:ddie 
Keller, Aaron Kessler, Milt Lewis, 
Pete Mack, Charles Maddock, Bart 





Jas. Thompson, Thought 
Destitute, Left $2,000 


McHugh, Hugo Morris, Morris & Oz, 
Roger Murrell, Harry Norwood, 
James Plunkett, Richards & 
Lenetska, Harry togers Harry 
Romm, Maurice Rose, Harry Sea- 
mon, Sam Shannon, Nat Sobel, 
Louis Spielman, Lee Stewart, Sol 
Turek, Tisnman & O'Neal, Weedon 
& Schultz, Jack Weiner, Charles 
Wilshin 


‘COLUMBO WORKS GRATIS 


ON PERCENTAGE DEAL 


gratis 


te 


tuss Columbo worked 
his opening Skouras stage da in 
New York last week, failing to draw 
sufficiently under a straight per- 
centage booking. He's at the downe 


on 





Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Creditors of the late James 
Thompson, vaudeville actor, are 
likely to collect as a result of a 
hidden estate which was unearthed 
there last week. 

Wh Thompson died in March, 
1931 he was buried by the local 
NVA fund. Besides NVA, there are 
seve ! New York creditors, among 
whom are agents, Among those 
listed a Jeff Davis, Edward Wit- 
mer and Charles Sampson. 

Estate, — here last week by 
attorney Henry A. Kalehcim, fig- 
ures about $2,000. First to collect 
; Will be the NVA, which had funeral 
expenses $219 


;town Academy the current first 
half. Opening date was a last half 
the uptown Audub 
Academy date is 
Columbo is alter 
theatres 


‘ yn, 
ictly pere 
nating at 
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also sti 
; centage 
| the two 
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VAUDE--BURLESQUE 





Want B’way Vaude Fight 








ners figures on attracting a profes- 
sional crowd at that performance. 
Palace’s 15th is a supper show on 
Sundays. 

Holtz’s ‘Ice’ 

A modified ticket agency buy has 
been arranged for the Hollywood 
No. specified number of tickets 
named, agencies to buy what they 
wish on a week to week basis. 

However, a premium, known as 
‘ice,’ goes on each ticket. That ex- 
tra coin will be placed on the box- 
office statements. Reason for that 
is that Holtz will participate, be- 
ing a 50-50 partner with WB in the 
Hollywood venture. 





Newark, Feb. 15 
Holtz vaudeville bill in 
week at the Shubert 


The Lou 
its break-in 











(Continued from page 47) acts. He guarantees that payoff 

week stop limit for all shows. How | himselt. 
long Holtz will remain, should the With 1,800 seats at a $2 week 
policy get over in a permanent way, | night top, $3 Saturdays and Sun- 
isn’t known. Meanwhile, he’s per- |days, and on a _ 15-performance 
sonally booking the shows with the | basis, the Hollywood can _ gross 
contracts signed jointly by War- $40,000 if playing to capacity. If 
ners and the comedian. getting $30,000 the first week it will 

Under the terms, the first $15,000 probably break. After the opener, 
in the boxoffice pays off the acts | $26,000 or $27,000 may get it by. 
and Holtz. The next $10,000, or Advance and first week’s exploita- 
expenses, go to the theatre After | tion and advertising costs, charged 
that if any Holtz and the house off on the opening gross, amounted 
split equally. Of the $15,000 open- | t® 8round $4,500. 
ing stage budget, Holtz is reported The 15th performar._e weekly will 
spending around $9,000 for support |fall on Saturday midnights. War- 

KKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 76 RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 80 

_(Week Feb. 13), RKO, St. Paul, Minn. __ (Week Feb. 20), RKO, Tetede, Ohio 

“The Prince of Rhythm” “A Musical Comedy Romance 
AND HIS SAX-0-TETTE from Alabam’ ” 
(Dir. Harry Ward—Max Gordon) (Direction of Harry A Romm) 








TT | 


EDITH BOW |] WILL and GLADYS AHERN 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” “Arizona’s Fun Spinners” 


Songs by Jean Paurel } ; 
(Direction of Lee Stewart) (Direction of Milton Lewis) 


“THE ELECTRIC TRIO 


Wes and Lisa Adams 
Bernice Mershon 





Vaudeville’s Popular 
HEALY and CROSS 
in 


Songs’ 
Allen) 








“The Stage Salesmen of 
(Direction of Charles H. 


ARTHUR. MORTON 
in 
“Hot Water”—By H. C. Greene 


With Helen Lockhart, Denise Dooley 
and Bud Williamson 


(Dir. Jess Freeman—Chas. Morrison) 








DOCTOR 


ROCKWELL 
QUACK-QUACK-QUACK 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 84 
(Week Feb. 20), Rechester, New York 





The Mirth Provokers 
of a Nation! 


OLSEN 


AND 


JOHNSON 


and Their 
“ATROCITIES OF 1932’ 


22 Nuts of All Kinds 
All With One Idea and One Purpose 
— To Make You Laugh— 


BATA and BESSIE KAPPLE 


“Two Beautiful Dancing Singers” 
The Eight Miss-takes 
“Nestling in a Bouquet of Idiots” 
With Moore and Shy, Geo. Moore, 
Joe Perry, Sidney Gibson, Gibson, 
Gibson, Gibson, Gibson and Gibson 
Also “Speedy’’ Paterson 
And Sundry Nuts—too 
Numerous to Mention!! 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 175 
(Week Feb. 19), RKO, Spokane, Wash, 


HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS 
with ADELITA TATALI 
4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 7 
(Week Feb. 20), Mliwaukee, Wis. 


THE AVALONS 
A Thrill a Second 
(Dir. of Billy Jackson & Jeff Davis) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 83 
(Week Feb. 20), (05th St., Cleveland, Ohie 


ROSETTE and LUTTMAN — 


In “Dance Stories” 
With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 














HOWARD--FINE--HOWARD 


“THE THREE LOST SOLES” 


with 
JACK WALSH 
(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 


THE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander” 


(Dir. Chas. H. Allen—M. 8S. Bentham) 


ADELAIDE 
ee ee ee * 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


HAL NIEMAN 


“The Vagabond Rover” 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


DONATELLA BROTHERS 


in 
“Wait and See” 
(Dir. of Jeff Davis & Billy Jackson) 


CLARA BARRY 
ORVAL WHITLEGE 


“He Doesn’t Know the Music and 
She Doesn’t Know the Words” 


(Dir. of Thomas J, Fitzpatrick) 














DE VITO 
and DENNY 


with 
DOT STEVENS 


in “Lady Harrower's Reception” 
(Direction of Chas. Wilshin) 


LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chantress” 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Booked by Weber-Simon) 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 174 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 738 
(Week Feb. 19), RKO, Vanceuver, B. C. 


(Week Feb. 20), Minneapolis, Minn. 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 82 
(Week Feb. 13), 105th St., Cleveland, Ohie 





BOB STICKNEY 
With LILLIAN AYLIN 
in “UP A TREE” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


CHAPPELLE - CARLTON 


“On the Stairway” 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 





GLORY E. LEE 
and HARRIS TWINS 


TWO JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
(Direction of Sam Shannon) 








KRUGEL — ROBLES 


in 
‘DRUNK AGAIN’ 
(Direction of O. L. Oz—Morris & Or) 


MAKER and REDFORD 
“The Ear Bender’’ 


(Direction of Jack Curtis) 





Vic OLIVER 


Europe’: Gift to America 
with MARGOT CRANGLE 


(Direction of Phil Offin) 











DON RUIZ and BONITA 


The South American Dancers 


With Sultana and Vivera 
Marie Patri—At the Piano 


(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


FRANK 
LIBUSE 


The Colonel of American Nuts 
with Myrtle Lansing 
(Personal Megr., Jesse H. Martin) 


THE WORLD FAMOUS 


SINGER’S 
MIDGETS 
OF 1932 


(Direction of Weeden-Schults) 





CASS, MACK and OWEN 
“On the Up and Up” 


(Direction of Sam Tishman) 


NAN 
HALPERIN 


Tells You About Women Here, 
There and Everywhere 


(Direction of Jack Weiner) 











KKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 73 
_ (Week Feb. 19), RKO, Seattle, Wash. 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 73 
(Week Feb. 20), St. Paul, Minn. 


THE ORANTOS 


“Heads Up” 
World'’s-Only-Double-Perch-Act 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


MARTHA MORTON © 


The Darling of the 4 Mortons 


and EDDIE PARKS 


The Slick Soap Salesman 
(Direction of Thos, J. Fitzpatrick) 


An Artistic Idea From Parie 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 
Evelyn Singer and 
Stanley Simmons 


(Direction of Chas, Morrison) 


DON 
ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 


(Direction of 





FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Dirsction of Weber-Simon) 


HOPE VERNON 


“Singer of Romance” 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend of Thousands, Annoyed by 


Jean Carroll 
(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 


Marty May 


Jean Carroll and a supporting cast, 
composed of a shipload of Anatole’s 
Beautiful Sailorettes 

(Direction of Chas 




















Weber-Simon) 

















Morrison) 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 81 
(Week Feb. 20), RKO Dayton, Ohio 


- ANN ROTH 


Zongland’s Pep 


JOY FINLEY fevii'st 
Dane = =MARY DUNCKLEY 


WALTER (Mouse) POWELL 


Benny's Bad Boy and 


“RED” PEPPER 


The Cayenne Comedian 








The Three Playboys 
DENNY LYNCH 
MYRL ALDERMAN 
RAY EHRHART 


The Ultimate in Harmony 


BENNY 
MEROFF 


and His Famous Orchestra 
Personal Mgr. George Wood 











(Dir. Bill McCaffery-Leo Fitzgerald) 








here last week, walked out with 
around a gross of close to $29,000 
and $20,000 on percentage terms, 
giving Holtz a big profit on his 
gamble. He guaranteed the acts’ 
salaries on a straight percentage 
deal between himself and the the- 
atre. 

Bill played at two-a-day and $2 
top. Holtz’ terms gave him 75% 
of the first $26,000 and 70% of any- 


thing over that figure. 


— 
2 Chi Sundays 
Chicago, Feb. 15. 

local theatres returned to 
talent last week, the Ritz, 
westside, and the Colony, southside. 
Both will play five acts of 
vaude on Sundays as a starter. 

Out in St. Charles, Ill, Charles 
Pract has once more changed his 
mind about booking the Arcadia. 
After having had the house in the 
hands of the Western RKO office 
and then the Schallman desk, he 
now switched to the William 
Morris agency, to be directly booked 
by Nan Elliott, who will also handle 
the Ritz and the Colony. 

Arcadia plays vaude on Saturday 
and Sunday. 


Herk Ill 


Tliness is keeping I. H. Herk away 
from his Columbia wheel office most 
of the time. 

Herk is keeping away 
as possible until recouping. 


KUCHUK AS F-M BOOKER 


Benny Kuchuk has been added to 
the Fanchon & Marco booking staff 
in New York. He was formerly a 
Fox vaudeville booker, and prior to 
that with RKO. 

With Kuchuk added, the Fox-F. 
& M. act-buying coterie, under Doc 
Howe, numbers three bookers. 
Others are Phil Bloom and Jesse 
Kaye. 





Two 


stage 


houses 


has 





as much 








TWO IN BERMUDA 


A vaudeville show of five acts will 
be sent down to Bermuda for two 
weeks in three towns on the island. 
It will play a week at the Opera 
House, Hamilton, and a half week 
each in Somerset and St. George, 
opening either Feb. 22 or 29. 

Jack Linder is booking the two 
weeks on a guarantee and percent- 
age. 





ADD 3 OHIO DAYS 

Three more days, comprising two 
Ohio theatres, are on the RKO fa- 
mily dept. book under Jack Demp- 
sey. They are an indie Sunday 
stand in Steubenville, O., and Para- 
mount-Publix’ Madison in Mans- 
field, O., a Saturday-Sunday date. 

Both spots use four acts. They 
were brought in by Ernie Forrest, 
RKO road scout. 





—— 
——» 


Daily Pay-Off 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Newest thought, in the last gasp 
to save burleycue, is the scheme of 
paying off each day in order to 
keep the hovse open. Unions have 
started this notion, and it’s likely 
the performers are going to insist 
on the same safety-first treatment, 

This 
used at 
side 





protection scheme is being 
the Star and Garter, west. 
stock burlesque spot, which 
now gets underway daily by paving, 
pro rata, the salaries to its 


cians and stagehands., 


musi- 


Cohen Undecided 

Max Cohen, independent operator 
of the Beacon, New York, lately 
dropped by the Warners, has not 
as yet determined on a regular 
vaude policy. Meanwhile, he is 
holding over Jimmy Carr's orches- 
tra. 

The acts wanted for the house, 
it is said, are belived too costly. 








Fine Original Photographs 


With Ideas for Publicity and Lobby Use 


Made by Photographic Artist 
of Repute 


YOU WILL PROFIT 


by Getting Prices from Us Before 
Placing Your Order Elsewhere 


Phone or Write for Appointment 


wn 


212 West 48th St. 
NEW YORK 
CHickering 4-3960 






Tel. 











JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bldg., 
New York City 











TAFT HOTEL 


208-210 So. 8th Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Subway connection to all theatres 
110 rooms newly remodelled 
Rates positively lowest in Phila, 


Double (with bath)... .$12.00 
Three in room....... oo Bee 











BERT-JONAS-BILLY DIAMOND 
INDEPENDENT—RKO 


SIX FRANKLINS 


FEATURING 
ARMENTO 








WORLD'S FASTEST ACROBAT 

















BRyant 9-7800 











LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 





160 WEST 46"ST-. 


NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 
ere: 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 











JAY 


Personal Direction 








NORTH & FLAUM 


MILLS ann ROBINSON 


in “ALL WORK AND NO PLAY” 
By Richy Craig, Jr. 


RKO HIPPODROME, NEW YORK (Feb. 13), NOW 


FLORENCE 


RKO 
MORRIS 


Agents 


& O7 
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VAUDEVILLE 





Vande Waking Up! 


Again in Midwest; 
Butterfield Returns 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Biggest surge of vaude in more 
than a year is under way in the| 
midwest, three circuits having al- 
ready set dates for the return of | 
acts, to be booked out of the local 
RKO vaude office. Butterfield group 
in Michigan starts out once more, 


placing three days apiece into the 


Strand in Lansing and the State, | 


Kalamazoo, starting Feb. 20. 

Both theatres will use five acts, 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
Flint is now playing vaude on the 
week-end, booked locally, but likely 
to switch to the RKO floor here to 
fit in with the other two spots. 

Midget intact is being established 
by the western RKO office to supply 
circuit houses in Missouri, Kansas 
and Arkansas. Publix-Dubinsky 
theatres in Springfield and Jeffer- 


1 


son form the first two dates on the 


route of a three-act intact, playing 
Friday and Saturday in Springfield 
and Sunday in Jefferson. On Feb. 
18 the Fox West Coast theatres in 


Kansas and Arkansas hitch on this 
Hutchinson gets the show 
then to 


route. 
on Thursday and Friday, 
Emporia for Saturday and finally in 
Arkansas City for Sunday. Sedalia, 


Mo., is announced as a probability 


shortly. These and the Butterfield 
time will go on Dick Hoffman’s 
book, 


Publix-Great States starts 
Peoria 
day. 
the RKO floor in addition 
other Publix-Great States 
dates, 


on Feb, 26, Friday to Sun- 


Matty Rosen to Yates 
Matty 
for several years, is switching t« 
the Charlie Yates agency. 
With L. & L., Rosen was in 
vaudeville department. 


th< 


three 
days of vaude at the Orpheum in 


Handled by Dick*® Bergen off 


to the 
stage 


tosen, with Lyons & Lyons 


N. H. Fox Vamping 


New Haven, Feb. 15. 

Fox-Poli goes straight films Feb. 
26. With switching of Fanchon & 
Marco units to the Paramount some 
months ago, house tried piecing up 
its own units weekly, using previous 
Roxy material as the nucleus. <Ad- 
ditional expenses of production 
made venture unprofitable and on 
Xmas it went regular vaude. 

Dropping of pit men with incom- 





'ing policy leaves a contract under- 
istanding with musicians hanging 
\fire. Men claim previous contract} 
; of 1930-1931 for 30 weeks work is 


i still in effect, with four more weeks 
Management 


}expired a 


to go. savs 


year ago and 


have been working on 
notice 


diininaetictiiaticiaaiih 
| Akron’s Full Week 
Akron, O., Feb. 15. 
RKO Palace returns to full week 
| policy Feb. 20, after almost a year 
| of splits. Four act bill has been | 
| dividing the week between Youngs- 
j}town and Akron. Pictures will also 
run a week. 

RKO has the only stage show in| 
} town now, with burlesque out at | 
| the Grand. 


FISHER KENTUCKY BOUND 
Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Mark Fisher, former B. & K. m 
c., moves tothe Rialto, Louisville, to 
take over the ceremonies job, start- 
ing Feb 18. 

Fisher, placed by Kennaway, is 
set for 20 weeks. Rialto recently 
joined the F. & M. unit route. 





F-M St Louis Units 
Hollywood, Feb. 
Fanchon & Marco will 


15. 
produce 


opening Feb. 26. 

These will fit In after completion 
of the route of the pair produced 
there last fall. 


Pitman Joins Bentham 


Richard Pitman, Equity fran- 
9} own business to go into the M. S. 
Bentham agency. 

; Pitman will 
picture departments for Bentham. 





| 


contract | 
musicians | 
two-weeks | 


two new shows in St. Louis, the first | 


chised legit caster, is giving up his 


head the legit and 


RKO Returns 7 
Houses to Film; 
Two Add Vaude 


With Pittsburgh, Detroit, Van- 
couver and San Antonio dropping 
vaudeville and Dallas a possibility, 
combination policies with RKO are 





‘ : : ; 
{receding since Jan. 1 rather than/|tor, will prepare two copies, one pre- 
spurting as was looked for around|ceding ea intact to the next stand 
| Christmas. Ito familiarize orchestra there with 
‘ " A ; 
Against a total of seven houses | 'CO%¢ ements of incoming Show 


returning to straight pictures, only 
two RKO houses have been added 
to the vaude group since the first 
of the year, with a third, Trenton, 
N. J., to come in Feb. 27. 
Sheridan Square, Pittsburgh, 
withdrew Friday (12). Orpheum, 
} Vancouver, (Publix-Canadian), goes 
out Feb. 26 and San Antonio Feb. 
| 24, Both are on the intact route. 
| Downtown, Detroit, booked by Bill 
goes back to films only 
Previous losers for vaude 
since Jan. 1 were Columbus, Win- 


| Howard, 
Feb. 27. 


| nipeg and Calgary, all on the in- 
|} tact route, 

Additions are Denver, which 
opened Friday (11); Trenton (re- 


| built), coming in Feb. 27, and Albee, 
Providence. 

As a result of losses on the intact 
route, it will be down to 23% weeks 
when Vancouver and San Antonio 
go out. 

Alabama, 
the 
Feb. 
house. 


Birmingham, also on 
intact route, drops vaudeville 
27. This is a Publix-operated 





| 2 New N. Y. Indies 


Two new independent houses go 
into vaude policies Thursday (18) 
after a long grind of straight pic- 
tures. One, the Orpheum, Kings- 
ton, N. Y., is belleved forced into 
acts following Walter Reade’s re- 
cent commencement of fthe policy 
in that town against L Miller, oper- 
ating the Orpheum. 

Other indie addition for vaude is 





Embassy, Mt. Vernon, N. Y., one 
of the Knoble Circuit houses. Jack 


Linder will book both houses, fur- 
nishing five acts on a split for Mt. 
Vernon and five on last halves only 
for Kingston, 
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Syracuse Leader On 


Intacts’ Continuity 

Y., Feb. 15. 
Ken Sparnon, director of the loca] 

RKO Keith pit band, has been as- 


Syracuse, N. 


signed the task of writing musical 
continuity for all intacts. 


Sparnon, at direction of Milton 
Schwarzwald, circuit musical direc- 





Chi Colored Stage Shows | 
Feel Coin Pressure Most 


Feb. 15. 
Depression hitting the large col- 


Chicago, 


ored population in 
about the 


sector, 


just 
the 
Principally hit is 


town has 


ruined theatres in 


southside 


the Regal, B. & K.’s ace darktown 
stand, which has taken the count 
with stage shows several] times and | 
is now back to straight pictures. 

In the same neighborhood Es- 


saness has withdrawn Ralph Coop- 
er’s band and all-colored show from 
the Michigan, also going straight 
sound. Both the Regal and Michi- 
gan were putting on locally pro- 
duced shows on a shoestring basis. 

Conditions are extremely bad with 
the colored people, with not only the 
theatres but every other branch of 
amusements and business in gen- 
eral suffering. Savoy ballroom, next 
door to the Regal, once one of the 
brightest and best money making 
black and tan spots in town, skidded 
from a seven day week ball of fire 
to one night (Sunday), and finally 
had to fold completely. 

Picture houses, too, have been 
hard hit. About the only kind of 
film attraction getting any notice 
from the colored belt seems to be 
the horror or freak kind. That per- 
haps because of the psychological 
reaction to the colored folk. Ex- 
hibs are viewing the situation with 
alarm, but admit they can find no 
remedy at present. 





WB Is Checking - 
Its Vaude Sites 
As Future Guide 


Feeling that vaudeville, decently 


inaugurated in its eastern theatres, 
has had _ sufficient opportunity to 
prove itself one way or the other 
Warner Bros. is now checking the 
esults. Comparative grosses and 
profits, or Icsses, on the individual 
theatres since their vaude advent 


rutinized 


are being s« 


department. 


in December 

by the theatr» 
It is expected that results of the 

analysis should be ready by March 


1 <At that time it will be deter- 
mined whether several current 
vaude playing WB houses will re- 


tain vaudeville or return to straight 
film policies. 


7 


Warners’ sudden vaudeville in- 
rease this winter was the biggest 
stage show splurge by any major 
circuit in years. It raised the WB 
stage time from about 10 to 20 


weeks, making this the second big- 
gest vaudeville circuit in the coun- 


try. In addition, the Warner- 
Artists-Bureau, for the first time, 
reached a profitable and self-sup- 
porting income through commis- 


sions on the stage bookings. 


Only definite negative indications 
by the Warner vaudeville houses 
so far were in Pittsburgh, where the 
Harris and Enright dropped acts a 
week ago, and Jamestown, N. Y., 
where the stage shows go out next 
week, 

Conservative belief among War- 
ner men is that the vaude time will 
not be sliced to less than 15 
when the survey is completed. 


Switching Miss Patrice 
Madeline Patrice, singer-violinist, 
has been taken out of the Olsen 
and Johnson RKO intact, currently 
in Syracuse, starting its road jaunt. 
Miss Patrice will be spotted in 
another intact. 








——— 


“The Greatest Vaudeville Act Produced in Years” 


HARRY DELMARS REVUE 


Now A Sensation Playing For RKO 


The RKO Managers Say This Is the Best Unit Now Playing for RKO 
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Harry Delmar, appearing at Keith’s, who 
has proved that there is still something to 


“Mr. Delmar, by way of identification, 
has assembled one of the most elaborate, 
showman-like, diverting miniature revues 
that it has been our pleasure to see. 
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PHILADELPHIA DAILY 
“More genuine, honest talent 
into the stage show offered at the Earle 
this week 
seeking Philadelphia 
In fact, the vaudeville bill, 
headed by Harry Deimar’s extraordinarily 
fine revue, is really too much for the ad- 
mission price which the Earle theatre is 


A Riot of Laughs. Beautiful Girls. Gorgeous Costumes and Scenery 
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J. Freeman has sent to the old home town 
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“The footlights bill is Harry Delmar’s 
production as pretentiously mounted as 
many a full-fledged show to play at the 
Wieting in the days when ‘the road’ was 
something more than traveling salesman 
Dance numbers, comedy scenes and 
interludes 
and the revue 
moves along. 
noon stirred enough enthusiasm to keep 
the company busy with encores for eight 
minutes by the wrist watch.” 
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FOUR GOLDEN BLONDES 
Songs ; 
17 Mins.; One and Three (Special) 
Palace 

As the best new act—new in peo- 
ple and theme—to show up ina long 
while, these four young ladies rate 
at least a column of praise. But it’s 
sufficient just to say that vaude- 
ville’s unsteady pins are given some 
badly needed support and its future 
considerably brightened by new acts 
of this sort. 

Here are four girls in a turn that 


plays well enough without benefit of | 
break-in | 


the one or two years of 
time which many claim is necessary 
for perfection. Perhaps this is the 
exceptign that proves the rule. 

The girls are not billed. At least 
two of them have been around in 
other acts, but only one 
able. She’s the daughter 
Hartman (Hibbett and Hartman). 
They double and triple in harmony, 
straight singing, talking and clown- 


ing. But for the absence of danc- 
ing this combination is the female 


counterpart of Clayton, Jackson and 
Durante, 

Shortest of the blonde quartet is a 
particularly effective comedienne. 
She has a style that should take 
easily to development, and whatever 
her name may be it won’t be sub- 
merged under the blanket label of a 
production act very long. The play- 
ing and experience herein should 
give her all she lacks. 

After a short harmony introduc- 
tion the girls set themselves early 
and surely with a satire on radio 
broadcasters. They take off Kate 
Smith, Wons, Vallee, McNamee, 
Crosby and others in machine-gun 
manner, overdoing nothing and 
slipping in just enough of every- 
thing. A switch to ‘three’ and a 
special set takes them into a semi- 
dramatic recitation that’s full of 
hoke about telephone girls, but well 
written and shrewdly staged. The 
staging gets more out of the idea 
than it holds by nature, 

From then on the girls, back in 
‘one,’ are on their own excepting for 
the special lyrics. They cinch every- 
thing with their expert handling. 
All blondies of the same shade and 
not bashful about kidding the locks. 
One says she doesn't bleach her hair 
touches up the roots. 
They’re uniformly costumed in at- 
tractive brown velvet gowns, 

Meyer Golden produced. He 
slipped. his. name into the title, as 
usual, but this time deserves the 
billing if any producer ever did. 

Bige. 





HAPPY CHAPPIES (3) 
Singing, Talking Parrot 
13 Mins.; One 

Jefferson 

Happy Chappies is a radio act 
that was lured into vaude through 
prominence on the Coast. What 
the name means in the east is 
highly problematical, but it doesn't 
matter much since they're an okay 
harmony team, 

With the act, for a reason that’s 
hard to understand, is a talking 
parrot entitled John Tio. Supposed 
to be the umpteenth wonder of the 
world because the parrot answers 
questions and holds up his end of 
a conversation. By way of radio 
amplifiers his voice is made audible 
to the customers out front. 

Admitting that the parrot is on 
the level and does what he seems 
to do, it’s still a funny kind of 
stop gap to fit in between a couple 
of lads singing about the moon and 
you. Besides which, no matter 
how much the Happy Chappies tell 
the audience that it’s a genuine 
stunt, there'll be beaucoup doubters. 
It just doesn’t seem to be possible, 
and with the radio gadget making 
it that much more difficult to swal- 
low. 

What makes it worse is that the 
lads don’t need the parrot. They 
can warble nicely on their own ac- 
count, Kauf. 





JARVIS and HARRISON (3) 
Comedy, Dances 
12 Mins.; Two (Special) 
Jefferson 

This new act of this veteran mixed 
team shapes up as weak compared 
to its predecessor, which was staged 
before an ‘L’ drop. Setting of this 
is a dance hall. Time supposed to 
be New Year’s Eve. Jarvis does his 


souse al] through the turn. Weak- 
ness is in the patter. 
A midget draws most of the 


laughs, not because of his lines, but 
due to his stature. It’s the talk be- 


is recogniz- | 


of Marie 


JACK WHITING 
Songs, Dances, Piano q 
18 Mins.; Two ? 
Palace 

Jack Whiting, from the musicals 
and without much of a vaudeville 
background, managed:at the Palace 


gh 


Saturday matinee to carry his like- 
able juve style intact intn a new 
field. He had to fight a bad attack 





of nerves all the way, but succeeded 


fagainst that handicap, and when 
| more composed later in the week 
i should sail along smoothly. 

In support is Gertrude McDonald, 
also from the musical stage, who 
|teams with Whiting in two dances 


;and does the unusual for a legit sou- 
bret by refraining from singing. Ed- 

|gar Fairchild and Robert Lyndholm 
j are at the twin grands for one num- 
ber of their own, in which there’s 
some doubling on an accordion, and 
just accompany the rest of the way. 

Whiting sings chiefly, twice alone 
and once to Miss McDonald, after 
which they go into their first ‘es- 
sence.’ One of Whiting’s solo songs 
is a well done torch ballad. WNer- 
vousness seemed to keep him slight- 
ly under wraps, but not enough to 
step on the results. 

Act was an applause hit, the 
youthful and good-looking people in 
it giving the Palace bill a class touch 
in the No. 3 spot. Bige. 





WALTER WEEMS 
Monologist 

10 Mins.; One 
Hippodrome, L. A. 

Weems made a mistake in trying 
out a new act at this house. His 
material, too smart for the audience 
of mixed nationalities, never got to 
first. 

Former Southern Gentleman has 
grabbed off some good gags and a 
pip of a comedy routine, a variation 
of ‘The Three Trees,’ which he is 
credited with adapting for an early 
Sennett comedy, done by Billy Be- 
van. Bit depends on the orchestra, 
which interpolates Weems’ story. 
Here with a four-piece pit band it 
hadn't a chance, but there is suffi- 
cient merit in it which will appeal 
to a better class audience, 

Closing, Weems is still using his 
battered baritone horn, which 
knocked about with him on the big 
time for years. In the five years he 
has been in Hollywood writing and 


gagging pictures, the good old lip 
has softened and he blows plenty of 
sour ones, 


Like most vaude people who make 
the picture grade and then return to 
the stage, Weems has forgotten a 
lot. Vaude has changed a lot in the 
past five years and most of the 
comebacks leave a great deal in the 
dressing rooms. Call. 
GUS SHY (3) 

Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
14 Mins.; One and Three (Special) 
86th St. 

Gus Shy, musical stage clown and 
lately in pictures, offers a comedy- 
song-dance mixture for vaude that 
makes the grade nicely. His act is 
billed as ‘Taken for a Ride,’ by Eddie 
Preble. In support are Jeanette Fox 
Lee and Billy Leonard. 

With stage in ‘three,’ Shy and one 
of the girls drive on in a small car, 
with motor trouble leading them 
into talk. Later the second girl, who 
apparently had been hiding in the 
car and finally develops as Shy’s 
fiancee, takes part in a good-natured 
exchange of gags, talk and tomfool- 
ery. There is some necking stuff 
for laughs and a little drinking. 

Numerous song and dance num- 
bers are woven in. For windup, Shy 
and one of the girls step out for sin- 
gles, both displaying agile hoofery. 
Shy tries an eccentric specialty. 

Char. 


BILLY MAPLES and BAND (15) 
Band, Dancing, Singing 

20 Mins.; Full 

Jefferson 

Hazel Green, who owns this act, 
looks to have a good thing in it. 
It’s not so much that the band is 
good, but that the specialists with 
it are, and the boys themselves are 
not bad. All colored act, ten mu- 
sikers and four soloists. 

Garry and Evans are a couple of 
neat stepping lads who do two in- 
teresting numbers and Betty Ray 
is a girl who dances much better 
than is usually seen. In a Lindy 
Hop with a partner known only as 
George she almost stopped the 
show. 

Maples 
has a 


sings with his band and 
pleasant enough voice, being 

















tween Jarvis and Harrison that! especially effective in ‘I Hope You 
needs plenty fixing, although both! Die.’ Musicians are all brass and 
work nicely with no change of pace, but hot 
Another couple, lanky boy and/| enough to keep customers inter- 
small girl, assist with dances mainly.| ested. A neat specialty is the 
Girl does a good tap number on her| drummer playing on a washboard 
| toes. for a full chorus in front of the 
ee musikers, Kauf, 
TRAVER AND GRAY a 
Dancing, Comedy JERRY COE 
12 Mins.; One Accordion, Dancing 
Jefferson 10 Mins.; One 
Hard to believe that this is a| Academy 
new act, though the name doesn't At one time this act was Jerry 
appear in the files. The couple} Coe and Brothers and at that time 
seem too learned in their routine|it was three lads playing ac- 
to have suddenly showed up andj|cordions, with Jerry doing some 
their turn is too pat to be new.! dancing in between. The brothers 


It's one of those rough and tumble 


acrobatic dancing acts and excep- 
tionally good. 

Boys appear in sailor suits. 
is a hefty individual and the other 
a little guy. Immediately start by 
socking each other in the Jackson 
and Durante manner, but then veer 
off to a line of their own. Kavuf, 


> 


One 


have disappeared. Now, if Jerry's 

accordion also does a Houdini, he'll 

have a good act. 
Jerry’s a really 


swell dancer. 





sonality. He sings one number, 
which doesn't hurt too much, but 
it’s his nimble feet that count and 
his feet alone. Kaunf. 





GUY LOMBARDO ORCH. (11) 
Straight Music 

16 Mins.; Presentation 
Paramount, N. Y. 

In 16 minutes of straight music, 
this smallest (in numbers) stage 
band seen in a de luxe picture house 
on Broadway in a long while did 
wonders with its audience. Nothing 
but music and a total absence of 
the usual specialties of novelties, 
unless a few vocal refrains by the 
bandsmen could be considered as 
such. Yet a hand arrived after each 
number or medley and there was 
never any sign that the audience 
was tiring. 

The Lombardo crew, a radio name 
band now, is in the Paramount for 
a week at $6,000. This is its first 
Broadway stage date after almost 
two years of hotel and radio work 
in New York, due to the leader hav- 
ing declared all along that he 
wouldn’t chance an in person on 
the big street until ready to leave 
New York. 

There is no reason for the Lom- 
bardo band to leave town, nor to 
have any further fears of a Broad- 
way stage flop. Its sort and qual- 
ity of dance music is worth listen- 
ing as well as dancing to. 

Lombardo’s instrumental style is 
orthodoxically soft, sweet, and pur- 
ring. The brass boys are permitted 
to blast but rarely, and then a quick 
return to soft strains quickly fol- 
lows. At the Paramount, with 
everything done in broadcasting 
fashion, everything was liked. 

Lombardo, doubling at the fiddle, 
does the announcing. He should 
increase the volume, for it seemed 
much of his stuff missed in the 
rear. Otherwise no flaws. Band was 
on a sliding platform and rode 
downstage to take its spot under- 
neath the finale of a specialty pre- 
sentation. Bige. 
RUSS BROWN (2) 

Chatter, Dancing, Singing 
14 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 

Russ Brown, formerly of Whit- 
tacker and Brown, and still more 
recently in musicals and _ shorts, 
here retains a good deal of the ex- 
perience in both. Works with a 
girl foil again, and effectively. 

Girl does a neat dance towards 
the close of the act and handles 
her lines’ effectively. No cinch 
with Brown, either, because he 
manages to keep going pretty fast 
clip all the time. 

It’s not his lines with Brown, be- 
cause plenty of those have nice long 
beards. But the comic knows how 
to milk laughs out of everything. 
Walks up to a mike, for instance, 
and says ‘Bing Lipshitz’ will now 
broadcast. Crowd roars and he 
gets four more laughs out of the 


line before the act’s over. Kawf. 
BERNICE and EMILY (4) 
Dancing 
17 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Palace 

Musical shows and _ vaudeville 


have not spoiled Bernice and Emily 
nor fooled them into changing their 
style. But for improvements, they’re 
still the acrobatic dancing ‘sister’ 
team that stepped out of a Chicago 
picture house line into a specialty 
spot of their own. In this act they 
are surrounded by a slight produc- 
tion and a two-man support, but the 
act is all Bernice and Emily, and 
it’s excellent. 

The girls do three numbers, first 
two being similar in style. Third 
and the one that should close the 
act is a repeat of their flat floor 
acrobatic work on a wide flight of 
steps. The roundup finale that fol- 
lows isn’t necessary. 

Best of the support work is the 
stew on the steps and stage by one 
of the two boys. The other fellow’s 
specialty doesn’t belong in the same 
act. Bige. 





LOU LOCKETT (6) 
Dances 

21 Mins; Full 
Jefferson 

Lou Lockett, formerly of Lockett 
and Page, has surrounded himself 
with a nice layout of dance talent 
and a fast flash act. 

Lockett opens the turn with a 
brief hoofing number with two 
girls, personably costumed. He 
follows with a solo tap number 
which gets over neatly. A cooch 
mixed with a few tap steps follows 
by a mixed couple. One of the girls 
delivers a toe ballet which varies 
from the rest of the act’s routines. 
Another girl later does a_ short 
acrobatic number. 

A tall boy grabs all the dance 
honors with a fast rhythmic tap- 
eccentric. Instrumentation is sup- 
plied by two colored boys, one 
working at the ivories throughout 
and the other doing a few moments 
of hot trumpet work. 

A pleasing flash and liked here. 


CHARLES R. FRINK 
Banjo 
6 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 
Charles Frink is expert at tick- 
ling the banjo strings, but too weak 
to stand up alone. With a partner, 
for duo instrumentation of this 
kind, would make a stronger turn. 
Frink, a nice looking chap, opens 
with fast banjo work. Follows with 





ja guitar on which he strums out 
Also he has a nice smile and per- | 


a double effect. Closes on the banjo 
With ‘Poet and Peasant,’ plus ac- 
companiment by the pit orchestra. 
The orchestra often 
Frink’s banjo strumming. 











; youths. 
drowned | formed and novel. 


VAUGHN DE LEATH (3) 
Singing ; 

8 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Hippodrome 

Vaughn De Leath is a veteran 
from the air. She’s a CBS artist, 
lately broadcasting on sustaining 
programs, and is the most recent 
ether booking of RKO. Miss De 
Leath and a good stage voice, and 
shapes as qualifying for the neigh- 
borhood houses, at least. 

Reception over here, weak when 
caught, can be no criterion of audi- 
ence value. Under ordinary condi- 
tions Miss De Leath would have 


been forced into at least one encore, | 


which was probably expected even 
at the Hipp. 

Miss De Leath in both avoirdupois 
and voice immediately suggests 
Kate Smith. She has a rich set of 
pipes and, although singing through 
a mike, probably wouldn't need that 
at all for reach. Those mikes, seem- 
ingly popular with people from the 
air, obviate any necessity for stage 
showmanship and what is usually 
referred to in vaude as selling a 
number. Like others, Miss De Leath 
stands behinds the mike, letting the 
voice itself do the work. 

Four numbers, all pops. Two male 
pianists accompany. Char. 


ROGAN and TRIGGER 
Dancing, Acrobatics 

9 Mins.; One 
Hippodrome 

Male twain, one playing stooge, in 
a routine of acrobatics, dancing and 
clowning. While not an impressive 
turn of its kind, with boiling down 
it should suit the No. 2 spot in aver- 
age neighborhood bills. 

There’s too much stalling in the 
act shown here. This occurs first 
when the stooge stalks on, doing a 
dope and finding it too much like 
work to be induced into a dance by 
his partner. Later, on closing stan- 


| za, with team in hand-to-hand and 


other acrobatic work designed for 
laughs, the session is again overly 


prolonged. Tightening up in both 
spots would do much toward knit- 


ting together a better act. 

Man playing straight appears to 
be a fairly agile hoofer and might 
capitalize a little more in that direc- 
tion. Char. 


aes 


THE BREDWINS (3) 


Acrobatic 
7 Mins.; Two 
Paramount, N. Y. 
Imported three-man acrobatic 


combination that has something 
other similar turns don’t possess, 
which should assure it work on this 
side. The unusual quantity can 
best be described as a Willie. He is 
a combination of most of the nu- 
merous contortionists around. 

Two of the trio work straight, 
holding up the first part of the turn 
with hand-to-hand stunts paced by 
comedy ons and offs by the third 
party. Latter is in comedy make- 
up and is the central character of 
the turn’s second and strongest sec- 
tion. He takes uncanny falls while 
his partners toss and lift him around 
the mat, finally building into a 
series of stunts that tilt the act into 
the sensational acrobatic class. 

Bige. 


Jay MILLS and Florence ROBIN- 
SON 


Singing, Dancing, Talk 
16 Mins.; One 
Hippodrome 

Jay Mills formerly did a single. 
Florence Robinson is out of musi- 
cals, including George White's 
‘Scandals,’ which she mentions in 
one instance. Together they make 
up a variety turn that pleases. 

In addition to some _ effective 
chatter, sock of the act lies in two 
dance numbers by Miss Robinson, 
one an impression of Tom Patri- 
cola doing a clog. Working on 
crossfire, she also makes a fine 
showing as a stupe type. . Talk 
around a nutty play she has writ- 
ten is worked up effectively for 
laughs. Mills plays a violin, but 
not very seriously. 

Team makes a nice appearance 
and seems to work harmoniously. 

Char. 


DANCING DIVORCEES (5) 
Dancing, Singing 

16 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

Four good-looking girls and a 
man in a nicely diversified act. 
Sloppy scenery hurts quite some, but 
with that taken care of the act 
should be a pleaser, 

Man handles the comedy, using 
practically all the girls for foils at 
one time wr another. He’s a capable 
comedian and ties things together 
nicely. 

Girls do specialty dances, each of 
a different type, and all seem capa- 
ble performers. One also sings a 
number, handling that well. An- 
other, doing a modernistic dance, 
stands out especially well in that 
department. Lassie that does the 
singing more or less heads the pa- 
rade, though she may have to tame 
down on the wiggles a bit. Kauf, 


KURT BONHAIR TROUPE (5) 
Acrobatics 
5 Mins.; Three 
Jefferson 
Peppy acrobatic turn featuring 
risley work. Two of the troupe, the 
heaviest, work on back rests, jug- 
gling the remaining three members. 
Three boys on top are all slim 
Routines smoothly per- 


Good for either end. 


| 


PALACE 


A great demonstration for one og 
vaudeville’s greats—and the Lord 
knows there are few of ’em left 
high-lighted the opening perform. 
ance of the new Palace bill. They 
applauded at least a minute at each 
end of Sophie Tucker's return turn, 
During the reception Soph was very 
nervous. During the farewell dem. 
onstration, through which she 
picked up two baskets of flowers, 


tossed a rose to Lou Forman and 
made a speech, Soph was on the 
verge of tears. 

It sounded and looked like old 


times in those moments and several] 


others. The show sounded and 
looked like an _ old-time Palace 
show during its first part, with 
speed and punch. the _ keynote, 


everything running in zippy fashion 
and no m.c’s selling themselves to 
the detriment of the rest of the bill 

Miss Tucker is the headliner on 
the first new Palace layout in four 
weeks. The preceding Beatrice 
Lillie-headlined troupe stuck for a 
month. This one’s in for two 
weeks only, to be followed by a 
prospective run bill on the 27th. It 
oughtn’t have much trouble on the 
stage or at the box office during its 
fortnight here, for there is enough 
power in the first part to slam it 
across for keeps 

That first-part power is more of 
a handicap than a help to the all- 
colored second section, which in its 
modified version here is all Bill 
Robinson. It is Marty Forkins’ 
‘Hot from Harlem’ unit and in ona 
route switch from the western time, 
where it’s going to play as a $5,000 
intact. 

Never before has the Palace gone 
all-tan for a full before or after 
intermission period and not since 
the late Florence Mills’ engagement 
here has there been a large colored 
company on a Palace bill, excepting 
band acts. Robinson, of course, can 
play the Palace any time as an act, 
so when he’s on the stage the unit 
is of Palace calibre. But there are 
too many moments when he’s off. 
Most of them can be straightened 
out, howeyer, and with about ten 
minutes chopped off, the Harlem- 
esque idea should flash a _ better 
pace, 

The applause for everybody in 
the first part and Robinson in the 
second made it sound like the Japs 
were coming. Bernice and Emily, 
Jack Whiting and Co. and the Four 
Golden Blondes, playing in that or- 


der, were successive smacks. All 
New Acts. 
Smith and Dale, with their ‘S.S, 


Malaria,’ which they played around 
with for a few weeks last year, 
were consistent laugh grabbers in 
fourth, while no under intermish 
entry has ever provoked more sin- 
cere audience response than did 
Soph in No. 5. The entire first part 
swept everything before it, slowing 
down here and there for brief mo- 
ments only and always recovering. 
It holds plenty of everything in the 
variety way, including a big sure 
prise, The surpriser is the deucer, 
Four Golden Blondes, a Meyer 
Golden combination of four girls in 
singing and @lowning. There is no 
need to send for the ambulance 
when vaudeville’ can produce new 
acts like this one. The trouble is 
that not enough of them are pro- 
duced. 

The laughs drawn by Smith and 
Dale were of the same quality 
they’ve always drawn, and for the 
same reason. There isn’t much in 
‘S.S. Malaria’ that ‘Dr. Kronkheit’ 
and the others didn’t have and the 
greatest difference is the locale. But 
for a vaudeville theatre of the Pal- 
ace’s constituency there isn’t 4 
team extant that’s more sure-fire. 
The way they kicked the dialect 
around Saturday afternoon, it was 
easy to tell Smith and Dale felt at 
home. 

Not getting on until 4:22, ‘Hot 
from Harlem’ had to hold itself in 
to stay within the 50-minute limit. 
Most of the meat seemed in, but 
some of the material used wasn’t 
meat. A torch song out in ‘one’ by 
a girl helped fill a costume change 
wait, but it seemed that a two-girl 
number that followed would havé 
permitted the change just as well. 
Making the singing girl’s chances 
especially slim was the fact that 
she had to follow the show's slow- 
est and most lengthy sequence, & 
satire on a southern religious meet¢ 
ing that could and should be speed- 
ed up. What was needed after that 
scene was something peppy. 

Robinson dances for about five 
minutes straight out in ‘one’ on the 
rostrum and the stairs as the bill's 
semi-climax, then continues hoofing 
to accompany eight of the twelve 
line girls in their stair routine. Late 
ter utilized the bill's third flight of 
steps. First was Bernice and Emily 
in the first act. 

Robinson murdered them as usual 
with his own sp-cialty and madé 
it a cinch for the company finale, 
in which the colored troupe made 
its best mass impression. Then the 
world’s foremost shoe manipulator, 
bar none, did something that few 
but the ace of all colored showmea 
could do in this theatre. The com- 
pany finale looked like the finish of 
the bill and the audience started to 


walk. tobinson stepped into the 
pit and went into a tonical ng 
anent the Palace bill. Those wh? 





‘had started up the aisle suddenly 
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.d, turned around and stood 
cere anti Robinson finished. Oth- 
ers who were getting up sat down 
again. Robinson held an audience 
that not only wanted to walk, but 
nad already started to, which is a 
feat for the book. 

Saturday afternoon's attendance 
pig, with and without Meyer Gold- 
en's well-wishers. The latter guar- 
anteed a hand for the four-girl act, 
put weren't needed. Otherwise the 
crowd was mostly in for Tucker. 
They indicated that early and Soph 
1 her first 


didn’t disappoint in ap- 
pearance here in three years. The 
only flaw in Soph’s turn was her 
dress. It was covered with the rood 
old spangles that the ladies call 


Soph worked under a white 
reflection 
Not that 


sequins. 
spot all the way and the 
bad on the glims. 


was ; " * 

they couldn't see Soph, for Soph 
would show up clear in a London 
fog. But fogs and reflecting sequins 


aren't an aid to \ ision. 

In her curtain speech after hook- 
ing the flowers Soph said she en- 
tered the bill on 24 hours’ notice. 
For the record's sake she should 
have said on 24 hours’ notice after 
a three-day refusal. She was ten- 
tatively set several days in advance 
to play the Palace with George 
Jessel. But Jessel changed his mind 
when, says RKO, Cantor told him 


to. So Soph didn't want to come 
in without Jessel. Then she re- 
considered. But that’s a storv in 
itself. Bige. 


HIPPODROME, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
Every city that is a vaude center 
has its Hipp. It’s the first chance 
of the ambitious amateur and the 
last stand of the performer whom 
vaude has passed by. Occasionally 
someone more important 


new material in a Hipp, but that’s 
a rarity. Here on the coast there 
are other and better places to try 
new acts, so the Hipp depends 
mostly on the other classes. Cur- 
rently, Walter Weems is breaking 
in a new act at this house. He’s 


the only act on the bill with a pro- 
fessional reputation. 

Hipp operates on a split week 
policy using six acts each half. 
3ert Levey books the house and 


has a budget of around $600 weekly 
for the 12 acts. At one time, Levey 
operated the house, but recently 
turned it over to the owner, Adolph 


Ramish. Too many headaches for 
Levey. 

House seats about 2,300 and at 
present is grossing around $1,700 


weekly, with a 10-cent mat and 20- 
cent evening admission. In addition 
to the vaude a feature, newsreel 


and cartoon comedy are shown. For 


a dime or 20 cents it’s bargain en- 
tertainment. When the operating 
cost is paid, Ramish has little left 
on the black side. However, 10 
candy butchers hustle the house for 
10-minute sessions between each 
show. Perhaps there is a profit in 
that for 10 guys must collect some- 
thing. 

Hipp’s audience is a rare mixture 
of Philippinos, Mexicans, Chinese, 
Japanese and white people. First 
four races are known as dead pans. 
That leaves the whites to appre- 
ciate the audible end of the vaude. 
Acrobats, hoofers, jugglers and ma- 
gicians are most appreciated here. 

Current bill consists of Babe 
Thompson, trapeze act; Bob and 
Teddye, man and woman, colored 
hoofers; Treen and Barnet, femme 
chatter and dancing: The St. Clairs, 
flash dancing act: Walter Weems, 
monologist, and Lazarioni and Yoa- 
kum, skaters. Acts appeared as 
mentioned. 

Miss Thompson’s trap act 
teur from start to finish, not even 
including a slide to a heel catch. 
Even the Hipp’s audience wouldn't 
go for it. 

Bob and Teddye, colored tappers, 
showed little. No class and lack 
of professional appearance puts 
them out of the running. Treen and 
Barnet, girl team, have promise, 
but over-mugg notably. Both dance 
acceptably but with the one girl's 
comedy advantage in her build, 
they should invest in some material 
with which they will at least have 
a chance to miss the tanks. Straight 
girl oke but has to take the short 
end of too much fanny kicking. 

St. Clairs, two men and two wo- 
men, present a flash act which looks 
as if it was thrown together on the 
Way to the theatre. Act opens with 


ama- 


a stiff ball room dance by one 
team while the other two remain 
the background, singing. For a 


change, the girl solos on the piano 
and the boy comes in for a tap 
routine, which looks as if it was 
his half of a former double dance. 
An Apache is the closer with one 
of the boys running around shoot- 
ing off a gun for the big finish. A 
clam bake from start to finish. 

Weems (New Acts) was too fast 
for the mob and looked as if he was 
just practicing using his voice in a 
large auditorium. Suffering from 
@ bad head cold, he was inaudible 
in the rear part of the theatre. 

Lazarioni and Yoakum closed 
With a fast brand of skating, but 
Fiving out nothing unusual. How- 
ever, the Yellow Peril went for 
them strong. 

‘The Big Gamble’ (Pathe) 


the ai 
he main screen attraction. 
news cli 


bill, 


was 
Pathe 
ps and Krazy Kat filled the 
Attendance was fair. Call. 


breaks in| 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 


In the celluloid, ‘Ladies of the 
Jury’ (Radio), Edna May Oliver is 
dividing laughs with Ken Murray. 
On the stage here Murray is keep- 
ing the majority of laughs for him- 
self, 

Coincidence of the flicker and the 
stage date gives Murray a squared- 
off opening giggle. He just gives 
‘em, ‘Ladies and gentlemen of the 
jury,’ and he gets a hearty ripple and 
a reception, After that Murray has 


his stooges. 


And what the stooges are to Mur- 
ray, Murray is to Mary Brian, who 
needs Murray. Miss Brian admit- 
ted from the gong that she didn't 
know just what to say, but with 
Murray’s showmanly stooging she 
got by. She managed a semblance 
of a song, a simple hoofing sequence 
and worked in a not too successful 
black-out. Only time she got into 
trouble was her attempt to ad lib 
when the cross-fire talk with Mur- 


ray got involved. Opening dance 
was also injured when Miss Brian 


tossed a shot, but even here Murray 
came to the rescue and covered up 
the stumble. 


Murray has lost his gal stooge, 
Helen Charleston, who's holding 
down a regular spot in an eastern 
RKO intact, but he still has a cou- 
ple of boys who hold up the comedy. 
These stooges not only are cinch for 
walk-on laughs, but manage to grab 
laughs on later gags and business. 
Murray still has his cigars, a couple 
of yarns and his showmanship, 
though the clarinet is in the moth- 
balls. 

Murray and Brian are labelled as 
separate turns, and are likewise 
completely individualized in the pay 
enevlopes, but in the actual working 
of the show there’s no sharp line of 
|; demarcation to prove just where 
one act starts and the other ends. 
In the annunciators Murray arrives 
next-to-closing, and the Brian turn 
brings up the finale. 


In trey, Galla-Rini and his sister 





made up for the lack of clarinet in 
the Murray interlude. Galli-Rini’s 
one-man-band idea has been tried 
by many, but nobody seems able to 
get the same results as Galla-Rini. 
Opening this well-rounded line of 
variety were Jay Seiler and Frances 
Wills in a dancing turn that dem- 
onstrates that ideas are still around 





and that they still count. These 
two steppers are not particularly 
proficient on their feet, but they 


have new angles that make the act 
a winner. Turn is routined and cos- 
tumed with an eye for novelty and 
class. Seiler grabs the bulk of the 
idea routines, one with a set of 
canes and the other with halves of 
a hoop on his feet like skis. This 
latter number gives him an oppor- 
tunity to pull some excellent nov- 
elty effects. 

Miss Wills has an acrobatic se- 
quence as her specialty. Oke, but 
the lady is not getting the full 
punch out of the tricks because of 
her failure to sufficiently point her 
stunts for the audience. 


For the two-spot there was Gas- 
ton Palmer with straight and com- 
edy juggling. Palmer got away to 
a slow start, but built himself to a 
solid finish on his clowning and 
chatter. Lighting of the turn could 
be improved, the stage being too 
dark to get the full effects of the 
quick tricks. 

Business spurting this week, the 
house getting away to a lobby hold- 
out at the close of the first per- 
formance. Gold. 


ACADEMY 


Even on 14th street, on the brink 
of the great divide, you can’t kid 
the customers. When the Skour- 
ases took the Academy over some 
time ago they discovered it was a 
house that ate up names. Any kind 
of a name and the doors were 


jammed, Just a good show, and no 
go. But it looks now like the name 


alone isn’t enough. 

First half this theatre has seem- 
ingly a draw in Russ Columbo. 
About 20% vacant seats downstairs 
Friday night, however. And the rea- 
son very directly and distinctly lies 
in the show itself. About the poor- 
est stage aggregation this theatre 
has played in moons. 

Even if the acts on the vaude lay- 
out were not all, with a single ex- 
ception, ordinary, the theatre itself, 
through faulty equipment, manages 
to blight the star attraction. Sev- 
eral months now it has been evi- 
dent that the sound reproduction 
equipment in this theatre is faulty. 
Bad enough for an ordinary act, 
much less a radio act of the Co- 
lumbo type, and with vaude getting 
more and more radio acts it’s seri- 


ous. Static in the loud speaker is 
so bad that it all but kills Columbo's 
voice. And it has to be used, be- 
cause without the loud speaker a 


crooner is hardly audible in this big 
barn. 





Show opens with the Wan Wan 
San, a good enough eight-person 
Chinese act. Okay openers, with 


the usual Chinese tricks well enough 
ha though cleaning up the 
costumes or matching them wouldn't 


ndled, 


next. 
toy and Romero is a so-so danc- 
ing turn consisting of four girls and 





} they 
| did 








hurt. Jerry Coe (New Acts) is an 
accordion player, who also dances } 
and sings, 3irnes and Kaye were 


two boys. They looked only fairly 
good at this late stage of the pro- 
gram, with nothing ahead of them, 
which is some sort of indication of 
their real worth. Maybe they got 
the general lethargy, however. 

With that over and done with, the 
vaudeville really starts with Yorke 
and King. And even a stagewise 
couple like this had to fight for the 
first five minutes to convince the 
customers. They got ’em finally, 
and got ’em without any manner of 
doubt, but it was no cinch. When 
Rose and Chick finally got in their 
stride and woke the customers up 

had a tough time leaving, and 
so only by announcing Columbo 
to follow. 

Columbo appears on a set similar 
to the one he used during his 
Brooklyn Paramount stay, and is 
supported by a dozen girls, plus a 
comedy dance by Yorke and King 
Columbo sang only three numbers 

Idea is for Columbo to 
between this house and the 
bon every four days for a number 
of weeks. It’s not a bad idea and 
can work out, but the house will 
have to help out. And so will the 
booking office. ‘Charlie Chan's 
Chance’ current film. Kauf. 


86TH STREET 


Show is again overweight on men, 
five of the six turns billing the girls 
only in sub-type. But the show 
plays better than it looks on paper, 
chiefly due to strong comedy values 
and the presence of what is proba- 
bly the strongest name among vet- 
eran vyaudevillians for neighborhood 
purposes, Pat Rooney and Pat III. 

Harry Rose officiates as 
working with subdued 
ness that sells the show 
strong-arming it on the audience 
regardless. Many m.c.’s with a 
smart comedy knack slip up on this 
point of catching the right tone 
between genial ballyhoo and high 
pressure salesmanship that alien- 
ates an audience. here turns 
the trick trimly, building the suc- 
cessive turns but briefly and help- 
ing the show’s speed. 

DeWolf, Metcalf and Ford, open- 
ing, are a tall dancing juvenile and 
two sprightly dancing girls, mak- 
ing an agreeable introductory num- 
ber. Boy is one of those loose joint- 
ed dancers who gets odd comedy 
effects from the grotesque manipu- 
lation of the midriff and is a per- 
sonable youngster besides. Girls go 
in for legmania, with a neat bit of 
tapping by a plump pony working 
in full stage with three low hur- 
dles like obstacles in a steeplechase. 
Black opera stockings and a tight 
rhinestone bodice make a fetching 
get up for the number. Comedy 
opening has some good possibilities, 


alternate 
Audu- 





m.¢., 
ageressive- 
without 


Rose 


but isn’t well worked out. 
Frank Swanee and Joe Daly, 
young tenor with an agreeable 


presence but little vaudeville knack, 
and his piano accompanist, are 
something of a letdown in No. 2, 
the turn being entirely straight and 
formal in arrangement, even to the 
piano medley of Victor Herbert 
standards, during the singer's off- 
stage moment. Voice is that of a 
fresh young singer, but it’s concert 
stuff, except that Swanee runs to 
medleys of pops instead of sep.- 
rated numbers, which helps for 
speed and variety. 

Earl La Vere makes his entrance 
disguised as a piano accordion 
player, and then turns into a chat- 
ter merchant, ably assisted by a 
Mildred Bryan, one of the classiest 
woman foils in vaudeville. She 
opens with a soprano solo that is 


full of vocal swank, dressed in a 
long-skirted afternoon frock and 
the whole effect furnishes a polite 


basis of contrast that later sharp- 
ens the comedy dialog exchanges. 
Le Vere runs to forced punning, 
such as a play upon the names of 


automobile trade marks in the de- 
scription of a ball game, but the 
team has a certain character and 
distinction of its own. Another 
straight solo by the girl to Le 
Vere’s accordion accompaniment 
makes neat finish. 


Carl Nixon and Co. in ‘The Love 
Racket’ is another semi-sketch ar- 
rangement of talk and incidental 
dancing by one of two girls, Car- 
men Sans and Audrey Dixon. Long- 
legged blonde girl is excellent in 
control and taps, the brunette be- 
ing rather incidental. Another man 
Dick Delton, does one song number 
in a nice tenor voice, and helps in 
the development of the inconse- 
quential sketch affair, built on a 
salesman being paid by each of the 
girls to make love to the other, to 
leave the way open for the conquest 
of Delton. Material i. light, but 
under Nixon’s vigorous clowning 
and comedy love making to the 
girls in turn, makes good enough 
neighborhood entertainment. 

Rooney turn, working in 
this time, with Marion on only 
a final bow, was next to closing and 
a young riot. Pat and the boy have 
framed 15 minutes of neatly blend- 
ed stepping and banter that estab- 


‘one 


lishes audience accord and the 
fame of the name turns the trick 
for them. 

Rose took the closing spot for a 


i sequence of joshing with the Roon- 


eys, 


|} heavy 


finished to 
‘Broadway 
Rush. 


fils, and 
returns with his 
Lullaby.’ 


pere et 


for | 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 
Four solid applause-winners on 
the intact unit did much to coun- 
teract the ineffective work of the 
trio of locally-booked acts’ that 
filled in befere. Chief merit of the 
fill-ins was the fact that the names 


made the bill look like money's 
worth. 
Opener, Louis and Cherie, were 





manipulating their bodies in a 
slow but fair routine of bar and 
ring work. Man's control bit did 
well, and the girl as under- 
stander on several tricks aided in 


retting 


Ly ur 
okay, 


use of 


across nicely. 
In the Zeck and Ran- 
| dolph, crossfire team, run through a 
| mild routine of tepid material, with 


deuce spot 


jthe use of a dummy, to take the 
kick in the pants, the only original 
embellishment. Audience took it 
| very tamely. 

Special opening lyrics, neat 
j}clothes and a good foil failed to 
|} pull Joe Danohué much above the 
| level of the previous act. Two acts 
j}and in sequence are quite similar 
in trend, but Donahue's_ limber- 


legged dancing was an asset. More 


of the eccentric, ground-covering 
hoofing would be welcome. Girl, 
Hattie Dodds, suffered also from 
so-so material. 

Four strong acts of the regular 
unit followed, all scoring. Anita 
Case gave ‘em a cycle of song num- 
bers, adding a Russ and a German 
chorus to two of her numbers, but 
never giving that prima donna im- 


pression. Even did a bit of 
weaving on one pop. Clicked. 

Ledova followed for her full-stage 
act of three great numbers, ‘Man- 
hattan Serenade,’ through which the 
Russ ballet technique was apparent, 
but aided instead of detracted; a 
hokum 1880 ballet number, and a 
rumba, ably aided in each case by 
Leon Varkas. Pianist did well, fill- 
ing in with some tricky tinkling, 
and a Miss De Osso, Cuban blues 
singer, did ‘St. Louis Blues’ effec- 
tively in Spanish and filled out the 
rumba scene. Banged right over the 
plate. 

grems, Fitz and Murphy Bros. 
cleaned up with their slapstick and 
warbling. Finished to the top ap- 
plause of the night. 

Closing, the Three Lordens, tram- 
poline team with a girl who does a 
neat tap number, was strong in that 
spot, providing plenty laughs with 
their smooth bouncing and catches. 
Last stunt is a wow and new out 
here, 

House off, even for Monday night, 
with weather and lack of love in- 
terest in western feature, ‘Law and 
Order’ (Universal) responsible, 


hip- 








Paramount, Newark 


Weber and Fields are headlining, 
but the house was not quite filled 
even on the opening night, a holi- 
day. Opening with an introduction 
by a man they were cordially 
greeted and went into a spoofing of 
radio announcements which was 
funny. Then came the pool game 
bit, but something was gone from 
it. It got a few laughs and that 
was all. Nobody got choked, and 
it seems as though there used to 
be choking in it. 

Whatever chance it had to win 
was killed by the sudden introduc- 
tion of four colored hoofers (Har- 
lem Playboys), who danced briefly, 
with no connection at all with 
Weber and Fields. They danced 
well and were liked. 3ut it was 
sacrelige bringing them in at all, 
and then to bring the curtain down 
on them after a total of 13 minutes. 

Opener a dancing act, Hubert 
Kinney and Girls—the latter num- 
bering four. With his own drape, 
Kinney does some kicking and som- 
ersaults, and the girls in varying 
combinations dance mostly on their 
toes. Costumes are numerous, most 
being the minimum allowed. One 
girl sings. It’s not bad. 

Lauren and Ladare brought in a 
woman with an accordion, who con- 
tinued to play through the act with 
various interruptions by a man with 
different instruments. He wore a 
different hat on each appearance. 
Finally he played with her on a 
clarinet and then on a guitar. He 
got the crowd going with his fool- 
ing, and they closed amid a furore. 

Eddie Hall and Co. use a special 
drop and a set. Hall with a man 
kids roughly, and he gets over some 
uncanny facial expressions. Then 
with a shift to the set he does with 
a girl an extended version of the 
sleeping with the baby’ gag, during 
Which he uses the bed as a trampo- 





jline and throws a pillow into the 
; audience. Back in one, the man and 
| irl sing, then the three sing a gag 
;song, with Hall continuing his 
ij horseplay, all pleasing. 

| The Six Dominetti Harlequins 
| close with a speedy act that ranks 
| high in its class. In wigs and yvari- 
|; colored costumes, they run through 
the endless spins, tumbles, side- 
, Wheels and risley work of a com- 
| plicated routine with notable ease 
}and celerity. Once one holds the 
| other five, and with two twos hold- 
| 


ing a fourth by head and heels they 


zo flat on the floor and up again 
Nothing is really new, but some of 
the combinations of two into a sin- 
ele figure and moving as one are 
| developed into novelty, and the class 
lis the act’s own. They're over. 
| Curi suslv the impression persists 
| that several of them are girls. 








| 


f}another Arctie picture. 


STATE 


Closing a show with a sister act 


is a good trick if it can be done, 
though it isn’t done very often. But 
it’s happening at the State this 


week with the Watson Sisters going 
through the last inning like a rotary 
plough eating up a snowbank. With 
a five-act show running 80 minutes 
and two of the acts rather brief, 
they take up more than their full 
share of the time, yet they could 
come back and stick around some 
more so far as the audience is con- 
cerned. 


Opening act is Bloomberg's 
Alaskans, sledge dogs, worked in a 
snow set and prefaced by a brief 
}lecture by the trainer in front of 


The lecture 
helps the act to get interest in the 
breed, but the talking should stop 
there. Blomberg is a better trainer 
than comedian, and his later gags 
do not cover up the paucity of 
tricks. Best part is the cheerful 
way in which the dogs go about 
their work with no evident fear of 
the whip. There is one good clown 
dog, which also does the star trick, 
a slack rope balance, getting on the 
rope unaided. Apart-from this the 
tricks are usual, 

The drop got a laugh Sat. matinee 
when the next act was carded as 
Southern Gaieties and the olio arose 
to disclose the same snow instead of 
the cotton fields, which came a mo- 
ment later. The routining does as 
much for this turn as the various 
bits, the act being worked into a 
fast series in which nothing lasts 
long enough to tire and there is 
sufficient variety to hold attention. 


Frank and Farmer cleaned with a 
miniature stair tap dance with a 
five-stair flight a foot high. 


Fanny Watson should get a load 
of Bonnie Daniels’ snakehips wrig- 


gle. Evidently an anaconda or a 
boa constrictor, but she is there 


alongside the thinner gal. The For- 
han Boys harmonize nicely, and in 
their numbers suggest the old-time 
minstrels, with Josie Carole contrib- 
uting a capital acrobatic bit. In ad- 
dition to her ample wriggle, Miss 
Daniels pushes a couple of songs 
over the footlights smoothly and 
with effect. Closed to a generous 
hand, 


Harry Hershfeld is on third base at 


for a brief stay. More of a draw 
name than an entertainer, though 


his gags went over nicely as far as 
they reached, which seemed to be 
about halfway back, with upstairs 
out of luck. 

The Arnaut Bros. contribute their 
time-honored musical clown bits 
and close with the bird courtshin to 
the usual good effect. Then the 

/atsons proceed to mop up. Fanny 
could get her gags over in Madison 
Sq. Garden in a pinch, and if you 
can’t hear her you can at least see, 
and that’s more or less an evening's 
entertainment. 

Not a notable bill, but one which 
pleases and minus dead spots. Ate 
tendance excellent at the swing 
show Saturday. ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ 
(Par) is the screen feature, which 
possibly helps. 





HIPPODROME 


Business having its ups and 
downs everywhere because of ire 
regular weather, the Hipp is no ex- 
ception. Its customary good Sature 
day afternoon was again jeopar- 
dized, this time by spring-like 
balminess that kept people from go- 
ing inside. ‘High Pressure’ (WB), 
with William Powell, gracing the 
screen, wasn’t drawing at the Sat. 
matinee, 

Stage lineup includes nothing of 
especial significance either from the 
entertainment or box-office angle, 
but show, having a lot of variety 
and reasonably good balance, is up 
to the standard expected on Sixth 
avenue, 

Nearest to possible draw 1s 
Vaughn De Leath, CBS artist, who 
lately has been on sustaining pro- 
grams. She's set in sixth on an 
eight-act bill, and while making a 
nice impression with a voice that’s 
much like Kate Smith's, her recep- 
tion here was anything but reassur- 
ing. Miss De Leath (New Acts) 
carries a lot of weight, and in that, 
as well as other characteristics, im- 
mediately reminds of Miss Smith, 
She does four numbers, accom- 
panied by a male piano team, and 
works behind a mike, as most radio 
artists are doing in vaude. 

This side of the end is Frank Con- 
ville, assisted by Sunny Dale and 
an unbilled stooge. Conville found 
the going a little sluggish at first, 
but toward the finish, with his 
Chaplin impersonation and _ taxi- 
dance material scoring, he got away 
nicely. The pint-size comedian dis- 
covered, as did other acts on the. 
show, that the Saturday afternoon 
audience was plenty phlegmatic. 
No one reaped more than a fair 
hand, though deserving better. 

That Conville impression 
Minsky burlesque girl in a _ strip 
number, which could even be 
sweated up into more of a kick, 
seemed to please the folks, whick 
may explain the type audience at- 
tracted here. 

Ahead of Miss De Leath, Jay Mills 
and Florence Robinson (New Acts) 
found the going a little tough. Miss 
Robinson's clever ance routines 
aided greatly in getting the team 
anywhere near fair hit proportions. 
[rec eding, fourth, ‘A Porcelain Ro- 
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Year Old $1,060,000 


L. A. Palace 


Plays to 5,700, at 15c, Opening Day 





Los Angeles, Feb. 6. 
The captains and kings have de- 
parted; all the pomp of yesterday 
is lost in daily changes with a 15- 
cent admission price any time, any- 


where in the house at the Los An- 
geles, America’s prize white ele 
phant. 


Opened just a year ago, this house, 
which can be classified as one of 
the most beautifully furnished and 
appointed theatres in America, cost 
over $1,000,000 to build. It was the 
rainbow dream of H. L, Gumbiner, 
its builder and operator, whose am- 
bition to own a class theatre far 
excelled his showmanship. 

Gumbiner felt the house was so 
elegant picture producers would be 
honored to play their pictures there. 
But things didn’t work out that 
way. Honor of playing the house 
finally befell the sheriff and after 
nine months of operation Gumbiner 
was forced to turn the house over 
to William Fox, who owns the 
property, for three months back 
rent. 

Fox dispatched Joe Leo to L. A. 
to operate the theatre. Leo spent 
two months untangling the finan- 
cial web left by Gumbiner. About 
$300,000 remained against the house 
Leo settled for a lot less than half. 
He applied the take-my-offer-or- 
take - your - equipment - out-of-the- 
theatre psychology. As most of the 
equipment was not standard, hav- 
ing been built to Gumbiner'’s spec- 
ifications, Leo got bargains. After 
eight weeks of darkness, the the- 
atre reopened today Saturday (6). 

It was no personality opening. 





Missing were the throngs who hope 
to touch the hems of filmdom’s 
sreat. Missing were those who at- 
tended the theatre’s original open- 
ing. Missing was Einstein, who 
made his only personal appearance 
in America as Chaplin’s guest for 
the premiere of ‘City Lights.’ 

In their stead, 5,700 shop girls, 
working men and their families, 
clerks and their gals, passed through 
the impressive portals at 15 cents 
per. The murals, fountains, tap- 
estry, neon lighted aisles, carved 
paneling, oil paintings, period fur- 
niture and other Gumbiner extrav- 
agances were for them. 


Constance Bennett in ‘Common 
Clay’ (Pathe) was the attraction. 
Pathe news and Ferry the Frog 


(cartoon) comprised the additional 
screen fare. The Bennett feature 
was played all over town and is 
on its last run here. That holds 
eood for anything the L. A. will get 
from now on, 

Leo is cognizant of this, but figures 
that the 15-centers are willing to 
see one feature for their money in 
such costly surroundings. True, 
they can see two features for the 
same price at several downtown 
crind houses, but he figures that the 
small spenders, sitting in the lap 
of luxury, will for the time being 
have satisfied their hunger for af- 
fluence. With this psychology and 
$6.50 for lobby posters, he opened 
the house minus all other adver- 


tising. The 5,700 paid admissions 
on opening day seem to vindicate 
his judgment, Call. 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Feb. 12. 

Guy Lombardo’s band (New Acts), 
another radio name, moved in when 
Bing Crosby moved out to switch 
to the Brooklyn Paramount. Lom- 
bardo and his 10 musicians at $6,000 
are in for the week only, with Ted 
Lewis booked to follow. It means 
the Pa-amount is again off the sus- 
tained feature stage policy for a 


time at least. 

Around the Lombardo bunch the 
producer built a presentation that 
has all the earmarks of having been 
built around something with a pray- 
er that something stands up. It’s 
depressing to think what might 
have happened had the Lombardo 
band brodied, as Lombardo himseli 
was said to have feared he would 
do before opening. That fear, of 
which the leader spoke some time 
ago, was what kept the Lombardo 
band off Broadway in the year or so 
that it has been piling up an air 
rep. 

The stage show’s sole notable fea- 
ture outside of an individual score 
by an imported acrobatic trio, the 
Bredwins (New Acts), is the un- 
usual scope given to John and Edna 
Torrence, ballroom dance team. 
They have three numbers, or two 
more than the average specialty act 
is generally permitted in a picture 
house. The team is founded on the 
girl, who by herself was not long 
ago an acrobatic specialist in musi- 
cals and presentations. Miss Tor- 
rence has completely changed her 
style, and while the change is no 
improvement technically as far as 
she herself is concerned it should 
enable her to progress in a full 
vaudeville turn. She’s no longer 
confined to the one-number spe- 
cialty spots. 

Miss Torrence’s dancing partner 
fs her brother, John. They work 
well together, and in the three di- 
versified mumbers here showed 
vaudeville possibilities. Routining 
the trio of dances into a full turn 
shouldn't be difficult. 


David Bines’ girly line carries the 
brunt of the unit work, being pro- 
ficient both in tap and toe stuff. 
They provide the ‘Valentines’ (title) 
motif in one number by emerging 
from a huge envelope effect to danc- 
ing in costumes decorated with red 
hearts, in keeping with the current 
week’s holiday. 

The Lombardo band is introduced 


with a toe number by the line, in 
which the girls are interestingly 


costumed in red coats and long 
black ballet skirts to look like Royal 
_Northwest cops. Lombardo calls 
his band the Royal Canadians. The 
band consumes 16 minutes in its 
solo spot after sliding downstage on 
a moving platform. When it’s fin- 
ished the curtains in the rear part 
to permit a flash finale with the 
company intact. 


Bines girls have more work to do 
during the Rubinoff pit overture 
preceding the unit, in which the 
stage and pit sections are effec- 
tively blended. The music this week 
is a medley of Schubert composi- 
tions. Jesse Crawford plays a spe- 
cial arrangement of songs anent 
trees, drawing no vocal response, 
but a big hand, as usual. 


Par’s ‘Wayward’ the feature. 
Bige. 


ROXY 


New York, Feb. 12. 


A whale of a stage show to go 
with a rather weak Will Rogers Fox 
picture, ‘Business and Pleasure,’ 
make a good balance, with more 
than usual weight on the stage end 
for a presentation more in harmony 
with the Cathedral tradition than 
most of the recent arrangements. 


The special blending of popular 
and dignified tone—that is special 
for this house—comes from the 
lightening up of the musical fea- 
tures in the substitution of Fred 
Waring'’s Pennsylvanians for the 
former symphony orchestra, mak- 
ing a concession to a jazzy age in 
this direction; while the musical 
class that is characteristic of the 
house comes in connection with the 
Hall Johnson (colored) chorus of 
200, which has played the Roxy 
before, but never under happier 
auspices. Rounding out a _ thor- 
oughly enjoyable presentation are 
several trimly handled ensemble 
chorus numbers and several of those 
trick stunts for which the Waring 
organization is noted. 


‘Rhapsody of the South’ is the 
Waring overture, brilliant demon- 
stration of this unit’s ability to han- 
die syncopation and symphonic 
ideas with equal facility. Pit ele- 
vator is down and the traveler 
opens on a blank stage, box-draped 
in dull black without a relieving 
touch of color, a startling back- 
ground for a repetition of the Roxy 
ballet corps and the Roxyettes do- 
ing a beautiful and intricate routine 
called ‘Valentine,’ which takes its 
punch from the fact that the girls 
are dressed entirely in white, even 


to their wings. Group numbering 
48 or more crowds the big stage 
with graceful animation, and the 


elaborate maneuvers take on great 
impressiveness from the _ startling 
contrast of the black and white. 
Patricia Bowman gives the number 
a fitting climax in a charming solo 
number. 

Waring crew is back for another 
session with ‘Dancing Dominoes,’ 
one of the best of their multitude of 
trick bits. Stage and house go pitch 
dark during a band number, accom- 
panied by the acrobatic dance num- 
ber of Evalyn Nair done under a 
flock of spots on a stage elevated 
above the regular level. Out of the 


dark each bandsman manipulates 
two illuminated domino blocks, 
making them do ‘precision’ drills 


and finally join in shaping bizarre 
doll figures and the shapes of im- 
pressionistic toy animals which 
dance, A _ striking novelty which 
drew a burst of applause from the 
usually complacent Roxy mob. 

The Johnson group take charge 
from this on in vocal smashes and 
production sensations divided into 
five sections. Series opens with a 
fascinating flash of color, the cho- 
rus grouped low and forward in 
dim light while an upper level is 
occupied by a group of dancers in 
delirious colors of costume and 
headdress, doing a savage dance bit 
to crashing tom-tom accompani- 
ment. Number is labelled ‘Africa,’ 
the whole series being laid out as 
an appropriate display for the Lin- 
coln Day week observance. 

‘Slave Ship’ is a projection on a 
scrim of a sailing vessel driving 
through mountainous seas, the 
while its cargo of slaves, dimly sug- 
gested through the _ transparent 





sheet, sing appropriate lamentations 
in spiritual manner, the volume and 


quality of the chorus work being 
stunning. 

Third episode is called ‘Down the 
River,’ stage being set as the bridge 
and decks of a Mississippi packet, 
‘quality folk’ being grouped above, 
and the slave horde on the deck be- 
low, while they sing songs of the 
old South for tremendous effect of 
tonal power. 

The always welcome Roxyette 
precision number is worked in here, 
the girls being dressed in brown and 
white with decorations representing 
cotton plants ready for harvesting, 
ripe bolls for headdress and at the 
waist. 

Finale {s a musical climax, a 
group of spirituals done almost asa 
medley, including standards, such as 
‘Let My People Go,’ the women col- 
orful in bandana and bright print 
dresses, and a group of the men, 
stripped to the waist like working 
field hands, making an _ effective 
pantomime of slave labor. All the 
backgrounds and the staging are 
supremely well done, but they are 
merely incidental to the magnificent 
choral work of this group, crashing 
in volume and deeply moving in the 
spirit of negro melody. 

Not to be neglected in a summary 
of the entertainment is an espe- 
cially amusing adventure of Mickey 
Mouse, while the Movietone news- 
reel is cut to a minimum, but of 
concentrated interest. Rush. 


OLYMPIA, PARIS 


Paris, Feb. 1. 

Olympia doing much better busi- 
ness than the few preceding weeks, 
due to current appeal of sensational 
films—in this case ‘La Chienne’— 
and an excellent stage presentation, 
though very simple. 

Show begins with a mixed news- 
reel, and a small animated cartoon. 
Then comes the stage presentation, 
which merely consists of a ballet— 
girls working in ‘one’ and ‘two,’ 
back half of the stage beine occu- 
pied by a raised platform, where a 
good 25-piece orchestra under 
Georges Bailly acts either as a jazz 
band or as a normal orchestra, ac- 
cording to scene requirements. 

Ballet consists of the 12 Mersey 
Girls, who are part of last year’s 
Alfred Jackson Stars from the Folies 
Bergere, gone co-operative without 
Jackson, They appear three times, 
have excellent routines, three good 
costumes, they are young, pretty, 
and score heavily. In between some 
classical dancing—also very well re- 
ceived—is done by eight dancers 
from the Vienna Grand Opera, with 
Anna Exton and Elisabeth Doren- 
berg, supported by M. G. Sinclaire 
doing specialty dances. 

Show, staged by Andre Bay, for- 
merly of the Casino de Paris, draws 
patronage. ‘La Cienne,’ which 
played the Colisee on the Champs 
Elysees, follows as the feature, with 
picture’s sensationalisms, and Mi- 
chel Simon’s name as star, box oflice 
assets, ari, 








STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 10. 

Current Fanchon & Marco unit 
is ‘Gobs of Joy in Bermuda,’ a Gae 
Foster production that goes back 
to the type of stage presentation 
F&M did four or five years ago. 
And therein lies its strength. 

Substantial work by the 16 girls 
in three numbers, all good routines, 
is a standout. First is a formation 
effort, with half the chorines in 
blue and the other half in pink, mix- 
ing the colors to advantage. Second 
is a Spanish dance, led by Myrna 
Modie, with the girls three to a 
shawl. Lastly, a voodoo fling, line 
doing a cymbal hand routine, with 
Rosemary Carter handling the con- 
tortions. Don James, baritone, 
backgrounded with standard songs. 

Monte and Carmo, midget acro- 
bats, get off to a good start with 
their clowning and can be classed 
with the best of turns in that re- 
spect. Sequel into very good 
straight stuff, with a laugh bit in- 
terspersed and drew plenty of ap- 
plause for their bit. 

Lee, Port and Dottie make up for 
an ineffective walk on early in the 
show by holding down the next-to- 
closing spot with plenty of results. 
Knockabout comedy with the face- 
slapping bit varied by doing it in 
rhythm, 

Magic act by Pablo starts with 
interest, but should be cut down 
and snapped up. For an entrance 
Pat West has a comedy donkey, well 
up on its routine. Doesn't geét 
going on his first appearance, and 
in his spot down near the finish de- 
pends too much on material that 
sometimes missed fire. Winds up 
with a medley of pop numbers, with 
some parody lyrics, strung into a 
flirtation stores. This took him off 
to better-than-middling applause, 
Can usé more up-to-date comedy. 

Settings nice, without being an 
extravaganza, and costumes taste- 
ful. Show runs 50 minutes and 
could be trimmed 10 by cutting a 
chorus out of the cymbal dance, 
three or four minutes out of Pablo’s 
legerdemain and a few of West’s 
early gags. 

Five trailers clutter up the screen, 
but there’s no way to get around the 
stage and screen advance, Saturday 
midnight show, Monday F&M try- 
outs and Tuesday actor's double 
contest. Ray Duserne, house man- 
ager, putting on the special events 
to stimulate the gross. Feature 
‘Passionate Plumber’ (Metro) and 





house near capacitx 
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Colored Musical Replaces Feature 
In Hollywood Pantages; Biz Spurts 





Hollywood. Feb. 11. 


Borrowing a successful experi- 
ment of Balaban & Katz in Chicago, 
young Rodney Pantages is giving 
the public a legit musical at picture 
prices. With several differences be- 
tween here and Chicago, 

Regular policy of the house has 
been changed for the week out here. 
That’s not as solemn a matter as it 
would be in Chicago. Dropping his 
feature altogether, Pantages offers 
the show with only a few shorts to 
stall between performances. It’s 
sound reasoning that ‘Lucky Day’ 
is the draw and a picture would be 
superfluous. But that’s not the ac- 
tual reason. It’s the item of time. 

‘Girl Crazy’ was a tap of little 
distinction compared to this slick, 
furiously fast, and surprisingly high 
class entertainment. ‘Girl Crazy’ 
made money for Beeandkay. it’s 
no rash prophecy to say that ‘Lucky 
Day’ would be a sensation in Chi- 
cago. That town’s fondness for 
Duke Ellington establishes its par- 
tiality for negro tempo, humor, and 
music, and ‘Lucky Day’ has 50% 
more merit than the average of the 
eastern negro shows. That taking 
in the topmost best. 


What is equally certain is that 
‘Lucky Day’ will be seen ere long in 
Chicago and elsewhere in the east. 
It’s too valuable a property not to 
be exploited. Parts of its humor 
might be a trifle ‘local,’ but that’s 


no criticism. Its humor is natural 
easy, unforced, smartly written by 
Edmund Joseph and Nat Perrin. A 
wisp of continuity holds it together 
Here, too, its superiority over the 
‘Girl Crazy’ book is notable for pic. 
ture houses, 

It is literally packed with talented 
negroes, sO many of them that a 
recital of their names would only 
confuse. It’s the sort of a show 
where general excellence prevents 
anyone from stealing the perform. 
ance or hogging the applause. 

What makes any show is the way 
it hangs together, the sum total of 
good parts, expertly welded. Le 
Roy Prinz, Harold Hecht, and Earl 
Dancer are probably wearing feath- 
ers in their Stetsons right now. 
Prinz’ fondness for hip contortions 
is much evidenced and brings to 
mind comparisons with last year’s 
‘Vanities,’ which he also staged. 

That the running time will have 
to be cut for eastern use is inevit.- 
able. That will be a hard task in 
one way for it will be a choice of 
good things. On the other hand it 
will be easy because of the abund.« 
ance of material, scenes, specialties, 

Chorus ‘is a strong department 
and the whole production is fresh, 
clean, and speedy. Hollywood re- 
sponded on the opening matinee 
with a near-capacity main floor con- 
trasting vividly with the regular 
lonesome brigade that turns out for 
matinees. Land, 








KEDZIE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 12. 

House is down to three days a 
week, playing its showing night on 
Friday. Which means that the 
house starts all over again from 
scratch since it must build a new 
audience for this switched showing. 
Operator is also erring in starting 
his first show too late. According 
to last Friday’s schedule his second 
vaude show must have started ’way 
past 10 o’clock, far too near mid- 
night for this family district. 


Showing line-up was one of the 
best ever seen in this burg. Started 
slowly, but after a couple of turns 
got into a whirlwind stride that set 
a high mark. 

Opening this RKO list was the 
Signor Franz turn, man-and-woman 
bike act. Very similar to other 
wheel arrangements and little to of- 
fer. And that little spoiled by the 
man’s bad comedy getup and lack 
of taste in his comedy attempts. 
Nevarro and Sheffield, piano and 
singing, have a tough time getting 
by these days with a simple little 
musical interlude. Nevarro has a 
good set of pipes and he uses them 
well both for pop and classical num- 
bers. Girl at the piano doubles on 
a violin, but not too successfully. 
Kenneth Spencer, ventriloquist, 
needs better material. Technically 
his turn manages to get away, but 
the laughs are distanced too far 
apart to make the length of the 
present routine worthwhile. 

Black Rhythm, colored band and 
flash unit, delivered the first bell- 
ringing of the evening. With a few 
changes and additions this little 
show has hefty possibilities for the 
lesser time. Seven-piece band, four 
girls, three specialty workers and a 
hot-cha leader comprise the line-up. 
Band and dance routines are dis- 
played in that heated jungle tempo 
that the audience expects and likes 
for colored outfits. The work itself 
is rather crude, but this imperfec- 
tion is covered somewhat by the 
feverish delivery. Vocal numbers 
include straight warbling and com- 
edy. It’s here that the revisions are 
needed, 

Bobby and King were the indi- 
vidual standouts of the show. They 
figure at present as suitable for any 
of the midwest family time. They’re 
acrobats who have submerged the 
stunts in a neat package of comedy 
talk and business, both of which are 
handled cleverly. Only one stain is 
the sloppy delayed finish. Other- 
wise these boys are solid. 

Six Lucky Girls brought another 
well-rounded turn to the platform. 
These gals can fit in easily in any 
of the time booked out of Chicago. 
They are costumed extremely well 
for acts of this calibre, and they 
have looks and youth. Great point 
of merit is the excellent pacing. 
There are many and varied num- 
bers, all short and to the point. 
They don’t overstay their welcome 
at any time. One slight imperfec- 
tion is the inclusion of the Oriental 
dance, which tends to slow up the 
tempo. 

Herbert Rawlinson was in as m.c. 
He got himself into a couple of 
awkward spots as m.c., not knowing 
just how to handle things when the 
stagehands were switching props 
around him, but the audience was 
willing to forgive him much. On his 
next-to-closing own he told a cou- 
ple of old but staple yarns, plunked 
at a uke and warbled a couple of 
comedy lyrics. He was an asset to 
the show, on his rep, his manner 
and his material. Adair Trio fin- 
ished the evening strong with their 
triple-bar act Gold, 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
Chicago, Feb. 12. 

It’s Calloway and his band on the 
Oriental stage this week and the 
b.o. will be humming Happy Days 
for the next two weeks. If there 
were enough colored shows to go 
around it would be a cinch for the 
Oriental to stay in clover all the 
time. Whether a cycle or what not, 
it seems that the colored band show 
idea, topped with a, name of course, 
has been clicking consistently in 
this house. 

Last year Duke Ellington pulled 
the Oriental out ahead about a half 
dozen times, repeating and making 
good. Too bad there are not enough 
Ellingtons and Calloways or every 
day would be Sunday in the the- 
atres. Calloway is at the top with 
an original style of syncopation that 
stamps him one of the biggest 
things that’s come along in a musi- 
cal way in a long while, Emulating 
is one thing, and creating another. 
Calloway is distinctly a creator 
with his sizzling rhythm carrying a 
spiritualastic undertone. How far 
this colored chap has gone in devel- 
oping this particular style of hotcha 
jazz is immediately apparent. When 


a combination of 11 men sounds like 
20 the answer is obvious. 


In presenting the colored attrac- 
tion here B&K used sound judg- 
ment in not stuffing too many spe- 
cialty acts around the band, And 
in the selection of the three turns 
that round out the frolic the pro- 
duction department clicked again. 
Despite the scarcity of colored acts 
in a town of a big colored popula- 
tion, they managed to dig a couple 
of spot acts for this show that got 
over very nicely. Three Chocolate 
Steppers, two boys and a girl, but 
with all three in male clothes, put 
on a hot dancing spree, the kind 
only darktowners can do. Another 
foursome, the Rhythm Ramblers, 
balanced the layout on the front 
end with ukes and guitars, throwing 
in chopped-up harmony and steps. 
Between the acts Margaret Sims 
entered for change of pace with @ 
blues song, which Calloway helped 
put across. Alone this girl might 
not have done so well. 


Band numbers, coming between 
specialties, tied up the proceedings 
every time. Calloway picked a rou- 
tine of solid smack numbers that 
couldn't miss. His own personality 
and the smoke from the boys behind 
him had the audience whistling and 
cheering. Such a demonstration 
hasn’t been seen in this house for 
some time. Naturally there was ®@ 
goodly representation of colored 
folk in the house, but even the ofays 
went ga-ga over Calloway and his 
music. Saving the ‘Moocher’ for the 
windup and topping it with ‘St 
Louis Blues’ for an encore Calloway 
romped away with a fast finish. 


From early indications Friday it 
looked like an extra big week ahead. 
Both the first and second shows 
were sellouts. House went to five- 
a-day, continuing at that pace 
throughout the week, with s!x 
scheduled for Saturday and Sunday. 

House features included a Preston 
Sellers organlog and a _ Lincoln 
presentation by the orchestra and 
screen, using Stephen Foster melo- 
dies as the theme. Usual news 
clips and ‘Passionate Plumber’ (M- 
G) the feature flicker. Span. 
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= 
FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Feb. 13. 


inds of surprises in Brooklyn 

iil reek. First is a Fanchon & 
Marco unit with neither a line of 
rls nor a band; second is two 
gcreen stars who make good on 
gtage work; third, a femme m.c. It’s 
no longer news to add that business 
was well over capacity for the Sat- 
urday matinee, here, though that 
jece of information becomes more 
interesting in view of the fact that 
ross the street at the Paramount 


pon Lilyan Tashman and Bing 
Crosby. Evidently Brooklynites fig- 
yre Ruth Roland and El Prendel 
just as good a buy. 

F. & M. unit is called the ‘Cozy 
Corner Idea’ for no special reason 
except that the set represents a 
giant settee, lower part of which 


disappears to disclose Freddy Mack 
and band, house m.c. and orch. 

Miss Roland comes on right away, 
with the purpose of doing an m.c. 
Probably her chatter is okay, al- 
though half way back in the house, 
meaning the hundred-and-upteenth 
row, she couldn’t be heard. For- 
tunately she doesn’t do much talk- 
ing, taking her bows and introduc- 
ing the opening act, Rector and Do- 
reen. Good aerial act, this boy and 
girl have no trouble. Two Jays fol- 
low with a dance routine. It was 
at one time Three Jays, with one of 
the lads evidently mislaid. They 
don’t bother doing more than two 
numbers in the usual manner and 
went over okay. Frank Rogers, 
ventriloquist, with his usual Pull- 
man car routine, follows. House is 
a little too big for his chatter to 
reach all the corners, but judging 
-by the laughs and hand he got, he 
went over nicely. 


Freddie Mack now suddenly be- 
comes the m.c. to introduce Miss 
Roland, who works a couple of 


songs in one with a pianist for nice 
results. Miss Roland really gets the 
house when she picks up a mega- 
phone, a la Rudy Vallee, to croon 
‘Auf Wiedersehn,’ and then goes 
into a neat dance routine with the 
Two Jays. No doubt by this time 
of her being a real trouper, but she 
cinches it later by some cross-fire 
with Mack and the boys. 

Miss Burt is Mrs. Brendel, with 
no mention of that. After the Swede 
comic gets a half dozen laughs on 
his own, Sadie comes back to work 
some fly chatter with him. Both 
their voices carried nicely and got 
beaucoup laughs, with their dance 
duo at the end leaving the mob 
howling for more. LaMonts, a nice 
wire act, finishes. 

On an applause basis, 
right next to Miss Roland 
Brendel, comes Bob 
manipulates the organ. For one 
reason or another, the organ stuff 
really means something in this 
house, with the mob joining in full- 
heartedly all the way. 


probabl y 
and El 
West, who 


‘Silent Witness’ (Fox) on the 
screen and a newsreel fill out. 
Kauf. 


STANLEY 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 12. 

Stage name barrage continues at 
the Stanley. Ted Lewis last week, 
before that Jean Harlow, James 
Dunn and Chic Sale, and now it’s 
Sue Carrol and Nick Stuart. Picture 
couple hardly means as much at the 
b.o. as the others, but may help pull 
in those who remember the ingenue 
from a flock of Fox pictures of a 
couple of years ago. As it is, the 
screen's expected to be the magnet 
currently, ‘Hatchet Man’ being the 
attraction and Edward G. Robinson 
&@ good bet locally. 

Miss Carrol and her husband may 
be okay for a straight vaude bill or 
the smaller towns, but they don't 
belong in a deluxe presentation. 
They’re nice kids, but it’s tough 
these days for an inexperienced dia- 
log act to follow sure-fire stuff and 
get over, even when the principals 
do have screen reps. They gather 
more laughs than their material de- 
serves,and Miss Carrol’s encore with 
a breakaway number from the old 
‘Movietone Follies’ is pretty clumsy, 
but it’s saved at the end when Joe 
and Jane McKenna, on previously, 
help the flicker stars to a laugh 
finish. 

Carrol-Stuart turn, working at 
Close, slows down an _ otherwise 
swift, racy production, although any 
dialog act would probably have 
suffered a like fate due to speed 
and dash of previous acts. Let- 
down isn’t too noticeable, though, 
and show stands up okay. 

Chorus opening followed by Dar- 
ling Twins, nice lookers, who do a 
chorus of a song and then break 
nto nice flash dance that sells them. 
Dick Powell next with hoke song 
number with band, and then the 
McKennas, who start slow but wind 
up strong enough to stop the show. 
Kids have been coming around here 
for years, but this is the best act 
they've had. Gal, a stocky trick, 
hatural-born comedienne, and their 


nut adagio is a perfect close. 
Powell gets into another song at 
this point, for an encore doing |} 

Starlight’ against a scrim with | 
. Oorus on behind. 

. Three Swifts follow and boys mi 
pienty of comedy with their jue 
Sting . Setting returns that the aver- 
ne dumb act seldom gets. Thre« 
wows and that’s unusual. Carrol 
a 4 next, with the MeKennas and | 

.,. “huings on with Powell in front 
of line 


&4als for a finish. Cohen. 


DENVER 


Denver, Feb. 10. 

‘Swiss Movements,’ the Fanchon 
& Marco Idea, is a fast moving and 
entertaining bill and was thoroughly 
enjoyed. The house was packed 
continually on account of the film 
‘Emma.’ The two in combination 
made a near perfect show. 

The stage band plays in the pit, 
and the initial line has girls dressed 
as sailors, doing a fast routine and, 
together with Joseph Jones, a horn- 
pipe. Jones sings ‘Road to Manda- 
lay’ and ‘Without a Song.’ 


line of chatter, song and dance, and 
the second line number works 
against background of three huge 
clocks, one of which is cuckoo, 

Line dressed in Swiss-like 
tumes and followed by 
Dubois, comedy juggler and good. 
Opens with two tennis balls and 
racket and does difficult things with 
‘em. Bill Dooley and Frances Lee 
return and do tricks with lariat. 

Final scene is snow white, 
flights of stairs, elaborate. Line 
does Maypole dance with varicol- 
ored lights playing on long skirts. 
Six Lucky Boys, headliners, close 
with their comedy acrobatics and 
knockabout. Things move rapidly 
while they are on stage. Climax 
when one jumps from springboard 
down to another, landing sitting on 
feet with jumper’s feet in other's 
hands. Whirlwind finish. 

Interpretative overture played by 
Fred Schmitt and orchestra, ‘Light 
Cavalry,’ with slides and wording 
that added greatly to enjoyment of 
number. 


WESTERN, L. A. 


(New Policy) 
Los Angeles, Feb. 9. 
Since this, the latest of Warner 
Brothers theatres, opened three 
months ago, the policy has changed 
three times. Originally it 
first-run house. Later 
to day-and-date with the Holly- 
wood. Still later, with the Down- 
town, it became second-run. Latest 
policy is twice daily at $1.50 top in 
the evenings and 75 cents for mats. 
For its first picture as a two-a- 


cos- 


two 


it switched 


day it has George Arliss in ‘The 
Man Who Played God’ (WB). Jack 
Warner decided on the new high 
prices when he saw the first pre- 
view of the picture, which he be- 
lieved should attract the class trade. 

At one time, Los Angeles sup- 
ported four $1.50 picture houses— 


Sgyptian, Criterion, Carthay Circle, 
and Figueroa, When the Chinese 
was built, the Egyptian switched to 
erind. Figueroa became a neigh- 
borhooder, and the Criterion has 
had a fling at all policies from sec- 
ond-run to long-run pop _ prices. 
Carthay closed as a picture house 
two months. ago and is now legit. 
The only $1.50 picture house re- 
maining, until the Western adopted 
that policy, was the Chinese. 

Switching around of $1.50 picture 
houses and the dropping of that 
policy was no mystery. The answer 
was, and still is, insufficient $1.50 
pictures. 

Warners hope to hold “The Man 
Who Played God’ in the Western 
for four weeks. What they will fol- 
low it with has not been announced, 
nor is the studio sure that the house 


will stick to the $1.50 top. It’s any- 
body’s guess. 

Opening was not aé_e sell-out. 
House was scaled $1, $2 and $3. 


Downstairs was about three-quar- 
ters filled, but well dressed and 
looked near capacity. Balcony was 
comfortably filled. Usual parade of 
picture names attracted the mob 
outside the house. 

George Arliss was introduced fol- 
lowing the picture. He was brief in 
his remarks, stating that the War- 
ners were taking a chance on every 
picture they made with him as star, 
admitting that he was hard to cast 
and held little or no love interest 
for the fans. Balance of the cast 
were not called. John Adolfi, the 
director, was content to take a bow 
from his seat. 

In keeping with the picture, the 
story of a concert pianist, Jan Ribini 
and Salvatore Santaella, violinist 
and pianist, played three numbers, 
all of the concert type. Team were 
previously featured at the Carthay 
Circle. Both are good musicians, 
better as showmen, selling a brand 
of music to the picture fans which 
is usually over their heads, with 
trick lighting, baby spots and other 
accessories of the actor. 

Rounding out the screen program 
is Paramount News clips, Looney 
Tune cartoon, and a travelog. 

Cail. 


Warners’ Hollywood 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 


the 


is 


can induce trade, stageband 
policy at this house 


What might happen if the pictures 








weren't strong isn’t hard to guess, 
taking as a recent pathetic ex- 
ample the collanse of this selfsame 
policy at the nearby Fox-West 
Coast Egyptian. At the Egyptian 
he policy went in with a lemon 
|nicture and didn't survive long 
nough to greet a good piece o 
HMuloid. 
| It's the old basic idea of parad- 
| ‘ng a couple of acts before a stage- 
} band and filling in with a couple of 
wots from the band. No other pol 


iey gets monotonous so quickly, ar 


no other show looks so bad as a 


Billy | 
Dooley and Frances Lee have a good | 





poor show of this type. Jesse Staf- 
ford, who preceded the current 
Jack Crawford as leader and m. c., 
had a poor week or two before he 
was replaced and the policy looked 
like a sure bye-bye. Jack Craw- 
ford has resurrected it to some ex- 
tent. 

Working before the band this 
week are Fuzzy Knight, who has 
honped from Frisco to open at Ol- 
sen’s Club; Sally Sweet, who fiddles 
with Crawford’s cravat as_ she 
croons to him, and a six-girl ballet 
with youth as a selling point. More 
money than is evident must b« 
spent for a bill such as this, and 
the same amount put into a straight 
vaudeville lineup would give 


; returns, 


Wilfred | 


Knight, unrestrained clown, was 
sometimes a puzzle to the matines 
audience. His conversion of tragic 
into gag finishes for 


stories songs 


wrinkled quite a few honest brows 
and made Broadway seem farther 
away than usual. When it was all 


over the customers pondered a mo- 
ment, decided they liked it and 
brought him back for a couple of 
bows. 


Sally Sweet, with no voice to 
speak of, sells herself nicely on ap- 
pearance and mannerisms. The 


ballet sextet worked twice, once on 
the toes and then with castinets. 
They afforded needed dressing for 
the stage and earned their salaries 


| thereby. 


was al 











As an auxilliary to pictures which | ' 
i staleness of his material 
sufficient. | 


| 


at 


In the Crawford band, twanging 
a guitar so faint-heartedly he may 











NEWSREELS | 








TRANSLUX 


Luxer this week is introducing on 





the newsreel screen the Straw vote 
idea, age old with country news- 
papers, It concerns Smith and 
Roosevelt. Pathe in a lengthy si- 
lent editorial requests each audi- 
ence to indicate approval of the} 
|man to head the Dem. ticket by ap- 
plause. Not a pair of hands came} 


better 
| together at one of the Saturday pro-| 


; Jections, 


lof the Luxer program last week| 
| gave credit to Pathe for scooping 
on the German bobsled accident at 
Lake Placid Paramount made the 
clip, and confusion as to credit was 
caused mainly by Pathe stamping 
its own title on a still of the ac- 
cident exhibited in the showcase of 


not be twanging it at all, is a young | 


tenor whose excellent voice has been 


polished by apparent training. His 
possibilities as a romantic crooner 
for radio are great. 

Joe E. Brown’s ‘Fireman Save 


My Child’ (FN) brought a fair Joe 


EK. Brown audience to the opening 
matinee, Thursday. Mr. Brown, 


himself, stood in front of the the- 
atre, posing for photographs with 
visiting firemen, who had donated 
some antiquated fire trucks for ex- 
ploitation purposes. These horse- 
drawn vehicles are parading local 
streets as a quite appropriate form 
of ballyhoo. Bang. 


HIPPODROME 


(Continued from page 51) 





mance,’ which was on the Beatrice 
Lillie holdover show at the Palace. 
The flashy adagio with the voice 
background showed to excellent re- 
sults. What a strain it must be for 
those adagio workers, doing three 
and four-a-day, without cutting the 
long non-stop routine. 

Third, Rogan and Trigger (New 
Acts), male dance-acrobatic team. 
The act needs boiling down, espe- 
cially at the end. Frosini, No. 2,and 
down light in a 10-minute accor- 
dion playing turn, including four 
numbers. It’s a straight routine of 
accordiana and weak for neighbor- 
hoods of the better class. 

Closer a novelty laugh attraction, 
Red Donahue and Uno, two men, 
one as a cop and the other in black- 
face, clowning with a well-trained 
mule. Latter is apparently very 
well cued, knowing just when to 
kick, ete. Kids will go heavy for 
this act. Winnie and Dolly, aerial 
team (mixed) opens in an effective 
act nicely presented. Char. 


JEFFERSON 


Weak bill current, with but one 
act, James Hall, film name, drawing 
much response. Respotting might 
help fix, as two single acts are the 
first two turns and make for a slow 
start. Running to 82 minutes, bill is 
shorter than customary. 

James Evans, risley juggler, 
opened nicely. A dumb turn, with 
Evans working on his back from a 
platform mounted on a table about 
five feet high. Juggles one large 
ball first, and then handles two and 
three at the same time. Switches 
to foot juggling of a small table and 
closes using a bed in which two 
prop figures are lying. 

Charles R. Frink (New Acts) 
deuced with string instrumentation 
and made a tepid deucer. Jarvis 
and Harrison (New Acts) treyed in 
anew turn. Team has been around 
long enough to concoct a much 
stronger offering. 

Harry Welsh with Harry Hills 
make a good comedy team, but are 
weak on material. Patter is minus 
any real sock, and the restaurant 
bit, which the team considers its 
main wallop, is overdone. 
a smart comedian and Hills an able 
foil. With material of a more solid 
nature this team would make a 
healthy comedy combination. 





Lou Lockett (New Acts) hus a 
flash turn that’s fast. Got over 
here. 


Hall followed and landed on per- 
sonality and song delivery. When 
Hall's turn first opened here the 
was then 
commented upon. Hall has not yet 
rectified that weakness, and 
turn still remains wobbly due to 
the age of material. At this house 
they were guessing the answers to 


all the gags, and called every on: 
right. 

Hall complained of a cold, but 
nevertheless delivered his songs 


vith vim and in fairly good vuice 
Jack Kneeland assists at the ivori¢ 
nd for some patter. 
Kurt Bonhair Troupe (New Acts) 
losed with a snappy acrobatic turr 
turing a variety 
‘Panama Flo’ (RKO-Pathe) 
ture, 


of leg catches 


ters. This week it exhibits coverage 
of the wrecked plane at Le Bec,| 
|Cal. Job is an excellent one, de-| 


Incidentaliy ‘Variety’ in its review 


the theatre. 

An unusual clip showing editorial 
alertness was the Pathe recording 
of a statement by Mrs. Nelson Todd, 
92, on her witnessing the assassina- 
tion of Lincoln. Subject lent itself 
to the holiday, dissolving into views 


of the Lincoln memorial 
Universal seems to be making a 
specialty of scooping on air disas- 


noting grasp of dramatic value. 

In covering Ziegfeld’s show in re- 
hearsal both theatres have the legs. 

How Universal iearns some of the 
things it does is getting to be a 
mystery. This week it catches a 
traffic judge commanding violators 
to visit a hospital in an ambulance. 
It also finds a five-year-old girl who 
can handle a .45 colt better than 
the average marksman. 


time Pathe gets a cute one—two lit- 
tle tots making a golf course with 
all the fittings. 

Los Angeles, through Paramount 
and Pathe, is making dizzy bids for 
space. Pathe this week shows a dog 
walking the wire over a broadcast- 
ing station. Then a human stunt 
man takes to the wire singlehanded. 
Vertigo sufferers in any audience 
have to turn their eyes away from 
shots like these, although they pack 
a thrill. 


Once a month, either in the Em- 


Florida occasionally uses original- | 
| ity in its bid for reel publicity. This 


| Incidentally, Florida 


| bassy or the Luxer, Al Smith is| 
shown introducing some celeb to 
the Empire roof. This week it’s 
Winston Churchill. Waly. 


; 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
} 
| eral release. 
| 


| test. 


EMBASSY 


Both newsreel theatres have in- 
terior views in sound of the open- 
ing of the Geneva conference. Fox- 
| Hearst, however, takes in what 
seems to be the entire address of 
the chairman, relieving direct fan 
concentration by showing of 
the dele squirming around 
restlessly. 


some 


sates 


Lake Placid is abundantly repre- 


sented at thé two houses. No one 
muffed the bobsled slide this week. 
F-H seemed to have a cameraman 


stationed at each of the major bends, 
although this there no 
accidents. 

The two theatres have Will 
Rogers’ return equally well covered, 
Where they are only giggling in the 
Luxer the laughs here are numer- 
ous, some of them prolonged. 
Rogers’ talk with Garner gets a 
roar. It comes when Will in reply 
to the crack that Garner has them 
eating out of his hand says, ‘Yeh, 
the ones that are eating.’ 

An 11-year-old singer wins the 
Frohman piano prize and exhibits 
such voice that even fans ap- 
plaud the verdict. 

Ogden Mills in his new 
as Secretary of the Treasury 
against hoarding. This is a 


time were 





¥ f 7 
£oo0a 


capacity 
talks 


gen- 


Down in Florida a baseball game 
of 75-year-olds wins over a pirate 
| pagent in another part of the state. 
gets in a third 
time with an orange-packing con- 
didn’t 
this 


Angeles 
the Embassy 
one about Barnes’ 
made ready for 
resurrected. 

Adult models are being given 
timely relief on the Embassy screen, 
children being put through the pos- 
ings. 

Assertion that the U. S. Navy is 
| behind in strength and should be 
| built up is made in a F-H clip by 
U. S. Senator Hale of Maine. 

Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler's 30th 
anniversary at Columbia is used, as 
is Chinatown’s New Year's celebra- 


Los do well at 
week, The old 
elephants being 
spring had to be 


So 








Kennel Ladies’ Talk 


(Continued from page 1) 


in there and fight, you big palooka,’ 
drift toward Eighth avenue, chilled 
by the au fait aspect of the canine 
ring. 


Joe Doakes, who hurls unblushing 
expletives at sports champions, 
would throw up his hands in hor- 
ror if he could overhear the doggy 
comment that is exchanged in soft, 
well-modulated voices. But then, 
Joe wouldn’t know that ‘The best 
bitch I ever saw’ is a cultural term 
that expresses the speaker's 
thorough cognizance of smart bench 
and kennel chatter. Joe would just 
be mawtified, and run over to Mur- 
phy’s for some good, clean swear- 
ing. 


Pooch Aristocrats 


Improved caste of the side-lines 


can’t touch the glorification of 
green-carpeted enclosures where 


blue-blood doggies strut their pedi- 
greed stuff. Battling Kid Wotzis- 
name may clasp hands tightly over 
head in eager greeting, but prize 
winning pups are too aristocratic 
to acknowledge spectator presence. 
Coddled by trainers, they circle the 


ring proudly, sure of themselves 
and their distinguished ancestry. 
They're headliners who fear no 


competition. 
Down in the basement, the elect 





Welsh is | 


the | 


of dogdom is benched in luxurious 
dressing rooms—silk-lined, made of 
shining wood, gleaming with brass 
fittings emblazoned with names and 
jstar rating. Improvised beauty par- 
| lors are close at hand for that last 
itouch of whitening, that last pluck- 
ing and brushing before’ they 
scamper upstairs, ready to show. 
|A photographer's booth, imposingly 
|hung with soft-toned studies of 
| former champions, is ready to snap 
the blue-ribbon and haughty camera 


| face of the next champ. 


All this pampering is perhaps not 


as foolish as it seems. For if ever 
a celeb had to be an out-and-out 
prima donna, it is a pedigreed pup. 
No matter how blue his blood, how 
proud his lineage the champion 
iwho is untemperamentally suited 
lto prize exhibitions might just as 
|well go back to his kennel and re- 
itire from the limelight. He may 


° ! e . . 
fea-| come from a long line of champions, 


he may be a perfect darling in the 


tion. Mayor Walker and George 
Jessel kidding at the dinner to a 
sports writer, Italy’s pre-Lenten 
| celebration, Babe Ruth’s 38th birth- 
day cake, Australian lifeguards and 
|another angle on the Ellis Island 
| unde sirable situation are among 
| other clips. Waly. 

ee ee ee taal en 
home—if he’s not an actor, he's 


just a hound, 

Aside from the requisite points— 
well-shaped head, perfectly carried 
ears and tail, a good neck, etc.— 
the prize winner must know the 
proper deportment of his particular 
breed. If he’s a Peke, he should 
| register polite boredom and preen 


‘himself as he struts around the 
brilliantly lighted ring. St. Bern- 
ards must act big, bluff and de- 


pendable. The Irish Terrier who 
expects first honors must be a bit 
devilish but a gentleman, withal. 
A keen, wicked expression is ob- 
ligatory from this characterful little 
sportsman. The dog who doesn’t 
recognize his own personality, and 
adhere to it during judicial inspec- 
tion, hasn’t an earthly. Ignoring 


the audience is part of his job. If 
he so much as hints at timidity, 
he’s lost. If he should get stage- 


fright and bite a judge, he'll waltz 
back to his kennel unhonored and 
unhung with the precious blue rib- 
bon, 

Though the road isn't what it 
used to be for actors, prize puppies 
have a circuit of 200 dates provid- 
ing unbroken showings throughout 
tne year. Out of one exhibition 
into the next. Terriers might rather 
be after a fox, German shepherd 
dogs might long for distant mooe- 
lands, but they’re slaves to their 
celebrated careers. It’s a dog's life. 


Mama, Babe at $4 


(Continued from page 1) 





town in the afternoon, during busi- 
ness and shopping period, and three 
hours at night in the neighborhoods 
near the picture theatres. 

The panhandlers, with stage ef- 
fects, are doing up to $14 a day, 
jor $10 net. Compares to a miserly 
$2.75 net the old way. 

Preying on the unemployed ranks 
in various petty ways has reached a 
new high in New York. Daily com- 
plaints are being brought into un- 


employment relief bureaus about 
various schemes. A number of the 
schemes, though of a small time 
nature, are ingenious. 


Official employment bureaus claim 
j}they’re up against a wall in trying 
lto fight the situation. It’s impos- 
sible to request for 
|labor, besides which the bureaus are 
glad to obtain these requests. 


check 


every 


ec) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (FEB. 20) 
THIS WEEK (FEB. 13) 


Numerals in connection with bills below ind.cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (20) 
Sophie Tucker 
(Others to fill) 
(13) 
Bernice & Emily 
Golden Blondes 
Jack Whiting 
Smith & Dale 
Sophie Tucker 
Bill Robinson’s Rev 
Chester 
ist half (20-23) 


3roadway Bound 
Art Frank 
M Schwartz Co, 
Joe Phillips 
Joe Jackson 
Royal 
ist half (20-28) 
4 Spiders Co. 
Rudy Wiedoft 
Hutchins & Smith 
Art Humby 
Fields & Georgie 
2d haif (24-26) 














BAYES and SPECK 
Routed and Expect to Play 


52 WEEKS 


For Fanchon & Marco 
Placed by 


LEDDY & SMITH 











Gilbert Bros 
Don Humbert 
Kerr & Ensign 
Roscoe Ails Co 
Ails Bd 

2d half (24-26) 
Gautiers Shop 
Bobby Gillette 
Chesleigh & Leach 
Hunter & Percival 
Van Deleith 
Karavaeft 

2d half (17-19) 
6 Clums 
Esmonde & Grant 
Lulu McConnell 
Whiting & Burt 
White & Manning 

Coliseum 

ist half (20-23) 
(Others to fill) 
Kate Smith 

2d half (24-26) 
[ Sills & Robinson 
Kate Smith 
(Four to fill) 

2d half (17-19) 
Larry Rich Rev 

85th St. 

ist half (20-23) 
Jack Petet & B 
Vaughn De Leath 
(Four to fill) 

2a half (24-26) 
De Toregos 
Madeline Patrice 


Tracey & Hay 
Edwards & Morse 
Al Norman 
Frank Conville 
2d half (17-19) 
4 Bobs 
Mayo & Lynn 
Lyons & Coughlin 
Kane & Ellis 
Sig Franz Tr 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (20) 
Larry Rich Rev 
(13) 
Heidt Rev 
Flushing 
1st half (20-23) 
Comfort & Riley 
Hunter & Percival 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
D & E Barstow 
Jack Ahley 
Benny Rubin 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (17-19) 
Lou Lockett Co 
Landt Trio & W 
Eddie Stanley 
Koran 
(One to fill) 
Kenmore 
ist half (20-23) 
DeWolf Metcalf &F 
Allen & Eddy 








Eddie Stanley 


Bob Ripa’ 





~ IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS © 


BOOKED SOLID FOR RKO 


r., WM. 


DIAMOND 


Dir. 
JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 





(Three to fill) 

2a half (17-19) 
J & J Walton 
Archie Glenn 
Harry Kahne 
Hutchins & Smith 
3 Diamonds 
Mills Bros. 

Fordham 

1st half (20-23) 
Ann @reenway 
D & E Barstow 
Jack Haley 
Benny Rubin 
(One to fill) 

2d half (24-26) 
Jack Petet & B 
(Four to fill) 

2d half (17-19) 
3 French Misses 
Morgan & Stone 
Carl Nixon Co, 
Pat Rooney & Jr. 
Harry Rose 

Franklin 
ist half (20-23) 








Verna Hayworth 
Taylor & Marcelle 
Lyons & Snyder 
Carl Shaw 
Archer & Jackson 
Sig Franz Tr 

2d half (24-26) 


Don Humbert 
King Bros & Cully 
Guyer & Duffy 
Bert Walton 





a 2 “‘SMetiete 
Diamonds Boys 
Porcelain Romance 
2d half (24-26) 
Major Sharp & M 
Rogan & Triger 
Eddie Hauley 
Blanche Callaway 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (t- 19) 
4 Willeys 
Al Norman 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Earl Lavier 
Ralph Olsen Ce 


Madison 

1st half (20-23) 
Major Sharp & 
Rogan & Triger 
Esther Ralston Co 
Ted Dooley 

2d half (24-26) 
DeWolf Metcalf& F 
Allen & Eddy 
Bob Ripa 
Hurst & Vogt 
Diamond Boys 
Porcelain Romance 

2d half (17-19) 
Gilbert Brothers 
Hilda Rogers 
Whity & Form 
Mae Usher 
Clyde Cook 





Lew Pollock Co 





Yeace 


Cane. 


TOILETRIES 





Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 


SHOP, 


160 West 46tb St., New York 


Try My Face Powder (all shades)—$1.00 








2d half (17-19) 
Homer Romaine 
Murray & Frayne 


AKRON 
Palace (20) 
Van Horn & Inez 


Havana Hal Sherman 
Weich & Hills Dave Apollon 
Pepito 2d half (17-19) 
Hippodrome (20) Maidie & Rae 
Lois Torres ee a onm 
Swan Nee & Dail enny oss 
Joe Jackson Daily iene Austin Orch 
2 Daveys ALBANY 
Grad & Rafferty Co. Palace 
Stuart & Lash Ist half (20-23) 
Bon John Co. Paul Whiteman 
(13) 2d half (24-26) 
Winnie Frosini Roger Ball Co 
Hogan & Trigger Oscar Lorraine 
Porcelain Romance | Olivette 
Mills & Robinson 2d half (17-19) 


Vaughn De Leith 
Frank Conville 
Red Donahue Co 

Jefferson 

Ist half (20-23) 
4 Felts & Mia 
Bobby Gillette 
Jos. B. Stanley 
Whiting & Burt 
Al Norman 

2d haif (24-26) 
W Rooney & K 
Hilda Rogers Co 
Clyde Hagar 
Lulu MecConneil 
Lyons & Snyder 
Lovely Ladies 

2a half (17-19) 
Allen & Eddy 
The Rooney's 


¢ 


a re ee 


Audrey Wycoff Co 
Annie Judy & Z@ 
Hunter & Percival 
Poodles Hannaford 
ATLANTA 
Keith’s (20) 
Swan, Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 


Harrington Sis 
Morris & Campbell 
(13) 

Aussie & Czech 

Flo Lewis 

Sddie Garr 

Gus Edwards’ Rev 
BALTIMORE 
Keith's (20) 

Meyakos 

James Hall 

Daphne Pollard 





(Two to fill) 
BIRMINGHAM 
Keith’s (20) 

Aussie & Czech 

Flo Lewis 

Eddie Garr 

Gus Edwards’ 

(13) 

Don Valerio 

Will Aubrey 

Seed & Austin 

Gracella & T 

BOSTON 
Keith’s (20) 

Nelson Family 

Carl Freed 

Dorothy Stone 

Pat Rooney & Jr 

Harry Rose 

(13) 

Deteregoes 


Rev 





Cardini 
Daphne Pollard 
Bob Hope Co 

BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (20) 
Jack Randall 
Maidie & Ray 
Benny Ross 
Danny Duncan 
Rae Samuels 

(13) 

Paul Whiteman Bd 
CEDAR RAPIDS 


at ith 
Ist half 0-23) 
Fiochi Tr 


Carlena Diamond 
George McKay Co 
Frank Radcliff Co 
2d half (17-19) 
Wm H Groh 

Betty Lou Webb 
Dress Rehearsal 
Ray Hughes & P’m 
Harris 2 & Iwretta 
CHICAGO 
Palace (20) 
Joe Peanuts 

Mills Kirk & L 


Carlena Diamond 
George McKay Co 
rank Radcliff Co 
Fiochi Tr 
DETROIT 
Keith’s (20) 
Neal Sis 
Runaway 4 
Gloria Foy 
Borah Minne 
Johnny 


Co 
vitch 
Per ~ ns 
(13 

Yan Horn ke Ines 
Hal Sherman 
Helen Kane 

Dave Apollon 


Downtown 
Ist half (20-23) 
Bob Fisher 
(One to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
Stearns & Dean 
Webb & Lane 
2d half (17-19) 
Jean Bedini Co 
FORT WAYNE 
Keith's 
Ist half (20-23) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Trado 2 
GRAND RAPIDS 
Keith’s 
Ist half (20-23) 
Gloria Lee Co 
Sybilla Bowhan 
Victor Oliver 
Lewis & Ames 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (20) 
Karoli Bros 
Bernard & Henry 
Sidney Page Co 
Rose's Midgets 
(One to fill) 
(13) 
Erlen Sis 
Gordon & Day 
Trado 2 
Bob Fisher 





Baby Rose Marie 


Bernivici Co 





DISON 


NOW IN NEW YORK 
ye BOASBERG 


228 west 47th Street, 
Phone Pennsylvania 6-8600 


HOTEL 
New York 





Allen & Hoover 
Anatole’s Affairs 
Jerome Mann 
(13) 
Seiler & Wills 
Gaston Palmer 
Galli-Rini & Sis 
Ken Murray Co 
Mary Brian 


CINCINNATI 
Albee (20) 
Maurice Colleano 

Peter Higgins 
Joe Herbert Co 
Trini 

Jordan & Woods 
(13) 

Joe Peanuts 
Mills Kirk & L 
Lee Morse 
Allen & Hoover 
Anatole’s Affairs 
Jerome Mann 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (20) 


Seiler & Wills 
Gaston Palmer 
Galli-Rini & Sis 
Ken Murray Co 


Mary Brian 
(13) 
Neal Sis 


Runaway 4 
Gloria Foy Co 





Borah Minnevitch 
Johnny Perkins 


KANS AS CITY 
Keith's (20) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimac’s Orch 
(13) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 
LINCOLN 
Stuart (20) 
Nice Florio & LL 
Donovan Girls & B 
(13) 
Eddie White 
Enrico Th'dore & N 


TOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (20) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
Emil Boreo 
B babes? a Fays 
13 


Chas Carrer 
Irene Vermillion 
Jack McLallen 


LOUISVILLE 

Keith's (20) 
Zelday Bros 
Bernard & Henry 
Webb & Lane 
Frank Richardson 
Rose’s Midgets 





Atlanta, 


RYAN and NOBLETTE 
Ga.—‘‘Miss Noblette’s singing of a com. 
edy song was worth the price of admission alone.” 


—Raiph T. Jones. 





105th St. (20) 
Rosette & Luttman 
Bud Harris 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Devito & Denny 
(13) 
Gloria Tee Co 
Victor Oliver 
Nan Halperin 
Cass Mack & Owen 
DALLAS 
Keith’s (20) 
Tita Wales 
Harry Del Marr Rv 
(13) 


Lido Ladies 
Coscta & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 
DAVENPORT 
Keith’s 
Ist half (20-23) 
Betty Lou Webb 
Ray Hughes & P’m 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
(One to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
Fiochi Tr 
Carlena Diamond 
George McKay Co 
Frank Radcliff Co 
24 half (17-19) 
Nice Florio & L 
Lytell & Fant 
Donovan Girls & B 
Nelson & Knight 
Willie West & McG 
DAYTON 
Keith’s (20) 
Benny Meroff Orch 
13) 
Ebony Follies 
Healy & Cross 
W & G Ahern 


Keith’s (20) 
Robinson & DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 

13) 
Earl Lindsay 
Sid Marion 
Nick Lucas 
4 Ortons 
DES MOINES 
Keith’s 
Ist half (20-23) 
Joe E Howard Co 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
Crystal 3 
Raymond Baird 
Sullivan & Higgins 
Rita Royce Co 


Rev 





2d half (17-19) 
Stearns & Dean 


M: ADISON | 
Keith's 

Ist half (20-23) 
Erlen Sis 
Chester Fredericks 
Fred Sanborne Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (24-26) 


Wilson Kepple & B 
Sybilla Bowhan 
Lewis & Ames 
Stamm & Darnell 
2d half (17-19) 
Dale & Meyers 
Wylie & Young 
Frankie Finn 
Harry Savoy Co 
Betty Jane Cooper 
MILWAUKEE 
Keith’s (20) 
6 Avalons 
Hal Neiman 
Donatella Bros Co 
Barry & Whitlege 
413 


Chapelle & Carlt’n 
Krugel & Robles 
Baby Rose Marie 
Frank Libuse 
Ruiz & Bonita 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’sa (20) 
Chappelle & Carlt'n 
Krugel & Robles 
Rulz & Bonita 
Frank Libuse 
(13) 
3 Orantos 
Morton & Parks 
Don Zelaya 
siving Jewels 
NASHVILLE 
Keith's (20) 
Les Kiicks 
Masters & 
Frank Ri 
H'rrim'n & 
(13) 
Karoli TBros 
Ashley Paige 
Sidney Page Co 
Meyakos 
NEWARK 
Keith's (20) 
Weist & Stanton 
Mills Bros 
(Three to fill) 
(13) 
Mangean Intern'ls 
Rose Perfect 
Sis of the Skillet 
tenny Rubin 
Blanche Calloway 
NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (20) 
Kluting's Co 
Torum Boys 


Grace 
*~hardson 
R'ves 4 





Dodge 2 


Sammy Cohen 


Swan Lucille & @ 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Morris & Campbell 
AKLAND 


Honey Boys 
Wills & Davie 
Marcella’s Ce 
(13) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
Emil Boreo 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
OMAHA 
Keith's (20) 
Earl Lindsay Rev 


Marcella’s Co 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s 

Audrey Wyckoff 
Raymond Wilbert 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Poodles Hannaford 
2d half (24-26) 
Archer & Jackson 
Hutchins & Smith 
Jeanne & Lynton 
2d half (17-19) 
Bob Ripa 
Kay Hamilton 
Johnny Tyrell 
Collins & Petersosm 
SEATTLE 
Keith’s (20) 
Fortunelio & Cirill 





Hope Vernon 





Dir.: Wm. Diamond, 


BLACKSTONE 


Booked Solid for RKO 


James Plunkett Office 





Sid Marion 
Nick Lucas 


3 Allison Sis 
Dick Hendersoa 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimac’s Orch 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
ist half (20-28) 
DeTorregos 
Nina May McKinl’y 
Lulu McConnell 
Frank Conville 
2d half (24-26) 
Paul Whiteman Co 
2d half (17-19) 
Gotham Rev 





Marty May 
Friedland's 
(13) 
4 Casting Stars 
Chas Melson 
Teck Murdock Ce 
Lee Lee LL & L 
SIOUX CITY 
Keith’s (20) 
Crystal 3 
Raymond Baird 
Sullivan & Higgins 
Rita Royce Co 
SOUTH BEND 


ist half (20-23) 
Zelda Bros 
Scooter Lowry 
Webb & Lane 


Ce 





In F. & M. 


JACK SIDNEY 
HEADLINED 


“Manhattan Idea” 
Dir., CARGILL and DOBSON 





King Bros Cully 

Puck & White 

Bob Albright 

4 Kadex 

PHILADELPHIA 
Keith’s (20) 

Jim McWilliams 

Bernice & Emily 

Reynolds & White 

Joe Besser 

(13) 

Sylvia Clark 

Glad Rags 

Miriam Hopkins Bd 

Major Sharp & M 
PORTLAND 
Keith’s (20) 

Deno & Rochelle 

Ray Huling 

Nelson 

Uyenos 

(1 


Sunkist 
Roy al 


| 





3) 
Van Cello & Mary 


(One to fill) 
SPOKANE 
Keith’s (20) 

Manrgean (Co 

Fred Keating 

Adelaide Hall 

Howard Fine & H 

SPRINGFIELD 
Keith's 
Ist half (20-23) 

Stearns & Dean 

Fred Craig Jr 

Miit Douglas Ce 

West & McGinty 
ST. LOUIS 
Keith’s (19) 

Danny White Co 

Rae & Harrison 

Morton Downey 

Tony Wons 

Jacques Renard Co 

2> 


Colleano Co 








Do 
You 
Need 





GAGS? 
DANCE ROUTINE? 
SPECIAL SONGS? 


Consult HARRY PUCK 

Tailor made song and 

rial written especially to your style 

Room 1014, 1560 Broadway, N. Y. 
Phone BRyant 9-57416 


dance mate- 











Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Chas Ahearn 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (20) 
Downey & Claridge 
Geraldine & Joe 
Cardini 
Carl Nixon Ce 
Gracie Barry 
Alexander & Sant’s 
13) 


Van Lane & V 
Crowell & Allen 
Bill Teelack Co 
Harry J Conley Co 
Reynolds & White 
6 Franklins 

ROCHESTER 

Keith’s (20) 
Olsen a 

1 


) 
Rosette & Luttman 
Bud Harris ~- 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Devito & Denny 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Keith’s 
Ist half (20-23) 





Betty Jane Cooper 
Frankie Finn 


Peter Higgins 
Joe Herbert Co 


Trini 
Jordan & W oods 


Morton & Parke 

Don Zelaya 

Living covets 
(13 


) 
V Rathburn Coe 
Edith Bow 
Dr Rockwell 
Electric $ 
SYRACUSE 
Keith's (20) 
Lander Bros 
Lew Pollock Ce 
Buster West 
(13) 
& Jvuhnsoa 
TACOMA 
Keith’s (20) 
4 Casting Stars 
Chas Melson 
Teck Murdock Ce 
Lee Lee 1. & 
TOLEDO 
Rivoli (20) 
Ebony Co 


Olsen 








“THE 


Week Feb. 


INTERNATIONAL JESTERS” 


CLIFFORD and MARION 


12, Orpheum, 


Boston 








Harry Savoy Co 
(One to fill) 

SAC RAMENTO 
Plaza (20) 
Van Cello & Mary 

Billy Farrell Co 

Yorke & Johnson 

Chas Ahearn 

SALT LAKE CITY 
Plaza (20) 

3 Lordens 


2 








Healy & Cross 

W & G Ahearn 

A & M Havel 

(13) 

6 Avalons 

Hal Neiman 

Baker Dove & A 

Rarry & Whitlege 

Donatella Bros Co 
TORONTO 

Hippodrome (20) 





JEROME MANN 


‘of JEROME MANN a@ great deal 


could be 








written...A revue star of the future’ 
Week Feb. 20—Palace, Chicago, tI. 
Anita Case Benny Davis Co 
Brems Fitz & M (13) 
Ledova 3 Aces & a Queen 
13) Sybilla Bowhan 
Robinson & DeWitt | Oscar Lorraine 
Ada Brown Olivette Co 
Ferry Corwey Chas ‘Slim’ Timblin 
Pop Cameron TROY 
SAN ANTONIO Keith's 
Keith’s (20) ist half (20-23) 
Lido Ladies Johnny Tyrell 
Coscia & Verdi Collins & Peterson 
Kitty Doner (Two to fill) 
Billy Glason 2d half (24-26) 
(13) Audrey Wyckoff 
Kluting’s Co Raymond Wilbert 
Forum Co Annie Judy & Zeke 
Dodge 2 Poodles Hannaford 
Sammy Cohen 2d half (17-19) 





—— 
ROBINSON & DeWITT 


“Set the bill off fast. 


One of the best of its 








kind ever presented here.’’—‘‘Sait Lake Tribune.” 
SAN FRANCISCO [TR & M Dupont 
Golden Gate (20) | Sandy Durson 
Atlas LaMarr & B] Spanglers 
Weaver Bros & E | Chas F 

(13) VANCOUVER 
Yoki Japs Keith's (20) 
Honey Co job Stickney 
Wills & Davia Maker & Tedford 





Picture Theatres | 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (12) 


Guy Lombardo Or 
The Bredwins 

J & E Torrence 
Nicodomus 
Rubinoff 
‘Wayward’ 

Roxy (18) 
Fred Waring’s Or 
Patricia. Bowman 
Evelyn Nair 
3 Girl Friends 
Hemsley Winfield 
‘B'sin’ss & Pleas're’ 

BROOKLYN 

Paramount (12) 
Lilyan Tashman 
Bing Crosby 
Sid Silvers 
Marian Marx 
6 Steppers 
Danny Dare Ceo 
*Wayward’ 

BUFFALO 

Buffalo (12) 
‘Montmartre’ 
Ann Codee 
Jack Valentine 
‘Tomorrow & To’w" 





CHICAGO 
Oriental (19) 
Cab Calloway Orch 
‘Want’d a Mill'n're’ 
DETROIT 
Fisher (12) 

Charles King 
Eduard Werner 
Samuel Banavie 
Michigan (12) 
‘Girl Crazy’ 
‘Tomorrow & To’w' 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (12) 
Mercedes 
Mile Stanton 
‘Bride for Sale’ 
Grand (12) 
Alice Joyce 
Tom Moore 
‘Private Lives’ 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (12) 
Jean Schwarts 
Arthur Ball 
Jean Gary 
Pauline Gaskins 
Virginia M’'cN’ght’n 
Yacopl Fam 
Levan & Boles 
Ace King & Q's 
Whitey Roberts 
Cheaters at Play’ 








Dir.: 


HARRY SAVOY 
Smartly Serving 
NIT-WIT NONSENSE 


LEDDY 


& SMITH 





Cook & Brown 
YONKERS 
w's 
1st half (20-23) 


George Beatty 
Southern Gaieties 


qThree to — 
2d half (24-26) 
Mowatt & Hardy 
Munny King Co 
Sully & Thomas 
(Two to fill) 





Fanchon & Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Adacemy of Music 
ist half (19-22) 

‘All at Sea’ I 

Ben Bard 

Lester & Garson 

June Worth 

Gregory & Raymon 

Matt Brooks 

Sunkist Ens 

Audubon 
2d half (23-2 

‘All at Sea’ I 
Ben Bard 
Lester & Garson 

June Worth 

Gregory & Raymon 
Matt Brooks 

Sunkist Ens 

BROOKLYN 
Fox (19) 

‘Stars of Y’st’rdy” I 

Eva Tauguay 

Corinne 
H Brown 

B Jordan 

Hi Tom Ward 

Tom Kelly 

Rice & Caddy 

Cho Cho 

Freddie Ward 

Harrison Co 

Alex'nd’r & Evelyn 

ATLANTA 
Fox (19) 
‘Hacienda’ I 


5) 








Wilmot & Peters 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Kathleen _Kay 
Sunkist Ens 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (19) 
‘Nursery Rhymes’ I 
Tom Patricola 
Lucille Sis 
Schichtl’'s Co 
Novelty Clinton 
Barbarina Co 
Sunkist Ens 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (18) 
‘Cleanup’ I 
Mills & Shea 
Rhythmettes 
Alexander Callam 
White G'tew'd & W 
Verna Sylvia & R 
Sunkist Ens 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Indiana (19) 
‘Stage Door’ I 
Bob Hall 
Webster & Marino 
Constance Evans 
Harney & Connors 
Vina Zolle 
Sunkist Ens 
JERSEY 
Stanley 
‘Cozy 
Ruth 
Aé&S§&S 


CcITy 
(19) 
Corner’ I 
Roland 
LaMonte 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (20) 

3 Gobs 

Street Singer 

O'Hanlon & Zam 

Jack Read 

Piccianni Tr 
Boulevard 

Ist half (20-23) 

Nellie Breen 

Joe Marks Co 

Jack North 

Gloria Lee & 8 

(One to fill) 


2d half (24-26) 
Esmonde & Grant 
Harry Hershfield 
Pritchard Co 
(Two to fill) 

Orpheum 


1st half (20-23) 
Pirate Queen 
Emmy's Pets 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (24-26) 
Jack North 
Lubin Larry & A 
Ben Ali 
(Two to fill) 

Paradise (19) 
Tyrell & Fawcett 
Bartee & Arden 
4 Flash Devils 
La Vernes 
Paul Keast 
George Kiddon 

State (20) 
Frank Melino 
Billy House Co 
Eddie Lambert Co 
Tiny Town Rev 
(Two to fill) 

BROOKLYN 

Bay Ridge 

Ist half (20-23) 
Kola & Rogers Co 
Ed Miller & H 
Cleveland Co 
Howard Co 

2a half (24-26) 
Joe Marks Co 





Besser & Balfour 
Ross & Edwards 
Nellie Arnaut Co 

Valencia (19) 


Fred Bernard 

Paul Small 

Rita Delano 

Walter Dare Wahl 

Victor Dunne 

ASTORIA, L. L 
Triboro 

Ist half (20-23) 

Nellie Arnaut Co 


Dave Barnum Co 
Bill Telaak 
Sue Carol 
Nick Stuart 
2d half (24-26) 
Willie Solar 
Marian Wilkens Co 
(Three to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Century (20) 
3ob Murphy 
Johnny Hyman 
A & R Samuels 
Dave Tannen 
James Hall 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (20) 
Gruber’s Oddities 
Paul Kirkland Co 
Whiteside A & 
Bingham & Olsen 
(One to fill) 
CLEVELAND 
State (20) 
Ww & J Mandel 
Flo Mayo 
Lucky 7-3 
Mills & Kover 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio (20) 
Jean Harlow 
Bert Frohmaa 
6 Galenos 
Maureen Rio 
Dugan & Hadley 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (20) 
Darlene Walders 





This Week: Crosby 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 


Bros.—Leona Antell 








George Beatty 
Falls Reading & B 


6 
1st half (20- 23) 
C Schenck Co 
Esmonde & Grant 
Harry Hershfield 
Anne Pritchard Co 
2d half (24-26) 
M’nroe & Ad’ms Sis 
Sully & Houghton 
Wally Vernon 
Southern Gaieties 
(One to fill) 
Gates Ave. 
ist half (20-23) 
Loyal's Dogs 
Lionel Kaye 
Sully & Thomas 
M & A Skelly 
2d half (24-26) 
Gladys 
Bill Telaak 
Sue Carol 
Nick Stuart 
Kola & Rogers Co 
(One to fill) 
Metropolitan (20) 
Du Calion 
Lamb & Belitt Co 
Watson Sis 
Dave Jones Co 
(One to fill) 
Pitkin 
Ist half (20-23) 
Marian Wilkens Co 
Mowatt & Hardy 
Francis Renault 
Lubin Larry & A 
2d half (24-26) 
Loyal’s Dogs 
Ed Miller & H 





Hector & Pals 

Berinoff & Charl’te 

Mulroy McN'ce & R 

(Two to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (20) 

5 Arleys 

Turner Bros 

Selle Bennett Co 

Clifford & Marion 

Sylvia Clemence Co 
NEWARK 
State (20) 

Dance Aristocrats 

Donia & Clark 

Primrose Semon Co 

Conrad Nagel 

Joan Marsh 


PITTSBURGH 
Penn (20) 
Joe Cook 
Joe May & D 
Bryant Rains & Y 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (20) 
Ted Claire 
Jerry Co 
Burns & Kissen 
J & M Mason 
Phelps 2 


SYRACUSE 
State (20) 
Gorden Reed & K 
Fred Lightner Co 
Josef Blank Co 
WASHINGTON 
Loew's (20) 
Freda & Palace 
Pasquali Bros 


'Daks Coles & P 








JOY BOY “Thats” 


BOB CARNEY 

















Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH 
Singer's Co Travers & Gray 

(13) Jimmy Lyons 
Fortunello & Cirill Wane & Elis 
Hope Vernon Ebony Scandals 
Marty May 2d half (24-26) 
Friedland Co Sig Franz Co 

WASHINGTON Marion Saki Co 
Keith’s (20) Carl Shaw 

Daro & Costa Kerr & Ensign 
Bobby May Mazzone Keane 
June Carr 2d half (17-19) 
Gus Van Hoffman & Tan 
(One two fill) Moore ! 

(13) os kr ey 
Nellie Arnaut I oe Ails Co 
Hugh Skelly Co \ils Bros 
Lillian Roth 
Lyons & Sardee YOUNGSTOWN 
Rath ros Keiil’s (20) 

YONKERS Th ton 
Keith's od half (17 
Ist half (20-23) Senne Davis co 


| 
| 














A RHYTHMIC RIOT 


Reminiscent of 


NOBODY 


JACK POWELL 


Being Original 
Say LEDDY & SMITH 











Sue Russell 

Hinky & Dinky 

Doyle & Donnelly 

5 Gems 

6 Gordonlans 

Adriana 
BILLINGS 
Fox (23) 

‘Cherry Blossoms’ I 

Frank Gaby 

Eno Co 

Dorothea 

Jue Fong 

Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON 

Metropolitan (19) 

‘La Plaza’ 

Les Gellis 

Brancel & Pals 

Skeeter & Ray 

Chiquita 

Nell Fernandes 





Rector & Doreen 

3 Jays 

Frank Rogers 
LOS ANGELES 
Hollywood (17) 


‘R'ps'dy in Rh'thm’ 
Betty Froos 
Anthony & R&8gers 
Johyyn Bryant 
Crawford & Caskey 
Sunkist Ens 


LOUISVILLE 
Rialto (19) 
‘Fine Feathers’ I 

Ross Wyse Jr 

Novelle Bros 

Fdna Covey 

Emile & Romaine 

Sunkist Ens 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (19) 

‘Swiss Movem'nts’ I 





~ CHRISTENSEN 


BROS. 


AND CO. 


“Creators of the 
Dir.—-Roger E. 


modern ballet’’ 
Murrel Agency 





Lucinda & Ricardo 
Eduardo Delgado 
Agustin Palafox 
Estelita 
Spanish Ens 
BRIDGEPORT 
Palace (19) 
‘Black & White’ I 
Geo D Washington 
Clifton & Brent 
Dully Kramer 
Rose Glesby 
Marie LeFlohie 
Marie Head 
Sunkist Ens 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (19) 
‘Girl Crazy’ 
BUTTE 
Fox 
1st half (18-21) 
‘Cherry Blossoms’ I 
Frank Gaby 
Eno Tr 
Dorothea 
Jue Fong 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (19) 
‘Slavique’ I 
Sam Hearn 
4 Clovers 
Brock & Thompson 
Pallenberg'’s Bears 
Patsy Marr 
Laurell & Ted 
LaVonne Sweet 
Sunkist Ens 





L hate. Boys 
Billy Dooley 
Frances IL.ee 
Wilfred DuBols 
Bert Prival 
Jos Pope Jones 
Sunkist Ens 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (19) 
‘Carmenesque’ I 
O’Gorman Bros 
Rose Valyda 
Raye Sax 
3 Matadors 
3 Madrinas 
Anita Lou 
Sunkist Ens 
MOBILE 
Saenger (19) 
‘Dream House’ I 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Masters & Gauthier 
Ben Omar 
Louis Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (19) 
‘Gay Vienna’ I 
Duci de Karekjarte 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland Rev 
Torney Ens 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (19) 
‘Circus Days’ I 
Bee Starr 
Nelson's Co 





~ EXCLUSIVELY Y DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


BEN ROCK 





BROADWAY AT 50TH STREET 





“ Pasadion 
‘Manhattan’ I 
Jack Sidney 
Swor & Goode 
Bruno Weise 3 
Jack Lester 
Lucille 
Sunkist Ens 

Tivoli (19) 
‘Carnival’ I 
taynor Lehr 
Teddy the Bear 
Andresens 
Cropley & Violet 
Torney Ens 

Uptown (19) 
Arthur Lake Co 
\ Petley Co 
Nash & Fately 
Tibonati 3 
Gautier Co 

DALLAS 

Palace (19) 
On Parade’ I 
Natacha Nattova 
! Flushers 
Paul Sydell 
Joe Rose 
Sunkist Ens 
DETROIT 
Fox (19) 
pes’ I 
Presslar & Klaiss 
Aaron Sis 
Har Moore 
Taylor 
: naton 


ir 


’ + Fins 
FORT WORTH 
Worth (19) 

t n Tavs’ I 
1 Santley 
Jaci & Q en 


| Buddy & Gret 





St. Leon Co 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Sayton Co 
NEWARK 
Branford (19) 
‘Modern Minstrels’ 
Tyler Mason 
Bruce Jordan 
3 Pace Boys 
Harry Van 
Mark Nelson 
Esther Campbell 
ann Ens 
JAKLAND 
Paramount (17) 
‘'S Race I 
rank 
Glenn 
Adam 
Chief Cle ee 
Kanazawa 
PHILADE L. P HIA 
Fox (19) 
‘About Town’ 
T & A Waldman 
Max Co 
Ben Dova 
Paul Olsen 
Joe Pasco 
Sunkist Fins 
r HOENIX 
Fox (19) 
rrow s <tars’ 
& Walker 
Miles 


Fossen 


Sy nks 
& Jenkins 


sg Sis 


‘Tom 
Bernie 
Mary 

Zelma 


Chiyo Kad 


(Continued on page 75) 














Abram: 
Agnew, 


cago. 
Albert, 
n. Y. C. 
Allen, 
York, N. 
Alsdorf 
Almaro 
Amidor 
Anders 
Jand, Ore 
Appel, 
Armbrt 
Arcadiz 
Addison 
Arnhei 
rison H. 
Aster, 
igan Avé 
Astoria 


Raffa, 
Bailey, 
Stream, 
Baird, 
Baldwi 
Ballew 
Reach, } 
Bard, . 
Barnar 
Mich. 
Rarrin} 
Rartlet 
Rarton 
Barsle} 
tank, L. 
Basile, 
N. J. 
Rastiat 
Raver, 
N;. ¥. 
Raum, 
Baum. 
Bay § 

Coh 
Reale, 
Beckle 
Del. 
Reeche 
Belase 
Renav' 
3ennet 
House, 
Berge, 
i @ 


St 


Berger 
burgh. 
Rergin 
Rernie 
Bernie 
524 St., 
Restor 
Binghe 
Rissett 
Bittick 
eles 
Blaufa 
Blde., C 
Bloom, 
Bide., € 
Blume 
cago. 
Boling 
5ist St.. 
Rorow: 
Bowley 
Mass. 
Royle. 
Brandi 
nu. ¥. C 
Brand 
Lansing. 
Breesk 
Brigod 
B'way 
troit. 
Brodie 
dale, N., 
Brouds 
Rrowe 
cisco, 
Brown 
Aa. 
Brusil 
Brvan' 
Haute, 
Buck, 
Bucke’ 
Akron, | 
Ruffar 
Cal. 
Bulosk 
Bunch 
Burk, 
Burke. 
Burke’ 
H., Kin 
Rurne 
Burtn 
cago, T 
Burns. 
wich, O 
Butch 
Butler 
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Tuesday, February 16, 1932 











News From the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 








On contention of the Eltinge man- 
isement that its show was vaude- 
ville and not burlesque, Magistrate 
Harris dismissed the charges 
against four employees of the house 
arrested for alleged Sunday viola- 





tion, 
Philharmonic - Symphony orch 
tells Brooklynites they must raise 


$5,000 or elso no concerts next sea- 
son. 


Helen Lambert included in the 
roundup at the Excelsior club, E. 
56th street, where the feds found 24 
bottles. Miss Lambert was hostess, 
so she drew a green taxi. 


Rose Tapley, pioneer of the old 
Vitagraph stock, has been given a 
part in ‘Zombie.’ 





Loew theatre, at 3d avenue and 
i2d street, will have a staff of 105. 


Dorothy Knapp filed a motion in 
the Supreme Court to compel Jus- 
tice Hammer to listen to the fur- 
ther tale of her mental sufferings to 
bolster her plea for $250,000 from 
Mrs. F. C. Penfield for dismissal 
from ‘Fioretta.’ 





Roxy outlines drama and music 
school at Radio City with room 
and board as low as $10 a week for 
pupils. 


Billy Minsky celebrating the fact 
that he has lasted a whole year on 
Broadway. 





Steel work on RKO building at 
Radio City completed last week. 
First. 





City Magistrate Ford declines to 
pass on the morality of 13 mags 
brought into court by an asst. D. A. 
Holds it to be no part of the judicial 
duties to act as censor, but merely 
to pass upon charges. D. A. di- 
rected to file a brief enumerating 
what he believes to be objectionable. 


Simon Wolfe, mgr. of the Am- 
phion theatre stock co., a Jewish 
troupe, protested to the Brooklyn 
Supreme Court that there was 
nothing wrong in his attentions to 
members of the co. and that his 
wife, Rose, was not entitled to ali- 
mony as retaliation for his courte- 
sies to Katie Kaplan and Yetta 
Swerling. But the court slapped $40 
a week on him, though Wolfe pro- 
tested the entire troupe could not 
raise that much money. 


Tenth Little Theatre contest to 
open May 2. Theatre not yet picked. 
Short plays the first week and full 
lengths the second. 


Elsie Janis headed a parade in 
Tarrytown, N. Y., last week to mark 
the 15th anniversary of a_ bank. 
Marched with the mayor, 


Paderewski concert in Mad. Sa. 
Garden for benefit of unemployed 
musicians drew $35,000. 


Tom Van Dyke. switching from 
drama to the dance. Managing 
Harry Losee. 


Dial enthusiasts who have gone 
in for short-wave sets in the ex- 
pectation of being able to listen in 
on police broadcasts when started 
are in a spot. Cops will use code, 





Al Penn, orch leader, was passing 
a shoe store last Wed. and noticed 
that the clerk was being held up. 
Hurrying back to the restaurant he 
had just left he summoned a police- 
man, dining there. Resulted in the 
arrest of the alleged thief. 


Suit of Irma Schubert, of the 
stage, against Dr, Jos. Muir for 
150,000 has been settled out of 
court. 


Luther Nieman, musician, of At- 
lantie City, won a verdict of $15,000 
against Clement Esen, of Phila. 
Cars collided and Nieman’s thumb 
so badly malformed he is no longer 
able to play musical instruments. 





Police after bookmakers who offer 
odds on the hockey games at Mad. 
Sq. Garden. Arrested two last week 
who were held for special sessions 
in $500 bail each. 





Kate Smith visited Pres, Hoover 
Wednesday and was thanked for 
her kindness to the disabled vets. 
Playing a date in the capital and a 
home town gal. 


Playchoice picks 
play of the month, 


‘Alibi’ as the 





‘Zoom’ will be known as ‘Happy 
Landing’ when it opens in Boston. 


29 
—e. 





‘Great Miracle,’ playing downtown 


at the National theatre, to be made 
into a picture by Sidney M. Goldin. 
Will be in Yiddish. 


Dorothy Gish recovered from her 





attack of grippe and back in 
Bride.’ 
Frances Rich, Irene Rich’s 


daughter, given screen test by U. 





Joe Zelli sails for Paris after 
writing checks for $35,000 on ‘Papa- 
vert’ play. 


Margery Ardell, actress, identified 
in General Sessions one of two men 
who working the old delivery gag 
got into her department and after 
binding her and the maid got away 
with $13,000 in jewelry. She is the 
divorced wife of Franklin Ardell, 


Phyllis Emerson, show girl, is su- 
ing Nathan B. Stern for breach of 
promise. Claims he persuaded her 
to leave the ‘Vanities,’ of 1928, in- 
troduced her to his mother and 
then went cold in his devotion. 
Stern was examined before trial last 
Wed. to ascertain his financial 
status. He was pessimistic in the 
extreme as to his financial outlook, 
but Miss Emerson contends differ- 
ently. 


Ethel Geiger, former musical 
comedy player, had her husband, 
Eugene Geiger, night club owner, 
arrested for desertion. Had been 


paying her $60 a month for years, 
following a separation, but dropped 
this when she raided his bungalow 
at City Island and started a divorce 
suit on evidence obtained. 

Will Rogers back home and 
hopped immediately to Washington 
to confer with Pres. Hoover. 

Mary Jane Barrett has been made 
urderstudy for ‘Whistling in the 
Dark’ in which hev husband, Ernest 
Truex, is the star. 


James J. Corbett, in the hospital 
for observation, given an oke. 


Pleading statute of limitations 
and at the same time questioning 
the jurisdiction of the court, J. J. 
Shubert contested his wife’s suit in 
the Supreme Court asking for the 
support of herself and their son, 
J. J. Shubert, Jr. 
She recites that in 1916, eight 
months before she divorced the pro- 
ducer, she was induced ‘by threats 
and duress’ to sign a separation 
agreement under the terms of which 
she was to receive $100,000 in an- 
nual payments of $7,500. This has 
been paid and spent, she says, and 
she is without funds, 

Her claim is that at the time of 
signing the agreectnent she was in 
neither physical nor mental condi- 
tion to consider her act. Says her 
husband is enjoying an income of 
$160,000 annually. Divorce, granted 
on grounds of extreme cruelty, car- 
ried no provision for support, owing 
to the previous settlement, 


Earl Carroll in court to explain 
why an injunction should not be 
issueG against further use of a 
building on 49th street tunneled to 
provide an additional exit from his 
theatre. Owner says Carroll is four 
months shy in his rent and holding 
off for a reduction. 





Louise Brooks, a film favorite of 
the pre-talker era, a bankrupt. Has 
$11,969 liabilities and only assets 
her wearing apparel. Fomer wife 
of Eddie Sutherland, director. 





Franco-American society asks 
that some digs against France be 
eliminated from ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ 
but French Consul General says 
that France does the same thing, 
so why object? 


O. P. Heggie will desert the film 
studios for the theatre, appearing 
in ‘They Didn't Mean Any Harm,’ 


Fay Norman of musical comedy 
has Herman Starke, owner of the 
apartment where she lives, in court 
on charge he tore her pyjamas ina 
roughhouse attempt to collect the 
rent. Starke suys ‘tain’t so. Judg 
will decide. 





Milton Aborn’s company to cele- 
brate completion of a year in N. Y. 
eb. 22, Did 17 lieht operas in 52 
weeks, 

Connie’s Inn Revue going bur- 
lesque. Minsky gets ’em for a week. 





Baron IL. von Grona asking $100,- 
000 from Fanchon & Marco for cop- 
ping his ‘Spirit of the Dance.’ 
Claims they did it before he could 
get his own show before the pub- 
lic. Leo Zimmerman and Connie 
Pasley also named in his papers as 
abetting. 


The ‘Graphic’ the other day ran 





a picture of ‘Fanchon, Marco and 


ytheir daughter.’ Producing team 
are brother and sister with Mike 
Marco married and the father of 
three. 





Evelyn Nesbitt, suffering from 
pneumonia at her Atlantic City 
home, on the road to recovery. 





Fed squads on the rampage 
Thursday (11) under the new raid- 
and-ruin policy. Hopped 30 places 
and did damage to the extent of 
about $125,000. New raids are not 
for violation of 18th amendment, 
but under the old revenue act 
which permits confiscation or de- 
struction where non-tax-paid liquor 
may be found. 


Referee hears the plaint of Mrs. 
Graham McNamee. She and Ralph 
Sumpter, actor, told of a visit to 
McNamee’s penthouse and Mrs. Mc- 
Namee denied the hint of collusion. 
teferee will report back to the 
court when he has digested the evi- 
dence. Announcer is paying $1,000 
monthly alimony. 


Will of late Wm. Hodge filed for 
probate by his widow, named ex- 
executrix. Real estate involved is 
about $163,000 with more than 
$1,000 in personal property. 


Eddie Cantor begins stockhold- 
er’s suit in Delaware against Gold- 
man-Sachs Trading Corp., charg- 
ing that due to mismanagement his 
holdings of $333,000 shrunk to 
about $7,000. Asks a receivership, 
naming 18 respondents including 
present and past members of Gold- 
man-Sachs. Also asks for receiver- 
ship for Central States Electrical 
Corporation. 


Theatre Guild will move ‘Electra’ 
to the Alvin Feb. 29 to permit 
‘Moon’ to come into the Guild the- 
atre, 


Geo. P. Baker of Yale drama de- 
partment, paints out that five of the 
plays to reach B'way this season 
are the work of his pupils. 

Just before he sailed for the U. 8S. 
the late Edgar Wallace took out a 
life insurance policy for £10,000. 
Policy had still 10 days to run at 
the time of his death. 


Drive headed by Walter Dam- 
rosch to raise $300,000 for unem- 
ployed musicians has reached $1990,- 
081. Drive will be continued for an 
additional fortnight. 


Mary Kennedy, wife of Deems 
Taylor, will drop from cast of ‘Bar- 
retts.’ Unwilling to take to the road 
owing to the illness of her daugh- 
ter. Myra Hampton will assume 
the part. 





Albert Carillo, Argentine actor, 
asking $200,000 from Audrey Dale 
for a broken nose, shifts his com- 
plaint to name Wm. L. Royall, in- 
surance man. Says he went to call 
on Miss Dale (not the actress of 
that name) and was met by Royall, 
who biffed him. - Royall maintains 
he wasn’t even near Miss Dale's 
apartment at the time mentioned. 





Louis Calhern back in ‘Brief Mo- 
ment’ until Douglas Gilmore, who 
succeeded him, recovers from an 
illness which took him out of the 
cast Wed. (10). 


Cy Landry’s claim against Aarons 
& Freedly goes over a week owing 
to illness of an arbiter, 


Sam Gumpertz sends word from 
Sarasota that the Coney Island Eden 
Musee, recently destroyed by fire, 
will be replaced in time for summer 
opening. 


Jack Gordeau Agency, Ltd., suing 
Russ Columbo, Russco Corp., NBC, 
Lambert Co., Paramount Publix and 
Skouras Theatre for injunction and 
accounting. Claims to have an ex- 
clusive contract with the singer, 
dated June 21 of last year, which he 
is alleged to have breached, 





After two weeks of deep thought 
Flea Circus is held to be proper 
Sunday entertainment. Violation 
charges dismissed in Jefferson Mar- 
ket court. Goes for the rest of the 
musuem show, too. 


Geraldine Farrar announces her 
positive retirement from the concert 
stage, But will continue on radio. 


Rosette Anday, of Vienna opera, 
to marry Baron von Ketschendorf in 
New York Feb. 16. 


Moss Hart sails Feb. 25 for Eu- 
rope. Expects to be gone about two 
months and will finish drama on 
which he has been working. 





Louise Brooks, who is. going 
through bankruptcy with clothes her 
only asset, started on a Bermuda 
trip last Saturday (13). 


Walter Winchell traveling with a 
police guard at his own request. He 
also has a couple of huskies as a 
private bodyguard to supplement the 
cop assigned, Says gangsters are 
after him, 


Reported that the intention of 
Ear] Carroll to produce a new ‘Vani- 
ties’ is due to his desire to shrink 
salaries. 





Wm. Demarest 


the run of the play. They refuse to 
take a cut and he cannot oust them 
without getting into frouble with 
Equity. Figures it cheaper to pro- 
duce a version at least 50% new 
than to keep on paying. Al Trahan 
may head new show. 





Alfred E. Aarons and Dick Burn- 
side to try old musical comedy hits 
at Moss’ Broadway at a $2 top. First 
will be ‘Pink Lady’ in about two 
weeks, 


Bill Morrissey threatens a spring 
production of a play based on the 
life of Rudy Vallee. 


Vice Chancellor Church of New 
Jersey refuses to halt the raids on 
Plainfield theatres open Sundays. 
Finds clear violation of the law. 
Questions as to the validity of the 
1874 statutes must be referred to 
Common Pleas. They were opened 
and pinched again last Sunday (14). 


Lee Shubert back from Florida. 


Dame May Whitley, in ‘There's 
Always Juliet,’ making her first 


American appearance in 20 years. 
Last seen here with Viola Allen. 


‘Good Companions’ ended its run 
in Toronto Sat. 


Mary Ellis may go back to light 


opera if she can find a suitable 
script. Reading now. 
Joseph Urban has an exhibit of 


some of his architectural models at 
the Architectural League. Not so 
well known as an architect, but he 
has done several buildings. 

Crosby Gaige’s Co. in ‘House 
3eautiful’ ends its road tour but will 
subway for a few weeks before final 
closing. 


‘Graphic’ offering two tickets to 
see Harry Hershfield at the State to 
anyone contributing a gag he can 
use in his new col, in the paper. 





Radio opera broadcasts going in- 
ternational, ‘Caponsacchi’ will be 
broadcast from Frieburg, Germany, 
Feb. 18, and ‘Das Herz’ will come in 
from Berlin the following day. 


Maj. Bowes, of Capitol, leaves for 
Florida tomorrow (Wed.) to recu- 
perate from a long illness. Will be 
accompanied by Mrs. Bowes. 

Another chapter in the love tan- 
gles of Lila Harris Bell was revealed 
in New York Supreme Court last 
week when Mrs. Margaret Hawks- 
worth Bell was examined before 
trial in the suit for alienation 
brought by Mrs. Lila Bell, who as- 
serts she is the common-law wife of 


James E. Bell and that the then 
Miss Hawksworth, dancer, bought 


his love with a string of polo ponies. 
She is asking $250,000. 


Fog held the Berengaria at her 
pier (Friday (12) a day beyond the 
starting time of a weekend cruise, 
and over 200 passengers canceled 
their bookings and walked off the 
ship. About 950 remained aboard, 
with the trip extended a day to per- 
mit the run to be made to Bermuda. 


Valentine Schuck, retired mer- 
chant of Westwood, N. J., found 
dead in the aisle of the Westwood 
theatre following the matinee Fri- 
day (12). Believed to have suffered 
a stroke and fractured his skull] in 
falling. 





———— Ss 
Mid 
id-West 
Orpheum, Ottawa (IIL), burneg 


to the ground, damage esti 
$125,000, : — 





Harry Moir, Jr., and his gir) 
friend, Verda Weir, were Branted 
continuances until Feb. 19, when 
arraigned in Chicago Felony Court, 
Both are charged with being ace 
cessories to robbery and a Statutory 
offense, 





Cyrena Van Gordon, soprano of 
the Chi Civic Opera, is about to 
wed again. This time it’s Howard 
Dunham Smfth, millionaire of New 
York and San Francisco. Miss Gore 
don’s last venture was with Dr 
Shirley Munns, Chicago doctor, ~ 


Golden Lily cafe, Chicago, demo}. 
ished by fire that ruined the entire 
building. Estimated loss totals 
$30,000. 


Medical science is baffled in the 
case of Clyde Beatty, Hagenback. 
Wallace animal trainer, bitten by q 
lion recently at Peru, Ind. Infection 
called denysz virus set in and medie« 
cos can't figure it out, claiming it's 
unknown in humans, although com. 
mon in animals, 


St. Louis Art League putting on 
a series of Saturday night thumb. 
box plays, from original manu. 
scripts, at the old courthouse. 


Suit for an accounting of assets 
brought by Gordon Burnett, Atlanta 


(Ga.) theatre man, against the 
Inter-State Amusement Co. of St, 
Louis, was dismissed in federal] 
court of the latter city. Federal 


Judge Faris held that Burnett had 
no cause for action. Burnett's peti- 
tion alleged the Inter-State concern 
owed him $385,416 on notes cover- 
ing one of his theatres in Birming- 
ham. Court held that the notes are 
not due. ‘ 


Undetermined blaze destroyed the 
Audubon (la.) ‘News’ office, cause 
ing damage estimated at $4,500, 


J. A. Mathews, publisher of the 
‘American News’ at Aberdeen, S. D,, 
and H. C. Anderson, editor of the 
paper, are up on contempt of court 

(Continued on page 66) 





Forcing Mex-Mades 


Mexico City, Feb. 12. 

Petitions ‘that they be given 
juicy breaks in the way of pref- 
ential exhibitions in all Mexican 
movie houses of the four native 
production companies have been 
heeded by Rafael R. Melgar, pres- 
ident of the nationalistic campaign 
committee. 

He has asked President Pascual 
Ortiz Rubio to fix it so that laws 
demanding all picture houses ex- 
hibit made in Mexico films at least 
once weekly, be strictly enforced. 
Melgar avers Mexicans are now 
too much influenced by American 
talkers, 

Petition avers American picture 
producers clean up from $2,500,000 
to $4,000,000 annually in Mexico, 
which contributes to upsetting the 
economic balance. 
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slovakia, and the Americans, 


Levy. 
nomination for Governor of New 
reports. 
considered certain as the party's 


trips that 2-for-l’ing became a 


rooms were thrown open for two 





He has Will Mahoney and} 


400, 
the red. 


Pro Tennis Catching 

The traveling professional tennis ‘circus’ under the direction of Jack 
Curley and Bert Cortelyou will tour to the southwest and is due on the 
Metro lot April 4, where a new series of tennis pictures will be filmed. 

Saturday (20) Tilden will be opposed by Hans Nussheim at the Garden, 
25% of the receipts going to the committee for unemployment relief, at 
The German, Nussheim, is the only visiting pro who has given 
Tilden a real fight for the championship. 
and Saturday’s match will decide the title. 

Smaller stands are going for pro tennis in a big way, as indicated at 
Paterson, N. J., recently, where $8,700 was grossed in an armory. 

Also in the pro tennis stable although not in all the exhibitions are 
tomain Najub, Prussia; Albert Burke, England; Karel Kozeluth, Czechoe 
Francis 
Bruce Barnes, Robert Sellers and J. 


Both have scored two wins 


T. Hunter, Vincent Richards, 


Emmett Pare. 


Levy For Gov? 
Tammany Hall may spring a surprise by bringing forth Samuel D. 
Borough president of Manhattan, as a candidate for Democratic 
York 
Levy, rather than Lieut. Gov. Herbert H, Lehman, heretofore 


this fall, according to inside 


‘andidate to succeed Franklin D. 


F oosevelt, is said to be the present choice of many of the Hall’s leaders. 

However, Lehman, a partner in Lehman Brothers, bankers, interested 
in the picture business, undoubtedly will have strong support for the 
nomination from former Gov. Smith, who first brought him to public 
attention, and from upstate and independent forces. 





Marine Two-for-Ones 
Canal boat voyages from coast to coast have been so bad on some 
common 
people 
accommodations for minimum fares are not uns ommon, also. 

An idea of the gross may be had from one liner having 70 first class 
|; passengers out of a possible 400, and 82 tourist cabin fares of anol cr 
If it weren't for the cargo shipping, the line would be plenty i9 
Freight, too, has been considerably off. 
under contract for} westbound right now than east. 


Connecting state- 
Maximum 


practice, 
in place of one. 


Gross is much better 
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Taxi Huts Heat Biz With Svecial 
Nites and Steerers on Commish 


4 





Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Taxi dancehalls, which were sup- 
posed to have been buried snugly 
last year by the police, have popped 
up againg, louder and hotter than 
ever. They formerly used to be con- 
tent to work on the whisper, away 
from the loop. Now they’re opera- 
ting right on the hot alley, or, if 
spotted off the crossroads, have a 
staff of steerers down in the loop 
to give the lonely boys the tip. 

Business so far is good, but com- 
petition is building daily as new 
huddle-joints open up to grab a 
handful of the taxi mazum. In the 
loop alone seven spots are going 
the blast, mostly in office buildings. 
These buildings, which a year or so 
ago, would have chilled to any 
notion or having a taxi-hut in its 
eorridors, are shutting their eyes 
to any evils of the pay-as-you- 
gtruggle joints, 

On the edge of the loop are a 
dozen or so more, All are hitting 
it on their old policy; hostesses at 
a dime a crack, some hotter, some 
eooler. They were cooler at first. 

Down in the loop as the midnight 
whistle rolls around, the taxi joint 
steerers take their stance on the 
eorners, a dozen or so representa- 
tives on every corner, They rush 
the lonely boys, sticking their fists 
full of tickets, offering all varieties 
ef price and entertainment induce- 
ments. Most of the tickets offer 
free admission. Many are for the 
first dance, others have other cut- 
trate schemes. 


Prize Chatter 


But other than the dueats, the 
ehatter that the steer-boys pump 
into the customer’s ears is the 
prize-stuff. Steerers are surefire in 
their sales psychology and have talk 
to fit all situations. One of the best 
of ’em has a line that goes ‘Keep 
this under your hat, tut tonight 
ts Harem night. I don’t know just 
what that means, but that’s what 
they told me to tell you. Figure it 
out for yourself,’ Other guys have 
ether labels for their nights; ori- 
ental, romance, girl of your dreams, 
artists and models, beauty auction, 
studio, etc. Besides there is just 
‘Special Night.” Steerers for some 
spots state that they’ve found this 
is the best sucker come-on label, 
especially when they give ’em the 
low-down wink at the same time. 

Many of the joints make good on 
their steerer promisee, and give the 
eustomer what he came looking for. 
This blow-off stuff, however, doesn’t 
take place in the regular taxi-hovel, 
but is usually upstairs, or out of the 
building entirely. 

This extra show is beginning to 
loom as the real money-making 
angle of the local taxi biz. 

Steerers rate from 1c to 25c for 
each customer they send around. 
Most of the tickets are marked with 
a letter or number on back to iden- 
tify the steerer, but even with this 
they tell the customer to tell ‘em 
‘M sent you up’ or ‘No. 8 took care 
of you.’ 





Grapplers’ Sea Jump 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

George Godfrey, colored heavy- 
Weight prizefighter has’ turned 
Wrestler and with Wladek Zbyszko 
and Ego Kharkowski will make a 
Wrestling tour of Europe. Grap- 
plers will be managed by Andres de 
Sezurola, former opera singer and 
now picture actor. 

Intention is to introduce American 
style of wrestling and meet all 
comers. They open in Paris. Euro- 
pean coin figured easier to get if 
touring troupe was vart colored. 

Parties were gotten together by 
I. M. Sackin, attorney, company in- 
cluding Billy McLain, who goes 
along as trainer. 





No Hoofing on G. W.’s 200th 
Weymouth, Mass., Feb. 15. 
Morey Pearl, baton waver, was 
denied a license to conduct a Wash- 
le 8 birthday morning dance in 
= ballroom. Pearl wanted to 
trae the dancing right after mid- 
night, but the board of selectmen 
Said nix. 
_Dec-sion came after clergyman 
Said tne 200th anniversary of G. W. 


oo & poor time for such a good 
me 


: 








Not a Guest 





Ed Sullivan, ‘Graphic’ col- 
umnist, is off gratuities from 
night clubs, special parties, 
banquets or other functions, 
with a view to protecting him- 
self against any feeling of 
obligation. 

Decision to pay his way is 
personal with Sullivan and is 
the outcome of the _ recent 
Casino fireworks in ink, 


Pa. Cops Charged with 
Attempted Shakedown of 
2 Marathon Promoters 














Easton, Pa., Feb. 15. 

Alleging that $200 was demanded 
from them for conducting a mara- 
thon dance in Sans Souci Park, 
Hanover Township, George Schwor- 
er of Willow Grove, Pa., and J. H. 
Evans of Chicago, who said they 
operate under the name of Key- 
stone Amusement Enterprises, 
charged Justice of the Peace John 
J. Sullivan and Constable Russell 
Haefele as being the twv public of- 
ficials who demanded that sum 
for protection, so that the mara- 
thon could be continued on Sun- 
days. 

The charge was made before 
Judge W. A. Valentine in the Lu- 
zerne County court house. Accord- 
ing to Schworer and Evans, all ar- 
rangements had been completed for 
the marathon and it was broadcast 
through Station WBAX, when they 
were informed that there was a 
warrant sworn out for them. They 
were not shown the warrant, how- 
ever, but were advised to go to 
Sullivan's office. 

When they arrived at the office 
the $200 was demanded, to be paid 
at once, they allege. The state po- 
lice were then notified and the of- 
ficials were arrested. 

Schworer and Evans said they 
had been marathon dance promoters 
about six months, 


DOG BIT WIFE 


Husband Brought Him Home, She 
Says—Wants Divorce 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 
Lew Werner, manager of the 
Park Plaza hotel, New York, is be- 
ing sued for divorce here by Helen 


Weinberg. Werner’s name is legal- 
ly Louis I. Weinberg. 
Mrs. Weinberg charges cruelty, 


saying her husband kicked her on 
one occasion. On another he 
brought in a chow dog that bit her 
in the leg. Then they separated. 





Lopez Boys Injured 


Worcester, Mass., Feb. 15. 

Four members of Vincent Lopez’ 
orchestra were injured in an auto- 
mobile accident here when their cai 
skidded and crashed against a 
pole. 

Stanley Davis, 25, the driver, suf- 
fered lacerations to the left hand 
and head, The left thigh of L. 
Kenneth Sargent, 25, was injured. 
Robert T. Jones, 26, suffered in- 
juries to his back and right foot, 
and Howard Hall, 25, was cut over 
the right eye. , 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Sweeney Hamil, 
son, at Polyclinic hospital, New 
York, Feb. 7. Father is with Doro- 
thea and Jaekete; mother is one of 
the Real Sisters. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Kahal, 
daughter. Father is a Warner 
songwriter. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Harold Kennedy, 
Feb. 2 in New York, daughter. 
Father is the pianist with Jerry and 
her Baby Grands. 


MARRIAGES 


Josephine Sexton to Ken Porter, 
Roach studio publicity head, today 
(15) in Los Angeles. Mrs. Sexton 
an actress, and ex-wife of Al Sex- 
ton, musical juvenile. 

John Considine, film producer, to 
Carmen Pantages in Hollywood Feb. 
14. 

Tom Mix to Mabel Hubbell, pro- 
fessionally Mabel Ward, aerialist, at 
Yuma, Ariz., Feb. 15 
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LIGNEMARE A SUICIDE, 
VICTIM OF BREAKDOWN 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 





William de  Lignemare, well 
known in New York as general 
manager for ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ 


committed suicide by hanging him- 
self here last Thursday (11). He 
was despondent as the result of a 
nervous collapse about a year ago. 
Born in Roumania, he was decorated 
that country’s Legion of 
Honor. Surviving are his mother, 
who upon her second marriage be- 
came the Countess de 
and a half brother, both residing in 


Amiens, France. 
Anne Nichols who wrote and pro- 
duced ‘Abie’ made de Lignemare 


a year after it began making the 
world’s run record in New York. 
Last summer Miss Nichols took him 
to the coast to recuperate from an 
intestinal ailment, de Lignemare 
being taken aboard and from the 
boat on a stretcher. That was in 
return for his ‘solicitude when she 
was seriously ill abroad several 
years ago. They were reported en- 
gaged some time ago, but that was 
never verified. 

De Lignemare 
in his apartment. 
of age. 


Annual Talk of 
Another Mayfair, 
But for Charity 


Usual mid-winter rumors are 
around of the intentions of New 
York legit players to found a club 
in opposition to John Rumsey’s well 
established Mayfair. Latter holds 
forth weekly in the Crystal Room 
at the Ritz. 

What seems to have steamed up 
the legit elites on the prospect is 
information from Coast deciples 
who claim that the Hollywood May- 
fair gatherings showed a profit of 
$3.50 a head on a $10 per plate 
charge for a full course dinner. The 
New York Mayfair charges $7.50 
and merely serves a light supper. 
Coast price is also now $7.50. 

These social Mayfair hours are 
different on both Coasts, too, In 
the east the clans don’t gather Sat- 
urday nights until around midnight. 
Out west, at the Biltmecre hotel in 
L. A., the Mayfair is but a monthly 
event so the entire evening is given 


committed suicide 
He was 43 years 








over to the affair, members gen- 
erally figuring upon a 9 o’clock 
dinner. 


Profits of tie Coast Mayfair are 
turned over to the Motion Picture 
Relief Fund and are said to be suf- 
ficient to care for 100 families. This 
is an inspiring point to the east- 
erners and their plan for such a 
club. The talked of intention is to 
try the Saturday night scheme at 
some exclusive Manhattan resort 
with anything above the overhead 
to go to the Actors’ Fund or a 
similar organization. 

The faction which happened to 
broach the idea spent the past week 
dodging phone calls from would be 
promoters of the project who, in 
some way, learned of the proposal. 


vice president of the company about 


Varennes, | 
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Cent-a-Dance Spot Looks Bargain, 
But 23d St. Hall Has Its System 


i 





1 00% Bust 


Peter Mayer, the 17-year-old 


college-going son of Arthur 
Mayer, was given an essay to 
do on ‘Hamlet.’ Pete, a ‘Va- 


riety’ reader, thought he would 


do it in the manner of a ‘Va- 
riety’ review. 
His review started with a 


description of Bill Shakespeare 
and how he had lost out on 
the royalty edge by going high 
brow, winding up with the dis- 
posal of ‘Hamlet’ as a ‘flop 
show without b.o.’ 

When young Pete’s theme 
came back from the prof it re- 
vealed a complete 0, 











How Swank Succumbs 
In L. A.; Cut-Rates In, 
Then the Pitchmen 


Los Angeles, Feb. 16. 
‘Miracle Mile’ Wilshire 
is becoming daily more like 
than a class 

All sorts of 
pitch rackets are being dressed up 
to catch the passing motorist. 

Latest gag to grab the chumps 
is a muge who is selling fur pelts 
from the sidewalk. To add a touch 
of authenticity he is dressed in a 
trapper’s outfit including a Daniel 
Boone squirrel hat. His pelts are 
hung on a rope stretched between 
telephones, against one of the poles 
leans a gun and half a dozen traps. 
He looks as if he had just come out 
of the -wamps. 





That 
3lvd. 
a carnival 


on 


midway 
business thoroughfare. 


Sad Man’s Puppies 

Across the street from the trick 
trapper is a carload of kindling 
wood which can be be bought piece 
by piece by home fire burners. 
Farther along a sad man with an 
arm load of white puppies is break- 
ing his heart at every sale. At 
the Wilshire-La Brea stop signals 
a flock of kids canvass the cars 
selling magazines, home made 
candy and other gim-cracks, 

Half a dozen pitchmen are work- 
ing in this vicinity selling can 
openers, razor sharpeners, fountain 
pens and other sidewalk merchan- 
dise. None of the boys is contrib- 
uting anything to the Miracle Mile 
except laughs. 

Section was originally touted as 
a second Fifth Avenue. Recently 
a flock of cut-rate stores invaded 
the territory. 





Non-Providing P. A. 
Sued by L. A. Wife 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 

‘Duke’ Orbach, theatre and show 
p.a. now said to be in Plainfield, 
N. J., with his brother, is sued for 
divorce here by Eva Fox Orbach, 
who says that her husband has 
had no gainful occupation in over 
five years. ; 

Mrs. Orbach also charges that 
her husband tried to borrow $1,500, 
from some of her friends. 








DIARY OF A STOOGE 


By Claude Binyon 





Peoria, Tl, 
Being as how I got my new banjo 
today for the stage I figure this is 


Monday. 


as good a time as any to start a 
diary s0 I can look it over later 


and see how I sprung up. The new 
banjo is a darb and plays Home 
Sweet Home like a victrola. I played 
it for Lettie over at her house and 
she said I was ripe for the stage 
any day now. 3ut her old man 
butted in and said I sounded like 
a milk wagon on cobblestones. That 
guy snoops around so much and 
gives me such a pain Lettie and 
me waited 15 minutes after he left 
the room before we started to neck. 

Lettie made me promise again 
that I will marry her, and I said 
I would as soon as they raised me 
to $25 at the grocery store or 1 
went on the stage. She is a swell 





kid, the best build in town and a 


nice plain cooker, but I can’t afford 
to throw myself into a wedding on 
18 bucks a week. 

This diary writing is easy. All 
you got to do is say what is on 
your mind and it usually makes 
sense, 





Peoria, Tuesday. 
Lettie dropped into the store to- 
day for half pound butter and Mr. 


(Continued on page 79) 





Another Dizzy Grind 


Another New Jersey dance mara- 
thon has started, this time in 
Floral Park, North Bergen, with Ted 


‘ 





A couple of weeks ago there was 
great rejoicing among the gents who 
take their pleasure in the taxi dance 
halls. A new ‘ballroom’ was due tv 
open on street and rumor had 
it, substantiated by impressive ad- 
vertisements in the tabloids, that 
here was a spot where a chap could 
have a whirl for small sum o 
one cent, a lone little copper penn; 

So they drew near the appointe 
place on the appointed night, burn 


99 
wo 


the 


ing with eagerness. Sure enoug 
there were the signs, reassuring 
their message: ‘le. never bought 


such fun, pleasure and amusemeni 
before!’ augmented with ‘Dance the 
depression blues away!’ 

The outer doors opened easily, 
but there were inner doors, and a 
ticket window. Above the window.a 
sign announced ‘Admission 85c, 
followed by an itemized explanation 
of its component charges. Fifty) 
dance tickets—50c. Admission—25c. 
Wardrobe—10c, 

A bit dashed by that 85c advanc 
payment, they paused for a mo- 
ment. But then things are never 
quite what they seem, they realized, 
and, after all, 50 dance tickets fo 
85c. was still an overwhelming bar- 
gain. So the gents opulent enough 
to be fortified with 85c bought. 

-ast the ticket taker, inside. A 
five-piece colored band. Violent col- 
ors on the walls. Chinese lanterns. 
A dejected soda fountain, placardec 


as a ‘refreshment bar’ to give 
verve. Hostesses with untamed 
coiffures. All ages, all sizes, al! 


types, united in a common abilit\ 
to chew gum in perfect rhythmic 
beat to the music. 


Still 10¢ a Dance 


Now the chaps on dancing bent 
drew forth the 50 tickets, noting 
that they were grouped in sheafs 
of ten. They advanced toward the 
girls of their choice, tearing off a 
Single ticket for a penny’s worth of 
fun. But no. This dance hall has 
its own unique interpretation of 
that phrase. A lad must engage a 
lassie for the entire group of ‘ten 
dances, which the management, in 
order to make it seem like one rosy 
dream, arranges to endure for five 
minutes with no break in the music 
to indicate the cessation of one of 
the ‘ten’ dances and the beginning 
of the next. | 

Then to the old guard taxi dance 
hall frequenters came the realiz.- 
tion that no matter how you count 
it, it still costs ten cents a dance. 
Never to be let off anything. 85c, 
and their promised fifty dances 
shrunk to five. 

The hostesses here are credulous, 
too. The sign outside seeking their 
services reads, ‘$15 per week guar- 
anteed.’ That must mean $15 mini- 
mum, and the management agrees. 
But the management has a scheme 
for the payment of bonuses, if and 
when, 

The girls and the management 
are one happy family, working to- 
gether for the good of the hall. If 
the hall makes money, the manage- 
ment will see to it that the girls’ 
share, just how much, the manage- 
ment hasn’t decided. The girls mus 
have faith. Nor does it matter ho 
many additional sheafs of ie) 
‘tickets their individual charms sell 
each girl has the same chance. 
Equal distribution of profits, prom- 
ises*the management, as soon as the 
management announces that there 
are profits. Meanwhile the girls 
must be patient, obey the rules, 
and look their prettiest. 

Evening Dress? Sure 

Full evening dress is required — 
which meens backless, shoulder- 
strap decolletage dresses, Sleeves 
send a girl home, unfit to work in 
this exacting establishment, but if 
a girl in ‘full evening dress’ gets 
cold and puts on a sweater, oke. 
She’s done her duty. 

All the girls agree they are moat 
alluring to taxi dancing gentlemen 
in long satin skirts, swathed tightly 
across hips which are innocent of 
ceintures. The more conservative 
maids wear panties, the mor 
emancipated ones consider the un 
derpinnings of burlesque teaser: 
qaite sufficient. All eschew petti 
coats. The transparency of sleasy 
materials has its benefits, too, 

The bouncer who circulates busily 





Brown’s orchestra supplying the 
music, 

A total of 75 couples entered the 
contest when it started Thureday 





night (11). 


amongst the happy throng prides 
i himself on the excellent conduct of 
his charges. He, too, has his rules 
which he summarizes in one pithy 
statement: ‘I don’t allow no @hak- 
in’. 
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Broadway 


Richard Dix around. 


June Laurie may have an opera- 
‘ion. 

Norma Talmadge seeing the town 
again. 


Gracie Worth ailing at French 


hospital. 


Ben F. Kamsler has changed it to! By Max Magnus 
B. Franklin. ce eaieatiis 
Boris Morris is on that ‘Beren- | Milton Diamond here. | Yate 
garia’ cruise | \iax Schmeling back here Car- | 
Somehow Freeman Bernstein got a lg ~ oe hae ag » direct the next | 
ly . | soDe N on me ix { I t 2 
to Honolulu . | Hans Albers’ picture. 
Joie Ray looking over the bill at| joe May film company liquidated 
the Jefferson. | with $80,000 liabilities. 
Helen Chandler walking with | Pietro Mander, Pittaluga’s for- 
Radie Harris. | eign chief, off to Rome. 
Lon (not Loney) Hascall is re- alege ag to make a Russian pic- 
- . a) d arsion 
orted quite ill ture in ussian ve i¢ hrs 
. N nie wnt stores Tino Pattiera and Erika von 
rer ; é Vv acé 7 28 _— a 
me > a — tare Chellmann to seek divorce, 
¢ ¥ . « re a a - — 
— eh eatmedal _—- ‘Staedtische Oper’ only had $35 
Lee Marcus is back at Radio| jin the box office one evening. 
Pictures on Bway. Agnes Straub will play at The- 
Cc. B. Cochrane after Patricia] ater am Schiffbauerdam in ‘Mata 
Bowman for London. Hari. 
s : 2erl)li sts »F . ave ce 
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Dix reached ae State oo ee . 
New York last week. pen actors under new g } 
P ecree, 
Barney Balaban, senior member Emi ¢ . : . ; 
ies ce , Smil Ludwig left for the Soudan 
of B. & K., is in town. es ae to collect material for his next 
Terry Turner ghost writing life] book ‘Der Nil’ (‘The Nile’). 
of ‘Peaches’ Browning. Wolf Albach, young Viennese 
Hans Bartsch may do some pro-| actor from Burgtheater, was signed 
ducing here on his own. for one-year contract by Ufa. 
’ armil: TOV é é tichars 
Bud Gray's swanky new apart- ro rage Rar cen 4 and oon 
ment near Times Square. bauber will play and sing in Neicns- 
Oo 311i 1 = —_ ligafilm’s ‘Schoen ist die Welt. 
; rsiey s £ , . c 
‘at re nk ngs ‘4 Ra hr —_-, Alexander Corda expected here. 
‘lean “wise. ‘ “a 
. ee sapere rie eee Se ; to look for young actors and direc- 
George Antheil now living in| tors for his London production. 
Manhattan. Trenton too tiresome. Mr. and Mrs. Sam Morris lunch- 
George Levy glad to be back on] ing with Phil Kauffman and Mr. 


the main stem after a stay on the 
Coast. 

Jim Corbett again at Medical Cen- 
ter, Harkness Pavilion. Minor ope- 
ration. 

Beatrice Curtis (Mrs. Harry Fox) 
has patented a new idea in bras- 
sieres. 

Harry Beddel of the Henry Miller 


theatre b. o. critically ill. Pneu- 
monia. 

Chick and Rose Goldman of the 
‘Stable’ in glee over second anni- 


versary. 

One of the producer-distributors 
calls its projection room the torture 
chamber. 

Shirts at $1.29 seems to be a price 
many of the haberdasheries are ad- 
hering to. 

Charlie Yates reached the 29 
mark Feb. 12, but doesn’t look like 
another Lincoln. 

Matty Zimmerman to Florida vis- 
iting the family. 

Ray Peyton and Bernard McOwen 
back from ‘Blue Ghost’ showings in 
western film spots. 

Maury Foladare and George Moss 
are working pretty hard on that 
Motion Picture Club ball. 

Florence Fadow wants to frame 
that Jimmy Durante ad _ which 
Broadway still laughs about. 

Frances Simon, wife of Bernard 
the p.a., makes her debut in ‘Wild 
Waves.’ Has nearly five lines. 

Nelson Hess makes a hobby of 
picking out double entendre lines 
which newspapers innocently print. 

Clarence Taylor leaves’ Brock 
Pemberton temporarily. Goes back 
when the producer does his next 
show. 

Edward Madden, Eltinge theatre, 
bought a $3,200 car, and paid cash. 

Arthur Selig returned to the 
agency business. 

An old front on 14th street has 
been uncovered with removal of a 
sign, revealing a facade in ‘Vaude- 
ville, 5c’ sculptured on it. 

Frank Willcox in the cast of 
‘Monkey,’ brother of m.e. of ‘Herald 
Tribune.’ It is 12th show that 
Charley Washburn has agented this 
season. 

Cyrilla White, who understudied 
for Helen Morgan in ‘Sweet Ade- 
line,’ now hostessing and directing 
the social stuff at the Stratford 
Arms. 

Reservations of 450 rooms for the 
New York City delegation to the 
Democratic National Convention in 
Chicago were made at the Hotel 
Blackstone. 

That baby of Katherine Brown's, 
assistant scenario ed at RKO-Radio, 
much publicized as on the way, is 
a girl, five months old, weighs 20 

pounds, has four teeth and is grow- 
ing fast. 

‘Bath Club’ tonight (Tuesday) on 
CBS will feature Ursula 
authoress of ‘Ex-Wife.’ 
(17) Peggy Hopkins Joyce 
featured on the same period. 


will 
Just 
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Parrott, 
Tomorrow 
be 


Berlin 


and Mrs. Nissenson at Bristol hotel. 
‘Dance, Fools, Dance,’ at Ufa the- 


atre in a dubbed German version 
and has met with favorable recep- 


tion. 
The singer Irene Bisinger, known 
from picture ‘Foersterchristel,’ mar- 


ried a physician, Dr. Gerhard 
Schonewald. 
Gustav Gruendgens to be Kaete 


Dorsch’s partner in Kuennecke’s 
operetta, ‘Liselotte’ at Theater am 
Schiffbauerdamm. 

Fritzi Massary to guestplay at 
Wiener Deusches Volkstheater in 
Vienna in ‘Nina’; play written by 


her son-in-law, Paul Frank. 


"Galt Lake 


By Philip G. Lasky 


Auto show on. 

Monday is bargain night; 15c 
cover charge at Green Dragon, night 
club. 

Harry Golub advises that he used 
14 pounds of cough drops and gal- 
lons medicine in getting over cold. 

National Players, under Huron 
Blyden’s management and direction, 
at Playhouse, doing better each 
week, 

Mayor Louis Marcus, former the- 
atrical chain head, continues to re- 
organize town, much to newspapers’ 
alarm. 

Bluebird, famed money-making 
dance hall, was sold to its bitterest 
rival, the Cocoanut Grove, owned by 
the Covey real estate interests. 

Amber Norman, platinum-haired 
crooner, recently from Reno, moves 
from Marathon floor show to Fra- 
ternity Night Club, new club oper- 
ated by Alan Steele. 

Ike Armstrong, U of U grid coach, 
silent after trip to confer with Iowa 
U officials. Local sentiment heavy 
for Ike because he brought five con- 
ference titles to Utah. Present sal- 
ary six grand. 

U of U Junior Prom Friday (19); 
Prexy Thomas ordered ban on auto- 
mobile transportation and other lux- 
uries, Rumor has it that Lucky 
Strikes offered to pay for broadcast- 
ing of prom, but Thomas said it was 
impossible for university to endorse 
cigarets. 


Tacoma 


By Harry T. Smith 





Dark neon signs predominate. 

Holes getting larger in the dough- 
nuts, 

Feb. 1 all 
rates raised. 

Local golfers 
ing heavy snows. 

Ron Gamble back as assistant to 
Doug. Kimberly, RKO. 

Max Frolic, pop RKO pit 
only whispers his numbers. 


small car insurance 


ping-ponging dur- 


leader, 


one of those coincidences. live typewriter pounders’ on 
Neal Andrews, a pro only by as-| small afternoon sheet get the gate. 
sociation with Dorothy Hall, sailed Hierb Wells, big meat man, pres. 
Feb. 10 to be four months abroad,} largest packing house on coast, is 
on business. Miss Hall, meantime} singer. 
will debut in the new play, ‘Child of RKO vaude acts are tipped open- 
Manhattan’ without her husband|/ing supper show is when press 
present as chief worrier. drama boys visit. 
Dave Blum, Metro's foreign p.a., yeorge Miller, politics writer on 


is sporting a big red ribbon handed | big paper, predicts Democratic 
him at Madison Square Garden | landslide, confidentially. 

Wednesday (10). Dave's spaniel, ‘Depression Nights’ being adver- 
despite handicapped by being | tised by Victor theatre, nabe house. 


named ‘Contrite,’ won second prize 


at the dog show. The mugg’s wear- 
ing the badge himself. 
Collins and Peterson, 


bookers: ‘War declared. 
to back down. All notes just scraps 
of paper. Shelling will continue on 
nuts. You will be shanghaied to 
Peek in at the only act in vaude 
doing double master of ceremonies.’ 


eed 


on RKO, 
sent this wire to RKOjites, including 
We refuse 


Prices nearly two for one. 

Fifteen hundred Democrats 
state convention here 
Roosevelt for pres. 
plank, 

Richard Barthelmess and frau 
visited here as guest of former Maj 
Gen. Alexander. Enroute to China 
but changed course to Honolulu. 

James Boyle, for 12 years Fox 
doorman at Rialto and Broadway 


in 
endorse Gov. 
and a damp 





best 
is 


and 
ticket 


probably the 
known man in the city, 
dead, 

‘T've heard about the great 
open spaces of the Northwest but 


| theatres 
| I never thought there were so many 


open spaces,’ remarked Sir Hubert 
| Wilkins, when he began his lecture 
here in the Temple theatre before 
jan audience of 25 children and 4 
adults. 
Pari 
aris 
| ieee 
Randall missed in new Folies 
Edith Wharton on the Riviera. 


Noel Coward’s show coming off. 

Metro taking back a dozen people. 
John Halliday to sail from Italy. 
‘Bifur’ not for New York after all. 
All film actors trying to get legit 


jobs. 

More dirty novels. from Obelisk 
press. 

Marie Dubas back at the Em 
bassy. 

Chaire Delorez down with pneu- 
monia. 

Ina Claire at the shows with he 


brother. 

Henri Samuel going to New York 
to decorate. 

Evelyn Herbert buying a few hats 
and gowns. 

‘Her Man’ at 
ing crowds. 

Prizefighters are going right back 
this season. 

Left Bank 
mans again. 


the Palace is draw- 


filling up with Ger- 


Mare Klaw reading reports of 
Erlanger suit. 

Kathleen Norris over for some} 
new material. 

Charlie Gordon to London to 
stage ‘Hector.’ 

Frank -to do the sets for new 
Bourdet show. 

‘Criminal Code’ came too late to 
cause a ripple. 

Voya George taking a new left 
bank apartment. 

Raquel Meller’s songs in new 
show on stands. 

Adolphe Menjou prepared to re- 
turn for Universal. 


Shields 
Moritz citizen. 
‘Mati Hari’ preview here not get- 
ting much praise. 
Walter Varney 


Jimmy 
St. 


now a prominent 


very ill and re- 
leasing apartment. 
Marguerite Moreno dropped out 
of her bit in ‘Bluff.’ 
None of the fashion shows as 


elaborate this year. 





H. Reeves Smith crossed the At- 
lantic for 160th time. 

Rubye de Remer down to Trieste! 
to launch a new ship. 


John Mansfield leaving Paris to 


run the Athens office. 

Christine Diemer working in 
Shanghai for Reuter’s. 

Bob Schless’ assistant, Gatto, 
turning indie producer. 

Saint Granier much missed as 


M.C. for the Opera ball. 

Tauber’s records from 
ist Aus’ are best sellers. 

Mary Garden showing some tem- 
perament in local houses. 

George Kann learning from ex- 
perts to drink ‘fine a l'eau.’ 

Pev Marley drove to Budapest 
and back for two hours’ stay. 

Desportes villa at Chailly to be 
theatrical hangout this summer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles K. Gordon 
from the Apollo to the Opera ball. 


‘Das Lied 


Mrs. S. Joe Zelli giving a big 
party ofter the opening of ‘Hector.’ 
Ina Claire and her handsome 


brother lunching at Jennie Dolly’s. 

Lora Hayes drives up to say her 
few lines at the Athenee in a swell 
ear. 


Paul Fejos patched up with 
Braunberger and finished his pic- 
ture, 

Ted Lawrence going back to 
America when released from hos- 
pital. 

Maurice Rostand reading N. Y. 
reviews of picture, ‘The Man I 


Killed.’ 

Jeanne Helbling and Rene Veller 
in the same box at the opening of 
‘Hector.” 

Champs Elysees store keepers in- 
sisting that the avenue be given 
modern lighting. 

Gaby Morlay giving for charity 
an impersonation of Jose Laval, the 
Premier’s daughter. 


Record houses here anxious to 
secure New York reps to get new 
pop records for them, 

Antono Ferrol, president of Por- 


tugese critics, guest of honor at the 
Paris Cricks Association. 

The gag now is to bill everything 
as absolutely not a gangster film. 
lirst so billed was ‘Smart Money.’ 

Nat Smolin’s new statue, ‘Sublime 
Madonna,’ unveiled in the presence 


of the whole of the American col- 
ony. 

Mary Lewis going by the Am- 
bassadeurs in a cab. Not looking 


nor caring to remember flop of last 
summer. 

An American amateur company 
including S. S. Windrow, formerly, 
of the Paramount studios, and the 
Collegians, an American jazz or- 
chestra, are giving an old time 
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Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 


Bridge epidemic raging. 

Otto Indig, author of ‘Bride of 
Torocko,’ about to marry non-pro. 

Swimming in winter in new in 
door pool considered smart 

Varosi theatre gone broke, too 
Jobless company playing on _ its 
own, 


All up with Magyar theatre unde 


its present regime. House dark and 
for lease. 

Zsolt Harsanyi, president of Dra- 
matic Authors’ Society, divorced 


Best of terms and going 
with ex-wife. 


out dining 


Three plays had their hundredth 
performance here. They were 
‘Bride of Torocko,’ ‘White Horse 
Inn’ and ‘Maya.’ 

Imre Kalman here, looking for 
costume designs for his new 


operetta, set partly in the Hungary 
of 100 years ago. 
Uj Szinhaz another 
dark. Arthur 
director-producer, 
lease and will reopen 
Memorial concert 
great actor, Julius 
clear his estate 
Fedak and Ferenc 
rest. 
Sari 
her car 
over a 
quence, 
prison. 
Contessa 
ambassador 


theatre that 
Bardos, noted 
has taken up 
next month. 

for deceased 
Hegedus, will 
from debt. Sari 
Molnar paid the 


is 


drove 
license and ran 
died in conse- 
five months in 


Faludi, actress, who 
without a 
man, who 
sentenced to 
Cerutti, wife of Italian 
to Brazil, who was 
Erzsi Paulay, noted Hungarian ac- 
tress, before her marriage, here for 
grave operation. 
Manci Lenhardat, 
tendant in a small 
to own a racing 
horses, running under 
colors, gold and emerald. 
Felix Weingartner, famous con- 
ductor, 65, divorced his fourth wife, 
about to marry Carmen Studer, 25, 
of whom he means to make the 
foremost woman conductor in the 
world. 
Another big 


cloak 
cafe, 
stable 


room at- 
discovered 
with four 
her own 


hit is the all-Hun- 
garian picture ‘Hippolyte.’ Run- 
ning 14 weeks, still strong. Hun- 
garian capital cautiously feeling its 
way towards financing pictures as a 
result. 

Budapest Opera, 
of 200, orchestra and all, on the 
road for a visit to Szeged, largest 
provincial town in this country. Re- 
warded town’s hospitality by giving 
grand gratis concert in the street 
after performance at the theatre. 


With company 


Riviera 


By Frank Scully 





Neysa McMein in Nice. 
P. G. Wodehouses in Cannes. 
Mrs. Alice Duer Miller around. 


Blood transfusion for Chauncey 
Olcott. 
Kay Boyle’s next will be ‘Year 


Before Last.’ 
More sunshine wasted this season 
than ever before. 


Morgan Burke and H. G. Wells 
exchanging comps. 
Lighting bills doubled, = since 


everyone stays at home. 

Alain Gerbault, one-man explorer, 
exploring Hotel Hermitage, Monte 
Carlo. 

Ed Hope says to get to Beuil, new 
skiing spot, you have to get pneu- 
monia first. 

New gag when asked how you're 
feeling is to say, ‘Like Shaw on his 
29th birthday.’ 

Legit shows plug themselves on 
road with what talker version is 
doing in Paris. 

Ilotels which parachuted to save 
the nose-diving English pound, are 
still empty-handed. 

‘Miss France 1932’s’ old man, a 
Nice lawyer named Caisson de Sou- 
za, still burning over the selection. 

Sir Basil Sarahoff, 83-year-old 
multi-millionaire backer of gam- 


bling syndies, is in Monte for his 
annual snooze. 

Alfred Henderson, Ruth Mason's 
p. a, on the Anglo-American legit 


experiment, sends out press tickets 
which arrive day after show folds. 

Any gambler figuring on doing 
the Dutch Act can go to Mme. Sava 
Servis Anti-Suicide Club and get 
free ‘intellectual’ aid. Some dopes 
do. 

Link Gillespie 


merged with the 


Anglo-Amer troupe and showed a 
Wilde comedy as a curtain-raiser 


to his hobohemian, all night, party 
at a Cannes bar. 

Juan Les Pins Casino, 1ould- 
owned, was fined for not opening on 


schedule. City offered to lift fine 
if Casino would open under any 
conditions. Finally did, using ‘an- 


nual overhauling’ hooey as alibi for 
long delay. 

Examp of how money is still be- 
ing spent in production. Big shot 
of a mob in London producing a 
picture in Nice came all the way 
to see how a director 
looked in a moustache. The trip cost 
about 40 bucks each way, and a 
production still could have hee: 





Llack-face minstrel show 


mailed for a dime 


turned actor 











London 


Stewart Rome back in talkers 

Dora Maughan down with fiu. 

Warwick Ward back at Elstree 

Record heat January. Record cold 
Keb. 

Jack Harris flinging cocktail par. 
ties. 

Gina Malo accompanied by George 
roster. 

Frank Ditcham on the normal diet 
again. 


— 
— 


Lady Diana Manners lunching at 
the Ritz. 
Ina Claire still rates herself semi. 


English. 
Jean Harlow rumored coming over 


tor Amery. 
sert Errol recovering from pneu- 
monia bout. 


Three London film theatres giving 
convict 


acts. 


Universal now playing its product 
at the Regal 

Tom Walls left for West Indies 
health cruise. 

‘Frankenstein’ ‘no children’ _ tag 
pulled ’em in. ; 

Caviare sandwich bar opened in 
Wardour street. 

Edna Best and Herbert Marshall 
off to New York. 

Prince of Wales theatre vyaude.- 
ville project cold. 

The ‘Not’ Club, part of Cafe An- 
glais, now closed. 

B. L. P. annual ball attracted 4,000 
to Covent Garden, 

Paul Murray now in association 
with Frank Zeitlin. 

Joe Coyne’s sports coat 35 years 
old, and American. 

Leslie Henson said to have split 
with Gainsborough. 

Still talk of M-G-M and a British 


and Dominions floor. 
‘Hank the Mule’ (the 
Paramounting again. 
Georgie Wood may play ‘Dame’ in 
a next year pantomime. 
Two prison outbursts 
kept the newsreel busy. 


W oodwards) 


in a week 


Julian Rose kidding a ‘Variety’ 
mugge he has a new act. 
Raymond Massey itched from 


Paramount to Universal. 
Delius, English blind 

celebrated 70th birthday. 

Jack Hylton playing quick return 
New Victoria, G. B. house. 

Nan Blakstone just another 

American crazy about London, 

New Fun Fair in Haymarket 
busted up in less than a month. 

Wimbledon greyhound race track's 
new club now running cabarets. 

Two film executives are giving up 
the piano—instalments overdue. 

Rex Evans finds horse racing 
more profitable than cabareting. 

The waxworks 10-cent stand near 
Charing Cross is still holding out. 

Jimmy Campbell photographed 
with H. R. H. Chalermbol of Siam. 

Ina Claire at the Cochran first 
night. Michael Arlen around there, 
too. 

Daly’s theatre, ‘La 
of papering. But must 
dress. 

At the open-air garage in Mayfair, 
back of the Dorchester, they’re talk- 
ing depression. 


musician, 


to 


Poupee,’ plenty 
be evening 


Barbette around here, prior to 
going Paris, to prove that his 
death was only a rumor. 

British Broadcasting Co. seeking 
information from ‘Variety’ London 
office, and getting it. 

Primo Conti, manager Cafe de 


Paris, opening real Road House Ho- 
tel on Great West Road. 
Roy Simmonds led the p. a. lunch 


march away from the Kit Cat. 
Savoy exclusively these day 
Mildred Franklin (Hayman and 
Franklin) nearly got a ‘Mammy’ 
role in West End production. 
Norma Shearer to address fash- 


ionable Empire charity audience by 
long-distance from Hollywood. 
‘Charlie,’ one of the most famous 
of restaurant managers, formerly at 
Claridge's, now at the Cafe de Paris. 
Marie Burke inviting the press to 


tea to celebrate 300th performance 
‘Waltzes from Vienna.’ Tea, mark 
you! 


Portland, Ore. 


J. J. Parker back in town. Says 
b. o. prices must stay up. 

Ted (RKO) Gamble figures some- 
one should sell ducats to that 
Shanghai-Japanese gesture. 

Mare K. Bowman moving around 
from one Fox house to another. 
Thinks he'll stay at the Broadway. 

Dorothy Stanford teaching con- 
tract bridge to Fox-Paramount pat- 
rons. She sets them up in the mez 
zanine. 

Sleepy Gray had to put a lien on 
his elephant, Tusko, to get himself 
bailed out of the hoosegow for bum 
driving. 


Keith Wilbur here with F. & M. 
unit says he jumped 7,000 miles 
from London to Hollywood to join 
F. & M. 

Laura La Plante in the buré 
changing from train to plane to 


make a personal appearance date at 
Seattle. 5 

Cecil Allen here flying with Miss 
La Plante. He once tried to fly 
from Tokio to Spokane, but didnt 
make it. 

Auto show clicked for a 
gate. Figure 7,000 attended 
ing Sunday afternoon and 
keeping up. 

Phillip Stearns and Peggy 
have leads in Dufwin Players 
duction of ‘White Cargo’ in the 
stock house. Troupe getting 
attention. 
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Miami Beach 


By Beachcomber 





Walter C. Kelly is mulling 
iy new stories at the King 
Cole in Miami Beach. 

Union operators still picket Cap!- 
tol theatre in Miami as fight goes 
into third or fourth year. 

Villa Venice lost some of its ex- 
tra equipment in the way of wheels, 
etc., when constable staged a one- 

raid. 
mevalter Winchell’s two __—ikids, 
voria and Walda, modelled in the 
Burdine Sunshine Fashion show 
i reek. 
ami handle has 


Jockey club 


pobbed over the $200,000 mark on | 


several days this meeting and that’s 
something. ; - ; 

Embassy club packs ’em in with 
$3.50 Sunday buffet supper, the 
tariff including ginger ale and other 
little extras. 

Ben Bernie brought his band to 
Miami Beach on a mid-winter va- 
eation and did their national radio 
proadcasting from WQAM, Miami. 

Billie Dove has been vacationing 
at Whitehall in Palm Beach. Norma 


Talmadge, George Jessell, Colleen 
Moore and Joan Crawford are 
others in Palm Beach. 

Mrs. Tex HRickard gave a box 


party for some of the village not- 
ables in the roof top box of the 
Miami Beach Kennel club. 
Tex could be a winner too if 
went in for beauty shows. 
Jackie Ray, juvenile actor, who 
has been making some kid movies 
over in England, is on his way to 
Hollywood by way of a Miami 
Beach visit. He is slated to do 
*‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ for Universal. 
Irene Bordoni is going over big 
at the Embassy club but Chick En- 
dor and Charlie Farrell are holding 


their own, giving Embassy two 
headline acts. Dario and Diane 
have been added to the Embassy 
bil’. 

Mayor Val Cleary of Miami 
Beach, one-time actor, put on 
knockout charity show for unem- 
ployment fund in Miami Beach. 


What with a flock of local talent 
plus Irene Bordoni, Helen Morgan, 
Norma Talmadge, Colleen Moore, 
Joan Crawford and a flock of 
others, it was a pushover. 

Gar Wood had great comeback 
when American Power Boat Asso- 
ciation said he hadn’t broken speed 
boat record. Gar- said he already 
held only record in A.P.B.A. juris- 
diction, the American record and 
he was breaking the world’s record 
this time. Gar’s troubles with the 
boat officials over record breaking 
have won him back lots of the 
backers he lost up in Detroit last 
summer. 





Hollywood 


Arthur Freed back in town. 

Janet Chandler through at Fox. 

Hal Roach back in three weeks. 

Herb Moulton, Radio p. a., now at 
Par. 

Benn Levy sucks a lollypop while 
dictating. 

Jack Mass, Marlo Music rep, to 
San Francisco. 

Paramount has retitled ‘Intimate.’ 
It's now ‘Strangers in Love.’ 

Charlie Chaplin sending bric-a- 
brac picked up in Europe to his 
home here. 

Gene Fowler’s family here and 
all now living in Sam Hoffenstein’s 
former home. 

John Cromwell eats alone at 
Paramount, sitting at a table that 
can accommodate 14. 

Caryl Lincoln, wife of George 
Barr Brown, p. a. gets the lead 
in a Monogram western. 

Those femmes in Paramount’s 
Press department are making social 
affairs out of luncheons. 

George Yohalem, Par assistant 
director, has been transferred to 
the writing department. 

H. C. Vodden took over the Fun 
House at Venice from the National 
Amusement Co. this week. 

Wilbur Cushman, tab producer, 
has become western sales manager 
for a convertible fireplace-bar. 

John Wray, Warner’ Brothers 
contract player, says the studio is 
using up his contract bit by bit. 

New auditor at KNX, Hollywood, 
is William Good, formerly in the 
B8ame spot for the L. A. ‘Express.’ 

Jack Douglas, with the same type 
of voice, replaced Harry Barris at 
the Coconut Grove, L. A., and over 
KFI. 

English-Gibson band from the 

fyptian now at the Boulevard, 
with Teddy King, N. Y. m. c., wav- 
ing the baton. 

Entire cast of Paramount's ‘Sky 
Brides’ attended the funeral of Leo 
Nomis, killed while stunting a plane 
in the picture. 

Sally Eilers target of claim for 
30 by Edna Tutwiler, domestic, 
who is telling the labor commis- 
sioner about it. 

PR a musicians want a total of 

7 from C. B. Venerable, operator 
of the Entertainers’ Cabin, Central 
avenue night club. 

‘ Roy Moore, who assisted on the 

sunces of the N. Y. ‘Sons of Guns,’ 

ro slated to set the routines for the 
oe. Circle production. 

oan Haley, writer, and George 
oat cameraman, getting lo- 
ation stuff for ‘Laughing 30y,’ 


Cz : - 
“a in an Arizona snowstorm. 
e 


Mrs. j 


she | 

















fore distinguished visitors are | of taps. 


| leave here in a couple of weeks for 


|} bassy, 





permitted on ‘Grand Hotel’ set, as- 
sistant director is phoned to see if 


Garbo is working. If she is, it’s 
no go. 
Charies and Mrs. Murray will 


Florida, Boston and 
New York, intending to sail back 
here by the canal April 30. 

Sam ‘Coslow added to writing | 
staff of ‘He Met a French Girl,’ at 
Paramount, to do the lyric for ‘This 


a layoff in 





iIs the Night.’ Music by Ralph 
Rainger. Production’s titie will be 
changed to that of the song. 

Duties with Fox-West Coast | 
handled by the late Lieut. Hugh} 


Crowley have been assumed by his | 
partner, Lieut. Maurice Posner, who 
is now teamed with Bert Reynolds, 
another detective lieutenant. 


Ottawa 


By W. M. Gladish 


Ontario Censor Board holds up 
three Paramount features. 

Lillian Franklin, daughter of Joe 
‘Capitol’ Franklin, made radio 
debut. 


Jack Elson is still working on his 
history of the moving picture busi- 
ness in Canada. 

Leonard BHBischop revives musical 
films as added attractions and the 
people like them. 

Oscar O'Shea, 
now heads 
at Halifax Garrick. 

Ray Tubman, Don Stapleton and 
Paddy Nolan go to Toronto for the 
film combine trial. 

Cameron Matthews goes into the 
Embassy with his stock company 
billed as a road show. 

Harry Sedgwick of Famous Piay- 
ers is re-elected president of the 
Ontario Badminton ass’n. 

Dent of British International Pic- 


at Em- 
company 


formerly 
stock 


tures starts from England to dis- 
cuss dispute with Ray Lewis. 
William Glick is awarded the 


midway contract for the Central 
Canada Exhibition next August. 

Ottawa Fall Fair turned in sur- 
plus of $18,294 to city for 1931. 
Gate take $128,000 for six days. 

George Proctor has made a go 
of the Capitol Badminton Club and 
is well out of the red on season. 

Ottawa hockey tourists, headed 
by Cecil Duncan, home to big wel- 
come after winning 22 games in 
Europe. 

Viscount Duncannon, son of Gov- 
ernor-General and Lady Bessbor- 
ough, played minor roles in several 
local stage plays. 


Hon. KE. A. Dunlop, Provincial 
Treasurer, clamps amusement tax 
on tickets under 25c. and raises 


tax on tickets $2 or over. 

Victor Tandy tells Kiwanis audi- 
ence English shows almost barred 
from Canada because of trade 
unions and controlled theatres. 


Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 





Princess now has daily change of 
films. 


Harry Needles back from Ha- 
vana., 
William Flannagan, assistant 


manager Regal, leaves for new con- 
nection. 

David Cohen, formerly at Allyn, 
leaves for Capitol, Publix, New 
London. 

Walter Stuart drops into town on 
a friendly visit and then hastens 
away to New Haven. 

Veronica Turosky, the stunning 
blonde Publix Allyn cashier, cap- 
tures local prize “~~ beauty. 

Charley Benson, Palace manager, 
will be end man at the Elks Club 
Old Timers Nite minstrel show. 

Gladys Richman and Margaret 
Harold voted two best looking girls 
in local Warner Brothers office. 

Freddy Thomas gives use of huge 
Fox Capitol to the local Jewish 
charities for benefit performance. 

Freddy Mack, red-headed master 
of ceremonies of Capitol, leaves to 
assume a similar position in Brook- 
lyn. 

Joe Mullins, dean of Connecticut 
legislative reporters, dies after 
serving the Hartford ‘Times’ for 
more than 40 years. 

Ben Sard and Ruth Roland man- 
aged to meet every night even 
though the former was playing 90 
miles from Hartford. 

Local gun experts rushing to 
Bridgeport looking for employment 
in the Winchester Arms plant. The 
latter, it is understood, has con- 
tracts from the Far East. 

Art Malorey closes State theatre 
when $250,000 fire ruins nearby 
structure and police rope off entire 
street. Opened later in the day 
with vaudeville—a last minute 
thought—and gets the sightseers. 

Stagehands hold first annual ball 
....Israel Chancupp takes first 
dancing prize....Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Lloyd voted the best look- 
in’ couple on the floor....Mickey | 
Dailey does his tricks....Jerry | 
Calahan and Freanky Morin come 
unattached and perform a number 





Winnipeg 


By Matt Corbett 





Chas. P. Wright directing College 
Tab players. 

Betty McCracken 
chell for RKO. 

Mabel Miller at 
She’s marricd now. 

Nearly all the picture houses 
doing double features, 
Garrick theatre robbed for 
second time in three months. 
Martin Harvey here _ in 
King’s Messenger’ at the Walker. 

‘Sinbad’ stranded troupe got fares 
back to England with a_ benefit 
Walker donated for the event. 

The closing of Capitol vaude is 


signed by Mit- 
College 


ar¢ 


the 


making ’Peg stage hungry. Irate 
letters being written to papers on 
subject. 


Frank Wade and Ernie Holden, as 
the Scotch and Hebe comedians, 
won first prize in the local broad- 
casting contest. 

RKO Winnipeg have signed up 
Gordon Mitchell to direct a series of 
one-act plays to be added to the 
regular picture program. 

Perry Wishart intends a - 
tion in the spring, which will be a 
stagehands’ delight. A version of 
the Passion Play, which will have 
four actors and 10 stagehands. 

Perry Wishart is angeling pro- 
duction of Sudermann’s ‘Joy of Liv- 
ing,’ and has arranged with Mrs. 
Nancy Pyper, the directress, to play 
it with local professionals and Little 
Theatre people. 

Jimmy Coghill and Maurice Cor- 
bett have arranged a tie-up with 
the Native Sons of Canada to pro- 
duce ‘The Rolling Stone’ at the 
Playhouse. When this gets into re- 


produc 


hearsal and the RKO Winnipeg is 
under way, all the old Winnipeg 


stock actors will be working. 


Montreal 


Stan Eld off to London 

Montreal Mardi Gras flop. 

Jimmy Adams gives up golf for 
Lent. 

Ken Wright snapping up ‘Herald’ 
local page. 

Torso tossers being laid off local 
night clubs. 

Dave Leggett doing his bit on 
theatre page. 

Eateries to be charged 5% tax on 
all meals over 40c. 

Wally Ward by-lined across Can- 
ada for Olympic stories. 

Bill Lester getting big hand on 
Amusement Corporation layouts. 

Frank Capra, honeymooning, 
passes through on way to Banff. 

Local stockbrokers taking plenty 
wallops in anti-pegging campaign. 

Hector Dutrisac, ahead of Martin 
Harvey, reports good tour biz out 
west. 

Prof. Chant thrown off ‘Depth of 
Space’ by announcer. Time, not 
space, the trouble. 

Lionel Shapiro and R. A. C. Bal- 
lantyne quit ‘Sports Review,’ new 
local weekly, leaving Ted Harris, 
sole editor. 

Bare legs banned in all local thea- 
tres under new ruling by censors. 
This is third of a list of ten prohi- 
bitions for moral guidance of show- 
men. 

Amusement levy protests gain ex- 
hibitors’ concession, Instead of 20%, 
reduction is made to 5c t2x on first 
30c admish, with limit of 50c. With 
these limits the 207 tax rules. 

Provincial and municipal taxes on 
Quebec theatres heaviest in Canada. 
Provincial seat tax per is 50c, 
against a high of 25c in other prov- 
inces. Municipal taxes are $425 up 
500 seats, against 50 in Ontario; 
$850 up to 1,000 seats, against $100 
in Ontario; $1,275 up to 1,500 seats, 
against $400, and $1,700 for 2,000 
seats and $2,550 for 3,000 seats. 
Latter hits Loew’s in Montreal, and 
next high figure gets balance of 
main stems. 


Louisville 
By M. W. Hall 


Zona and Julia Marsh added to 
bill at Kentucky Nite Club, 

Madrid books Bobbie Grice's red- 
heads for one night only—15th. 

Major Blake, Savoy manager, 
plans to step out soon with a freak 
show at National. 











Dan Thompson, picture ed on 
‘Times,’ now handling “Times’’ book 
page, while Marion Green, regular 


ed, in Europe. 

Martin B. Campbell, assistant 
WHAS manager, is out. George 
Weiderhold, program director, takes 
over his duties. 

Conservatory of Music out 4s 
University of Louisville adds musi- 
cal courses and Indianapolis schools 
try to get students to cc.amute. 


theatre. | 





| 


‘The 


| 


ance of ‘Wonder Bar’ 


at the Na- 
tional. Joker comes in next day 
when state legislature heard resolu- 


tions recommending that all colonels 


commissioned by former Kentucky 
governors be required to pay a lux- 


ury tax. The bill was consigned to 
the joker bill limbo in the game 
land fish commission, 
By Happy Benway 

Dick Kuni is dead. 

Edith Cohen up at times, short 

xercise. 

Write to those that you know 


| 








in Saranac. 
Danny Murphy up for short walks 
and talkers. 
Dr. Edgar Mayer is back on the 
job minus his tonsils. 
Aaron Shapiro is staging a come- 
back, at the Clancy cottage. 
Eddie Dowling and Ray 
Saranacing for a week end. 


Dooley 


Dolly Lewis, newcomer, shows 
improvement and added weight. 
Andrew Molony is back after a 
| short look over of the Big-town. 
Chris Hagedorn, back to bed for 
a short period. Nothing serious. 
Tony Curley at the bed thing 
faithfully, expects to Brooklyn it 
700n, 
Louis Sosonkins, after six weeks 


of Big-street ozone, is back Adiron- 
dacking it. 

Ida Howard picking up, 
lot of cheerfulness, battling her 
to good health. 

Russ Kelly entertained the pa- 
tients here at the lodge assisted by 
Andrew Molony. 

Martha Growald gets okay to get 
up and see downtown talkers, first 
time since arrival. 

Lillian Zeigler up for meals, 
comeback wonderful, looks like she 
will soon be at work: 

Kitty Flynn left absolutely ar- 
rested and okay, one year of faith- 
ful curing did the trick. 

Frisco DeVere, queen 
firmary department, up 
while for mild exercise. 

George Neville gets 100% 
report, on unlimited exercise 
is anticipating California. 

Annamae Powers now at down- 
town talkers once in a while, nerve 
operation proving success. 

Allie Bagley holding her own, a 
game curer, That girl has fought 
that bed thing three years. 

George Harmon, himself once 
more, licked it to a finish, and what 
I mean licked a hard battle. 


just a 
way 


of the in- 
once in a 


okay 
and 


N.V.A. Lodge has more visitors 
than all other sanatoriums com- 
bined. Reason, it’s the last word. 


Fred (‘Bones’) Bachman, showing 
up in a wonderful comeback, extra 
good report with short added ex- 
ercise. 

Ben Shaffer gets good report all 
around, first time in four years. 
Ben is aiming for California as a 
gag man, 

Joe Lang (Jewish Guild) in bed 
for past two weeks, due to abscess, 
as it were, expected up soon, at the 
Clancy cottage. 

Joe Flaum, agent, week ended it 
here with his brother Jack, now 
showing up on the better side with 
limited exercise. 

Benny Ruben getting an eye full 
of Lake Placid, but passed up Sar- 
anac, the gang were all waiting for 
him, as promised. 

Gladys Palmer back from Capone- 
ville enjoyed the trip, brought back 
a little added weight gained from 
that home cooking. 

Alma Montague will not vacation 
it this winter, holding out for sum- 
mer weather, expecting the final 
okay in the spring. 

Larry O'Reilly Pathe news man 
and brother of Helen O'Reilly a 
curer here, is san-ing it between 
shots from Lake Placid. 

Joseph Parker seen walking up 
and down the exercise floor, great 
comeback for that newcomer, his 
reports are 100% okay. 

Dick Moore still at the bed resting 
deal, but manages to hit the down 
stairs meals at times and talkers 
once in a while, doing well. 

Ford Raymond doing well with 
added mild exercise, downtown 
talkers, three years of the bed mon- 
otony and still a happy curer. 

Mae Delany took two months of 
change of atmosphere in the 
enties, N. Y. C., came back, resume 


sev- 


the cure. Mae is our pet curer. 

Dolph Singer (know him?) well, 
he is a newcomer at the Clancy 
cottage, Trudeau, N. Y. (Jewish 


Guild). Incipient case that needs 
rest and care. 

Warm weather and what have 
you in rain knocked the Olympic 
games. No snow and warm weather 
raised cain with all the games, 


ove 


reoats were packed in moth balls 
here for two weeks. 


Among the I1.A.T.S.E. boys, John 
Dempsey, improvement 100% with 


John Donovan, Brooklyn, here| added exercise; Tommy Abbott, at 
with ‘Wonder Bar,’ also got ill same}; his best, now starting his fourth 
time Col. Jolson was down and out! year. Mike McMamee wonderful 
and was laid up at hospital] through | comeback, expect to see him up any 
Tuesday. day. Vernon Lawrence holding his 

Governor Laffoon presented Al] own with unlimited exercise. Joe 
Jolson with a colonel’s commission} Reilly, downtown at times, feeling 
at the Wednesday night perform- } okey. 








i 
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Jimmy Coston off to New York 
again. 

Jack Sidney's wife drove in from 
Florida single-handed. 

Jimmie Ashcraft’s lunch consists 
of a whole boiled potato. 

Lester Hammel breezed 
town eroute to Hollywood. 

Andrea Marsh is the new torcher 
for the Ted Weems combo. 

Ashton Stevens didn’t like Pola 
Negri’s personal at the Oriental. 


through 


Keller Sisters and Lynch in an 
;auto accident, but no casualties. 

The Bill Elsons are now the offi- 
cial exponents of contract bridge. 

Walter Immerman forced to stay 
home last week to do his coughing. 

Harry Lipton no longer associ- 
ited with Publix-B. & K.’s ‘Star 
News.’ 

Aaron Saperstein bick to the row 
ifter taking the rest in Hiot 
Springs 

Gus Kahn has finally come into 





| 


his own. Name graces a loop lunch- 
eon menu. 

Dave Wolf blew in with Joe Lewis 
from the Coast. His first visit here 
in six years. 

Practically the whole bar asso- 
ciation at the opening of ‘Counsel- 
lor-at-Law.’ 

George Redmond, head 


NBC con- 


i tinuity scribbler, is celebrating an 
event in Detroit. 

Union restaurant on Randolph 
street went the way of all chattel 


mortgage foreclosures. 
An on the level monicker of Nertz 
has been dug up in the phone book. 


First name is Herman. 
Flossie Meroff, wife of the band 
leader, jumped in for a visit, leay- 


ing Bennie in Cleveland. 
Ben Eisenberg strutting the film 


row after having copped the Uni- 
versal sales prize * this territory. 
Bob Sanders, former NBC band 


booker, in and around here now for 
the CRBS Artists’ Service on a simi- 
lar assignment. 

Elmer Rice in for the ‘Counsellor- 
at-Law’ unveiling, unloaded a flock 


of inside info about the business 
over a WGN mike. 

Nettie Lozowick, Morris agency 
sec, will ankle down the aisle with 
Joe Hirsch, non-pro, April 10, 
weather permitting. 

Lou Lipstone among those who 
did a fast fadeout under the table 
when a souse unlimbered a cannon 
in that south side black and tan 


spot. 

Harry P. Munns spending his life 
in the loop these days, being quar- 
antined out of his own house while 
his kids get over the measles or 
something. 

Steve Trumbull, CBS p.a., started 
off in life with Logan as the initial 
moniker, but was talked out of it by 


a city editor, who said it didn’t pe- 
come a police reporter. 
Max Hirsh in the outer Apollo 


lobby tearing them off the roll for 
‘The Road to Life,’ Russ talker, says 
it'll be his road to ruin if they don’t 
furnish him with a couple of b. o. 
heaters. 





Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 


Cecil HAll has rheumatism. 

‘101 Ranch’ receivership asked for. 

Al Jolson here with ‘Wonder Bar.’ 

Eggs selling for 12 cents a dozen, 

Russell Taylor making good in St, 
Louis. 

Taxi fares in Tulsa three miles 
for two bits. 

Four bits is the price of half soles 
in Tulsa now. 

Pat McGee 
nights straight. 

Ten picture houses here open and 
close regularly. 

George Y. Henger yenning for 
another rabbit hunt. 

Local theatre men reported plan- 
ning a social club. 

Regal’s getting 16 hours a day of 
Pat McGee's life and time. 

‘What a Man’ seen on the streets 
of Olkahoma City recently. 

Tom Johnson longs to be back in 
Oklahoma City. Says Tulsa’s too 
tame. 

The 26-story Oklahoma-Biltmore 
hotel expected to open for biz in 
March, 

Duel Co. takes over four Oklae- 
homa theatres, two in Enid and two 
at Chickasha, 

The next Oklahoma legislature 
will have under consideration an 
amusement tax. 

Organized labor in 


ate at home four 


Oklahoma 


went on record in favor of light 
wines and beer. 
Young Democrats looking round 


for a leader, and already four can- 
didates’ hats in the ring. 

George Y. Henger knows the the- 
atrical biz from A to Z. Been a zone 
manager for a week now. 

Main Street theatre, Tulsa, has a 
country store program at least 
weekly, and Tom Johnson says biz 
is big. 

Oklahoma may yet be treated to a 
little winter, but a mocking bird 
was siging from a top limb Sunday 
morning. 

Our favorite son, ‘Alfalfa Bill’ 
Murray, has been in Washington, 
D. C., feeling his way around the 
White House. 

The fellow who habitually finds 
fault with his home town is gen- 





erally the one who does the least to 
make it better. 
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San Francisco 





Ed Fitzgerald's birthday. 

R. M. Brower out as Philco p.a. 

Joe Schenk’s rep, Lou Anger, 
town. 

La Argentina at the Tivoli Feb. 23 
and 28. 


Marion H. Kohn here on a secret 
mission. 


in 


‘Dad’ Freiling has shaved his 
mustache. 

Call-Bulletin’ cut to three cents 
Saturdays 

John Wharry Lewis pinched 
bad driving. 

Anson Weeks on third Lu Ky 
Strike broadcast. 

Dave Lerner deserts insurance to 
re-enter show biz. 

Melene Charka back to Capitol 
burlesque as prima. 

Jack Archer in from Hollywood; 
Leonard Goldstein, too. | 

Cliff Work, Mort Singer and Bern | 


| 


Bernard in and out again. | 

‘Zwei Menschen’ holding over for | 
third week at the Filmarte. 

Homer Curran east soon to look 
over the Broadway play crop. 

The Carltons (nee Dave and 
Ruth Tribe) into the Bal Tabarin. 

Bunny Duncan, blues singer, back 
after two years on KGU, Honolulu. 

Claude Sweeten takes a week off 
from his Golden Gate baton waving. 

Max Waizman, German dialecti- 
cian long in legit, on NBC drama 
staff. 

Gene Karlin, New Jersey grind 
house operator, mgr. Premier, Oak- 
land. 

Naoum 


Blinder new symphony 


concert master, succeeding Nathan 
Abas. 
Claude LeBelle returns to his 


‘News’ drama desk after an appen- 
dix op. 

W. M. Rosenblum, former banker 
for theatrical interests, now a big 


realtor. 

Harvey and Kay Karels finally 
reach Frisco and with the fingers 
crossed. 

Benay Venuta held over for a 
deuce week with Paul Ash at the 
Warfield. 


Bad man tried to hold up Elias 
Nasser with the Castro receipts but 
was captured. 

Wilfred Deming, Jr., indie cellu- 
loid producer, and wife docked here 
after China trip. 

Frank Stever has a big get-to- 
gether with the frau and a week-old 
daughter this week. 

California Artists’ Protective as- 
sociation is planning a Feb. 29 bene- 
fit show at the Tivoli. 

For $2,000 one can buy Belle Liv- 
ingstone’s Rolls, repossessed by a 
Van Ness avenue car dealer, 

Oswald Jacoby, bridge partner of 
Sidney Lenz, due to the coast soon— 
and to teach the Culbertson system. 

While at the Fox, Frank Jenks is 
o. o'ing the old familiar spots he 
grew to know while m.c. at the Gra- 
nada, 

Joseph March and Peggy von 
Eltz, Fanchon Royer and Jack Gal- 
lagher here after Hollywood mar- 
riages. 

Hazel Rogers, studio cosmetician, 
here after world tour, sez she'll 
marry Robert Paul Thompson, L. A. 
radio announcer, March 20, 


Long Island 


By Joe Wagner 











Island beaches crowded. 

Flushing to get -nera on Mar. 12. 

Lots of bootleg sheet music ven- 
dors. 

Rockaways may 
week. 

Nabe pic houses giving things 
away. 


revive carnival 


Harold McMahon is feeling fine 
again. 

College Point wants’ Station 
WMCA. 


German and Italian pics going 
over in Queens. 

The cops are grabbing lots of 
bookies in Jamaica. 

Jesse Lowenthal is celebrating a 
marriage anniversary. 


The Beach-combers are com- 
plaining about depression. 
Just too bad for slot machine 


operators and soothsayers. 
Loads of North Shore folks 
New York Social Register. 
Bill Hawkins likes Flushing and 
would like to reside there. 
Motorcycle polo at old Rothstein 
race track in Middle Village. 
Marjorie Keeler, Buby’s kid sis- 
ter, in Flushing Gridiron show. 
Great Neck Players will do their 


in 


stuff Feb. 29 and Mar. 1 and 2 
Bill Donoghue, Queens newspa- 

per man, marries Ruth Laurier. 
The North Shore Yacht Club in 


Port Washington will reorganize. 

The Seminole Club of Forest Hills 
will hold its first revue on Mar. 5. 

Several new golf courses will rise 
over the meadows on Jamaica Bay. 

The mystery of the green belt 
has them guessing at Loew's Tri- 
Boro. 

The New Columbia theatre, 
a famed nickelodeon 
torn down. 

Jack Ginsburg, formerly of Roxy, 
is new chief of staff at the Tri- 
Boro. 

It is about tir-- they took new 
photos for the Rockaway picture 
cards. 

Thyra Samter Winslow dashed 
from her home in Kew Gardens to 


once 
in Maspeth, 


| entine. 





|} Washington to help fight for more 
ijand better copyright laws. 

| Boulevard theatre in Jackson 
| Heights opened again with stock by 
bey 


ithe Guy K. Austin players. 

The stork has just presented two 
boys to the wives of two Tri-Boro | 
men—Edward Rush, chief electri- | 

ind Sidney Volpow, violinist. | 
Toledo 
By Dick M’George | 


Snow! 

Mills Bros. play Paramount. | 
Jack Dempsey in first bout. 
Mauce Adams at the Granada. 
M-G-M’s ‘Freaks’ will open Val- 


Ten-cent dances 
good biz. 
Free list 
‘Girl Crazy.’ 
Stan Malotte collecting huzzas for 
work at Par. 


doing pretty 


suspended at Par for 


I. H. Herk, of Columbia, visits 
parents here. 

Sim Micals taking up comedy 
roles at the Empire. 

Bill Delehanty succeeds Louis 
Haas as chief of police. 

Gangsters being harried and gam- 


bling joints being raided. 

Horace Heidt and his boys booked 
here for annual frat dance. 

Valentine rates police protection 
in transfer of money to the bank, 

Granada is dark following folding 
of stock. Second-run pix are in the 
offing. 

Rollin M. Starr, veteran newspa- 
perman and yachtsman, found dead 
in bed. 


City council gives permission to 
apple vendors to sell without a 
license. 

Martha Morton, last member of 
the defunct Granada players to 
leave town. 

Lita Grey Chaplin and Georges 


Carpentier booked 
successive weeks. 
Barry Shedd, Rivoli, staged a Boy 
Scout act in his theatre in connec- 
tion with the National week. 
WSPD drawing unfavorable com- 
ments because of local ad readers 
between each CBS identifier. 
Pantheon reverted to one of those 
‘Don’t come if you have a weak 
heart’ ads to plug ‘Hatchet Man.’ 
Chevron Players, local, played 
Eugene O’Neill’s ‘Bound East for 
Cardift’ so well, three people fainted. 
Rumor around that Harry Win- 
ters is resigning as manager of the 


in at Rivoli in 


Empire. And after 25 years. No 
denial. 
’Twill be funny seeing Wally 


Caldwell in his new office after be- 
ing accustomed to his cubby-hole in 
the wall. 

Dick Richards, ‘Blade’ d. e., works 
the copy desk until noon and then 
is relieved by Ralph Phelps, radio 
ed. Flu epidemic. 

No beefs on strip numbers at the 
Empire even when they’re bad. But 
Sam Micals attempts a clean show. 
Maybe that’s why biz is bad. 

Fred Mollenkopf, Dick Overmeyer, 
Clyde Knox, Louise Carr, Kent 
Meader, all ‘Blade’ staff members, 
stricken with flu on same day last 
week. 

Dick Richards caused a lot of 
headaches by walking into the office 
before 7 a.m. one morning, thus 
spoiling his record of 11 a.m. ar- 
rivals, 

Willie Mylander, 
expert deluxe, 


golf and bank 
has a new accom- 
plishment. Contract bridge. Yes, 
sir! Contract. Willie is second in 
a locai tourney and is surpassed 
only by two society matrons. Wil- 
lie is writing publicity for the tour- 


ney. 
Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 





A. J. Smith retiring. 


$8,000,000 relief bill signed by gov- 
ernor. 


Garden reopened with ‘Arrow- 
smith.’ 
Chris. Hawtrey back on _ the 
‘News.’ 


‘Pinkey’ 
is Myron. 

Tony Thenee back to hospital for 
six more weeks. 


Mitchell's real first name 


Cornelia Otis Skinner schedulea 
for Pabst in March. 

Clarence Eschenberg assisting 
Geo. Fisher at Milwaukee. 

New outdoor advertising combi- 
nation lists Al Coughlin, Hershet 
Scott and Jack Hanrahan. 


Nate Blumberg got his start at 
the Alhambra under the eagle eye 
of Art Dunn. And not yesterday. 

Mayor Hoan getting loads of fan 
mail following radio hookup telling 
the world what a wow this town's 
government is. 

Myron L. Stuart, expelled from 
union for failure to pay $500 fine 
following employment of non-union 
musician, was denied a temporary 
injunction by Judge Kleczka. 

Arthur Lake, appearing at Wis- 
consin, was the guest of the Gordon 
Smiths. Mrs. Smith, the sister of 
Lenore Ulric, appeared in films until 
an injury made work impossible. 








machines. 


New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 


Ruth Etting is nice to talk to. } 
Y. M. H. A. ball drew 1,000 to} 
Arena, 
Harry 
i.ctors. 
Cops 


Feldman no like foreign 


on rampage against slot | 


Now 


‘Stooge’ 


they’re him 
Ward. 

Barney Rapp sticks at Bridgeport 
Fox-Poli indef. 


calling Roy 


Bernie Hynes has assumed Fox- | 
Poli headaches. | 
Bill Tilden’s tennis circus drew 


only 400 to Arena. 

Trev. McCluskey got a kick out of 
that Tanguay visit. 

Henry Busse swinging golf clubs 
indoors these days. 

Has Bill Moffa still got that ring 
Mae Murray gave him? 

Fire did $75,000 damage to An- 
sonia’s Tremont theatre. 
Kearney Walton going gym 
keep that belt-line in order. 
What memories F. & M. ‘Stars of 
Yesterday’ unit revived here. 

Well, the Borderlight club had an 
auspicious beginnirg anyhow. 

Too many celebs in one. week had 
Harvey Cocks tearing his hair. 

Did Stub Walton ever get back to 
the Coast, or is he still walking? 
They call B. E. Hoffman and Dan 
Finn ‘boss’ over at Warner’s now. 
Thief lifted $215 from acrobats’ 
dressing room at Fox-Poli week ago. 
After ten years the Three Slate 
Bros, return to old home, Elm City. 
That new m.c. job at Fox-Brook- 
lyn got Freddy Mack’s pan in local 
sheet. 

Local Congressman Tilson’s boy, 
John, is now assignment editor of 
Yale ‘News.’ 
Yale Pundits 
Josef Haydn 
song and story. 
Mary Cohane of WTIC has com- 
posed a number called ‘Love Song I 
Wrote for You.’ 

Was Cliff Pascarella’s face red 
when Lina Basquette called him an 
Irishman on stage. 

Who'll be the outstanding femme 
stage or screen star at this year’s 
Yale Junior Prom (26)? 

Mission Players offer original 
play, ‘Princess and the Tinker,’ by 
James Masselli, director. 

Engagement of La Argentina at 
Shubert gave blue-bloods chance to 
break out the boiled shirts. 


to 


Franz 
with 


observed 
bi-centennial 





Yale Drama School boys doing 
costumes, lights and scenery for 


skating carnival, 
at Arena (25). 

When they do get a smash hit 
(‘Blessed Event’) in this town, 
Gotham promoters cut its run short 
to rush it into N. Y. 

Irwin P. Wener, one-time sports 
promoter and music publisher worth 
$500,000, took poor debtor's oath in 
bankruptcy here. Unable to raise 
$30 filing cost. 


Buffalo 


By Sidney Burton 


‘Night of Magic,’ 





Benny Wallerstein now operating 
the Broadway solo. 

Legitimate houses go dark again 
next week indefinitely. 

Russell Hardie’s hit in ‘Zoom’ 
sounds good to his home folks. 

Jimmy Goodrich, former light- 
weight champ, filed bankruptcy 
petition. 

George McKenna on his own 
showing the boss in Florida via mail 
how to increase the weekly grosses. 

Kreutzberg and his dancing group 
in for one night at Erlanger Friday 
and after Ted Shawn, who vowed 
‘never again.’ 

Century rushed in showing of 
Tulane-Southern California film 
when Lafayette announced Notre 
Danme-Southern California special. 

Saturday night’s midnight benefit 
for unemployed under auspices lo- 
cal civic organizations turned in 
over $5,000 to Mayor’s special un- 
employment committee. 

‘Electra’ had most of the local re- 
viewers up a tree on what to say 
and how to say it. Maybe Charlie 
Otto’s between performance dinner 
to the boys and their femmes had 
something to do with it. 





Indianapolis 


By Gene Haynes 


Charlie Davis still unoccupied. 

Beer prices down along with aliky. 

Jack Tilson’s band playing over 
WKBF. 

New prohibition 
takes office. 

Small downtown 10 cent houses 
drawing them in. 

City of Indianapolis putting city- 
owned plane in service to combat 
bandits. 

Lester Huff, organist, has com- 
pleted circuit of downtown theatres. 
He's now at Indiana. 

Attendance at MIndiana’s. state 
parks last year increased 89,179. 
Paid admissions totaled $566,188. 


administrator 








i\Gordon is on the ‘Sentinel’ staff. 








| third matinee. 


|} put on stage shows. 





of ‘Green Pastures’ and Chicago 
manicure, were married Monday (1). 
Red Curtiss’ contract extended at 
Cantwell’s Showboat eatery. Had 
been supposed to close last week- 
end (7). 
Something new 


in stock. Berkell 


| stock at newly opened Keith’s play- 
|ing ‘Little Jessie James,’ had aid of 
| local dance outfit and girl's band. 


‘Green Pastures,’ in at English’s 
|for week, sold out and thru quick 
|} arrangements was able to put on 


Show grossed about 
$26,000. 

Indiana’s straight sound program 
holding up. Circle is down, 
the reason B. V. Sturdivant, 
mogul, wants Davis band to go in to 


Denver 


Auto show this week. 

Police radio in operation. 

Orpheum opened Feb. 11. 
est in Colo. 

F. J. Barry, traveling 
N. Y., here checking. 

J. H. Ashby spending few days in 
Black Hills selling RKO films. 

Thermometer rose 33 degrees in 
one hour, 8 to 9 a.m. Chinook wind. 

Joe Solomon takes Utah-Montana 
territory for ‘Our Gang’ statuettes. 

Ministerial association demand 
three ‘public, enemies’ be run out of 
town. 

Sam Jackson on way to China as 
war correspondent for group of 
dailies. 

W. J. Eckert, former art director 
Publix theatres here, takes same 
job with new Orpheum. 

RKO team leads film row 
ing league. Metro, Film 
and Paramount in that order. 

J. T. Sheffield here for his trial 
with Thos. Sullivan and others over 
conversion of property at Gothic. 

E. M. Glucksman, A. J. Kirwan, 
Henry Dreyfuss, N. Y., Morgan C. 
Ames, Omaha, and Albert Kahn, 
Chicago, all RKO, here for Or- 
pheum opening. 

These out of town exhibitors seen 
on the row: R. G. Giffee, Hotch- 
kiss, Colo.; Bud Kelley, Greeley, 
Colo.; F. E. Rider, Waunetta, Neb.; 


Larg- 


auditor, 


bowl- 
Delivery 


W. B. Cook, Central City, Colo.; 
J. J. Goodstein and Harold Rice, 
Pueblo, Colo.; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Kelly, Salida. 
By C. R. Austin 
The songsheets at 5c not only 


back, but they block traffic. 

New popcorn stores with special 
trick ways of making the odor per- 
meate outdoors. 

The Newark Paramount has 
opened a station for free parking. 
First to try this. 

The legits are running into more 
weeks, but Lou Holtz’ vaude show 
cleaned up at the Shubert. 

Hahne’s, a department store, of- 
fered five free acts of vaudeville in 
a show Lincoln’s birthday, all pro- 
fessionals. 

Sidney Franklin ran out on the 
receivership of the Little and took 
a trip to Texas to see Stuart I. 
Whitmarsh, Back in a week. 

With the Mosque and Carlton 


closed in addition to the Rialto, 
South Broad street is completely 
showless. But the Orpheum’s re- 


opening has 
street back. 


brought Washington 





Canton 


By Rex O’Connell 


No dark theatres. 

No vaude here till fall. 

Freak museum makes appearance 
on Market street, first in years. 

Austin Wylie comes out of retire- 
ment with brand new dance band. 

Nickle pictures at Majestic in 
Akron, first here in almost 15 years, 

Cantor-Jessel unit show, billed 
for auditorium this month, defi- 
nitely out. 

George Marlow, 
soon for Europe 
home here, 

Major Small, circus midget here, 
signs with Hagenbeck-Wallace for 
this season. Was with Sells-Floto 
last season. 

Rosenblum Celtics and Brooklyn 
Americans play at auditorium here 
for a half buck top, lowest admis- 
sion on record for big time pro 
basket ball 

Radio commercial getting tougher 
with few repeats at WHBC. Sta- 
tion using little flesh and trying to 
get by with transcriptions now on 
all commercials. 

Reb Russell’s Barn, new down- 
town nitery, surviving without cou- 
vert charge and with popular food 


a contortionist, 
again, ill at his 


prices. Floor show nightly and 
good dance band. 
Hippodrome, Youngstown film 


house, puts in five acts, independent 
vaude, Sundays, at two-bits top, in 
opposition to RKO Palace which 
has been offering only stage shows 














Freddie Archibald, alias ‘Flatfoot' 


there for several months, 





That's | 
Publix | 
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Kansas City 


Will R. Hughes 





Automobile 
day evening. 
Hinda Wausau has been draw 


show opened Sature 


in 
big crowds to the Gayety. s 
No Wednesday matinee for A} 


Jolson here week of Feb. 28. 


Ted Fiorito and band opened at 
the Hotel Muehlebach, Tuesday. 

Local car drivers are busy buying 
drivers’ license cards, new for this 
town, 

Jim Fulton and Freddie S|} rman 
ire new members of the Woody ird 

| stock. 

Jack Moffit is running a new cole 
umn in the Sunday ‘Star’ ‘Among 
Movie Fans.’ 

Kansas City Blues will leave for 
Orange, Texas, winter training 
quarters March 1, 

A fashion show and a television 
exhibit have been added to the rege 











ular automobile show. 

Ed. W. Cochrane conducting hig 
column in the ‘Journal-Post’ from 
Palm Beach. Pretty soft this sporte 
ing editing. 

Trains from east and west brought 
several prominent picture stars to 
Union station. Those who met were 
Eddie Cantor, Ben and Bebe Lyon, 
Edward G. Robinson and Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Meighan. 


‘Ace’ in his column, ‘Lobbying,’ 
conducted from Chicago, gave the 
local theatregoers a verbal spank- 


ing for failing to attend ‘Three's qa 
Crowd.’ He catalogued the town 
with the ones that like their shows 
‘undressed and rough.’ 


Rochester 


By Don Record 


Jules Greenstone loss of ine 
dependent theatre operator blow to 
film industry. 

Doris Dalton of the Auditorium 
stock is studying voice with Adelin 
Fermin of the Eastman school. 

Manager Harry Somerville, of the 
Sagamore hotel, has installed a golf 
school with Pro Tom Butler in 
charge. 

‘Three’s a Crowd’ stopping off for 
three performances (13, 14) at the 
Lyceum on jump from Des Moines 
to Boston. 

Riviera theatre follows the Mone 
roe in putting on ‘family night’ proe 
grams approved by the _ Better 
Films Council. 

Margaret Wolff, daughter of Mrs, 
Martin E. Wolff, owner of the Ly- 


sees 


ceum theatre, married Count Loris 
Riccio of Italy in Paris. 

‘Mystery of Life’ film held over 
at the Little theatre after Unie 
versity professors defended sciens 


ked. 
Finn, former mane 
Temple, packing his 
15th annual Southern 
the old days of 
vaude. He hates the 


tific value, and pastors kno 

J. H. (Mickey) 
ager of the 
bags for his 
trip, mourns 
straight 
movies. 

Erickson Perkins, Jr., William 
Sloan and Seely Whitmore, Navy 
reserve fliers, gave ‘Hell Divers’ & 
sendoff with stunt maneuvers over 
Loew's Rochester theatre on open- 
ing day. 


Syracuse 


By Chester B. Bahn 


Transfer of Raymond B. Jones, 
Paramount pilot, to Rochester has 
been cancelled. 

Cerio Brothers, local hoofers, have 
returned to vaudeville as the Carol 
Brothers, after an experiment with 
a dancing school here. 

Gus W. Lampe, manager of the 
Eckel for Skouras, has signed him- 
self as an added attraction next 
week. Lampe has been doing a ra- 
dio act with the theatre's featured 
organist, Paul H. Forster, as ‘Paul 
and Gus.’ 

Lou F. Stafford, Syracuse song 
writer and composer, who is 4l- 
leged to have written a threatening 
letter to Mrs. Henrietta Coleman, 
prisoner at the Onondaga County 
jail, will have a mental examina- 
tion at Worcester, Mass., where hé 
was arrested. 

Col. Jefferson D. Davis, new 
deputy prohibition administrator 
for Northern New York, says he'll 


raid clubs maintaining bars ‘if 
agents can get evidence,’ despite 
exclusive membership. Which 1s 
accepted here as a tip that the 
colonel will lay off provided the 
clubs admit only bona fide meme 
bers. 


Motion Picture Committee of the 
Syracuse Federation of Womens 
Club, following investigation © 
conditions in local theatres, has 
filed law violation charges with 
Commissioner of Public Safety, 
William E. Rapp. Federation claims 
it found children as young as eight 
years admitted to theatres unes- 
corted. 

His inability to cram the last five 
slugs in the coin box of a telephone 
prevented a Watertown youngster 
from making a_ transcontinental 
phone call to his favorite Holly- 
wood actress. Youth told operator 
he was dropping quarters in t? 
meet the $10 tariff, but the bex be- 
came filled when $8,75 had been de- 
posited 
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r Al ‘Fridas V isor,’ all-talking Swedish tudy Donat 
icture, at Lyceum. soten* Maste Ho 
as Souvenirs for women at Bain-| | ss,” underlined attraction, ! wien rne hometowning. 
o < pridge stock matinees. sates map of Chinese war district W ; verybody’s flying these days. 
= s Ty > > » - ~ »YVers ry ” 
Bi Bill Mapes of local _theatricai| on —= by newspaper headlines as on ly a year, Business was a exam Several speaks still handling b 
Aw. fraternity getting married. Trust : By J Fire one morning at 2 a” a Barbara Weeks tried ects; 
1} ig . yir ‘ ° ste , < ~ . o > aS “s ry 
7 High school girls and boys found paabre ee for Harry Rosenberg y John Daly stroyed the Lake Haven Inn p Bir Bab Langley bel sg Sante Sas 
grinking in raided spe.keasy. 8 upt local furrier, obtains $2,000] Frank M y resort, near Prattville : le ance | club. ongs to a femme 
rms ik Trise vs . . gme arains “> ‘rank J] ? or: 7 . é age 
rman Mike Frisch, local RKO exchange | acx — against Dan Moriarty on} as a a — pressed into service = grand. aagee Mirror’s new front classi 
ird manager, hurt in train wreck. ter’s ni Br, gambling losses at lat- Si y chaacinasin critic. Somebody started @ , stem. classiest on the 
Market W eek brought some tran. on night club. ; —e Romberg visiting old frie when they said Mary —— Norman Eltin 
Cole gient business to showhouses. sie ut Gill, Minneposta press agent in his wife’s home town. nds | oldest cashier in ae re was | Tivoli. tltinge for week at El 
nong Bebe Banick, line captain in F-M| ni MPa ogghosrns on ‘Tribune’ ry Se ; a J. Payette starts a spect ’ McKinnev says she i 1. Now Pearl eee theskers ta.é 
rf > tides Retieciies : : : ghts a ee sat >| campaig a ‘SS a speciai ea dint he 2 AS ‘ : s 
©. o ahe Peseigd Minne apolis girl. wens ae | to gain newspaper ae for George Arliss. - The sale of New York tab news With cops. or more trouble 
e for All Sheehan, ace WCCO radio an- blici . 1ddie Kueppers, State ardie Meakin gets a ba papers in Birmingham h i hire? Frank Arnold RC 
pouncer handled Aut : r publicity purveyor . _ meet Kate S ; and to since gham has increased O1Cc (NBC ) spes k 
ining aatke ari -~ rng omobile Show.| on St. Paul ‘Pi yor, ne 4 likewise Teddy Ww — at the station Fi ; the showing of ‘Five Starz ad leazue. speaker for 
Mike Prisca, exchange man oe oneer Press.’ y allen, batti * m: ‘inal’ and ‘Sob Sister.’ 2 star Paul 
: * an- Martie , ss. taste , attinge for 2 Sob Sister Make ul Jones zg — per 
isi = 699 hurt in train wreck, still laid| tral aivi setae new Publix cen- se the radio, gets mike Rory Joe Anderson still feels a littl Showhouse gets a new shingle for 
a p. oy sion ‘director and sritish embassy : : gnt. | creepy r gett - ee Bil ug! 
rege ; tric ; and forme ties she assy getting re: ye ae y over getting t 2 } sill August - 
eg Pg re age nant Met date saa oP pee ge here, in town mone a Prince of SA gay Sige A for | he believed to bi + hat rr kage | Showhouse istin head man at the 
eb. 22-24. Then ‘Green Pas $ acy Barnum of Ne , July. : 8 in | out to be c be a bomb and turned . te ogi 
" astures,’ | i New York book : o be country sat , l’emmes ns 
x hig week. s,| ing department 2S a. Premium T All 2 a sae’ Ss wrapped up in spri 
fro \utomobile Sh - A party throw » Buest of honor at! White He offered for seats — - m Alle n says he’s satisfied t style shows. spring 
beste last Ce the rs ow at Auditorium Records hn by local bunch. quet ; ouse correspondents’ ban stay in Birmingham a while wi U oO Phil Lorner headli 
. ce ecor : ‘ : § s . ‘ l. < ” Acc oo ee “ nite, n- Nea 2 . 
102,000 oke records, drawing} bottles of bam Rn 20,000 fewer Walter H oe omething pops up he will I os charity ball. ined for debs’ 
 hglete , ‘ ; ‘escription lic oan : ampden , 1e carnival gam ne ib 1€ave Carl Sand! ’ 
There ‘ ; ; sol "a yuor were cag Te and Brix . al game for got irl Sandburg : 
ught Theremin at Minnesota as addea rid here in 1931 than in 1930, 3 Hooker have lunch with Pr srian Vernon Reaver fle i, 0d. by toothacl &’s poetic date marred 
rs to attraction. Miracle angle ‘idn’ tributed either to depr Yo, at-| Hoover. resident | las for di ew over to Dal- nia? ache. 
= impress. 5 didn’t} overproducti epression or Advance % | inner and the wisecuys are zlizabeth King handling tl > 
Wp Nine uptown ‘ind Prescripti - hes bootlegged liquor. | feld’s “ik tc sale for “Hot Cha,’ Zieg oy if he still had the dint i Cae Hele nae ne oo 
4yon Z : independent’ the- j ons otaled 60,43 sein s latest, tops my - | when he landed 2 ; > dinner Bure’s first 
and atres combine to take box MP ag 364 year. 60,434 last] opening. ’ I $10,000 before peepee ~ woe a digg! the local airport. be a _— tab sheet shows up 
newspapers. i i | Aster to have ‘Revi Ambassad ~ . wht te doing his an-| W. B 2c. ’ 
) ats . ave ‘Revivs ee assador Claude : nouncing sez ae ; Ss an WwW. B rs 
ying,’ Amateur league hockey g¢: | changing daily and sl al Week,’|goes to the Ros el of France | up with gente’ ta & chale eengwed }Citens B. King looking over Rio 
> the drawing. Professional |] : ~ ipa of year’s 10 bes te 1owing seven) ‘Cyrano.’ stand comedy, | hac i 1 pillows. He has a sprained irande valley. 
a. ee wast season $ a sockey was|by Merle Pott * af psn selected | WW rf ie ‘ vaack from doing some Sokal wont: reg auditorium having troubl 
a i- 4 “ . ° J. 7 tter, ‘Journal’ dr: ‘ : lil gers calls on Jack Gar — PE te ihe ork with bookings ‘ ng oubdie 
e's & Publix employes toss _ birthd: i editor—‘Criminal Code,” ‘S ama|and occupies the Speaker's ay tage oe —e aehad. tien 
town party for Johnny Branto hday | . iatemenh? ied ode,’ Smiling | the House Speaker’s chair in ‘ ts. a dad, chronic night spot 
t subject booker : n, short) ‘Daddy , ‘Skippy,’ ‘Bad Girl,’ Margaret or another try spot, off 
hows ‘Bugs’ rete tar et dy Long Legs, ‘Madelon Clau- | als argaret Anglin starts rehear iispur New record, tl 
tuzz’ Bainbridge, ex-circ det,’ and ‘Fr Ae , au-| als for Bi-Ce ; qian snears- : VS 'ts iree days 
; jad » CX~ us mal! ont Page. ts : i-Centennial pagez nee shine out 1 ays of sun- 
god Shrine Circus at scatter: a mi ing the lead. pageant, play- By Hal Cohen ae ine Me 1 
um Feb, 22 ¢ : : " _aa Mas pie ine aude Iluze ack fr - 
Rabon as usual. fason Peters gets a new offic oA sme,” email, 2 ack from N. Y., mie 
Governor Olson, raised in Minn Gal the new Commerce buildi office in Lew Joseph has been in tl I ‘Dispat " —_ 
: 7 near ‘ivate ing—with < sit 3 as been in the show spatch’ boos y 
ote page's ' eae Jewish veston wa shone hei pons “4 ith a | business since he was 15. tainers with oa WRR enter 
ee. aaisn. Josepn , Gui shhanrine “I pee tr ge 
Vivian Pearson 20-vear By George A. Seel ‘Post’ ag Kelley, former Pht ap Pe ing Too True to Be oe k Tritch, Okla. Citv, added 
girl who quit iat At oe d local esses sal's writing — joins Univer- Claire pone Holy Week ii " row peddlers vs ed to 
ar : bes nigh scnoo o enter = s Ay afi, aire Madjette 3 . . Joe Miller wig 
f ine pictures, back Pag r| Henry Waldm: ; Carter B tate? jette has left Eddie! },; Miller helps ee 
a ta Miniciica’ te hay lat Tokio. nann and orchestra] toned sadder Gee ait tee kee a high- Oecd waren after five “etka C oe at oe less with a 
‘ pe ave another | a . é 1e 2 " at rr urner a es Me. anh : . 
, Theatre Guild show in Marcel ner) Signa Serene — —theatre and s local scribes | for the Ubang put more paper out! motors Turner, last of lyceun 
rium Green Pastures’ Maren and! Quee : a draw act at the Sol B sports. Ibangi tribe than Ringling m rs, turning legi : n pro- 
jell bbe astures’ in April. 1een with future-reading < : So] Bloom, the dinner gues does. siins Dave I § legit. 
delin Universal getting lots ; R: J ading act. Japanese ts guest of the The ‘ ew stopped ove 
k playing time in ee s of preferred attleship Wremise ae Germin conan ron pe —— sees no rea- | w he John Harries due back thi little golf with Leroy Bick at for a 
r th fr srritory this cruise -arlsr a x ete zc "¢ : a-| week fr in MPiaies Bes, s eri ; J ckel. 
a a of anniversary driv nes a helping theatre Stoddard Darter has moon from their Hawailan honey- ame tale rounded up all the ama 
. golf utting ban on ‘i » n house r gs up a new alent for an . : 
baby : n ‘immoral mag: y yuse record for 5 Darrell Marti , Hav another benefit 
} c? av re naga- Pa) ; p a F: . ‘. Mar t . ‘a a , oo it. 
r in Sabithetion or Anderson ord: Bh an “a re es 21 years director duction, ‘Blessed ware pro- | Tele,’ and his mong wane os 4 Sun-|p ay nea im reopened as Civic 
ions from news @ I 4 4 1a Shrine bana , Clayton |] x 4 At. pany » as < » parted com- Ayers 1 ‘ommand t I n 
ff for Prosperity sstands. for another ve , re-elected | p,. 7 .. lamilton interview L —* Ella B. Mo < o Love. 
: the FP bea e rity note—one day's mail : year. Be nnett and merits an edi we Ira fhe Harry Harrises postcar reapentne wi ore, Nerro burleycue 
pines tracts — 50 signed film con What purports to be Al Capone’ The Post’—on the theatre itorial in} Agua _ Caliente It’s pee Looks Progen — for whites. — 
. s to local Columbi: : -|armored automobi Siesiana sd Walter P : : wealthy.’ : ~ great to be .0oks like a battle of 1 eige 
Tulane-So a exchange. sj z mobile drawing littl alter Hampden, Bri aithy. tween Paul Shor obbies be- 
“ Southern Californi - business on M ke €@i and Clay ’ rian Hooker Harvey G ° aul Short and Cur 
Mon ball pictures : ornia foot- Market street. ayton Hamilton 1 . arvey Gaul looking : Schools t P urt Beck. 
- s out of State on ac Eicht sut guests at the Whi uncheon | cheap rowi around for a 3 booking Eastman K ’ 
pros of house being behi » account tight submarines from canal zc Salle 1e White House ap rowing machine to reduce tl four-reeler on Ge é odak’s 
. -=hind on bookings here April 18 fey anai zone Mabelle J ; . waistline e the ; 1 George Washing 
etter Mayor puts lid OKiINES. | inert: to give the boys shore | Jam ennings introduces ’ Jimmy Ellard’s re ashington. 
beer ries on two spiked- liberty after long stay i ys shore | vames Dunn ove — Jack Keough, broug bally the s return got mo 
parlors ¥ oe bea page i g stay in tropics arr ia ver the air—w 028 , brought on fr ally than the h . re 
Mrs. Minnesota pi ad a rt i at of aa, Sadler’s tent tieches ~— —_ lending a hand ith rg By A Hearst radio service ae man. ome town congress- 
. , ; eae | tudents’ ang- stock) we ¢ . , Mooney ho . é cf AE. . , Wlées : 
ae a y. rae: ness on the —- ae with busi- | master of kseaen ane Post- Conrad Nagel insis Pye dads warning vags to st 
,oris F ocal group negotiating - good pgrade and going quet from TI ston, gets a ban- through the ~s : - isted upon a tour ];.1- of the ‘Y’ by at ; lez cer 
Crazy Quilt’ int s to bring! ad have WT 1e Old Timers’ club l gh the Heinz factory before he Llocks, east four 
over toriun o Lyceum or Audi-| George Mitchley d Steve Early compiling . eft town. ; Doug 
Ad um en route east fr | well put ov shley and Roy Leffing- | celebrities 1 g a record of Ned Doy! Doug Hawley, ‘Times 
Unie coast. om west! chow over first society wrestling | House with 1} meets at the White | Howard ‘1 e out as m. e. of Scripps- critic, should get a bra pendrin 
scie ‘Theremin,’ ; ; ever staged ‘ef eee se—with his Par iv _— ress,’ wit sancaiel modesty , ass button 
dj i iil coocat which produces music local charity. here for benefit of | machine, amount picture | named yet. , ee Joe Bell t Aig 
: ‘ator waves hands in f Since T a Andy < Ly 7 7 - sell, town’s sing 
‘ ‘ts ‘A CS hk s in fror Since Texas ranger Andy Kelle = 4ynn Morrow, the pied marries T thes singing 
mane of it, added attraction at Minne "o it oaeidiaueen rangers stopped the} wage a colt y and Nelson Bell |the air three time he ether scribe, on 1arries Toma Genaro, d: B usher, 
x his theatre. Minnesota neak dnkoe exhibitions, the weekly | discovery — pe war over the| news hunt imes daiy as WWSW’s New York. , dancer, from 
thern LeRoy Westi mat entertainments hav ely | discovery Of Kate Smith, K A ies * er. ; Commis 
stin, ; oe : ave been r. | Ke o 1, Krooning ‘ , , . mish mee v7 
g of one of fastest py eee head usher, me theatre men a headache Blv ‘ = me rine, ; ’ ing t patch of nite spots trying to get $250,000 for rt ts. here to raise 
the ployes. Was patch 8 ing Publix em- Pa nag - s carnival here for Mardi Pig bs entworth rehearses cho pon a to effect a Satdee night | YO! fair, 1933 xas part in Chi's 
Sie aso s assistant janitor not| “7°* _J° ted by police. All " s to be led by Walter Dam . — ao 7 Rudy Vallec’s 
tia . concessions ae game | on steps of U. S. Capi amrosch Dick Powe aie i ae alleec’s papa i 
iam Minnesota theatre had se * of PO pre to comprising over 60% | ton’s aden S. Capitol, Washing- rarer <1 A pereng 8 has added a valve missionary work ponte S “oo 
Navy = a of installation of ae lered protien Bo osed by police for al- Harry oad of ot Ale growing collection the Maine state c. of c d here for 
‘rs’ & urray on scree Archbishop 5h i ng. : " ’ onaw, president of oe : = »nts. Why ‘Crazy O p Fey ° 
. ? sc n same nig es) ee E. F. 5 > ; me tional Associati Na- Don Bes . : avy Quilt’ cracks < 
over #t ceremony. ght as day ann TR capes get White and | all the reg rg of Broadcasters, | Loew Pavone age offered some 10 grand and ‘House ~ around 
open- ay tr ‘ : s organi S« : . owa to . oft th ut ° 1e closes his nosedive , ‘ seautiful’ 
gets MM C Art aoa age gg es meets “y Amusement Co. we Pig Boe — a Ngee oe ke re sical hes ar ig oor here. oe I pee berth ory ‘na yaekers 
M. C. A. time for his ‘Mys +10 50 *” ‘apita . _ = , sue Cz ‘ 7 . tea IWS Got a k j ‘‘ 
of Melodies,’ orchestra : a tro <5 oer a to operate motion pic- | manager ae ille, former Poli| ting u irol and Nick Stuart put- siety’s big charity po ge gs oe 
ao with 3. usic ee culvastaw? Son eee presidential do publicity in the | local men wociety friends during hotel for $1, and *300. sna 
Vumerous churc oa ston’s greatest need } campaig ahead— agement. Hicrhbrow to squeezed in 
§ ches givi moder ee is a} the Democ a for Dave Br , > WSs patronizi i 
vals and giving carni- dern theatre, accordi »crats. e Broudy spend : , at H ynizginge burl 
‘ other entertai Fiers , according to Jos leg : : pending his time|‘ inpodrome f - eque 
ainme jerste ; seph learning ¢ om ae sr ae : € e for the afte : 
raise needed funds, : rents to ein of chamber of commerc golf a contract bridge until the whoopee. Debs think 't iter -Ganee 
i . , and some , | committe . e season ope nk ‘thev’re s 
“o> chance devices BOiNE | pit. b . Joe says one will be P When H pens. ming. y’re slume 
Minnesot ry ilt, but he doesn’ , ° , arry Brow : , Conv 
sota Dramatic Gui a hep sn’t say by wh ' ce. own answers his onventions t¢ » 
Jones, second annual pan pod r- = to hold Fe —— one of few cities in l arm gree nays he isn’t in until ua talkers in a whee . commercial 
r has ment on U e ylay tourna- -xas unhit by depr / n who's calling : medi © way. Figure b ~ 
Iniversityv e Rens : pressio 's leat dee ae 1g. nedium for se ; : etter 
campus ae ar ae of Minnesota aggre in good shape nr whe By Bob Brown = ee dinner tossed by lo ting pmety Boe tips, besides cute i 
have Final figures Bnei 16. ng met, taxes being paid, and ne First str: at Paha con goer gy filled Pirta hall RKO Majestic ' 
Carol aa in Minneapolis aan py ee i nie retrenchment planned Har ia Fis ah O5 She eenetn ‘Smiling Faces a ena 2 midnight alae ae ee Bat. ; 
with erritory fr . 8 é 0,000 in ouston, 50 miles ' ; a. arold Fisher is fath . rs g Faces’ at Alvi 1 thine. 8s as a regula : 
ry from theatres’ ax : es north, using the | D« ather. It’s a/| first ti ; i Alvin marks ng, but couldn't y ar 
men > atres’ unemploy- | **® right < ‘ } g the y. ime in rece . : ines n't manage “ i 
oie | Thet nefit performances. PIOY-| ¢5 budget and left and still unable| Jack Linx out Stone has played a Fred | ‘28S, So gag dropped. vac 4 
the FF ea me Bev. uaaie Wnehteneiee te oe" iam, at Thomas Jeffer- That notice in BB ile « i 
k s nar cpl Ds - $$$ ® - fietine ‘ > " ty as Week iH 
next i of new! - med to advisory board krnest Morrison is th ; listing Alan Barclay’s marri Be ek § 
a ra 4 Motion Bi a tered John Wesley a girl the father of |4 Stanley chorine anaes nasi ize to a e 
: p icture Found , eT S: . ’ > was incorrect. t 
tured Chartes A. 2! indation. renion Spring’s here. Tt Sammy Walsh, now ; . 
‘ irles A, Zinn, manager nid = . 1e groun Palace P a at the Show : 
Paul ix Uptown theatre, missi of Pub- ag tig — Ape in the Big Town, still send- By Dave Trepp ; 
Usual haunts si » Eemns som ; _ Pink colored matches f h gags to his favorite columnis om ] 
song | Wed becam S$ since engagement to Jim Lawrence is on a diet femmes. s for the/ ¢r- — Newsies can warble ‘S } 
— é Eddi e pullic property Local Childs h 1 mening Octavus R Ted Lewis put li ; Mos wat Ne ‘Shanghai,’ : 
S ale f§ die Ruben, back f ar je} : as beautiful society | j " s Roy Cohen and tl + int : ittle Rita Layton Most optimistic pec , , ; 
ening . looking over aie — from Chicago ap hostessing. Yj|in New York. 1e wife | 'P ‘ his act last week after the 1 are the ten candidate — in town 
em media goede ear or Minnesota, im- uto show n : Jack Skeavi E al youngster sang oa pig wilt Lig 5 tip se ss for mayor. : 
a lix ar gene meeting of all aaats crowded 06 gal on, but pictures] froin Li orn rama is back in town | >taniey. ng for him at the eae PR nner a travel makes if 
. ” ° oe ° vu . . ‘¢ . : i. 28 >! ‘ ; : 
minae University of Min in his division. Hunt's State using a seven-y Since the RKO cut G Detectives looking around ditto, Ltd mship Co. organize as if 
re he bation in ~ & Mianesste partici- | @4,%-¢- for mage show -year- | has quit smokin ut George Steele | Couple | of Harvard student for 8! Court ‘enjoi | 5 
for unemployment re football game | ¢ cg ty traffic cop is dead ringer Picture a saunehen gol , ann believed to have oi houses snuatek § oy ee at four I 
9 4 > > . » ss “ < . « ‘yR- re ; . 2 . . ys ¢ 
new foe as its share Py ~ Ter state pA —- and kidded plenty rupt. Well, it’s true ng bank- and Wagon’ to town. Company. y Sound Theatre ' i 
trator illia ~e 3ig Ten pool. on Depot’ is i ; atta is s. RR. ¢ Sis ns eae -_ Chehali x : 
| : eandia, m Mahoney, labor m: Dp -|of a record i doing something = >». for Minneapolis Sym- ch iulis Elks show so 4 
» he'll will idate in St, Paul nayoralty pheun d in holdover run at Or phony concert at bow shows : booking vaude for me life, ; 
o = prove his Paul, announces he | P@eu™- ° Best au 3 ° B for third yes annual affair, : 
espite a oar of eats of ‘under-| , Re sail Podmore writing book on tendz nce pre: tag in ae Oe roo ya Sealskin clad mis itl 
ch is ent. al city govern-| 2° ory of entertainment in Tre D. S. Car ——— in jail ss with ritzy car 
: the _ Arthur Lake, fi since Celenial dave. Trenton | ing for nr back in town look- By Je Ranson neh — speeding Rete a 
i the larold Teen’ iim luminary with]; Mayor (Old Man River) D John Calms And who isnt? - hide ee 
mem- hyncapolis cold ery didn’t like re te. under observation ae ” hile av ay at Ati oar innis, died oe Dickstein cured started ‘ee "acre ss and wits 
his time h » and spent mos .|is Ruth Donne Mies - NICO ngigtinF- anta in school Judy McRes : } Shanghai, t ; 
ime here j . st of : Jonnelly, of picture Boys ; : 1001. y. a off to Berm bac , > » but right 
f the room. re in Minnesota dressing Krances Doranz nel a — satnies 4 potiacme REC not excepted — Kinzler ssleahonteur al ' hg rr — hot. 
ont Tes Sistage as ieee + : pa eclagg > to <O’s 10% ce tian J: a (of : Ss ay. on eee . Nichols, di: 
a aeized nage in of home brew be home after a age Carem, | Sack Gentry Brothers will pte novels umes is completing two Nichols, playwright vn —_ 
1 Vv - er tee > yer ee ¢ — YY) ha ens 3 p DALY — > ¢ a ’ 8 s ¢ 
naa show thas 7 4 agents in local raids Blanche et fgg ao mg ; rot ale season in Mobile, ny ten Griefer boxing with Bi soe aoe since month — 
me ed ti — © sample bottles’ - : ere, pays Visi —. a) yaude at 7 <, ; Crosby. 2 4 ng » candidate says he’ F . 
| with conc, “¥erage of 4.16 les’ test-| and ‘Associ: isit to Governor Moore| A bik week-end last w ” Maurice Ber not one idle man in ps promise 
afety, I, . percent al- Associated Press boys at S cent Tc b week. Vin- Prec © ergman commuting elected He’ town if he's 
laims | Extreme ” House. ys at State|> Ww nsend and Martel Brett Newark. ng to Vic - ie’s one of the Saverthet 
oe ) Coon e cold broug!) Trentc , became fathers F : Bob Weitm: — ; > Myers has ie Se 
eight nN cos ght out rac- . yn, scene . p aol , itman going ¢ yng been ¢ . 
une ae naman Harold Kaplan satan point of the le gy paige = hE “* i: Linx and band are out of the | “" time now to ea ey a he wants to be another kind of 
« £ > * Pe » - vo uw . . mwas tt — 4 .) . . - . . “} > 
Gays. Kem tiocs, Tous calles the Washington Bicente going for} joven Jefferson and filling i *| Charlie Aiken, ve _ ae See of council > 
7 \ap brav college ant . icentennial cel Rainbow Gar ig in at , ‘ t outdoor bill » icity , mayor of 
st five Warm. raved kidding to keer bration in a big way e- | te vy Garden, man, convalescing ALINE _ 
i Pare : , Al Burslem ot " Name of Erlanger, levi 1h Frankie Juani 1 : Some early birds foole 
a othe rent-teachers’ —e ; ward, wi ‘ looking Holly wood- | has been changec ee rit ho ise, | benefits last we “* k played eight spring and freez oled by false 
ngster rr such meetings P - ith request for seri oe 2 ; 1 back to Jefferson WEEK, . e to death i ai 
- BaV< — assignments gs ana! Washinet« luri . or seript inj by John Sullivan rson George Ettinger ‘ snap, coldest he : : n cold 
nental Gee 6G nts not so hot,| cember 1 on during that fateful De- | | Overweis! ‘an ;' cng ody whens. doing a Tibbett|to 12 abov ere in years; down 
Holly- — cub-repo Minnesota press Tr ver night back in ’76 Ww Apr } ight gals going up to H — broadcast City pte 
™ - 2h : < i Ss -) > >, . . y hi: > i . arol rte, : * : ; , s . 
erator ights, porting on ‘Tribune’ . F. Waldron, Trenton ‘Times’ | Of altes! ree } it on the da ndy idea | fe - Id Wiedenhorn going in for strtk ¥ street car men threaten 
in to Local RKO 5 '|m. e@, was ah can hae a 4 rs limbing 14 floors. fencing—of all things! > W + “ and no car service until 
- PF ver ; : . ‘tub } Job ougls ‘ S > th manks <¢ , ace 
>»x be- pod of $500 can exchange ite vt eye and juggler in caine | ee = ~ I) uglas says he'd like to =, — Paul plugs ing Par orches- any ana business men agree to 
=n de- ae on play 0 rag in national 7 = oS stage at age of eight. : po , n wspaper kolyumist for just rf m commercial dates. ; a poy warrants. 
Pag r to Janua lates landed from that ~ historian has diseovered fein Salli more, no less. ocean Doane, Mort Downey's rep Bo show to use ‘Spotlizht Re- 
ared. ry. All employees | J teas 3€0.. Washington was oan) sh og ee is one of the city’s Sok y+ local radio talent. ’ reg 2 radio attraction of oil com- 
Nifty ballyhoo f | Somer magic. and that he went to| a ze gressive young busines: naa Shapiro, Par treasurer, en- ote as entertainment, big screen 
o for ‘Shanghai Ex-| read — Sve times to see the same i >; a Reza said so. 5 ae Diageo ia Dolly Gemesen . j fhe eer ae Dated Fel. 28 
sician. ’ ts ewalks of New York’ w June shins, local comic : : Seattles Manhnaranes Nar ste 
first pictur ; xT Ww as the | vande with a 4 ic, goings Miller pee et os ancy Ann 
pi e held over here in near- | Griefer. act penned by Ben |ieaves sud Boe oi my 3 known here, 
j , © } seer bape iO siviera, f< ll , 
i c sa fy . : , rOUOW= 
1g cables from her Hindu hubby. 
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Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Frank Millor on diet. 

Mitchell Plotkin booking 
for Cameo. 

Kay Donna is WTAM’s new 8 
ing sensashun. 

Addie Addison still wears iron hat 


he bought in 1927. 


Larry Norrett taking annual win-| 


ter vacash in Florida. 
Another dark week 
ing tenth this season. 


at Ohio, Mak 


parties 


ing-| grabbed 


TOMES SQUARE 


Tuesday, February 16, 


1932 











so much space here isn’t 
so. Eleanor’s signed for five years 
by Samuels, so maybe it was two 
| othe: 


| 
| 


gals 


Connecticut 


show at Waterbury. 


| Auto 


theatre, Ansonia, dam- 


by fire. 


Tremont 
red 

Palace, Danbury 
first half only 


rgan to 


cutting ¢ 


Denny Thompson now has a baby | 
son to add to his band. 

Three Stuart Sisters, singers, | 
signed by Ed Gill for road tour 

Del Mulcahy Warner's Lake | 
stagehand, broken 1] in hospit ul | 

Eleanor Healy, singer, rehearsing 
for lead in new Akron chune show 


Howard W.. Higgley at Hipp gets 
new car, but can’t find time to ride 
it. 

Charlie Tend of Lutus Garden hit 
by messenger’s bike, sued and col- 
lected. 


Checks printed on sheet rubber 
made up by Lake to plug ‘High 
Pressure.’ 

Fred Lightner had his overcoat 
swiped and wore sweaters all the 
time here. 


Rock Austin leaves WGAR to take 
singing announcer job on WBMD in 
Peoria, Ill. 

Eddie Cameron has 
drahma for a wife and store job in 
New York. 

McLaughlin-Manheim team plan- 
ning to open stock in St. Louis and 
Pittsburgh. 

Sam Warshawsky is pounding out 
new play for stage return of Lionel 
Barrymore. 

Frank Monaco, having got new 
dance spot opened, will rest up on 
Arizona ranch. 

George Davis of ‘Press’ comes 
from Painesville, but why does he 
hoast about it? 

J. J. Carr has formed vaude troup, 
hiring local muggers, to make tour 
of Ohio hamlets. 

Sam Manheim 
sino’s version of 
stock production. 

WTAM off air whole day Feb. 11 
due to broken insulator that 
wrecked antennae, 

Dick Ziesler at Cameo whitewash- 
ing every burlesk show to draw 
more family trade. 

Dave Apollon picked up Schwartz 
Brothers here, taking local dancers 


Or- 
for 


considering 
‘Lysistrata’ 


with him to Detroit. 

Five midnight screenings by 
Loew's in one week nearly gave 
movie cricks the heebies. 

Carlton Brickert, foriser stock 


producer here, studying and running 
coffee stand at Illinois University. 
Six local musicians were lured out 
to suburb and beaten up by muscle 
men when they couldn’t show union 
cards, 
Jean Wright Gorman, ex-Cleve- 


lander, suing Herbert Sherman 
Gorman, writer, in Reno for non- 
support. 


Ted Meyn’s organlog at State, 
kidding politicians, considered so 
hot it was pulled out after first per- 
formance. 

Jack Dempsey here for ‘Kayo’ 
Christner fight, said to be flirting 
with radio for network program to 
net him 90 grand. 

Jean Harlow blew in town only 
half hour before first show at State, 
adding few more gray hairs to Ed- 
die Melnicker’s head. 


Rae Samuels’ manager sez re- 
port about star burning because 
Eleanor Wittenberg, local dancer, 


forsaken | 


Auto show, Waterbury, had 12,000 
paid admissions. 
Capitol, Meriden, has inaugurated 
gift night policy. 
Licenses now needed 
halls at New Britain. 
Sex pictures again 
western part of state. 
Lina Basquette does personal ap- 
pearance for Stamford firemen at 
ball. 
Stuart 
and Mrs. 
Darien. 
Eva 
|} gagement 
Danbury. 


for dance 


appearing in 


New York 
Tjader married 


writer, 
at 


Ayers, 
Mona 





Casanova plays return en- 


with Empress Players, 


Strand theatre, Seymour, now 
serving as dance hall and basket- 
ball court. 

Alexander Carr and Arthur 5. 


Ross reviving ‘Potash and Perlmut- 
ter’ at Empress (Danbury). 

Anna Danton, New York dancer, 
spends night in Darien jail for fail- 
ure to have auto operator's license. 


Elsie Janis to be guest of Con- 
necticut branch, League of Amer- 


ican Penwomen, at Greenwich, Feb. 
27 





Westchester 


By Al Crawford 


Dorothy Knall now resident of 
Hastings-on-Hudson. 

American, small nabe 
Yonkers, specializing in 
films. 

Jay Flippen to be m. c. 
employes’ 
Feb. 20. 

Margaret Mayo buys 20-acre plot 
at Quaker Ridge. Already owns 
estate at Harmon. 

Mrs. J. Noel Macy, wife of owner 
of newspaper chain in Westchester, 
in Reno for divorce. 

High tension’ electric service 
granted Yonkers theatres by Public 
Service Commission. 

Elsie Janis and new hubby, Gil- 
bert Wilson, guests of Tarrytown 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Prize winning show horses were 
burned to death in $15,000 barn fire 
on estate of Bernard F. Gimbel at 
Portchester. 

Claire Trevor, starring in ‘Whis- 


pix in 
German 


at theatre 
benefit at County Center 


tling in the Dark,’ used to be Claire 
Wemlinger, high school girl in 
Mamaroneck. 

William Muldoon, 80-year-old 


state boxing commissioner, ill in 
N. Y. hospital for two months, now 
at his home in Purchase. 

Casper Platzer, 63, staff artist at 
Joseph Urban studios for 25 years, 
died at his home in Yonkers. Sur- 
vived by widow and four children. 








Maurice Dumesnil did a concert. | 
Newspaper ice carnival drew 
1,000, 
Mary Bal’s parrot finally house- 
roken, 
Beaux Arts balls and valentines 
|} in season, 
KGNF and WCAJ asking for} 
power increases. 
Tom Pechousek squinted at Pub- 
lix booth equipment. 


i 





Lincoln, Neb. 


By BARNEY OLDFIELD 


KFOR talking of folding. 





Bill Taylor succeeded as operator 
head by Dusty Miller. 

Joe Cooper, spec and all, made his 
usual bi-monthly visit. 

Al Wilson, by Ripley nomination, 
still world’s biggest cop. 


Sam Drolick has swapped his 
skates for a bowling alley job 
Joy Sutphen sounding public 


opinion on stock, although now lo- 
cated in the Brandeis in Omaha. 


Montgomery, Ala. 


By Tom Hall 


Joe Allen victim of holdup. 

City to join air mail route Feb. 15. 

Jimmie Pepper putting Strand 
over, 

Lake Haven Inn destroyed by fire 
(Feb. 1). 

Southeastern baseball 
ganized. 

Radio 
system. 


loop or- 


station now on Columbia 


Baseball may come back this 
summer, 
Jimmie Pepper says it is all a 


false alarm. 

Maybe Jack Murphy is slated for 
a promotion. 

Tivoli owners announce bookings 
for next 30 days. 

Gene Marshall got a bad eye in 
basketball mixup. 

Standing room only at Strand for 
Friday night vaude, 

Lasses White got nice 
from minstrel show. 

Rubin & Cherry Carnival to de- 
part around April 1. 

Tom Oliver, Boston Red Sox out- 
fielder, wintering here. 

School teachers haven't been paid 
for last month’s work, 

Lillian Brantley is a registered 
nurse now and happy. 

Police making quite a few ar- 
rests for traffic violations. 

Shrine amateur minstrels 
did fine business at Grand. 

Quite a few race horse fans here, 
and bookies doing good business. 

Tulane-Southern California foot- 
ball game film failed to draw crowd. 

Lasses White says in another 
year minstrels will be back on road. 


business 


(3-4) 


High school basketball coach 
begging public to patronize the 
games. 


W. A. Doster, Grand mgr., believes 
good vaudeville would pay at this 
theatre. 

Theatre owners at Tuscaloosa can 
operate Sunday shows without be- 
ing arrested now. 

Nashville baseball club owners 
say they are interested in local 
baseball franchise. 

Rubin & Cherry Shows and Mod- 
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Who Lives at 
The Park Central? 


MONG guests at The Park Central 
prominent 
human 
the screen, musical comedy, vaudeville 
and drama, select it because of its quiet 
serenity, excellent service and proximity 
to all theatres and railroads terminals. | 


Radio outlets....Electric refrigeration....Period 
salons and roof patios for private functions.... 
Swimming pool....Golf....and other features 
equally unusual and desirable. 


Largest Single Rooms 
in New York 


PHONE CIRCLE 7-8000 


tral 


56 St. at 7th Ave., New York City 7 
ZY 


H. A. LANZNER, General Manager __ 
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N 


leaders 
endeavor. 


in every 
Stars of 
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CHATTER 


el Shows of America to play Cana- 
dian National Exhibition in Toronto 
again, Aug. 26. 

Some folks paid a dime to view 
an automobile that Al Capone rode 
in. Promoters here for a few days 
showing the car. 

Duluth 
By James Watts 


————-——— 


Police start drive on toters of 


hooch at dance halls. 

Fellows one likes te meet—Man- 
ager Spaeth and his collie dog. 

Curling is the real sport now wit 
Head of the Lakes with 36 rinks 
competing for the city champion- 
ship. 

The Lyric, after being dark since 
last. December on account of fire, 
opened Friday, Feb. 12, with Edna 
May Oliver in ‘Ladies of the Jury.’ 

Morris Abrams, Metro agent, re- 
news friendships here, harking back 
to his days as manager and actor 
here, Pix getting better, avers Mor- 
ris. 

Nick Lahti of the University of 
Minnesota, amateur welterweight 
champion of Minnesota, defeated 
‘Handsome’ Pikka of Virginia, 
Minn., by the K. O. route in the 
third round of a fast bout at the 
Shrine auditorium here. 


Spokane 


By Ray Budwin 





Word from Duncan Inverarity 
here to effect he is vacationing in 
Vancouver, 

Liberty is holding Chatterton in 
‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ for fylj 
week on strength of opening biz. 

A. J. Bishell and James Lyons, 


operators of the Empress, have 
taken over the Granada as a ering 
two-bit top. 

Fox, with F. & M. for same three 
days, did well. ‘Round the Worla’ 
was stage idea, showing with film 
‘High Pressure.’ 

Mary Wigman did a sellout at 
Post Street theatre as did Abbey 
Irish Theatre Players, first 1939 
road attractions, 

Ritz (second run pix) reseated 
and redecorated. Cecil Miller, for. 


merly Minneapolis 
Pan manager, 
Mrs. Joe Cooper and children ar. 
rived to join Joe Cooper, new Or. 
pheum manager here. Cooper last 
week replaced Walter Fenney. 
Singers’ Midgets have been book- 
ed for the RKO’s second vaude 
show, Feb. 12. The flesh returns 
Friday for a three-day split week. 
A foot of snow and nea! 
weather has hurt the box office. 
Splurge on ad space by all first-runs 
over the week-end could only pry 
fair crowds from home. 
Chamber of Commerce 
ing a four-foot valentine 
public for 10,000 signatures 
forwarded to Bing Crosby. 


Orpheum 
operator. 


and 


Zero 


is flash- 
on the 
to be 
Crosby 





(Continued on page 78) 
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5th MONTH — COMEDY HIT 


A Church Mouse 


with BERT LYTELL, RUTH GORDON 
48th, E. of B’way 
PLAYHOUSE Evenings at 8:45 


Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2:40 
Extra Matinee Washington's Birthday 





GILBERT MILLER presents 
Edna Herbert 
BEST MARSHALL 


There’s Always Juliet 


A Comedy by John van Druten 
EMPIRE Theatre, Broadway and 40th St. 
Matinees Wednesday & Saturday, 2:30 
Extra Matinee Washington’s Birthday 


COMEDY 

THE DEVIL PASSES success 
with this great cast: 

ARTHUR BYRON, BASIL RATHBONE, 

ROBERT LORAINE, MARY NASH, 

DIANA WYNYARD, CECILIA LOFTUS, 

ERNEST THESIGER, ERNEST COSSART 

“Altogether perfect Every heart will re- 

ceive something joyous and exalting from 
this play.”’-—Channing Pollock. 

SELWYN THEA., W. 42d St. Evs. 8:40, $! to $3. 

_ Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:40, $1 te $2.50. 














GILBERT MILLER presents 
HELEN HAYES 
in MOLNAR’S New Comedy 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


“Ts one of the few triple-starred, immedi- 

ately recommendable entertainments in town.’’ 
—Gilbert Gabriel, American. 

HENRY MILLER’S Thea., 124 W. 43d St. 
Evs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:40. 
Extra Matinee Washington's Birthday 











Cte 





~ MAX GORDON presents 


THE CAT and 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 
“Broadway has not heard  ilovelier 
music in its iife.’’—Gabriel, American. 
GLOBE THEATRE, B’way-46th St, Evgs. 8:30. 
Mats. Wed., Sat. and Feb. 22nd 
_ Good Bale. Seats at Box Office $1 to $3.50. 


LESLIE HOWARD 
in PHILIP BARRY’S New Comedy 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 


“The season's most gratifying adventure.’’— 
Percy Hammond, Herald Tribune, 

Staged by Gilbert Miller 
BROADHURST Thea., 44th St. W. of B’y. 
Evgs. 8:40. Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 

Extra Matinee Washington's Birthday 


EARL CARROLL VANITIES 


ith Mouth 
WILLIAM 














with WILL MITCHELL 
MAHONEY DEMAREST & DURANT 
Company of 200—60 Glittering Scenes 
75 of The World’s Most Beautiful Girls 


Nights, Entire Orchestra, Entire UP 
At Unusual I’ : $3 Balcony 50c 
Mats. Wed. and Sat., 50c to $2 


FARL CARROLL THEA., 7 Av. & 50 St. 





ALEXANDER McKAIG presents 
ERNEST TRUEX 


RUEX in 
WHISTLING IN THE DARK 


By Laurence Gross and Edward Childs Car- 
penter. Directed by Frank Craven, Set- 
tings by Donald Ocenslager 


Ethel Barrymore!"3:. 47th St. W. 


y. Eves. 8.50. 
Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:40. Mat. Wash- 
ington’s Birthday 











Wholesale Mag. Ban 
Forty-five publications were taken 
off the newstands at Allentown, Pa., 
at the request of District Attorney 
John H. Diefenderfer, who refused 
to give out the names of the pub- 
lications he asked to be taken off. 
The reason was alleged salacious- 
ness, 








Broadway ane 


MAYFAIR °:3:::; 


“MURDERS 


RUE MORGUE” 


BELA LUCOSI 


(Dracula Himself) 


SIDNEY FOX 


in 





B’way & 47tn St. 
Mats. Daily 2:20 


PALAC 


SOPHIE TUCKER 
SMITH and DALE 
JACK WHITING 


BERNICE & EMILY 
FOUR GOLDEN BLONDES 


BILL ROBINSON 
& Chorus of 18 “Brown Buddies” 





86th St. & Lex. Ave. 
Continuous Shows 


86thST. 


Wed. to Friday, Feb. 17 te 19 
6 RKO Acts Every Show 


4 MILLS BROS. 
LEW AYRES in 
“HEAVEN on EARTH” 















Wed. to Friday, Feb, 1 
. LEW 
‘HEAVE 


7 to 19 
AYRES in 
N on EARTH” 


“TRAPPE 
ED in a SUBMARINE” 












O xX SEVENTH AVENUE 
AT 50th STREET 


i Wiil ROGERS in 
Business and Pleasure 


Fred WARING’S sensational orchestra—HALL 
JOHNSON singing ensemble of 200 voices— 
ROXY BALLET and ROXYETTES 


Beginning Friday, “She Wanted a Millionaire” 
with Joan Bennett and Spencer Tracy 








> == 
“DR. JEKYLL 


and _ 
MR. HYDE 


with Fredric March 
Harry Hershfield, Wat- 
Southern Gaieties, Ar- 
Others. 


Vaudeville: 
son Sisters, 
naut Bros., 
























2nd Week 
MARIE DRESSLER 
a “EMMA” 


Pitot : Mayer Picture 


TOL 


BAY 


Syst A 


Shaw & Lee 
Bunchuk—Oreh. 
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Going Places 


By Cecilia Ager 





Arliss’ Ladies Just Grin 


The sweetness and light that 

rmeates George Arliss’ pictures 
nas a surprisingly disastrous effect 
upon the actresses in his casts. The 
continuous smiling at his cuteness, 
which constitutes the femme leads’ 
acting in his films, sets their faces 
in grins of such fixed rigidity that 
often they find they are quite in- 
capable of ever relaxing their 
countenances again. Violet Hem- 
ing, chosen to be entranced by Mr. 
Arliss in ‘The Man Who Played 
God,’ is the latest victim of this 
singular facial paralysis. She 
seems to have an even more severe 
case than that which so distorted 
the features of Doris Kenyon in 
‘Alexander Hamilton.’ 

Miss Heming’s case is aggravated 
by the fact that, observing the 
overwhelming archness of the star, 
she has caught the fever to arch, 
too. Whilst obediently smiling at 
Mr. Arliss’ charming carryings-on, 
she’s ever searching for a chance 
to be enchanting herself. The ex- 
traordinary grimace resulting from 
this double intent permits the audi- 
ence a prolonged opportunity to 
study Miss Heming’s teeth, to note 
their spacing, formation, whiteness, 
and so on. 

Louise Closser Hale has sufficient 
faith in the richness of her own 
personality not to reach for man- 
nerisms. Bette Davis is as credible 
as any slip of a girl could be who 
is allotted the fanciful task of en- 
acting an ardent passion for Arliss’ 
romantic charms. Arliss himself, 
in a new zest for the appurtenances 
of heady allure, makes up his lips 
with a precisely outlined rosy 
bloom that is somehow strangely 
arresting on such a nice old fel- 
low. 


Great for Great Aunts 


Touched by the sentiment of St. 
Valentine’s day, the Paramount 
stage show this week has gone 
clean and dainty. Aside from one 
brief moment when the David Bines 
Girls are unable to restrain them- 
selves from sliding into a bit of 
snake hips, everyone’s conduct and 
appearance is above reproach. 
Great aunts will find this presenta- 
tion their meat, a mock beef loaf 
made out of healthful vegetables 
and nuts. 

It opens very quaint, John and 
Edna Torrence performing airily 
@ sweet little interpretive dance 
all about a love sick maid and a 


sympathetic postman. The Tor- 
rence team, with their grace and 
exemplary behaviour, theme the 


show. They appear three different 
times, giving Miss Torrence the op- 
portunity to prove she can wear an 
old fashioned red plaid taffeta 
frock, a slinky black velvet prin- 
cess gown, and an innocent pink 
chiffon and rosebud dress with like 


success. 

The Bines Girls commit their 
breach of Valentine’s Day  be- 
haviour in red and white four 


Squared satin leotards. They’ve been 
so used to getting hot-cha in leo- 
tards that they just fall into it in- 
stincively, Valentine’s Day or no. 
Long black ballet skirts, red mili- 
tary jackets and gold officers’ hats 
for their next toe ballet make an 
inexplicable costume design, until 
the announcement of the imminent 
appearance of Guy Lombardo and 
his Royal Canadians clears up the 
bewilderment. 

It ends as_ nicely 
Sweet music, sweet old fashioned 
dresses, and a sweet lace paper 
Valentine’s set in case anyone's for- 
gotten. 


as it began, 


Heroine Fitly Punished 


It's a judgment, the 


Ward,’ 
dren 


for she 
how to 


chil- 


songs 


teaches little 
sing popular 
With gestures. Such a menace 
the community deserves 
ment equal to the torment her pu- 
Pils inflict, and Miss Carrol, who's 
turned out of her husband's home 
With just a crepe and sequin rag to 
her back, whose chance meetings 
With men’ receive the worst 
interpreation, really gets off very 
lightly, , ; 
It’s hard to believe 
and yielding-looking Miss Carroll 
would party to anything so 
wicked the corruption cf child 
life with torch chants and hot taps, 
ar there it is in black and white. 

~ co before Miss 
to this low way of making a 
she'd been living in a house 
ted by Pauline Frederick as 
mother-in-law, and it may have 


to 


‘other 


prettily soft 


be a 
as 


urse, 


Sant 


ai 


suffering | 
that dogs Nancy Carroll in ‘Way- | 


punish- | 





Carroll 


| 


temporarily deranged her. Miss 
Frederick’s tragedy-queen voice, 
her surely registering characteri- 
zation, her steely grimness and her 
suitably regal coiffure all together 


make such forceful competition 
that gentle Miss Carroll’s just 
swept aside. Margalo Gillmore, 


foreseeing how it is, becomes force- 
ful too, but Miss Carroll is too 
young and inexperienced, too much 
of an innocent cherub to best them. 


A Double-Xing Veil 





The little nose veils screening the 
eyes of young women about town 
with such desirable mystery 


change into treacherous frip- 
peries when photographed, deceitful 
adornments that foresighted ladies 
of the films would do well to avoid. 
See how one betrayed Bette Davis 
in ‘Hell’s House.’ She had a little 
hat that just cried for a nose veil. 
she thought, to she got herself one, 


a bit of black mesh sprinkled, as 
the best of them are, with large 
black chenille dots. It probably 


was most becoming on the set, cast- 
ing 2 spell of enchantment over 
wide open round eyes, but on 
screen, alas, it proved what 
trustworthy affairs those veils 
be. 

Its black chenille dots blotted out 
the pupils of Miss Davis’ eyes, and 
installed themselves instead. Since 
their irregular spacing did not con- 
form to the spacing of Miss Davis’ 
eyes, they made the poor girl look 
cock-eyed, a bizarre effect certainly, 
but just a little too bizarre to be ad- 
mired. Fortunately this double 
dealing veil creates havoc with the 
lady’s looks during 
quence, The rest of the time she’s 
a sweet thing with a regulation 
pretty face and a fortuitous resem- 
blance to Constance Bennett. 

‘Hell’s House’ is rife with the look 
of a quickie, and Miss Davis’ 
clothes, make-up, and lighting suf- 
fer thereby. Clumsy writing gives 


her 
the 
un- 
can 


only one se- | 


Tro Th E LADIES 


VARIETY 

















All Business 





Among the added = scenes 
in ‘Girl Crazy’ at Radio are 
two new impersonations by 
Mitzi Green. Edna Mae Oliver 
and Roscoe Ates, Radio play- 
ers, will be aped. 

Out of the picture are the 
take-offs on Chevalier and 
George Arliss, who are not 














cide for himself just who she is, 
what she does, and what sort of 
| person she’s supposed to be. 
| Dunn and Mary Alden 
emotional, just as 
dered, 


on the Radio payroll. 
(From Variety's Hollywood Bul- 
letin). 
jeach spectator the chance to de- 


Emma 
are intensely 
the director or- 


Trying to Be Good 


Jean Harlow has often expressed 
a longing to play a ‘good girl’ in 
pictures. “Three Wise Girls’ (Bea- 
con) grants her wish. In it she’s 
just as good as good can be. Buta 
good girl to picture audiences has 
to do more than act that way; she’s 
got to look that way. However, it 
is a physical impossibility for Miss 
Harlow to assume the straight, 
ascetic outlines which are the basis 
of virtue to film audiences. Her 
contours and manner of displaying 
them will never allow her to sneak 
into the good girl category no mat- 
ter how sincerely she longs for it. 

Mae Clarke, who looks like a good 
girl and is cast for a bad one, and 
Marie Prevost, who doesn’t aspire 
for a millionaire, but is happy with 
a chauffeur and a wedding band, 
complete the trio of girls laughingly 
called ‘wise’ in this pleasant little 
yarn’s title. 





L. A. PAR’S OPERETTAS 
Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 

Paramount theatre is changing 
its stage policy Feb. 25 possibly 
using condensed operettas. 

Will alternate every other week 
with stageband. George Cunning- 
ham is out. 














Uneommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 








Bill Not Appreciated 
None of the ladies in ‘Business 
and Pleasure’ appreciates Will Rog- 
ers the way audience ladies do. 
Taken all in all, they're pretty dis- 


agreeable—always bickering, nag- 
ging and be-littlin’. 
Dorothy Peterson, whose married 


life in films has been one long round 
of patient self- 
grateful for a 


sacrifice, should be 


husband whose worst 


faults are gullibility and grammat- | 
ical errors. But Miss Peterson’s 
part says she must be suspicious 
and irritable so, though she’s never 
been that sort, she complies with 
the sincerity of a capable actress. 
Audience ladies think Peggy Ross 


should be told that a daughter who 
talks back to Mr. Rogers should be 


spanked and sent from the dinner 
table. Jetta Goudal deserves the 
same fate for trying to lure a soft- 
hearted, respectable Rotarian away 
from quiet fireside. 

A mother and daughter whose 
style consciousness was developed 
in a middle western town are ex- 
pected to wear the neat, undistin- 
guished frocks modelled by the 
Misses Peterson and Ross. The 
cosmopolitan adventuress' repre- 


sented by Miss Goudal shows a won- 
drous taste for gowns whose gro- 
tesque line shames their expensive 
fabrics. Trying to create individual 
allure, Miss Goudal dresses as the 
sort of stylist who fancies a piano 
cover as an evening wrap. 


Roxy Goes Lincoln 
The Roxy, despite many changes 


of policy, maintains its flair for 
celebrating festive days. The 
Cathedral has always done itself 


proud with rousing tribute to Abe 
Lincoln, but this year—just when 
holiday spirit seemed to have been 
clipped by the depression—it sur- 





Slight comment is added. 


Women on Percentage 


A condensed review in points on the women of the stage mentioned hereunder. 
None can rank over 10 points on a single item, nor over 100 points in total. 
There are 10 items covered by the reviewer, with the named points opposite each player's name. 
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Sophie Tucker.... 8 9 10 10 7 10 #10 9 10 #410 93 The genial star proves once 
again her mastery of the 
art of winning and holding 
an audience. 

4 Golden Blondes. 7 4 8 9 5 7 8g 8 9 s 76 Slight tendency to go smart- 
alecky can be easily 
checked. Three variations 
on one costume cleverly 

Peart achieved. 

Berniceand Emily 0 7 5 5 7 2 5 7 8 7 50 New versions of acrobatic 
dancing smartly set but 
undersold by banal cos- 
tumes, 

Gertrude McDonald 7 9 3 5 7 3 3 3 0 3 43 Musical comedy style in- 
genue colorlessly sweet. 

Naomi Price (Hot 

from Harlem)... 5 6 5 5 5 1 3 2 0 2 34 Doesn't make the Palace 
grade. 

Hot from Harlem 

ee 0 6 3 3 5 0 1 1 0 2 21 No flair nor spontaneity. 
STATE 

Fanny Watson.... 8 — o 5 7 10 #10 #8 2 10 76 Likeable comedienne who 
gets resounding laughs 
without any forcing. 

Kitty Watson..... 3 8 8 6 7 4 7 5 0 $ 56 ‘Expertly sympathetic. 
straight woman. 

Josie Carole...... 0 7 5 0 7 3 5 3 0 4 34 Hot singer lacking individual 

(Southern Gaieties) style. 

“Bonnie Daniels... 2 4 #2 0 7 38 5&5 4 1 + «4 32 -High-yaller make-up un- 





Mildred Bryam.... 6 ~ 7 


“Bille de Wolfe, 
Sally Metcalfe... 5 6 5 





“Audrey Dixon..... 2 2 4 
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Carmen Sans..... 





86TH STREET 





evenly applied. 

















s 5 7 6 » 0 6 61 Well-groomed straight wom- 
an has agreeable faculty of 
looking interested in and 
amused by partner's wit- 
ticisms 

4 5 2 6 7 2 5 47 Conscientious dance special- 
ists. 

4 5 6 6 6 0 5 40 Shoddy costumes, carelessly 
worn, don’t do justice to 
a capable performer with 
a sweet personality. 

) 5 4 4 5 0 2 35 Efficient comedy foil. 
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| something neat to 





passes previous efforts, Its famil- 
iar devices of production clear the 
way for unpompous patriotism that 
swells to the mighty, blue-haunted 
rhythms of the Hall Johnson 
Chorus. ‘Let Feedom Sing’ is a 
rousing memorial, dignified and sin- 
Abe Lincoln would have liked 
it himself. 

Right on the heels of Feb. 12 
comes Feb. 14, the way when hearts 
are worn on sleeves, postcards and 
candy boxes. The ballet corps has 
bestow upon St. 
Valentine. shining tulle and 
crystal ballet was beautiful several 
weeks ago when given under an- 
other name, and will be just as ap- 
plause stirring on any future revival 
day. 

The 
ical 


cere, 


Its 


Three Girl Friends, econom- 
freshen previously 
worn white crepes with necker- 
chiefs of scarlet chiffon, brilliantly 
studded with self sequins. 
Soft-voiced harmonists croon 
in a dimly lighted pit 
profit by a discreet touch of light- 
reflecting material. 


misses, 


eolor 
who 
orchestra 





Galloping Gorillas 
Beset on all sides by horrendous 


menace, Sidney Fox trips daintily 
through ‘Murders in the Rue 
Morgue.’ Macabre influences that 


might well disturb the calm of any 
heroine leave her cool and un- 
ruffled. No murder can touch her, 
she’s that serene and isolated in 
ingenue sweetness. 

She gazes at a growling gorilla 
with the simplicity of a child on 
her first awesome trip to the Zoo. 
Honeyed intonations steal anxiety 
from her speech. Her eyes open 
wide to trustingly acknowledge an 
evil leer on the face of Bela Lugosi. 
Knowing no fear, she is spared the 


thousand imaginary deaths that 

torture horror-film heroines. 
Possibly she agrees with the 

audience that the dangers in the 


Rue Morgue are just a little too 
highly colored to be real. Then 
again, she may derive assurance 
from the knowledge that a studio 
dummy will take her place in the 
arms of a galloping gorilla and be 
trundled unprotestingly over Paris 
roof-tops. 





Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


following ‘First Mrs. Frazer,’ which 
Grace George (Mrs. Brady) starts 
rehearsing this week. Brady-Bel- 
asco production will also star Miss 
George. John Halloran of the Lon- 
don and New York ‘Mrs. Frazer’ 
brought here for the Coast present- 
ment, 





Wallace’s Body to London 


Remains of Edgar Wallace, who 
died Feb. 10 of pneumonia, are be- 
ing escorted to London by Robert 
Curtiss and Robert Downs, secre- 
tary and personal servant of the 
late writer. 


Standa rd Sound's Mess 


In addition to 28 wage claims 
totalling $3,765, Standard Sound 
System's asserted issuance of non- 
negotiable notes amounting to 
$7,844 to 32 other employes is being 
investigated by the labor bureau. 


75¢ Stock Opens 


Six-bit stock policy starts at the 
Music Box Friday (19) with ‘Best 
People.’ Edna Elisnere, Rupert 
Drum, E. Forrest Taylor holdovers 
from ‘Easy for Zee-Zee.”’ Richard 
Wilbur is considering Mary Nolan 
to guest in ‘The Town’s Woman.’ 


U's 2 Hollywood Yarns 
Universal will treat Hollywood 
from two angles in next year’s line- 
up. Studio has ‘Once in a Life- 
time,’ and will make another deal- 
ing with picture people off the lot. 


Burr Borrows 


Gi jurr has Regis Toomey, 
borrowed from Par, and Ginger 
togers for his ‘Midnight Patrol,’ 


newspaper yarn. 
Galloway at Tiff 
Morgan Galloway, off Radio's 
payroll, is in ‘Lena Rivers’ at Tif- 
fany. 


After Gahagan’s Story 


‘Enter Madame’ won't be Helen 
Gahagan’'s first for tadio, with 
Lowell Sherman. Another story is 


sought, by James McGuinness, as- 
sociate producer. 


2d ‘fer Par 


Virginia Bruce, Metro actress, 
will do ‘Sky Brides’ as well as 
Miracle Man’ for Paramount. 
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Carnival men panicked by the 


discovery that a rider to the Postal 
appropriation bill 
forbade the advertising of any game 
of chance or article to be distributed 
by means of punch boards, etc. 
Would have closed the mails to all 
their advertising, including the trade 
publications. 


before Congress 





Vaude acts playing one and two 
night dates working for $4 single 
and $8 double, plus transportation. 


Some got as little as $2 a night. 





Acts were being notified that if 
they played V.M.P.A. time they must 
belong to the N.V.A. 





Burlesque wheel managers were 
complaining that local stocks stole 
their best bits for their own shows. 


Also stripped paper sent to the 
towns by wheel shows, which some- 
how got 


into their hands. 


Late J. J. Rosenthal, running a 
Bronx theatre for Cohan & Harris, 
was getting lodge and society nights 
with a new idea. Displayed a pic- 
ture of the society’s head in the 
lobby until after the visit and then 
donated it to the members for the 
lodge room, 


Gus Hill gave up the title use 
of ‘Follies’ for one of his shows. 
Contended Ziegfeld had no exclusive 
right to the name but was willing 
to be nice. 


Having cleaned up the royalty 
matter with restaurants and caba- 
rets, ASCAP was turning its atten- 
tion to the picture theatres, and 
how the managers squealed. Still 
uttering pained sounds after 15 
years of seat tax. Was ‘per man’ 
then with $60 for organists. 


Fatty Arbuckle started east in 
Joe Schenck’s private car after a 
farewell banquet. One of the lead- 
ing comics of the screen. 





Music writers were planning their 
own company to get all the profits. 





Judicial decision favored an 
agent’s contention that as manager 
for an act he had the right to de- 
duct more than 5 percent. Set a 
precedent. 


00 YEARS AGO 


‘Clipper’ ) 





(From 





Theatre in Indianapolis had just 
been remodeled and one of the big 
improvements noted was ‘a chande- 
lier of 24 burners.’ 


Two river circuses on the Missis- 
sippi were day and dating. Find- 
ing this costly, they combined the 
two troupes. 


3arnum & Bailey were to open in 
Madison Sq. Garden March 13. An- 
nounced it had bought ‘the cele- 
brated elephant’ from the London 
Zoo for $20,000. This was Jumbo 


Francois Blitz, 
show, was 


prop of a dime 
proud of his Xmas 
present from his wife. A. watch 
with a case that weighed five 
ounces. Watches were watches in 
those days. 





Philadelphia was agitating against 
issuance of licenses to theatres 
Which sold liquor in the auditorium. 
‘Bulletin’ pointed out that cham- 
pagne was served in the boxes at 
the opera. 





Ad columns were full of musi- 
cians wanting circus jobs and cir- 
cuses wanting everything but riders 
and leapers. 


Charles H. Day, p. a., was adver- 
tising an offer to send a one sheet 
of Adam Forepaugh, in six colors, 
for 75c. 


Boston Ideals were playing a N. 
Y. date with many of those who 
later became the Bostonians. 


Will Or Must Pictures Go Independent? 


Tuesday, February 16, 1939 





Anyone versed in the picture business will concede that not- 
withstanding what may be said about bettering the situation, 
what may be done with that objective in view, what changes 
or cuts may be made in any of the film divisions, that the one 
thing which must be made to draw at the box office is the pic- 
ture itself. The only alternatives in sight for the current talk- 
ing picture on any screen are silent pictures or a stage show. 
Leaving but the silent picture, since the stage show at present 
where employed but bolsters the talker. 





Figuring present costs of producing pictures by first line 
studios, the curtailment of production which these studios evi- 
dently are in favor of, and the new low theatre grosses that 
even the best money pictures are playing to, the condition oi 
the picture industry at this moment seems to suggest that per- 
haps the business is headed back toward the independents ; the 
independent film producer and the independent theatre operator. 
They pioneered the film industry ; the indies brought it forward. 


It is possible that the best known of the present first line 
picture makers can not reduce their production cost without 
greatly injuring their product. That is a possibility. Again, 
perhaps the theatre-going public has tired of the commonplace 
talker and there is a lack of sufficient ingenuity in the producers 
of those companies to pull the tired people to the theatres. Or 
else there is a greatly diminished picture audience today in the 
U. S. without a run of pleasing pictures that can return them 
to the full complement of the capacity theatre attendance in 
rosy 1929, 


Any one of the above possibilities perhaps is the very reason 
why the independent producer again should have his try. The 
independent producer won’t find it required to spend a highly 
profitless figure for a program picture; he will gamble on turn- 
ing out a good picture. A good picture nowadays in the the- 
atres, relatively, will do just as well, perhaps better for the 
producer and theatre owner than the higher cost ‘class’ produc- 
tion. While the lowered grosses in the picture theatres, for 
any talker, the best money picture of the year or the average 


patrons, and that the huge grosses are no longer there. 


The big time film producers might take one step in an effort 
to bring back the patrons and protect picture producers. That 
is by giving the creator of a film feature novelty or style, 
whether new or a revival, a moral business copyright protec- 
tion upon the idea, or in other words a clear film field for that 
novelty producer for at least one year. 


‘Cycles,’ as some copyists like to call them, are not cycles 
in the sense that the public demands. Instead a ‘cycle’ in the 
picture business is a rush of producers to hog what some dar- 
ing, speculative or inventive producer has gambled with, with 
that producer perhaps receiving as his benefit the returns from 
only his first picture instead of having his novelty field to him- 
self for a year, by which time the idea would doubtlessly have 
died away. The copy or cycle thing merely ruins initiative in 
any lax studio, it being so much easier to borrow than to create 
in the show business. How many producers would have dared 
‘Dracula’? How many producers since ‘Dracula’ have turned 
out a thriller or are thinking of making one or more? 


grosser, merely repeat that the theatre has lost millions of | 





This protection to producers extended to the independen: 
producers as well might bring a flood of new ideas and picture; 
to the American market. And how this market needs them 
and will need them more as each season arrives. 

That the independent theatre owner is on his way seems to 
be almost guaranteed by the chains. The indie theatre owner 
of more than one house and perhaps a circuit throws off the 
‘office overhead,’ if he knows what that means, And then he 
buys his picture at a right price basis for him. Between the 
two he is more apt to make money than‘ the chain and the 
smart indie owner now is unquestionably making more money, 
comparatively, than any chain—if any chain is really making 
any money? 





With cutting down of film product would naturally come 
about a cut down of open theatres. Or it should. For there 
will not be enough pictures to furnish all of the theatres with 
screen product. That point is beside the protection argument 
so many believe is necessary to downtown protection, or subse- 
quent runs or anything else except the de luxe theatre position. 

The de luxe theatre, mostly operated by chains, is in a tough 
spot. The de luxers are placing their chains in a tougher spot. 
The days of never-mind-the-cost for the big seaters can’t come 
back; those theatres can’t be rebuilt and their fixed charges 
can’t be lowered—except. And unless the rental overhead of 
the de luxer is lowered, it looks as though the bondholders will 
either hold the bag through operating the theatre themselves 
or the de luxer will go shut. For the chains can’t stand them 
and their excessive high rentals or overhead much longer. Local 
capital promoted most of these elephants. Now that trade isn’t 
so good, the localities will have to figure it out. 


Cutting down the number of theatres may become somewhat 
extensive in time, but meanwhile in between and here or there 
the independent theatre man will slip in. And the more inde- 
pendent theatres the more outlet for independent producers, 
The two ends may work together, with the independents giv- 
ing the indie producers enough income to warrant the indie 
producer taking a bigger chance the next time, if his previous 
pictures were not given chain openings. At present there are 
about 6,500 independent film theatres in this country. They 
are the total of indie theatres which any distributor considers 
of any account. That’s quite a lot of theatres. And added to 
them may-be estimated from 2,000 to 2,500 chain houses, mak- 


ling a graifd total of 9,000 active picture houses now open. 


The stage show as a support is still within the range of the 
exhibitor. Many are using it. Some cheat on the cost of the 
stage show. They are not backward in freely paying for talk- 
ers which do not draw, but are chary about the cost of the 
stage show in support. This may right itself in the future, when 
the theatreman will pay what he thinks the stage show should 
cost if the stage performance is to build up a patronage that 
the talking picture has failed to do. 

If the opening for the picture independent is at hand, it 
should shortly arrive, at the latest by the 32-33 season. But 
indie or no, the Hollywood studios are still in a fix over pic- 
tures that can draw, and that’s a headache no banker can ease. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


A voting trust for Fox Films is at present giving Fox control to 
Harley L. Clarke. The three members are Clarke, Albert H. Wiggins and 
E. R. Tinker. Wiggins, of the Chase Bank and formerly president of 
Chase, is in the minority, from account, with Tinker claimed to be a 
Clarke man. 

Tinker is president of Fox Films. The other Fox companies, like Fox 
Theatres and Fox West Coast, still have Clarke as their president. 
Clarke vacated from Fox Films to give Tinker the job. Holding onto 
the other Fox top offices has given rise to a rumor that Clarke wanted 
Tinker in Fox Films mostly for the purpose of putting over the recent 
flop contract repudiation that is said to have been wholly a Tinker order. 

Clarke, from his Chicago offices, is the most prolific, it is said, in issu- 
ing instructions to any Fox staff member just at present, 





Universal-Paramount squabble over who gets Gloria Stuart is still on, 
with arbitration by the Academy reaching a decision some time this 
week. 

Miss Stuart, a member of the Pasadena Community Playhouse, was 
seen in a production by Carl Laemmle, Jr., and Fred Datig, casting 
director for Paramount. Laemmle had her come to the studio for a test. 
First part of the test was made but a make-up man was not available 
until the following day so the studio dismissed her at noon. Datig 
heard the girl was at Universal and sent for her. He made a test on 
the same afternoon and offered her a contract that night. 

WhengMiss Stuart returned to U the following day she told the studio 
of the Paramount offer. Laemmle called Paramount, telling that studio 
he had priority on Miss Stuart’s services. Matter was referred to the 
Academy which tabled it for a week. 


General studio policy of distributing lot overhead among pictures in 
production is proving a heavy profit handicap for ‘Scotch Valley’ at 
Fox. It’s the only picture in work at that studio. 

Fox production activity has declined steadily during the prolonged 
executive uncertainty. 

Executive with an iron bound contract, who hasn’t resigned despite 
studio pressure to oust him was called in by the boss and asked to tear 
up the contract as a sporting proposition. 

Exec's reply was: I bought this studio’s stock at 30. 
What good sport will make that up to me? 


It’s now 5. 


Some of the old timers are wondering whether the Tri-Ergon patent 
claim on the balance wheel as a stabilizer will be sustained by the courts. 
All of the early devices used wheels, and that on the Robert Paul device 











was more than two fect in diameter, suggesting the old fashioned coffee 
mill. Later the wheel was made smaller and taken inside the casing, 
but the balancé wheel antedates the sound picture by 10 years or more. 

Henry Ford, in his Dearborn museum, has a practically new Paul 
machine which he purchased some vears ago from the late John Le Clair, 
the juggler. 

Merritt Crawford, working on a history of the motion picture, has just 
received from Laurie Dickson samples of the earliest kinematograph 
films. Dickson, now living in retirement, did the practical experimental 
work for the late Thomas Edison. He also helped Herman Casler develop 
the Biograph, which sought to evade the Edison patents by employing 
a dog instead of the intermittent movement on which Edison based his 
chief claim. 

The film clips, except for their age, look pretty much like current film 
except that the perforations are slightly smaller. They are, however, 
the standard four te the frame. 


Need for product forces Paramount-Publix to further narrow down 
protection between its New York houses, with ‘Broken Lullaby’ (‘Man I 
Killed’) going. out of the Criterion Monday (22) and opening at the 
New York-Brooklyn Paramounts day and date Friday (26). 

Waiving protection more than other chains, Publix also recently moved 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) out of the Rivoli, New York, directly into 
Brooklyn and ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) out of the Gaiety ($2) and into the 
Rivoli within four days. 

When Sol Lesser went with Universal as an ‘ambassador without port- 
folio’ some months ago to dispose of Universal, “he asking price was 
$13,000,000. Idea of Carl Laemmle was to give Junior Laemmle a million 
or two to produce independently, but as things have developed in the 
past season for U, it’s just as well that nothing eventuated. 

Another proposition was for Paramount to devote itself to deluxe pic- 
ture making, enlisting U as its sub-organization to turn out the balance 
of the program. But that, too, didn’t pan out. 


Circuit head had a brother whom he could not continue to carry in 
his own organization because of various bulls and muffs. Let him out 
and gave him $10,000 to buy a theatre, saying that otherwise he would 
have to support him. 

Now, the big brother is running several houses that are on the 
boundary line between red and black and the one who got the loan is 
netting a profit of $1,000 weekly on the house he bought. 


Tremors around that Western Electric has perfected a new recording 
and reproduction system which is being withheld because of the economic 
situation, lead to but a new attachment for the projection soundhead. 





(Continued on page 79) 
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Co-Op Attempts Have Dropped 75% 
Since Share Term Rule for Players 


eee <5 + 
Equity reports that after 10 
months of operating its rule gov- 
erning percentace shows—those 
with co-operative casts—promises 
to be an effective curb on that type 
of shoe-stringing. The rule is that 


co-op shows are pe rmitted only if 
the players are guaranteed 50% of 
picture and stock rights. 

Not more than half a dozen co-op 
shows have been tried the 
restriction was adopt d. In no case 
have the rights been sold, but the 
number of percentage shows has 
dropped about 75%. 

Latest of such shows is ‘The 
Sandy Hooker,’ which is aimed for 
Chicago. Piece was tried out with 
Lenore Ulric about two years ago 
by Messmore Kendall, 
it to the storehouse. Edna Hibbard 
and James Spottiswood will head 
the present cast. Frank O’Connell, 
formerly with Laura D. Wilck, i: 
the presenter. 

In addition to the possible pic- 
ture and stock rights guarantee, 
Equity requires return transporta- 
tion to be deposited. 


since 


STOCK AND FILM COMBO 
FOR SKOURAS AS TEST 


Possible combination of stock 


pictures happen in 
Queen Anne 
J. Stock 


out tonight (Tuesday) 


With 
Skouras’ 
Bogota, N. 
tried 
house. 


may 
theatre, 
alone is being 
the 


Should the stage show fail, 


in 


the combo experiment will be tried 
next week, with the additional pos- 
sibility thereafter that the two ply 
system may go into several other of 
Skouras’ New Jersey theatres. 

First show Private 
Affair,’ with the Broadway Players 
presenting and playing in the house 
on percentage, ‘Nancy’ was recent- 
ly released as 1 talker by lox titled 
‘Smart Women.’ 

Skouras already tried stock at 
Nyack, N. Y., in a dead house only 
open on week ends. The venture 
was unsuccessful and was to have 
been followed by the film-legit ar- 
rangement in Bogota when the de- 
cision was changed to the legit 
alone at first. Admish scaled at 
50c. 

In the combined arrangement, the 
legit will be cut down considerably 
in running time, as was the stage 
‘Blue Ghost’ when recently pro- 
duced by Publix-B. & K. in the mid 
west. 


is ‘Nancy's 


CARROLL’S $750,000 
FINANCING, REPORT 


Earl Carroll reported seeking 
fresh financing for his new theatre 
and production activity. The 
amount mentioned is $750,000. 

Carroll was directed to appear in 
court last week to show cause why 
an injunction should not be granted 
against the disposal of a lease on 
a brownstone house on West 49th 
street, partially used as an exit to 
the theatre. Rent has not been paid 
for the past four months and Car- 
roll is seeking a rent reduction, The 
lease is in the name of his two 
brothers, James and Norman, and 
it is claimed the lease should have 
been deposited with the corporate 
landlord of the theatre. 

The present position of E. R. 
Edrington, the Texas oil man who 
has backed Carroll for years and 
who financed the building of the old 
and new Carroll theatres, besides 
being in on the shows, appears to 
be a mystery. 


is 


Peoria’s Legit Dates 
Chicago, Feb. 15. 
es h 


scheduled, 


Publix-Great Stat as two legit 
roadshows both four its 
regi r legi . ¢ 3 > : 

esular legit spot in Peoria. Maude 


- " “ae . . 
moana Skinner revival 
Merchant of Venice’ plays the town 


of 


on Feb. 23. 
me Barrymore is slated to 
ring ‘School for s andal’ in on 


April 14, 


who ordered | 








James Hall in Legit? 


Hall, 
actor, would close yesterday (Mon- 
to 
Albert 


Expected that James fiilm 


day) in ‘It’s Wise Girl’ 
legit, 
ing. Jenie Jacobs office is handling 
Hall deal. 
appearing in vaude. 

Show is by Betty Laidlow and 
Lawrence Pohl, Standish O’Neil co- 


play a 


Bannister is produc- 


the Player is presently 


producing with Bannister. Char- 
lotte Granville and Isabel Dawn 
are cast, to start rehearsals some- 


time this week. 
Another cast possibility reported 
for ‘Girl’ is Jacqueline Logan. 


MOSS-ABORN OPERATIC 





STOCK FOR BROADWAY 


B. S. Moss expected to set ar- 
rangements yesterday (Monday) for 
his Broadway, N. Y., to reopen in 
about four weeks, possibly slightly 
more, with a policy reviving. light 
operas. Arrangement resembles 
that operated successfully by Milton 
Aborn for the past year at the Er- 
langer, N. Y. 

Alfred Aarons will produce the 
shows, first of which will be Victor 
Herbert’s ‘Pink Lady.’ R. H. Burn- 
will stage. Producers are try- 
ing to get Evelyn Herbert and Rob- 
ert Halliday, recently forced out of 
the English production of ‘Waltzes 
in Vienna.’ 

To open in about a month. $2 top 
Understood Moss backing. 


side 


‘Chi Stock Revival Idea 


For Purcell-Segal Co. 


Chicago, Feb. 16. 

Charles Purcell and Vivienne 
Segal, star-managers of “The Choc- 
olate Soldier’ at the Erlanger cur- 
rently, are figuring staying on here 
and reviving ‘Maytime’ and ‘The 
Merry Widow.’ Both production are 
intended to be sold on the two-for- 
one $3 top scale, same as prevails 
during the local ‘Soldier’ engage- 
ment. 

Erlanger management strongly 
favors the ‘Mayttme’ and ‘Widow’ 
revivals for that house and will 
work out a deal of its own with 
Purcell and Miss Segal if other 
bookings slated for the spot can be 
diverted to another local stand. 
House already is trying to get 
Maude Adams to cancel her Er- 
langer date and move her ‘Merchant 
of Venice’ into the Studebaker for 
the week’s Chicago engagement, 
starting Feb. 28, so that the ‘Choc )- 
late’ show won't be forced to vacate. 





'Chas. Hopkins Staging 


On Semi-Co-op Basis 


Charles Hopkins’ new show, ‘They 
Didn't Mean Any Harm,’ by A. A. 
Milne, is being done on a semi-co- 
operative system with the cast. It’s 
said this is the first time this pro- 
ducer has operated under such an 
arrangement in a decade. 

Players are being given a guaran- 
tee, stated to be of moderate size, 
against varying percentages of the 
show. oO. P. Heggie, coming back 
from talkers, has the lead, with 
others rehearsing being Vernon 
Kelso, Gavin Muir, Flora Sheffield, 
Ernest Lawford, Claire St. 
Ruth Vivian, Molly Pearson. 

Show first went into rehearsal 


| 
with Donald Meek in the lead. With 


Heggie replacing, Meek may go into 
a play by Nat Dorfman which Mack 
Hiliard hopes to produce. 

Hopkins, as usual, staging 
with the show slated for his house. 


is 





Billing for Peggy 


Present understanding on ‘Child 
of Manhattan’ is that Peggy Fears 
(Mrs. A. C. Blumenthal) will be 


billed 


‘Vanities’ Coast Date 
San Francisco, Feb. 15. 
Carroll's ‘Vanities’ slated for Er- 
langer’s Columbia about second 
week in May. 


Clair, 


as presenting the attraction. | 


i 


| company. 











| 
| 





| 
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Leslie Bans Free Shows 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
Before leaving for New York last 
week, Lew Leslie ruled out all bene- 
fit perfomances for members of his 
colored musical, ‘Rhapsody in 
Black. In the past few weeks a 
flock of societies and institutions 
have beseiged the colored perform- 
ers in the show to appear at vari- 
ous functions. 
it got so bad that 
coming in. 


7 Broadway Mors. 
Delve Into Matter 
Of Stage Overhead 


Banded together for the purpose 
of reducing present costs of legit 
productions, seven Broadway man- 
agers, mostly of the younger group 
held their first meeting Wednesday 


(10) to talk over the question. Pro- 
ducers concerned are of the first 
rank. 

Showmen involved are Dwicht 
Wiman, MacGowan & Reed, Guth- 


rie McClintic, Alexander McKaig 
Roland Stebbins, Brock Pemberton 
and the Theatre Guild. First mect- 
ing was held at Wiman’s office in 
the Playhouse. Another to be held 
within a week. 

Joseph Reed, of MacGowan & 
Reed, started the proposition. At 
the first meeting there was no dis- 
cussion of incorporation, talk prin- 
cipally being about recent outlays 
of the producers, all of whom 
active except Pemberton. 

Producers declare that while 
costs in other fields have come 
down, there has been no propor- 
tionate reduction in legit, with th 
possible exception of actors. Talk 
went in the direction of scenery, 
transfer and stage hands. 

MacGowan recently published an 
article on the high costs of legii 
producing, listing the figures in- 
volved in the last three or four of 
his shows. 


are 


THEATRE LEAGUE DUCKS | 
B’WAY BREADLINE FIGHT | 


The Theatre League ducked the 
problem of eliminating the bread- 
line from Longacre Square, opposite 
the Palace and Globe theatres. In 
tabling a resolution the league’s 
board of governors was of the 
opinion that it should not enter a 
controversy with a newspaper. The 
handout is sponsored by the New 
York ‘American’ Christmas Fund. 

The negative action by the league 
came as a surprise. Understood 
that Equity looked upon the bread- 
line with disfavor because spotted 
in the heart of the theatre district 


}and was ready to endorse any move 


to have the food station moved 
elsewhere. 

Argument against the stunt is 
that because theatres are donated 
for the fund shows and actors give 
their services gratis for the benefit 
performances by establishing the 
breadline on Broadway, is rubbing 
it in. The headline’s location is an 
offense to show biz and a move to 
have it shifted may come from 
quarters other than the Theatre 
League. 





Holzman in on Cantor’s 
Goldman-Sachs Suit 


Wilmington, Del., Feb. 15. 
Petition for receivership of Gold- 
man Sachs Trading Corp., subsid of 
Goldman Sachs Co. was filed in 
Chancery Court here last week by 


attorneys’ for Eddie Cantor and 
Benjamin F. Holzman, of New 
York. 

Cantor is the chief petitioner, | 


| listing his holdings in the firm as 


' 
| 
| 


13.372 shares of common § stock 
worth $337,000 in 1928 when the 
company was formed. Hoizmar 


| cround 





owns 250 shares. 

List of grievances Gold- 
man Sachs used the subsid only for 
its own interests as a dumping 
for stocks that company 
to hold, and taking bis 
as commission on 
activities, disregarding the 
ests of stockholders in the tradin: 
Other complaints in 
clude charges of various misrepre 
sentations of the trading corpora 
tion’s financial structure. 

Similar bill, 
be filed in the New York Supreme 


States 


wished 
profits trading 


inte: 


| Court. 


it was stated, may 


Lee Shubert Back, 





Astaire Successor 





as many as] 
| three and four requests a day wer 


Pittsbu } I h 15 
Ver Marsh l 1 WwW 
mpany here at Nix eek t 
| 
egin , rehe ng AC > AS ‘ 
le, which sl l take « vhen t 
| Show reaches ( i Miss Astaire i 
lleaving to marry Lord ¢ 
iwealthy Eng! 
| It will be Mi Marsh's third show 
; this season. She was in the short- 
lived ‘East Wind’ and took over 
Patsy Kelly’s part in ‘Wonder Bar 
in Pittsburgh, only to leave ita few 
days later when Miss Kelly went 


back into the Jolson piece through 
an Equity ruling. 





A three-year sliding scale con- 
tract, which guarantees him star 
billing at the age of 21, was signed 
last week by Hal LeRoy with Flo 
Ziegfeld. M. S. Bentham represent- 
ed the youngster, who’s now in the 
road ‘Follies.’ 


Ziezfeld wants LeRoy for Booth 
Tarkington’s ‘Seventeen,‘ musical- 
| ized. 


Twin N. Y. Stocks Try to 
Frame 6 Weeks’ Tour 


Stock productions at the Riviera, 
N. Y., and Westchester, Mount Ver- 
non, now each playing a week at the 
two houses, are to be sent out on the 
road. Additional time being sought 
for the shows would bring the total 
for each up to about six weeks. 

‘Lysistrata,’ current in Newark. 
been given additional dates in 
|New Haven and Hartford, with more 
| New England time penciled in. Re- 
vival already played two weeks be- 
fore Newark. 

After a week at the Riviera, N. Y., 





|} has 


‘Strange Interlude’ will start a 
southern trek. First date is in 
Richmond, Va., Feb. 29, with Rich- 


mond back in the legit time after a 
temporary layoff when the city’s 
hall was closed to touring attrac- 
tions. 

‘Music Master’ is promised to fol- 
low ‘Interlude’ at the Riviera, N. Y., 
for Feb. 29. 

‘Last Mile,’ also redone for Broad- 
way, and then the road. 


Sold Out Ahead 


Columbus, Feb. 15. 

Hartman theatre, long home ot 
stock, is getting a break for the 
first time in months this week with 
the showing of ‘The treen Pastures’ 
with the original company. Openinz 
night was practically sold out four 
days before showing at $3 top. 

Old saying about this village still 
holds—if the show’s right, are 
the grosses, 


so 


Hinton’s L. I. Stock 


Stock at Locust Valley, L. I., will 
be operated this summer by Chas. 


Hinton. Latter i; a newcomer to 
producing. 
Locust Valley house is in a re- 


modeled barn and was operated dis- 
astrously by G. Martin Coffin last 
year, finally being stopped by 
equity. 


Hopkins’ Two 
the title of the 
tacked on to Arthur 
next. It’s ‘The 
Tiffy.’ Piece 
Boehm, 
| for it. 
| Hfopkins has 

how, ‘High Noon,’ by Frank Lovett 
jand Edward Roberts. Play is a 
; comedy and provalbly won't « 
intil next season to star 
Williams. 





May be 


eason is 


queerest 


Life oO} 
David 


going on 


Loy e 
is by 
now 


kins’ 


' the 


With casting 


¢ 


optioned another: 


Hop 


Stageless Town 
Pa., Feb. 15. 


nos 
si 


Coatesville, 
To make way the new 
fice building here, the old 
has been razed. 

city is now wilhout a sia 
| theatre, 


or 
Ope 
| 

i [{ouse 
| r 

| rhe 


LEROY STAR CONTRACT, |: 
DOING ZIEGFELD’S ‘17’): 





Faces Pressing 


Need to Save Co. From Liquidation 


| 
| 


Lee Shubert returned last week 
from Florida where he recuperated 
; from a recent operation. With 
}health regained he faced a mass of 
il that id been piling up ever 
( to the _ hospital. 
Main  prol 1 is that of rais- 
ing mx to ] vent the Shubert 
Theatre Cor] ation receivership 
from going into liquidation. That 
vould mean that theatres and other 
ss 1 be offered at a forced 
}sale. And realty is at least 40% 
!down from original values. 
| A decision must be arrived at 
Doge 1 six weeks, well in advance 
| of June 2, the time limit set by the 
}court on the extension of the ree 
| coive ship The amount of cash 
nece iry to dissolve the receivere 
hip approximates $2,000,000. That 
none is required to pay off obli- 
ations not inclusive of the debene 
!ture bor interest on which is 
n default. Int st on mortgages 
ind taxes censtitute a major item, 
Receiver Stymied 
It is now evident that the re- 
ceivership cannot work out the 


Shubert Theatre Corporation finane 


cial problem on an operating basis, 
The business is reported going along 
at about an even break. When one 


in- 
the 


road attractions are 
happened last week, 


or 
active, as 


more 


margin between profit and loss is 

iim. It is true that the operating 
deficit has been wiped out and there 
is money in the bank, but there 
have been new production losses, 
the most recent being ‘If Booth Had 
| Missed’ and ‘A Little Racketeer, 
Also it is patent that the receivers 
will not be able to earn the $2,000,< 
000 to pay off the creditors. 

Lee Shubert will probably make 
an announcement of a plan for ree 
organization early in March. It 
will be up to the bondholders and 
other creditors to accept or reject 
the proposal. Right now Shubert 


is being harried over an additional 
financial matter. 

That concerns the holders of 
bonds on the Jolson theatre. The 


issue is for $270,000 and the bonds 
were guaranteed by Lee and J. J. 
Shubert. The bondholders want to 
know about their investment and 
how it is proposed to pay off. 


MORRIS EQUITY CASTER 
DUE TO BUY-OUT OF PAR 


Permission to cast in the legit 
field and an Equity casting frane- 
chise have been given to the Wile 
linn Morris agency. Granting of the 
permits followed when William 
Morris bought back Paramount’s 
half interest in the agency three 
weeks ago. 

Equity 
Morris 
years 


first the 
lezit 


ago, 


down 
about two 
of the Par 
hookup. Billy Grady, handling 
legit for Morris, went on his own 
again because of Equity’s refusal, 
repeated about a year ago. Morris 
himself and Frank Gillmore, Equity 
president, arranged the deal with 
Equity’s council voting favorably 
Tuesday (9). 
Morris office 
complete legit 


turned 
request 
because 


has been given 
coverage, in the 
three Equity permits. Latter are 
for straight employment, 5% for 10 
weeks, special, 5% for run of play 
and personal representation, 10% 
on 20 weeks guaranteed work. 

No other agencies are in view as 





Hop- } 


yme in | 


being given Equity franchises, 
Morris brings the total to 43. 
It is unknown whether Morris will 
join the association of Equity 
gents. 
‘Tce House Now Theatre 
What was formerly the ice barn 
lof a mon tery in Oakland, N. J., is 
| being converted into a theatre for 
peration as stock and summer 
|spot. Monastery has been deserted 
l for many years. 
George Sharpe operating Pro- 
lucer left New York Wednesday 


} to start renovations. 


BLAI 


Sam Bl 


R ACQUIRES PUPPETS 

4 over Sue 

marionet troupe that 

at the Guild theatre, N. Ys 

Xmas. Puppets start a road 

trip in Philadelphia, Feb. 22, and 
ve already played Boston. 


1ir has taken 


"oe fee 
Ling s Les, 
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FUTURE PLAYS 





‘Too Much Money’ by Thetta 
Franks, rehearsing for Frank Row- 
land, a new producer. Arthur Sir- 
staging, being 


Vera 


com is cast 
Buckler, Allen, 
Stewart, Frank Munro, Horace Pol- 


Katherine 


lock, Frank Harvey, Harrison Dowd, | 


Forman. To] 


Richard Skinner, Fred 
open cold about March 3. 
been tried out in stock, 


Piece has 
‘Love or Money’ French comedy 
by Tallien optioned by Chas. Dil- 
lingham. Adaptation by Thelma 
Rathbone, 


‘Wise Girl,’ "-y Betty Laidlaw and 


Lawrence P. Pohle, is to go into 
rehearsal this week under the di- 
rection of Albert Bannister and 


Standish O'Neil. 
ably gets the lead. 
‘Intimate Relations’ by Earl 
Crooker, casting for Henry Forbes 
and rehearsals next Monday (22). 
Blanche Ring in the lead and open- | 
ing about March 7, Philadelphia, | 

Broadway Easter week. 

‘Thunder on the Left,’ Jean Fer- 
guson Black’s dramatization of 
Christopher Morley’s book, has 
been acquired from Cleon Throck- 
morton by Dwight Dere Wiman, 
who plans to put it into work im- 
mediately. 

‘Homesick,’ play by Wm. C. 
Lengel and Thos. Grant Springer 
from the novel by Forrest Wilson, 
is announced for early production 
by Eddie Dowling. Play is a story 
of the Parisian underworld. 

‘Too Much Money’ by Thetta 
Quay Franks, will be produced 
early next month by Frank Row- 
land Productions, a new producing 
firm. 

‘The Lingering Past,’ a play by 
Leonard J. Tynan, will be produced 


James Hall prob- 


by the Seven Arts Guild Players 
with Edwin Hopkins doing the 
staging. 


‘Incubator,’ several times spoken 
of, will go into work in a week or 
so, with Arthur Edison and George 
Burton producing. Play is by John 
Lyman and Roman Bohnren. 

‘Shining Blackness,” oy Lulu Voll- 
mer. Arthur Collins production re- 
opening the Mason theatre, Los An- 
geles, tonight (15), has Dwight I'rye, 
David Callis, John T, Prince, Wilbur 
Higby, Helen Millarde, Virginia 
Howell, Sylvia Page, Anderson Law- 
ler, W. E. Woods, Helene Sullivan, 
Frederic Howard and Lucille La 
Verne. 

‘Cyrano,’ the Richard Bennett ver- 
sion, opened at the Geary, San Fran- 
cisco, headed for Belasco, Los An- 
geles, on leap day (29). Cast has 
Kay Johnson, Albert Gran, John 
Alexander, Lowden Adams, Forrest 
Barnes, Fred Blanchard, Glen 
Bowles, George Ball, John Clearman, 
John Coleman, Zoila Conan, Phyllis 


Coughlan, Cyril Delezanti, Elliot 
Duvey, Richard Earle, Margaret 
Sealy, William D. Sarrell, Robert 
Fairfax, Hilda Graham, MHaroli 
Johnson, David Loring, Ilarriett 
Lorraine, Clive Oliver, Frederick 
Tynn, Dwight Satterlee, Charlotte 
Young, Harry Willard, Norval! 
Mitchell, Alma Powell, Crawford 


Kent, Kernan Cripps, Lucian Self, 
Robert Lake, James Harper, Louis 
N. Hall, David Young and Virginia 
Howard. 

‘Sandy Hooker’ is being 
for Detroit and Chicago on 
waiver by. Frank O'Connor. 
getting an assignment of 50% of the 
stock and film rights, with return 
railroad fares posted at Equity. 

James,.Seetswood, Lister Cham- 
bers and Edna Hibbard are cast. To 
open at the Cass, Detroit. eb. 21 
and the Adelphi, Chicago, Feb. 28. 

‘Too Much Money,’ by Theatta 
Franks, for March production by 
Frank Rowland. Arthur Sircom will 
direct, with cast including Vera 
Allen, Hugh Buckler and Katherine 
Stewart. 

‘Last Mile’ revival, with Taul 
Kelly in the leading role, being 
readied by Chamberlain Brown for 
Broadway. Probably come in at the 
Forrest and then troupe, 

‘Stage Fright,’ French _ script 
adapted by Harry Clarke being cast 
by Shubert Co. 

Sally Starr, formerly in talkers, 
is set for one of the leads. 

‘City Forgotten’ is the new play 
being readied by the Group Theatre 
while on tour in ‘The House of Con- 
nolly.” Written by Max Anderson 
and deals with the conflict between 
Spanish and Am. colonists in Mex- 
ico a century ago. Lee Strasburg 
and Harold Clurman are staging. 


revived 
a bond 
Cast is 


Hugh |! 
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‘SCANDALS’ TO TOUR,RUN 
7 WKS. BELOW BUY DEAL 





George White has decided to send 
‘Scandals’ to the road in three 
| weeks, at which time the engage- 
ment will have finished 25 weeks. 
)} That is seven weeks less than the 


agency buy arranged for the revue 
here, but the producer aims to play 
the major stands auditoriums at 


| . 
| pop prices, figuring on grossing big 


ir) 
in 


money quickly by means of limited 
dates, 

Auditoriums or convention halls 
with stages and regulation equip- 


ment have been booked in at least 
four keys. 

First of those bookings is the 
Cleveland auditorium, where at $3 
top ‘Scandals’ could gross $90,000 in 
the 10 performances’ scheduled. 
Chamber of Commerce, which is 
sponsoring the hall, offered to guar- 
antee White $35,000 on the week. 
The Chicago auditorium will also 
be used for the Loop date and simi- 


lar ‘houses’ will be played in De- 
troit and Cincinnati. 

First date out will be the Bos- 
ton Opera House, March 13. An 
offer for the show to play Los 


Angeles under a Chamber of Com- 
received by 


merce guarantee was 
White, but bookings to the far 


west have not yet been arranged. 
‘Scandals’ is slated to lay off dur- 
ing summer and resume touring in 
the fall. 

The show will carry its own box 
office staff from the Apollo to handle 
the sales in the auditorium dates. 
Ethel Merman will not tour with 
the revue. She will be replaced by 
Jean Abbott the understudy. Re- 
cently in a bit which calls for Miss 
Merman slapping the face of 
Everett Marshall she inadvertently 
boxed his ear with such force that 
the tenor has been under treatment 
by a specialist. That, however, is 
not the reason for Miss Merman 
leaving ‘Scandals.’ 


White Wants Indie Spots 





Chicago, Feb. 15. 

George White is negotiating to 
bring his current edition of ‘Scan- 
dals’ into the indie-operated Ma- 
jestic here early in April. E. J. 
Lehmann, manager of the Lehmann 
estate owning the house, got a let- 
ter from White last week asking 
whether the stand would be avail- 
able at the time for a four-week 
run and for information about the 
terms. 
Understood here that White fig- 
ures on booking his revue into indie 
spots exclusively when he takes it 
on tour, with the break from the 
Shubert office dating back to the 
dispute he had with the circuit last 
summer over his being frozen out 
of the Apollo, Atlantic City, as the 
result of a previous ‘Vanities’ book- 
ing. White at the time was forced 
to resort to an indie A. C. house. 

Majestic has been dark almost 
entirely the past three years. Last 
legit booking was Chicago Civic 
Shakespeare repertory last Decem- 
ber. Only other pencillings in two 
seasons were ‘Lysistrata’ and ‘A 
Lady in Pawn,’ 


News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 56) 
charges growing out of critical edi- 
torials. 





Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of Ohio elected William James, of 
Columbus, president for the i1lth 
time. 





George B. Lockwood, 59, publisher 
of the Muncie (Ind.) ‘Evening 
Press,’ died there Feb. from a 
heart attack. 


12 


Presence of mind by the operator 
saved the Humboldt theatre, Hum- 
boldt, Neb., from a blaze. Operator 
grabbed a flaming roll of film from 


the booth and threw in to the 
street. 
Mayor of Evanston, Chicago's 


swank suburb, just discovered that 
it’s against the law to serve ginger 
ale and white rock in cafes. As a 
result every cafe owner in Evans- 
ton will face arrest from now on 
if he serves setups. 

Dorothy Dell, of the ‘Follies,’ was 
struck on the back of the neck by 
a falling stage lamp at the Illinois, 
Chicagu. Nothing serious. 

Fox-Lincoln, Springfield, I!1., 
a fire and $25,000 damage. 
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Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Too Much Money’ (Row- 
land) Booth. 

‘Didn't Mean Harm’ (Chas. 
Hopkins) Hopkins. 

‘Child of Manhattan’ (Am- 


bassador Play Co.) Erlanger. 
‘Sandy Hooker’ (O'Connor) 
Geneva. 





Barrie Rep. (Brady) Play- 
house, 

‘Too True to Be Good’ 
(Guild) Guild. 

‘Moon in Yellow River’ 
(Guild) Guild 











Film Barriers 


(Continued from page 25) 


changes will be made ‘in view of 
economic conditions.’ 

Tobis, another German company, 
has already receded. After taking 
a sizeable loss this company two 
months ago cut its offices down to 


a staff of less than half a dozen and 


is now merely distributing to for- 
eign film houses where and when 
possible, 

B.I.P’s New York lesson was 


about a year ago, the British com- 
pany going for a big loss in an at- 
tempt to establish itself as an im- 


portant distributor on this side. 
This company, however, took the 
loss without a murmur. The Brit- 


ish members came over to see if 
the trick could be turned, found it 
couldn’t and departed without com- 
plaining as they had planned. 
The German Peeve 
Germans feel that they are being 
unfairly dealt with on this side. 
They point out that_there is a def- 
inite market for American films in 
their country. They believe their 
product to be on a production par 
with American made pictures, de- 
spite that Americans turn out many 
more films. That customers in 
American cities have failed to pa- 
tronize foreign film houses suffi- 
ciently to bring a profit is thought 
abroad to indicate that American 
picture companies and their rep- 
resentatives have . propagandized 
against the foreign films. They think 
Germans admit that for the pres- 
ent they must continue to accept 
American product because they are 
short of sufficient films for their 
own theatres, but they see the day 
ahead when this won't be so. And 
then, the idea is to put U.S. films 
on the same basis over there as 
they claim German films are cur- 
rently on over here. 
First step in this line is the 
plotting in several European coun- 
tries of quotas and contingents 
against dubbed films. In France 
recently a major American film 
company offering a dubbed picture 
for censorship was asked by the 
government how many more dubbed 
pictures it planned before the cen- 
sor passed on it. Several other 
European countries are laying out 
similar programs. 





Paris, Feb. 15. 


Picture Control Commission, 
meeting here Friday (12) decided 
to establish a quota on all dubbing. 
Proportions have not been set yet. 
Scheme is intended to favor local 
producers and restrict foreigners 
without local production plants. 

Move is a. slap at Metro which 
has been doing all its dubbing in 
Hollywood, although it will hurt 
also quite a number of American 
picture companies making the 
dubbed films at home. Paramount 
seems, due to the new bill, to be 
in an exceptionally good position 
because of its local plant at Join- 
ville, 

tome, Feb. 15. 

Conference which took place in 
Paris recently between American 
continental subsid heads and their 
Italian branch managers has 
brought a victory for the Italians. 
Italians insisted on bookings en- 
tirely on a percentage and with no 
guarantee basis. 

American film-men didn't like 
the idea but decided to accept half 
a loaf, 





‘BUZZ’ PICKS WEAK ONE 
Minneapolis, Feb. 15. 
A revival of ‘Dancing Mothers,’ 
with Grace Hayward, old time local 
stock favorite, did not click for the 





Bainbridge stock, grossing only 

around $3,000. Poor. : 
Current offering is ‘Mrs. Moon- 

light.” 

| “Egyptian Follies, with Celeste. 

guest dancer, did a fair $2,500 for 


|the Harry Hirsch burlesque stock 
company at the Gayety. 
i Metropolitan continues dark. 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


— ————— — ~~ 


Walter Wanger’s interest in ‘Child of Manhattan’ is no more, Peggy 
Fears (Mrs. A. C. Blumenthal) having bought out his interest in the 
show last week. 

Purchase by Mrs. Blumenthal of the Wanger share, in addition to her 
own, is said to be the outcome of the film executive having offered to 
| split his interest with Harry Cohn, president of Columbia Pictures with 
| whom Wanger recently became affiliated. Cohn started telling people 
| he owned part of the show, it got back to Mrs. Blumenthal, who be 





cam 
vexed and decided to quell the about town chatter by retaining the np 
| for herself, 
Management of Chevalier takes issue over ‘Variety’s’ review on the 
iFrenchman’s Chicago engagement. That notice contended that the 
| picture star had not been sold to Windy City film fans and thereby 
| passed up an important potential audience. 

Refutation to the reviewer’s opinion is made in that a four weeks’ 


j} advance campaign was waged in Chicago for Chevalier which in luded 
stories and paid space, to the extent possible, on the film pages of the 
dailies there. That the gross for the week, $13,500 or slightly better, 

| was pretty fair is the principal point brought out in maintaining that 


' ne : 
the publicity on the engagement was satisfactory. 


Chevalier, appearing alone other than for two pianists, personally 
called off a couple of the Chicago matinees before coming into town, 
due to the wear and tear of the tour, and not because of sale specifica. 
tions, according to the pilots. 


Bobby Crawford bankrolled ‘Blessed Event’ and is aboard an indi. 
cated hit to the extent of 40%. Balance splits between Sidney Phillips 
and Harlan Thompson the new managerial duo, with the latter's wife, 
Marian Spitzer, also having a bit. 

Manuel Seff who has been hiding in the Shubert press department 
really authored the comedy. During rehearsals Forrest Wilson was 
called in but his contribution to the script is said to have been small, 
Wilson is a newspaper man and short story writer. 

The Shubert office could have had 20% of ‘Event,’ but went for ‘If 
300th Had Missed’ instead. Latter show not costly but a flop, going out 
this week. From the receivers’ angle the ‘Event’ participation was 
turned down because it was regarded unlikely that the investment 
would have been returned before the receivers were dismissed. Another 
angle is that the court might not have okayed going into a show venture 
as a minority interest. 

Earl Carroll proposes to have his theatre dark for four days, or a 
week at the most, between productions, with the dark time to be used 
for setting up sets, etc., of the new attraction, 

Carroll, with two comedians, James Barton and Al Trahan, the latter 
reported set but with the former already under contract, is trying out 
his material by means of the current ‘Vanities.’ Sketches are being given 
a tryout in the show now running, but are used for only one night, it 
is understood. When the new show is set it will rehearse while ‘Vane 
ities’ is still on. 

Barton was set by the Lyons & Lyons agency, toad tour of ‘Sketch- 
book to have co-starred William Demarest and Mahoney, is off. Players 
were to finance the tour, but with Ralph Farnum, Mahoney’s agent, ree 
ported advising his client to 1.o. 

A record for rehearsal time for a dramatic show has been established 
by a producerless play that started seven weeks ago. It’s ‘Meal Ticket,’ 
by Stanley Whitman. 

Play began rehearsals with the customary financial hopes, as yet uns 
materialized. It’s understood Equity is allowing the affair to continue 
in the hope some of its members will secure employment. Since the play 
is minus a manager there is no one who gould be listed for salaries 
should claims be entered. 

Harry McKee started directing when rehearsals began. Then he went 
out, with the past few days seeing ‘Ticket’ without a director to top off 
the missing producer. Originally the show was called ‘Go West, Young 
Man,’ a satire on film. 

Geraldine Ray, Gail Whitman, 
which the show still contains. 


Stanley Marleaux, among the cast, 





At least three of the recent shows that have played the Booth, N. Y. 
have been given the Playchoice award as one of the so-called best or 
better plays of the month. This means they get part of the audience 
that group has at reduced ticket prices. . 

Shows remembered as getting this mention are ‘Fatal Alibi,’ current, 
‘Jewel Robbery,’ now at the Vanderbilt, and ‘Breadwinner.’ Last named 
was a flop and closed. Managers say there is nothing between the house 
and the group. 

Laszlo Fodor, Hungarian playwright, has had three shows produced 
this season on Broadway, none of which has been a real hit. Yet, the 
Magyar scribbler can’t kick as to his New York income. 

‘I Love An Actress’ got three weeks, but ‘Church Mouse’ has been 
playing for 19 at the Playhouse. Both ‘Mouse’ and ‘Jewel Robbery,’ 
Fodor's other show, have been sold to pictures, Warners buying both. 
Fodor has his earnings cut through having adaptors, but it is still a 
pretty good showing, especially under conditions. 





a * 

Part of the cast of ‘Child of Manhattan’ spent a couple ‘of nights last 
week incognito in a couple of Broadway dancehalls absorbing atmosphere 
and mannerisms of the taxi-dancers. A young lady up at Danceland is 
reputed to have furnished the author, or director, with most of the 
sidelights which will crop up in the piece, 

What the management thinks of the play may be gleaned from its 
search for a Broadway air-cooled theatre. 

Casting of Marion Burns for Chas. Hopkins’ Milne play, ‘They Didn't 
Mean Any Harm,’ is one of those quick success yarns. Girl came into 
New York two weeks ago from the west where she had been 
for some time, 

Played one week in stock around New York, and was 
therefrom by Hopkins. Miss Burns has the part in ‘Harm’ which Edith 
Barrett was originally going to play. 


. le 
in stocn 


a gcrabbe d 





Number of new producing groups are sudderly springing up. ©né 
outfit plots a show on birth control. Another is taking in other lines of 
art while doing a show and hoping to exhibit sculpture and paintings. 
Third has announced a play denouncing ‘communism. 

Frank Rowland, a newcomer, is rehearsing ‘Too Much Money. ?! 
ducer is a cotton goods man. 





Recent cut in stock royalties of between 25% 331/3%% has been 


and 


| of little help to small town managers. So claimed by N. Y. play brokers 
(in the field. 
| Point is brought out that royalties make up one of the smalle1 
| that go to complete a stock troupe’s weekly nut. 

With two plays current on Brodway and doing well. Elmer Ric: iv 
| have a third play of his produced in the near future. It's ‘Blue I s 
but is not an original, being an adaptation from the German of Rf 1 
| Lothar, 
| George Lederer owns: the production rights, 
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i Stumbles—Counsellor’ Starts 


Slow, $13,000; ‘Soldier’ $14,000 





Chicago, Feb. 16. 
Bottom dropped out of the legit 
ness suddenly almost all along 


usi : 

pe line last Monday night and 
stayed out for a couple days. Ash 
Wednesda) particularly left its 


the nine 
recovery 


mark on many of spots 
operating, but the v | 
then on sufficed to make it a prolit 
able week for aH but two or three 
of the chronically weak ones. Ad 
vance sale generally portends nw 
pright picture the current week. 
‘Counsellor-at-Law’ opened last 
Sunday (6) to mixed notices and 
a near sellout, but suffered with the 
rest Monday and Tuesday. Didn't 
start to show any appreciable pace 
until Thursday, with the succeeding 
gradual pickup indicating that El- 
mer Rice and Joe Bickerton have 
little to worry about their loop pros- 
pects. Critical disfavor mainly 
harped on the draggy first perform- 
Word-of-mouth raves alont 


from 


ance. 3 
can be depended upon to lift this 
one into the click column. Limping 


start kept the initial take, on nine 
shows, down to around $13,000, with 
every dollar of it taken direct 
through the box Office. Producers 
still refuse to cater to the agencies 
unless they come through with sub- 
stantial buys and no returns. 

‘Fata Morgana’ joined the sea- 
son's fizzle brigade. After two week: 
of light returns, even with the sup- 
port of the Dramatic League sub- 
scribers, the Jimmy Cooper revival 
took a steep dive on the third lap. 
The production folded Saturday 
(13). Cast, which had been working 
each on a $25 guarantee and split on 
the gross, were all returned to New 
Yerk, 

Charles Purcell-Vivienne Segal 
revival of ‘The Chocolate Soldier’ 
did the expected, piling them in for 
the last three days of the week and 
showing a solid $14,000 for the sec- 
ond week. Lots of coin for a cut- 
rater, with the outlook promising 
at least two more profitable stanzas. 


Erlanger management arranging 
with Maude Adams to take her 
‘Merchant of Venice’ into the Stu- 


debaker, so that the operetta can be 
retained. ‘Venice’ slated to come 
in for seven days starting the 29th. 

‘As Husbands Go’ Saturday night 
moved from the Blackstone over to 
the Adelphi and into the two-for- 
one clan. ‘Marching By’ dropped, 
but is still selling tickets for the 
March 3d week. ‘Grand Hotel’ was 
clipped for another grand, windinz 
up its 10th lap. With two benefit 
house sellouts for a starter, Yush- 
ny’s ‘Blue Bird’ Russe revue tolled 
off a nice week at the Studebaker. 
Lew Leslie’s ‘Rhapsody in Black,’ 
now on 7th spasm, slipped badly, 
and has decided to call it quits at 
the Garrick on the 27th. 

Fourth and final week found the 
Vollies’ still away in the lead. Clink 
under the Illinois grill was slightly 
Pianissimo Monday and Tuesday 
nights, but after that it was prac- 
tically capacity. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ came 
into the Blackstone last night (15) 
for a three-week stay. Carded for 
Feb. 22 are ‘Band Wagon,’ Illinois, 
and ‘Experience Unnecessary,’ Har- 
ris. Fred Stone’s ‘Smiling Faces’ is 
set to following ‘Grand Hotel’ at 
the Grand (Feb. 29). 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘As Husbands Go,’ Blackstone 
(4th-final week here) (C-1,219; $3). 
Held up strongly from the start, 
carving out a substantial $9,000 for 
the pullout. Took up its stand Sun- 
day at the Adelphi on the two-for- 
$3 top plan, at least for two weeks 
more. ‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ 
With Judith Anderson and Florence 
Reed, unfolded at the Blackstone 
Monday (15) on a three-week ticket. 

‘Blue Bird,’ Studebaker (1st week) 
(R-1,365; $3). Favored with char- 
Ity buy-outs the first two nights. 
helping to give the Russian idea a 
Satisfactory $9,000 for the spasm. 
Has two more weeks to £0, with 

aude Adams’ version of ‘Merchant 
of Venice’ expected Feb, 29. 

‘Chocolate Soldier,’ Erlanger (2d 
week) (O-1,319; $3). Two-for-one 
Clientele increasing this one’s gait. 

andicapped by poor Monday and 
Tuesday, but pickup thereafter am- 
ple to make it an all-around profit- 
able $14,000 for nine performances 
Agencies also doing well by it. Like- 
ly to Stay beyond the booking lirnit, 


Feb, #7 ; 


me 

‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Selwyn (1st 
week) (CD-1,086: $3). Though not 
much velvet indicated in the first 
week S $13,000, the Elmer Rice affair 
‘Ss fast on the build. Road version 
oraced by generally impressive cast 
aa Morgana,’ Harris (3d-final 
to lee 71,084; $3). Did a fadeout 
ed ‘Ro than $3,000. Production fold- 

. “xperience Unnecessary’ due in 
here the 294. ; 
oe clies,’ Illinois (4th-final week) 
— 15955 $4.40). Started off weakly, 
it last three wee 
~d Zicefeld and the Ketter 
Sten v94,008 for the finis here, Show 
‘Band WulWaukee yesterday (15). 
> gg Vagon’ next Illinois entry, 


house. 


b. 22. 
Grand Hotel,’ Grand (10th week) | 





|\by a typical Ned Alvord sex and 


ks all to the gravy | 
| served in 


(D-1,360; $3). Tapered off to around 


$23,000, but leaving a profitable edge 


for the producers. Agency call has 


dwindled sharply, indicating show 
has seen its best grosses. Due to 
leave Feb. 27 for a week in Mil- 
waukee. Fred Stone’s ‘Smiling 
Face’s replacing here 

‘Marching By,’ Great Northern 
(10th week) (O-1,165; $3). Pickup 
fair after Wednesday; near $12,000 
on the week. Geared to profit eas- 
| ily at the figure. Femme lead, Jan 


| ice Joyce, had contract cancelled by 


the Shubert receivers and Desiree 
Tabor took over part Sunday (14). 

‘Rhapsody in Black,’ Garrick (7th 
week) (R-1,319; $2.50). Down to 
around $12,000, with closing date set 
for the 27th Next stand not 
tled. 


set- 





Film-Press vs. Radio 


(Continued from page 1) 


evaporates the theatres remain 


steady and reliable space buyers. 


Film press agents are making the 


pleasant discovery that news col- 
umns these days are being thrown 


before. 
executive of a 
out here frankly 
his organization wants 
theatre attendance, or 
will weaken the 
stay-at-home men- 


open to 

One high 
newspaper 
stated that 
to stimulate 
anything that 
idarity of the 


ace, 


pictures as never 
ranking 


chain 


sol- 


Newspapers Own Shows 

In most of the key 
major dailies are staging all 
of athletic, musical, educational, 
freak, or amateur attractions under 
their own To fill the 
largest auditorium, stadium, or the- 
atre in town is their main objective. 


the 


sorts 


cities 


auspices. 


This fits in with their anti-radio 
activities. Anythnz to drag Amer- 
ica away from the dials. 

A supplementary motive is co- 


operation with the mechants and 
department stores. It is to the in- 
terests of the dailies to promote 
spending with the merchants. Sim- 
ilarly they want to promote theatre 
attendance, which in turn reacts on 


shops favorably. 
Away from New York, Chicago, 
anc Los Angeles, which are not 


typical of the country at large, the 
newspapers’ tacit alliance with film- 
dom is best gauged by the syndi- 
cated Hollywood stuff. Right now 
interest in film chatter is possibly 
diminishing rather than otherwise. 
At least there is grounds for this 
belief and that it isn’t the public 
demand for film news but rather the 
publishers themselves ordering and 
encouraging the prominent use of 
picture publicity as part of a gen- 
erai box office stimulation policy. 





Bennett’s ‘Cyrano’ Tops 
Frisco in $13,000 Wk. 


San Francisco, Feb. 15. 


Three new legit shows and no 
holdovers are currently on _ the 
boards. 

Richard Bennett in his own ver- 
sion of ‘Cyrano’ holding the edge 
over his competitors with brisk 


business 
around 


for the 
$13,000, 


Geary, grossing 


Henry Duffy’s local production of 
‘The Monster’ doing just fair at 
the Alcazar with a $4,500 intake. In 
for two weeks to fill a gap. 


William Gillette in ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ opened fairly well Friday 
(12) at Erlanger’s Columbia and is 
set for eight days. 

Curran gets ‘Crazy Quilt’ Feb. 21 


$175,000 for Chi Opera 
In Boston During Stay 


Boston, Feb. 15. 

With the Chicago Opera out of the 
Way, opens its legit 
again tonight (Monday) 
three attractions opening. 

Last brought the 
‘eipts up to $175,- 
000, $25,000 than 
year. is guaranteed a 
and the loss is made up by a 
committee. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Vanities,’ Colonial. Excellent 
$29,300 at $3 scale. ‘Three's a Crowd’ 
opens tonight (15) for a fortnight. 

‘Unexpected Husband,’ Hollis. 
Third week intake $7,000 and stay- 
ing a fourth. 

‘House of Connelly,’ 
Poor $8,000 last week. 
opens tonight for indefinite 
House is sold out for first 
weeks. 

‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ Majestic. 
Opens tonight (Monday). 


‘Band Wagon’ at $40,000 
Sets .Pittsburgh Mark 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 

Wagon’ a solid smash at 
last week, getting around 
hitting new legit high 
At $4.40 top, started off 
pace and wound up last 
with S.R.O. at 
performance. Could have 
another week had bookings per- 
mitted. House currently dark, re- 
opening next Monday (22) with new 
Ziegfeld show. 

At Alvin ‘Experience Unnecessary’ 
had tough sledding, what with pan- 
ning of dailies and stiff opposition, 
Sex comedy lucky if it got $6,500, 
half of this subscription money, 
piece being offered here under Pro- 
fessional Players’ ausprices. 

Shubert site has ‘Smiling Faces’ 
this week, with good showing for 
Fred Stone likely, inasmuch as it 
has legit field to itself. Against the 
Ziegfeld show next week, Alvin will 
have ‘School for Scandal,’ also a 
subscription play. 


town doors 
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‘Crazy Quilt’ Garners $22,000 
From Staid, Show-Eager L. A. 





Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 
‘Crazy Quilt,’ having  trouped 
through the Texas tanks, arrived at 
the Biltmore last week and got 
away to a great start with the stu- 


dio patronage hungry for an im- 
ported girl show. But the studio 


support was exhausted by midweek 
with business badly off thereafter. 
Family trade disapproves the gin- 
ger. Out here they ask ‘Is it clean” 
before buying, so balcony was three- 
quarters einpty. About $22,000. It 
was the first Chicago girl show to 
pass over the Pacific slope in three 
years. 

Premiere Sunday night was as 
thick as melon seeds with film 
celebs, and thereafter the downstairs 
floor for the first five performances 
was a cross-section of Hollywood. 

Revue came into town preceded 
rud- 
Out here 
to the 


ity exploitation campaign. 
where everything is subject 


restraint and decorum of the Hays} 


voluptuous 
shocking 
strange, 


code that splashing of 
femininity had all the 
force of the unexpected, 
and forgotten. 

Foster and Kleiser, 
the public boards, pla 
patches over the lady on 
vord's 24-sheets. Due 
Iowan sensibilities must be 
Moines 


tered discreet 
Mr 
respect tor 
pre- 


this super-Des 


Henry Duffy’s plan to capitalize 
fon the ‘Frankenstein’ vogue in pic- 
tures did not develop any sensa- 
tional takings at the El] Capitan. 


First week under $5,000 proved that 





custodians of} 


Al-/] 





‘The Monster,’ the piece he dug up, 
was not able to compete in the 
modern horror market. 

Bad weather socked ‘Grand Hotel.’ 


There was ae diminishment of 
around $2,000 from the _ previous 
week. 

Town had a young flood, with 


four consecutive days of rain start- 
ing on Saturday and no sun until 
Wednesday. 


‘The Enemy’ struggled through 
the week at the Orange Grove to 


less than $800 in spite of service 
tickets being thrown away all] over 
town. 

Lucille La Verne in ‘Shining 
Blackness,’ a new play of southern 
negroes by Lulu Volmer, who wrote 


‘Sun Up, opens at the Mason to- 
night (15). Production is by Ar- 


thur Greville Collins, who produced 


‘Cold in Sables’ in New York at 
Christmas time. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘The Monster,’ FE! Capitan (lst 


week) (CD-1,571-$1.50). Stock pa- 
trons not so hot for their horrors 
on the stage. Take of $5,090 just] 
fair. 


‘Grand Hotel,’ Belasco (8th week) 
(D-1,103:$2.50). Dropped to $10,000 


End of run posted ‘or Feb. 27, with 
Belasco and Curran figuring the} 
town milked by that time. ‘ 
‘Crazy Quilt,’ Biltmore (1s. week) | 
(M-1,.656-$3). Good senceoff but 


dropped mid-week, with $22,000 best 
it could amass. 

‘The Enemy,’ Orange Grove (2d 
week) (D-800-$1). Carmine at $800, 
most of which is two-bit service 
charge tickets. 


‘Barretts’ | 
stay. | 


VARIETY 


rocenneasurnenenteoortiinacnaninanstnearor Ee : < 





Bway Takings Dip Early, Advent 
Of Promising Musicals May Help 





Ash Wednesday bad. 


generally last week dipped but Lent 


was 





is not blamed. The downward trend | 
happens to come about 10 days 
ahead of schedule ince Washing 
iton’s Sirthday (22) is usually the 


| date of the break, 
A shuffling of 
and 
productions 


| pends with several going out 


at least two major 


grumbling over the scale, $5.50 top, 
but the agencies made a buy for 16 
weeks. ‘Music’ sure to go into the 
lead. ‘Of Thee I Sing’ has that spot, 
both shows being under same man- 
agement (Sam H. Harris). 


‘Hot Cha’ So_n Due 


‘Scandals’ .is 





leaving in thre 
hich Ziegzfeld’s ‘Hot 
|Cha’ will have opened. Plenty of 
| room for the newcomers because the 


| weeks by w time 


| musical group is limited. ‘Little 

| Racketeer’ at the 44th Street has 

but one more week and ‘Through | 
the Years’ stopped at the Manhat- | 
tan last Saturday. ‘Cat and the 

Fiddle’ among the most consistant 

of the stickers. 

Best thing among last week's 
premieres was ‘Blessed Event’ 
which opened Friday (12) at the 
Longacre. Drew excellent notices 
and approximated capacity the 
second night; ‘The Fatal Alibi’ has 
a chance at the s00th where it 


topped $9,000 the first seven times; 


‘Monkey,’ Mansfield; ‘Zombie,’ Bilt- 
more, and ‘Air Minded,’ Ritz drew 
mild mention and are doubtful. 
Maurice Chevalier drew very well 


at the Fulton in a concert appear- 
ance a stop price of $2.50 figuring. 


Premiere card for next week very 


light compared to the _ baker's 
dozen of arrivals last and this 
week. ‘Riddle Me This’ is tenta- 
tively slated for the John Golden; 
‘New York to Cherbourg,’ relights 
the Forrest; ‘The Merry Widow’ 
will be revived at Erlanger’s; 
something called ‘Mirror to the 
Stars,’ slated for the little used 


Daly’s 63d Street. 

‘If Booth Had Missed,’ a 
flop at the Elliott, goes out 
day along with the ‘Robin 
revival at Erlanger’s. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Air Minded,’ Ritz (24 week) (CD- 
945-$3). Opened middle of last 
week; drew panning; chances 
doubtful with smali money after 
opening. 

‘Black Tower,’ 


quick 
Satur- 
Hood’ 


Ambassador (6th 
week) (CD-1,200-$3). Moved here 
from Harris Monday; rated around 
$5,000 but claimed to be breaking 
even; mystery piece. 

‘Blessed Event,’ 
week) (C-1,019-$3). 
day (12), winning generally 
able and some rave notices; 
ity second night. 

‘Brief Moment,’ Cort (15th week) 
(CD-1,043-$3). Appears to be mak- 
ing a little profit but doubtful of 
lasting much longer; estimated 
around $7,000. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (19th 
week) (M-1,416-$4.40). Shouid last 
out the season; business continues 
very good and not much musical 
opposition. 

‘Church Mouse,’ 
week) (C-984-$3). 
soon; moderate business 
last week about $7,000. 

‘Collision,’ Gaiety (Ist week) (D- 
832-$3). Presented independently 
(Louis E. Gensler); adapted from 
the German by John Anderson; due 
tonight. 

‘Counsellor - at - Law,’ 


Longacre (2d 

Opened Fri- 
favor- 
capac- 


Playhouse (19th 
Going to road 
to profit; 


Plymouth 





| month; 


(16th week) (C-1,042-$3). Aimed 
for the warm weather; stand-out 
comedy varies little, with $20,000 
the weekly average. 

‘Cynara,’ Morosco (16th week) 
(CD-893-$3). Maybe turning some 
profit but dropped steadily in past 


estimated around $10,000 


i last week. 

‘Distant Drums,’ Belasco (5th 
week) (D-1,000-$3). Under $7,000; 
four weeks agency buy has expired | 
and continuance much longer doubt-! 
ful. 

‘East of Broadway,’ Belmont (5th| 


(D-1,000-$3). 
low 


doubtful; 


week) 
cut rates; 


Wilil SLICK 


Supported by 
show; 
about 


cost 


$4,000. 


(M-1,702-$° Pre- 
Harris; score by 


(1st week) 50). 
sented by Sam H 
Irving Berlin; book by Moss 
and Morri 


t{yskind; Philly 
it a smash; opens tomorrow 
(17). 


‘Hay Fever,’ 


(C-830-$3). Revival 





playing to com- 


As expected theatre attendance on 


Business 


musical shows im- | 


|} business 


|} tering as 


coming in. Arrival of ‘Face the} 
Music’ tomorrow (17) at the New 
Amsterdam is the week's highlight. 
In ticket circles there was some 





| CD-1,050-$3). 





that it} ’ 
| with 


| week 
Hart } 
rates | 
nig me. a o cure 9 
nigh Merry Widow’ next week. 


Avon (Sth week) | 


paratively good money ; 
three matinees weekly; 
estimated at $9,000, 


‘lf Booth Had Missed,’ 


playing 
last week 


Maxine 


Elliot, (3rd week) (D-924-$3). Final 
week; going to Phila. for a sub- 
scription date; boosted in Sunday 
papers and may climb this week, 
but business last week only a cou- 
ple of hundred nightly. 

‘Jewel Robbery,’ Vanderbilt (6th 
| week) (D-770-$3). Moved here with 


instead of bet- 
around $5,000 is 


dropping 
hoped > 


not enough. 

‘Left Bank,’ Little (20th week) 
(D-530-$3). Still getting enough to 
keep out of the red; average has 
been $6,000; indefinite in small 
house. 

‘Little Racketeer,’ 44th St. (5th 
week) (M-1,463-$4.40). Another 


week and then stops; gross around 


$12,000 with cut rate support; well 
in the red. 
‘Monkey,’ Mansfield (2nd week) 


Drew favorable 
notices but business after mid-week 
start not and doubt- 
ful. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ 
Guild (17th week) (D-914-$4). 
Dropped off; about $18,000; should 
last out season; moves to Alvin to 
make way for ‘The Moon on the 
Yellow River.’ 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (8th 


some 


good chances 


week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Heavy ad- 
vance sales indicate will go into 
and beyond summer; $30,000; ca- 
pacity. 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Beck (14th 
week) (C-1,168-$3). Comedy leader 


paired with ‘Animal 
grosses consistently § at 
mark with $24,000 claimed. 
‘Scandals,’ Apollo (23d week) (R- 
1,168-$5.50). Final weeks announced: 
business improved materially there- 


Kingdom’; 
capacity 


after; about $29,000. 
‘Springtime for Henry,’ (10th 
week) (F-605-$3). Dipped some- 


what last week but should go along 
well into spring period; $9,000 esti- 
mated. 


‘The Animal Kingdom,’ Broad- 
hurst 6th week) (C-1,118-$3). To 
virtual capacity since opening is 


rated a smash; about $22,000. 

‘The Bride the Sun Shines On,’ 
Cohan (8th week) (C-1,400-$3), 
Making a little money and may last 
through Lent; last week estimated 
about $7,000. 

‘The Devil Passes,’ 
week) (D-1,067-$3). Holding to big 
money what with numerous party 
sales; figured not far from $20,000. 

‘The Fatal Alibi,’ Booth (2d week) 
(D-708-$3). Got some good notices 
and brokers took a_ four-weeks 
buy; first seven performance topped 
$9,000 and should do moderately, 


Selwyn (7th 


‘The Good Fairy,’ Miller (18th 
week) (C-946-$3). Continues to 
virtuat-eapacity at scdle as indi- 
cated last week when $15,300 wags 


grossed. 
‘The Inside Story,” National (ist 


week) (D-1,164-$3). Presented” by 
A. H. Woods; his first production 
this season; written by George Bry- 
ant and Francis Verdi; opens 
Thursday (8). 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial 
(15th week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Has 


been slipping in agency demand, but 
box office business holding gross up, 
about $28,000 last week. 


‘There’s Always Juliet,’ Empire 
(1st week) (C-1,099-$3). Presented 
by Gilbert Miller; English comedy 


and cast brought over; written by 
John van Druten; opened Monday. 

‘Trick for Trick,’ Harris (ist 
week) (D-1,051-$3). Presented in- 
dependently (Robert V. Newman); 
written by Shirley Ward, Harry 
Wagstaff Gribble and Vivian Cros- 
by; well regarded in Boston: opens 
Wednesday (17). 

‘Through the Years,’ Manhattan. 
Withdrawn last Saturday after 
playing two and one-half weeks. 

‘Vanities,’ Carroll (26th week) (R- 
2,550-$3). Another edition expected 


soon; business not so hot with in- 
dicated pace, $30,000. 

‘When the Bough Breaks,’ 48th 
St. (list week) (CD-969-$3). Pre- 
sented independently (Arthur Lu- 
bin); written by Jerome Sackheim; 


opens tonight. 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Barry- 
more (5th week) (D-1,090-$3). Do- 
ing good business at approximately 
$12,000, which is quite above the 
average. 

‘Wild Waves,’ Times Square (ist 


week) (CD-1,057-$3). Presented 
indepedently (Doran, Ray and 
Hewes); written by William Man- 


ley: opens Friday (19), 

‘Zombie,’ Biltmore (2d week) (D- 
1,000-$3). Opened last mid-week 
mixed notices; thriller got lit- 


° rl | tle trade after secc ig) 
‘Face the Music,’ New Amsterdam | fter second night, 


Other Attractions 
Maurice Chevalier, Iulton: first 
very $2.50 top; booked 
for two weeks and may hold over. 
‘Robin Hood,’ Erlanger's; revival; 


good; 


Bry ant’s showboat, Golden, 
‘Marriage of Cana,’ Provincetown: 
Sto ped 
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BLESSED EVENT dramatic caster, and Harlan Thomp- 
son, author and director of musical 
Comedy in three acts. Presented at the |shows and not long back from Hol- 
Longacre 7. ise a = Bg lywood's writing colony, Thompson 
Thompson Feb. 12. ritten by Man S >» a gh , a ‘gee 
and Forrest Wilson. Staged by Thompson. staged the show, and it opens a new 
FS Roger Pryor | field for him. Ibee. 
Misa StevensS....cccocceses Mildred Wall nen — 
Gladys Price. .ccccceseccssosess Lee Patrick 
George Moxely....eseee.-Charies D. Brown 
Louis rare Fi ee AIR-MINDED 
ee eS sevecesees- George Greenberg ; 
omnes i Boy weTrrririre re .Eddie Lynch Dramatic comedy drama in three acts by 
Miss Baum —— peccccvecese- Dorothea Petgen Nathaniel Davis, presented by Davenport 
Herb BPhimt. .cccecceceeceese Lynn Root Productions, Inc., at the Ritz, New York, 
Mr. MoskowltZ...cccccceces: Milton Wallace | Feb. 11. Staged by H. McRae Webster. 
Frankie Wells.....- ° ° Allen Jenkins | Top, $38. 
Mme. Fleurette....cccsceee-- Ollie Burgoyne Emma ClememtS..ccececcecces Bell D-Arcy 
Amelia Romond...eceeceess-Thelma Tipson | Shorty CE, 4c cnuhdeebucsenne Frank Otto 
Dorothy Lane....++e. eeccccvers Isabel Jewell | Joyce Cameron....ss.s0. Charlotte Wynters 
Mrs “Roberts eae eecceseceses+-Jean Adair | Freddy Cameron.....-. ° .Kdwin Mills 
Beilbos oeeecece eceececoes Robert Allen | Butch Emery..........-- .G, Pat Collins 
Emil cewccececceecetsesse-JOhn Robb | Joseph Clements........George MacQuarrie 
San Gobel... ccccccecesecs ...Matt Briggs | The Man with a Silk Hat..Stanley Ridges 
Reilly sae: Se .-...-Frank Rowan] The Man with a Derby Hat, 
COOMED . os cv ecccccveccccccecses Kenneth Dana Harry McNaughton 
Boldt... .....ssesecccccccece Walter Kinsella | Simon Spring ssoceceee-..Bernard Pate 
Louis Demarceo...... ercocveccs David Leonard | Doctor Mitchell...........Bermard Craney 
Joe Pasquali...... 0006e6eece seueeeete — 
>olicen assed euses Henry Shelvey , . : 
oats agate iene &. John F. "Mestionny Lightweight love story, shoddily 


The ‘keyhole kid,’ the talk of the 
tabloids, none other than Walter 
Winchell, has been dramatized and 
satirized in ‘Blessed Event,’ written 
by two young men who know some- 
thing. 

‘Blessed Event’ has laugh-getting 
comedy, dramatics and change of 
pace. First act good, second a let- 
down, but the speed and melodra- 


matics of the final act seem to tuck 
the show away. That stanza recalled 


‘Broadway’ with its night club at- 
_ - , 
mosphere, also ‘The Front Page 


with its telephoning reporters, but 
particularly the former. 

The authors have neatly caught 
the idea of the gossiping columnist 
and sp2ced it nearly throughout. 
Scene one in the gossiper’s office 
in the ‘Daily Express’ terminates by 
making him a heel, divulging the 
coming blessed event of a night club 
dancer, without benefit of clergy. 
That jams the girl. Later Alvin 
Roberts, the columnist of the play, 
tries to make amends by giving her 
money to go away with and promis- 
ing to take care of the financial end, 
since the disclosure led to her mar- 
ried lover racketeer having walked 
out. 

How the inside on the private 
lives of the better knowns is combed 
from waiters, bell hops and anony- 
mous mail tips to the columnist is 
woven into the play, which is epi- 
sodic. How, too, he sends telegrams 
to all and sundry for gags is indi- 
cated. Roberts wires Heywood 
Broun, ‘What do you know that I 
don’t” The smart answer, ‘Plenty,’ 
comes soon after, but not collect. 

When Roberts is panned by an- 
other paper he doesn’t particularly 
object. (The pans have happened to 
Winchell lately.) In answer to edi- 
torial denouncing his stuff Roberts 
says: ‘I'm making $90,000 a year, so 
why should I worry what a lousy 
$100 a week editorial writer says 
about me.’ That was before Roberts’ 
salary was boosted to $1,000 a week 
and before he went radio for much 
more. An offer from another paper 
at a G a week is the lever for the 
salary lift, and that has happened in 
Winchell’s case, too. 

Tough mugs and racketeers fur- 
nish another angle. (Mrs. Winchell’s 
boy was out front with a massive 
bodyguard.) Roberts makes an ally 
out of one Chicago tough who comes 
to frighten him, by describing the 
death chamber and an execution at 
Sing Sing. But the racket guy who 
got the little dancer into trouble or- 
ders Roberts bumped off. The at- 
tempt is made in a night club and 
fnrnishes the excitement of the last 
act. Another reporter is shot in the 
arm because the charged-up gun- 
man’s aim is bad. 

Still another phase is the supposed 
feud between the columnist and a 
topline crooner. That is made an 
important element in the show, but 
from the sidelines the Winchell-Val- 
lee affair is a dead issue. 

‘Five Star Final’ was the tab play 
last year, written with a certain 
amount of feeling. ‘Blessed Event’ 
is more amusing and was not au- 
thored with animus. 

Roger Pryor is Roberts the col- 
umnist and he well deserves the 
featuring given him. He is nervous 
at times. does not get to bed until 6 
and eats his breakfast at 6 p. m. 

Lee Patrick provides the love in- 








written and staged, and in most re- 
spects colorlessly acted, Its sub- 
stance is thin and its situations 
trite, the play fails to rise to a suf- 
ficient entertainment level to assure 
it of any chances. Were it better 
performed its deficiencies inherent- 
ly might not be so noticeable. 

At the opening numerous mem- 
bers of the cast slipped up on lines 
several times. At one point, Stan- 


ley Ridges badly balled up on a 
line, while in another spot G. Pat 
Collins started to laugh when his 
demeanor should have been bel- 


ligerent. He attempted to kill off 
whatever it was that struck kim 
humorously, which wasn't palpable 
to the audience, but finally had to 
turn his back to regain composure. 
Charlotte Wynters, as the girl 
over whom both Ridges and Col- 
lins are scrapping, and George 
MacQuarrie, as her uncle, turn in 
best performances. MacQuarrie, 
despite that his part offered him 
little, got more out of it than any 
of the others out of the'- assign- 
ments. 
Story is laid in a small hotel lob- 
by on the edge of a flying field. 
It’s here that a New Yorker, run- 
ning away from things, becomes in- 
terested in flying and finally noses 
out his rival, son of the local 
banker. Development of the narra- 
tive comes clumsily at times. 
There is some fair comedy relief, 
some of it having to do with drink- 
ing, the rest of it ladled out by 
Harry McNaughton, eccentric pro- 
fessor type. 
A kid, Frank Otto, who’s also 
air-minded and is monkeying 
around with some kind of a con- 
traption, purpose of which is a little 
nebulous, has fine stage presence 
and voice, but overacts. 
Even at-a low nut, which looks 
probable, lasting qualities of ‘Air- 
Minded’ don't look emane . ‘ 
Nar, 


Comedy drama in three acts presented at 
the Mansfield Feb. 11 by Robert Sparks 
and staged by him; written by Sam Janney. 
Robert Kenmore............Wright Kramer 


Dr. George Hollins..... ...Frank Wilcox 
Greta Kenmore......-.Charlotte Denniston 


EOGMOP .ncccece cccccescsese mana Hogue 
Joe Banning. ......+ee.+---ClUfford L. Jones 
Murien ..........seecee++--Houston Richards 


Officer McSweeney......Edward McNamara 


J. Emmelton Stotes........Randall O'Neil 
Howard Styrman......++-+++- John T. Dwyer 
Dr. Edward Pomeroy Nichols, 


George Lessey 
Inspector Monkey Henderson, 
si 4 Richard Whort 


a person who spends much 
lurking on dark fire escapes. 


the seventh com 
the 18th amend 
ment we're all having one hell o 
a time,’ pays scant attention 
3anning, who did the shooting. 


‘between 
mandment and 


that 





old man idea is right for this show 
It isn’t believable. 

Edward McNamara, once known 
as the sinzing cop, plays the Irish 


well as the house detective. 
‘Monkey’ in kidding murder mys- 
tery pieces retains most of the 
melodramatic featu-es. More com- 
edy would enhance its b. 0. worth. 
Idee. 


ZOMBIE 


Biltmore Feb. 11 by George Sherwood and 
staged by him; written by Kenneth Webb; 
Pauline Starke featured 

Dr. Paul Thurlow... ..-Hunter Gardner 


eeeee 


Sylvia Clayton.....sceoe.++-Pauline Starke 
Jack Clayton.......ee..-Robert J. Stanley 
POO cecvcécceuces Ceceeccors George Regas 
Josephine ......eeee0 coccee Etta Moten 
PROL, TKO Wallace. .coccssie Burr Caruth 
Martha Wallace...... ececcerves Rose Tapley 


Haitian Laborers.........Pater Clarke and 
Lackaye Grant 
seeesJerome Sheldon 
Booth Hagin 
Boo! and plenty of it in this mys- 
tery play, or rather thriller, of the 
tropics. ‘Zombie’ at times will put 
the chill on the spine even of first 
nighters. That’s something. Could 
be a good Leblanger, but without 
that aid little chance. 
It is a coast set-up. George Sher- 
wood, who presents and staged 
‘Zombie,’ has been promoting shows 
out west for some time. Pauline 
Starke was a picture name and is 
the featured lead, and there are one 
or two others known to filmland as 
players. Kenneth Webb, who wrote 
the show, isn’t of the picture mob. 
He must have been reading stuff 
about voodooism in the tropics, par- 
ticularly the Seabrook book on the 
native superstitions of Haiti. 
Some first nighters wondered how 
well the show might have impressed 
with a better cast. It is among 
the terror plays of the year, 
as they call them in Hollywood. 
The drums beat ominously and so 
insistently that after the second act 
it seemed they could be heard in 
the outside lobby. 
A zombie, according to the book 
and the play, is a human who is 
supposed to die, but, through magic, 
comes back unseeing and unhearing 
save one voice or master. The per- 
son is to all intents a robot, toiling 
in the fields for the benefit of the 
conjuror, or committing crimes at 
his behest. One of those zombies 
nearly strangles a sailor. A single- 





Medical Examiner Hughes....Dann Malloy 
Estelle Fenley.......+++++: Nedda Harrigan 





If Jimmy Durante would ask, ‘Are 
there many mystery plays in the 
Broadway canyon?’ Eddie Jackson 
would shout, ‘It’s lousy with them,’ 
and Lou Clayton would echo the 
same for the schnozzola. And now 
another one, the third on the same 
street, yet ‘Monkey’ is a satire on 
mystery plays. That it can make 
the grade now, however, is doubt- 
ful. 

The current mystery play authors 
are picking on doctors as the mur- 
derers in these stories. That is so 
in ‘The Fata] Alibi,’ and a medico 
also is the bestial fellow in ‘Black 
Tower.’ Not to mention that a pro- 
fessor is the bad man in ‘Zombie.’ 


The docs may have to have a law 
passed about it. 
The late Sam Janney, whose 





terest. She reviews pictures on the| ‘Loose Ankles’ was a fairly success- 
same sheet, is opposed to Alvin’s|ful comedy, had something to get 
column, but finally gives in. Mil-|off his mind about bankers and 


dred Wall is his secretary, loyal but 
a wisecracker about the dirt disher 
Allen Jenkins excellent as 


who plugged a friend instead. 
Adair plays Roberts 


all about. 
wide of the subject-matter, 


Manny Seff, who has been doing 
press work for the Shuberts, wrote] lently by 
‘Blessed Event,’ Forrest Wilson do- 


ing some collaborative work after 
rehearsals started. 


playwrighting duo. 


disguise. 
Another young pair is on the man- 


a rod- 
toting dees-dem egg from Chicago. 
John F. Morrissey with a detective 
bit near the close ditto, slugging the 
£unman who tried to get Roberts but 
Jean 
old-fashioned 
mother, who doesn’t know what it’s 
That is one of the things 


They are a new 
They forget lit- 
tle. even to having their hero barred 
from a club and having him enter in 


ageria] end—Sidney Phillips, once a 
vaudeville monologist and now a 


house detectives, and most of those 
references provide the fun of ‘Mon- 
key.’ The lines come during the 
process of unraveling the murder of 
Robert Kenmore, white-haired bank- 
er, by Police Inspector ‘Monkey’ 
Henderson, an apparently decrepit 
old codger who thinks on all cyl- 
inders. 

The shooting is done by Joe Ban- 
ning, a hoofer in ‘Scandals,’ whose 
proposed marriage to Kenmore’s 
stepdaughter, Greta, is opposed vio- 
the banker. Latter had 
been cruel to the girl’s mother and 
‘lis at the time in a sanitarium. The 
boy’s confession is secured by Mur- 
lein, the house dick, who also digs 
up a dictaphone record to clinch the 
case before the inspector arrives. 
Officer McSweeney is scornful of 
Murlein and explains to the butler: 
‘If you were ever caught without 


file procession 
of Jack and Sylvia Clayton, who 
have a plantation, and you can hear 
‘em making dismal noises. 

The given explanation of the 
zombie is that it or he or she is in 
a condition of suspended animation. 
A young doctor from aée private 
yacht believes it merely the super- 
stition of the natives, but when the 
colored maid sees her husband walk 
in as a zombie, the thing gets 
creepy—and drums beat down on 
the plains. 

Paul, the, young medico, is smit- 
ten with Sylvia and wants her to 
come away with him. Jack, her hus- 
band, is adamant about not leaving 
the island for about two more years 


young wife is fearful and spent with 
the monotony of the place, and that 
at least is believable. Paul presum- 
ably dies after drinking water that 
is poisoned with the juice of a cer- 
tain herb. 

Paul becomes one of those things 
and, under the spell of Pedro ths 


and takes out the Clayton savings. 


dark scenes. 
combat by zombie Paul, but it isn’t 


does not suspect. He is shot and 


Sylvia. 


the sweat country. 
Miss Starke 


sobs should have afforded comedy 


weaknesses. 








baggage you'd know what I mean.’ 


it. Thee. 


He also rates a house detective as 
time 


‘Monkey’ Henderson, who believes 


to, 
He | 
seeks the motive and finds it. There 
is a woman in the case, the mistress 
of Kenmore, and she has a lover. 
It is that person who goads the boy 


policeman Mv ..sweeney in the genial] 
manner that made him likéd in| 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ in a simila 
assignment. Houston Richards did 


Melodrama in three acts presented at the | 


surround the house | 


when their fortune will be made. The 


half-breed overseer, he opens the safe 


Pedro is trapped in one of the many 
The doc is put out of 


Pedro who really heads the zombies, | 
but a character whom the audience 


Paul comes out of it to comfort wife 
It is a mystery play set in 


: is the harried wife|ets had been printed from $3 to 
Sylvia. Robert J. Stanley plays her } $2.50. This may indicate that the 
£o0o0d-looking husband. George | advance wasn't ‘up to expectations. 
Regas gets somewhere with his | Chevalier’s following among the 
playing of Pedro. The others are| French in New York may be strong 
secondary. Introduction of two] enough, coupled with his film draw, 


relief, but that was one of the play's 


‘Zombie’ is creepy enough, but it's | 
no—unless the cut rates underwrite 


f 
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CONCERTS 


By Sallie 





Following much testing by Walter 
Damrosch and Ernest Schelling of 
Madison Square’s acoustics, they 
finally were pronounced perfect for 





to the deed sy ae = — is| Paderewski’s concert for the benefit 
> victi ah icide, too. ‘Mon- oa Saad | aoe a 

ei tlie ig agen + «Sa wl prior | of the Musicians _Emergency Aid. 

to that and he routs a banker or| The Garden transformed into con- 

two who plan to declare the boy in-| cert hall was capacity, 16,000 being 

sane. |} present, Mr. Paderewski donated 
Robert Sparks is the producer of! his services and the receipts were| 

the mystery comedy, and in staging} petween $30,000 and $35,000. The 

it he did good work, just as he did evening for Mr. Paderewski was 4 

in the ill-starred ‘Never No More’| * : 

recently. He introduces some ac- Great endurance test, He piayed | 

tors virtually new to Broadway, par-| fer three consecutive hours, and it} 

ticularly young Richard Whorf,| Was past midnight before the audi- 

whose extended stock experience! ence departed 

stands him in good stead now./| — 

Whorf makes ee al Two Soloists 

‘urious old man with a sense of . ; “telaane 

ion continuously wagging! Town Hall suffered from over- 

tonzue. It is an unusual character-| ©OMSsestion Sunday. In the after- 

ization, but it is questioned if the; Meen an audience of musicians, 


singers and socieiy gathered to hear 
|} the much heralded Conchita Super- 


Italy, where she was a sensation, 
Mme. Supervia’s voice cannot be 
compared to her @ramatic interpre. 
tative ability. She is most attrac. 
tive and wears her costumes ex. 
tremely well. A fetching one worn 
in one of her Spanish songs was a 
white silk close-fitting bodice, Skirt 
/ to floor, with ruffles faced in Amers 
ican beauty satin. With this outfit 
she carried a huge red fan. 

In the evening, Lotta Lehman, 
the well-known German lieder 
singer, looking statuesque in a coral 
pink satin 
extensive 


evening gown, 
program to a house 
crowded: Town Hall. Mme. 
man’s technique is superb, 
excellent and she knows 
tricks of the voice and of 


Sang aa 
that 
Leh- 
diction 
both the 
music, 





Children’s Concert 





| via, Spanish mezzo-soprano, in her} 
| first here. She has had a 
interesting career. At| 

in in Buenos| 


singing Carmen in|] 


| 


recital 
and 
sang 


15, 


| 


colorful 
14, she 
| Aires: 


opera 


at 


MAURICE CHEVALIER 


| 
|} Presented by C. B. Dillingham for a lim- 
|} ited engagement of two weeks by courtesy 
of Paramount Publix, at Fulton, New 
ork, Feb. 9 for two weeks. With Jacques 
Fray and Mar'o Braggiotti, pianists, court- 
as Columbia Broadcasting. $2.50 top. 
| saceepinesigdiall 
Maurice - Chevalier, Paramount's 
| biggest star and one of the six 
| strongest male draws on the screen, 
| places himself to a greater test on 
this engagement than two years ago 
when playing a two-weeks’ concert 
date, also for C. B. Dillingham and 
at this theatre. That he will do as 
well on his second legit stage try 
is highly doubtful for many reasons. 


First, there is some doubt that 
Chevalier is the draw that he was 
two years ago, a couple bad pic- 


tures in between having cut in on 
him. They and a lack of real hit 
songs since ‘Innocents of Paris’ and 
‘Love Parade’ are against him. 
Something may be gathered from 
the fact that in this concert en- 
gagement, Chevalier leans backward 
to some of his earlier song hits, 
closing his show with a couple from 
the first talker he made for Par, 
‘Innocents.’ 

Lent started last Wednesday 
(10). That, also, may be against 
Chevalier’s box-office showing this 
time. Additionally, these are not 
the good times of two years ago, 
narrowing down opportunities for 
money. 

Aside from these conditions, 
Chevalier is not exactly the in- 
triguing personality that he was 
when first brought over to the U. S. 
A. He has lost a trifle of that 
French accent which had something 
to do with establishment of Che- 
valier as an American screen person- 
ality, and on the stage is without 
that restraint pictures impose on 
him. 

His concert, none the less, is quite 
entertaining and possesses its high 
lights. Notable are the imitations 
of imitators of Chevalier. These 
are Rudy Vallee and Willie How- 
ard in their impersonations of the 
Par star, with that of Vallee out- 
standing. 

There is the slightest undertone 
of displeasure on Chevalier‘s part 
over vaude and legit impersonators 
of him, especially the protruding lip 
which he says they all stick out to 
} plant the picture; but he tries va- 
| liantly to make it appear he doesn’t 
mind. 

Included in the repertoire of num- 
bers are a couple from ‘One Hour 
With You’ (Par), yet to be released, 
with Chevalier partly explaining the 
story and not forgetting plugging 
value. 

Unusually well done are an 
Apache number, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Ele- 
phant’ (in French), and impressions 
of three French comedians, one a 
pansy. All are done in character 
and sold well. 

Chevalier works on a fully lit 
stage and with the auditorium in 
brightness except for two numbers 
for which the spot is thrown on 
him. 

More’ variation and possibly 
| breaking up of the Chevalier num- 
bers and the piano selections of 
Fray and Braggiotti would further 
diversify the concert. 

Fray and Braggiotti, excellent 
| piano team, in novel arrangements, 
|} precede Chevalier on both halves, 





' 





Children filled Town Hall, New 
York, to hear Dorothy Gordon Sing 
and act of all countries in 
costume in her only recital in New 
York 


songs 


this seaon. Miss Gordon was 


(Continued on page 71) 
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THE FATAL ALIBI 


Mystery 
Harris at 
Michael 


melodrama presented 
the Booth, Feb. 9; written 
Morton; based on novi 

Murder of Roger Ackroyd’; Cc} 
Laughton starred; staged by latter. 
Geoffrey Raymond -Edward Crandall 


by Jed 
by 
‘The 
arlegs 


Mra. Ackroyd cecccectccec Mie Shannon 
Major Blunt seooeees e+ Kenneth Hunter 
i. ee , ae Jane Wyatt 
PRO Sunetesees ee++++Donald Randolph 
COSHi BRapnara..cieseccccis Helen Vinson 
Hercule Poirot........Charles L 1ughton 
Bourne cbks on bee aoe ue Jane Bramley 
Sir Roger tg Lionel Pape 
Captain Ralph Paton.....Lowell Gilmore 
Dr. Sheppard..... eseee..Moffat Johnston 
Inspector Davies......Lawrence H. Cecil 
Mr. Hammond..... Fothringham Lysons 
WE Sales cawscucss vas Andree Corday 


Jed Harris has been planning to 
do this quiet meller for sometime. 
He waited until Charles Laughton 
ef London was through with ‘Pay. 
ment Deferred,’ because the actor, 
now starred, appeared in ‘Alibi’ 
over there. Title too familiar here, 
nence the present paradoxical name, 
‘The Fatal Alibi.’ It is interesting, 
well acted and well presented, which 
should get it by for a moderate en- 
saugement. 

Laughton was highly lauded by 
New York critics for his perform- 
ance in ‘Deferred,’ also an imported 
murder play which failed to live up 
to expectations. His performance in 
‘Alibi’ seems to be much better, 
perhaps because the characteriza- 
tion is more appealing. 

In the earlier appearance Laugh- 
ton enacted a middle-aged British 
bank clerk who killed a relative 
from Australia for his money and 
buried the body in the garden. He 
became a cringing creature whose 
guilt was discerned because he 
continuously read of the action of 
a certain poison which he had ad- 
ministered. 

In ‘Alibi’ the character is the op- 
posite. Laughton is Hercule Poirot, 
a noted French detective residing 
near the home of Sir Roger Ack- 
royd, Fernly Park, near London, Sir 
Roger is a penurious fellow and 
there may have been motive for 
more than one person in the family 
circle to plunge the -knife into his 
back. Flora, his niece, summons 
Poirot and he accepts the case. 


It is the scheme of mystery 
pieces to cast suspicion on more 
than one person and to mask the 


real culprit until the final minute. 
That general plan is followed. A 
nephew, Ralph Payton, is hard up 
for funds, makes his appearance 
after a lapse of six months, is seen 
by only a few persons and remains 
hidden after the crime is discov- 
ered. Poirot never figures him as 
the killer. 

The manner in which the un- 
spoken alibi is set up is subtley 
developed. The killer does not dis- 
close the alibi at all, but Poirot, the 
detective, does unravel it. Impres- 
sion was that only a genuis could 
accomplish the solution. Poirot 
tells the perpetrator to his face of 
his guilt and orders him to go to 
bed and not awaken. The man 
agrees, thereby avoiding disgzracing 
his people. 

Laughton dominates ‘The Fatal 
Alibi.’ He has a mincing French 
dialect, adhered to as only a skilled 
actor does. Whatever action there 
is comes from him. His alertness 
and agile movements at times are 





| going through their entire routines. 
This has them on for long stretches | 
and also Chevalier, bringing a lot of | 
each at one time. 

Prices for present concert en- 
gagement were reduced after tick- 





surprising coming from a man of 
his poundage. 

Jane Wyatt, a new name, is Tiora, 
who makes a few mvsterious moe 
tlone but is not under suspicion: 
Effie Shannon is her mother, siste? 
of the murdered man; Randolph 
Mays the rather sinister butler, 
Helen Vinson added the dash of ro- 
mance; Moffat Johnston plays 4 
doctor, subdued most of the e 


time 
for the purposes of the play: kid - 








to make his two weeks’ stay satis- 
factorily profitable to both himself 
and Dillingham, even if it won't be 
| €as velvety as two years ago. 

| At that time he had Duke Elling- 
tom and band with him. Char, 


ward Crandall is the gonod-lookint 
| secretary. 

There are no shots nor mys'ei” 
play clap-traps in ‘The Fatal Al/i»}. 
It is the enactment of a polish 
detective story. bee. 


ter? 


a 
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Gulliver Set to Push Vaudeville 
Revival at Moss Empires Meeting 





London, Feb. 16. 
General meeting of Moss Empires 
is definitely set for Feb, 29 and for 
the first time in the company’s 28 
vill 
in London instead of Edinburgh. 


years of existence take place 


A stormy meeting is expected 
with Charles Gulliver, the most 
dominant figure, who will move to 
have the concern start a vaudeville 
drive in earnest. Gulliver is an 
ticipating full support from the ma- 
jority of directors including Wii 
Evans, hitherto considered strong 
for pictures. Evans’ wavering is 
noticeable in Cardiff and Southamp- 
ton Empires abandoning a picture 
policy after a tryout period. 


For American Acts 


Gulliver and his friends are- de 
termined to import American talent 
and are prepared to guarantee a 
month with options to imports, at 
galaries ranging from about $205 to 
$345. Higher salaries will be given 
when options are exercised, but the 
turns will be barred from playing 
opposition. 

Changes in the Moss Empires di- 
rectorate forecast include resig- 
nation of L. F. Gillespie, chairman, 
and brother of R. H. Gillespie, to 
be replaced by Walter Payne, a 
lawyer. Payne is a director of Moss 
Empires and chairman of the Syn- 
dicate Halls. This indicates de- 
termined opposition to 
Theatres. 

Another expected change in a 
booking committee of four, includ- 
ing Audrey Thacker, a young ac- 
tress, inexperienced i.. booking, but 
believed to possess ability in that 
direction. 


Miller’s London Play 


London, Feb, 15. 

‘Good Companions’ folds at the 
Lyric Feb. 27, with ‘Springtime for 
Henry’ replacing. 

Gilbert Miller is already casting 
‘Henry,’ but the piece won't follow 
right in, there being a gap between 
the plays, during which the house 
will be dark. 


Mex. Goes In for Art 
Mexico City, Feb. 12. 

What it calls comprehensive 
fourses in dramatic and theatrical 
art are being given by the National 
University of Mexico, America’s 
oldest seat of learning, which was 
founded in 1553. 

Courses, presented by leading na- 
tive dramatists and writers, com- 
prise history of theatre, works of 
outstanding dramatists, costuming, 
stagecraft, elocution, etc. Students 
are of both sexes. Criticism, the- 
atrical advertising and press agent- 
ing will be added later to the cur- 
Ticulum, the university announces. 


No ‘Crazy’ Deal 


London, Feb. 15. 

Alex Aarons, of Aarons & Freed- 
ley, New York firm, is here trying 

get a deal to stage his ‘Girl 
Crazy’ in London. 

No nibbles thus far. 

Alex Aarons met A, E. Abrahams 
over the week-end and discussed 
the staging of ‘Girl Crazy’ at the 
Pavillion, owned by Abrahams 
New York producer insisted Abra- 
hams invest $35,000 for the costs 
of production, but with the English 
Manager prepared to invest oniy 

Differences have resulted in there 

ing no deal so far. 


PARIS PLAY FILM BET 
Paris, Feb. 15. 
‘Once Upon a Time,’ new Crois- 
eet play, is a big hit here. 
Looks like a picture bet. 
— is practically identical with 
— and Wing’ an earlier Croisset 
sa Which Al Woods produced in 
ew York twenty years ago. 


Weather 


Paris, Feb. 15. 
Drizzly cold, and icy 





sidewalks 


all week, 
Phe ig and picture houses both 
oe new shows in, but mostly } 


+ 


General | 





McClellan’s Successor 


London, Feb. 15. 
Directors of Associated Theatre 
Properties are meeting Wednesday 
(17) to 
successor, No one is in mind for 
the job. 
Likelihood is that 
right hand man, E. 
told to continue. 


TALK THEATRE STRIKE 
ON FRENCH TAXES 


Paris, Feb. 15. 
successful 


discuss George 


McClellan’s 


Bostock, will be 





Pierre Wolf, 
playwright, 
here against show taxation. 

Wolf's latest move was to appeal 
to all legit and picture 
close down en masse 
government relief. 


houses to 


More Liberal Soviet 
Reinstates Bulgakov 


Moscow, Feb. 2. 
Michael Bulgakov’s play, ‘Days of 
the Turbins,’ barred as politically 
undesirable nearly four years ago, 
may be permitted to resume its in- 
terrupted success. 


Reports in theatrical circles are 
to the effect that the official sanc- 
tion for its revival has already 
been granted by the highest au- 
thorities. The announcement, how- 
ever, has not yet been published, 


and in Moscow a play is never defi- 
nitely on until the curtain has risen. 

‘Days of the Turbins’ is probably 
the most discussed piece produced 
by Russian theatre since the revolu- 
tion. It was written by Bulgakov 
and staged by Stanislavsky’s Mos- 
cow Art Theatre during the so- 
called Nep period, when there was 
a good deal more freedom on the 
stage. With the launching of the 
Five-Year Plan and the suppression 
of Nep, or private trade, this limited 
freedom evaporated. This play was 
one of the first victims. 

If Bulgakov’s play is actually per- 
mitted, it will mark a real victory 
for freer drama here. It will be in 
line with the new policy of more 
human theatre, with less ‘political 
advertising,’ which your’ corres- 
pondent has reported in other dis- 
patches. 

‘Days of the Turbins’ tells the 
story of a cultured and worthy 
Russian family of ‘White,’ that is 
anti-Bolshevik, officers. It shows 
them fighting the Soviets, which 
they consider the enemies of civili- 
zation; and it traces their disillu- 
sionment with their hopeless cause. 
In the end they recognize not only 
that they are beaten but that the 
old regime is not worth saving. 

The return of Constantine Stanis- 
lavsky to active work in the Mos- 
cow Art recently doubtless has 
much to do with the probable re- 
instatement of this play. Stanis- 
lavsky has the support of Stalin 
himself. 


local } 
is heading a campaign 
i 


com p< lling | 





| 


McClellan's | 


} 
| 
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British Humor 





London, Feb. 4. 

The ‘Daily Herald’ has hit on 
the solution of the Dartmoor 
mutiny. 

Interviewing an ex-convict 
in a recent issue they quote 
him as saying: 

‘There appears to be a gen- 


eral feeling against long sen- 
tences.’ 
They say the English have 


no sense of humor. 











SHOWMEN TAKE 


VER MOSCOW 
LEGITS 


Moscow, leb. 2. 


One after another so-called “Red 


directors” are being removed from 


here and administrations 
put_into the hands of bona-fide the- 


atre folk. The process, it goes with- 


theatres 


out saying, is being greeted enthu- 
siastically by the profession. 

The red director was usually an 
ordinary worker or a Communist in- 
tellectual without experience in the 
theatre. The idea was that he was 
closer to the masses and could pre- 


vent the theatre from becoming 
eclectic or forgetting its duties to- 
wards the revolution. In practice 
these directors often worked mis- 
chief and clogged the machinery 


though there are some exceptions of 
non-theatrical directors who 
effective jobs. 

Their elimination began when the 
management of the Moscow theatre 
was put back into Constantine Stan- 
islavsky’s capable hands. Now the 
red director of the Vakhtangoy the- 
aire been removed and O. F. 
Glazunov placed in charge, with V. 
V. Kuza as his assistant. Similar 
changes are being made in other 
leading theatres, 


has 


7 - 
Duce’s Play in London 
London, Feb. 15. 
That Mussolini play, already pro- 
duced in Italy, Hungary and France, 
is scheduled to open here in May at 
the New theatre. Barry Jones will 


play the Napoleon part. Piece 
flopped badly few weeks ago in 
Paris. 


Sydney Carroll, who will present 
it here, tried to dispose of the 
American rights when in New York 
but found no bidders. 


Stoll Wants Boles 


London, Feb. 15. 
Sir Oswald Stoll would like John 
Boles, American picture star, for 
his next musical extravaganza, 
‘Casanova.’ 
Deal is being 
nothing set yet. 


talked over, with 





London Sow World 





London, Feb. 6. 

Farce comedy, ‘Say When,’ was 
produced at the Duke of York’s Feb. 
1. The whole thing was impossible. 

By the end of the second act, ac- 
cording to one man, there were only 
two national papers viewers left in 
the stalls. 


Prison Films 
Immediately after the mutiny in 


Dartmoor Prison, certain indie ex- 
hibitors with large theatres ap- 
proached firms like M.-G.-M. and 


United Artists, who release Colum- 
bia here, for re-issues of such films 
as ‘Big House’ and ‘Criminal Code’. 

Insiders sey the Home Office pri- 
vately circulated a letter tipping off 
renters against sanctioning such 
releases. 

On the other hand, Par’s ‘Ladies 
of the Big House’ is due to start at 
the Plaza, with a topical angle like- 
ly to help it 





British Navy Loses 
The Admiralty, government office 
of the British Navy, and all that, 
sued Astra National Productions, of 
; Wardour street, for alleged addi- 
; 





|tional money due to them from the 


j}rentals of. the silent picture, ‘The 
| Flag Lieutenant.’ 
This film, which was made with 


Admiralty co-operation, was an 
enormous success here, scoring the 





| Office is dead set against national 
leensorship of films, aware there} 
|} would be a public squawk if Civi 
servants were appointed to su 
posts. 
$5,000 a Day 

The biggest box-office attraction | 

|in this town at present is undoubt- 


biggest silent picture gross ever 
achieved by a British film. 

Apparently the Admiralty granted 
film facilities on British ships in 
return for a split on the rental, the 
money to go to the Sports Fund. 

The judge dismissed the Admiral- 
ty’s claims, granted a small one 
cross-claimed by the film company, 
and had some severe things to say 
about the use of the British Navy 
for film work. 





‘Whose Baby Are You?’ was pro- 
duced at the Vaudeville. It held up 
four nights and folded on Saturday. 


‘Say When’ looks like doing the 
same. 

Film Censor Unlikely 

The film censorship position is 


still as hopeless as ever, and there 


seems little chance of straightening | 


it out. 


Understood, however, the Homes 


edly the French art exhibition in the 
Royal Academy. 
The receipts are around five crand 


a day, which would make most film | 


theatres here look silly. 


did | 








Anti-Church Play Ban 


Paris, Feb. 6. 


Showings of an ultra communistic 
| play titled ‘Tyranny of the Priests’ 
has been forbidden by tl police 

| They were bein 
|} communistie 


* arranged by the 


board of aldermen of 


}one of Paris’ reddest suburbs to] 
{take place in an equally red neigh- 

borho yd. Press £ot wise Lo the 

| thing, and protested 


‘ONE FLOP OUT OF FIVE 
STARTS IN BUDAPEST 


Feb. 3. 
the seven legit 


Budapest, 


Five out of stages 


now playing in Budapest -— thre: 


others being had 
None 


of them seems to be an overwhelm- 


temporarily dark 


premieres within two days. 


ing hit, but only one flopped de- 
cisively 
This was ‘Pension Mermaid’ by 


Julius Somogyi, whose ‘Cherries 
Are Ripe,’ in an English adaptation, 


vehicle for 
Banky in the States. 


was a touring Vilma 


‘Chaplet of Pearls,’ at the Ka- 
|mara, is a prettily set and charm- 
ingly acted series of pantomimes 
with old folk songs and dances. 


Rather in the style of the Russian 


Oiseau Bleu or Chauve-Souris pro- 
ductions, it belongs more on the 
cabaret or ballet stage, but it was 


a great attraction to see that type 
of production really well acted in- 
stead of merely danced. 

‘Pay Up Madam!’ is the quaint 
title of a new musical at the Vigsz- 
|inhaz, book by Emod and Torok, 
music by Komjathy. Good mixture 
of up-to-date farce and sentimental 
operetta, well written and original. 





The music lacks big hit numbers, 
but is pleasant all through. Story 


is about an engineer who is in love 
with his boss’ daughter and she 
with him, but the boy wants to fall 
out of love because sentiment spoils 
his work. He consults an expert 
psychologist who advises that they 
be constantly together, almost like 
man and wife—two beds on the 
stage, with a wire partition between 
—then they’ll be sure to get to hate 
each other (expert has been mar- 
ried twenty years, and knows). 

They undergo the cure, but with 
contrary results, 

The spirited comedy, well acted 
by a cast that is worthy of better 
things, was well received. Of 
course, the locale is New York, as 
in most plays in which figure giddy 
millionaires and absurd situations. 
‘Pay Up, Madam!’ looks like a suc- 


cess. 
‘Haway,’ the new operetta by 
Paul Abraham, the composer who 


had so much success abroad with 
‘Viktoria and Her Hussar,’ was first 
presented in Berlin, although both 
Abraham and the librettist, Foldes, 
are Hungarians. 

The music is very clever, but 
most of the numbers were already 
well-known here and therefor less 
effective. After the great expecta- 
tions and Abraham’s prestige have 
been discounted, not much of a suc- 
cess remains. However, the play 
is scheduled for production § in 
scores and scores of German thea- 





tres, in London, and all over the 
| Continent. 

| ‘Pariser Platz 13,’ the Vicky 
jaum play, is at the Belvarosi, 
|adapted by Heltai. Success mode- 
lrate. ‘Bride of Torocko’ still al- 
| ternates with it and beats it at the 
| box office. Although it was pre- 


dicted that ‘Bride of Torocko’ would 
be a great local success, but would 
not go beyond this country, it is al- 
ready a hit in Vienna and seems to 
have an international career in 
front of it 


TOURING HELPS JOBLESS 
Feb. 5. 


viate 


Paris, 
Attempting to alle 
ployment in legit, all show business 


is encouraging the f 


unem- 


ging formation of 


which would 


touring companies, 
play the 
Three of them 


| started, and more 


provinces, 


have 


are to follow. 


———— ee 


Wallace Play, Opening in London 
As Author Dies Here, Makes Hit 


_ = 


London, Feb. 15 
‘The Green Pack,’ last of the 
| Edgar Wallace plays, was produced 
it Wyndham’s on the eve of his 
death It was splendidly received 
land is likely to bring a comfortal 
'income to Wallace’s widow and 
children for a long time. 
‘Rose Without a Thorn’ at 
| Duchess, in another costume piece 
by Clifford Bax. It was warmly re- 
| ceived nd looks like it may get a 
fair run for class patronage. Play 


considerably by Frank 
brilliant performance as 
the Eighth, polygamous 
king. Angela Baddeley, in 
also earned plaudits 
her acting. 
the 


is helped 
Vosper's 
Henry 
British 
support, 
through 


‘Punchineilo,’ at Globe, is an 


excellent medieval drama idea 
poorly handled, Much too talky 
and lacking in popular appeal. 
Piece folded after three d play- 
ing. 


Canada Tax Suit 


(Continued from page 25) 
industry prompted certain organi- 
zations to supply Lauriente with a 
limited number of pictures, accord- 


ing to a letter read by Crown 
Prosecutor Greer. This was by R. 
A. Scott of the Vancouver office of 


Universal to Claire Hague, mana- 
ger of the Toronto office. 

James P. O'Loughlin, Canadian 
district for Fox, outlined 
the connection between himself and 
the controlled by Famous 
Players He explained 


manager 


theatres 
Canadian. 


that his dealings, prior to 1929, had 
been with N. L. Nathanson, one of 


the accused, who was then manag- 
ing dircetor of F. P. Can. Witness 
described the zoning system of F. 
P. Can. and Fox, O'Loughlin de- 
nied that he had ever been ordered 
by Nathanson not to supply films 
to Fert Wainwright, Toronto indie 
exhib, unless the latter boosted ad- 
mission prices. He also asserted 
that he had ordered his Vancouver 
manager to sell all pictures he 


could and had available to Lauri- 
ente and not to give the latter's 
competitor exclusive rights unless 


he was willing to buy at least 80 or 


85% of Fox productions for the 
season. 


With the advent of talking pic- 
tures, Fox revised its methods of 
selling and, instead of charging a 
flat rate, sold them on a percentage 
basis of from 15 to 50%, O’Loughlin 
testified. 


H. L. Nathanson on Stand 


Last witness called by Crown 
Prosecutor Greer was Ilenry L. 
Nathanson, gen. mer. of Regal 
Films, and a brother of N. lL. 
Nathanson, He was asked to iden- 
tify correspondence between Regal 
and F. P. Can., of which the ac- 
cused was formerly managing di- 
rector. 


‘We are not in the same position 
as the other exchanges, in that we 
have no parent body in the United 
States,’ said Nathanson. ‘We are 
film brokers. We sell products for 
the U. S. A. but are not responsible 
to anyone over there. We sell M- 
G-M, RKO, Pathe and British films. 

F. P. Can. made it very difficult 
to sell pictures to opposition thea- 
tres, said a letter written by the 
witness to E, M. Saunders of M-G’s 
New York office. ‘They are very 


unreasonable where we have a 
prospect of selling to the opposi- 
tion,’ the letter complained. In an- 


other letter read to the court, he 
said that F. P. and the B. and F. 
indie chain did not date their pic- 
tures until late, with the result that 
‘little fellows’ were forced to wait. 

Further evidence showed that in 
1930 F. P. sought protection the 
exchange could not see fit to grant 
with the result that they met un- 
der Col. Cooper and set a minimum 
and maximum protection. Witness 
said all accepted the decision ex- 
cept Arthur Cohen, pres, of F. P. 
Can., and, that as far as the latter 
was concerned, the matter was still 


open, 

‘Was there any difference be- 
tween the policy you adopted 
toward Famous Players and inde- 


pendent theatres in your efforts to 





already been| 


check up on delinquents”? 
Nathanson replied, ‘None all.’ 
‘Did you ever discuss with your 

| brother (N. L. Nathanson) any 

policy that would tend to limit the 


—? 


supply of films? 


No, said the witness. 
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FOLIES BERGERE 


Paris, Feb. 1. 


New Folies Bergere Revue at the Folies 


Bergere, titled ‘Nuits de Folies’ (‘Nights 
of Folly’), in two acts and 60 tableaux. | 
Presented by Paul Derval. Authored and| 
copyrighted as usual by his_ partner, | 
suis Lemarchand. Staging by Pierre| 
Frejol Music by Maurice Hermite, Pierre! 

Larrieu and others. Dances by Mme 
Komarova. English lances by Alfred 
Jackson, Costumes and curtains by Max 
Weldy. 

Principals: Pierre Mingand (principal 
comedian), Brochard, Jean Poc, Ed. Cos- 
tel, Lemercier, Carlos Conte, Orbal, Moore | 
and Revel, Sidell Sisters, Roth and Shay, 
Loulou Hegoburu, Viviane Gosset, Nepo, 
Mlie. Fia, Valencina and Antonina Feo- 


doroff, Dinah Gervyl, and a host of others 
named in the program, the Alfred Jackson 
Star ballet, the Pallet Stella and the 
Spark Ballet. 


Contrary to last year, which was 
overabundant in talent and sketches, 
with a lot of yodeling, and a thor- 
oughly international slant, this 
year’s production is primarily for 
natives, producers realizing that 
this is a year of few visitors. Only 
acts of international calibre are 
Moore and Revel, the Sidell Sisters, 
and Roth and Shay—latter (Ameri- 
cans) are distinctly the star turn 
of the show, with the Sidell Sisters 
Americans, very successful in 
a new form of their Apache dance, 
and Moore and Revel, English, good | 
in a specialty dance. 

Only foreign injections in the} 
show are a few English lyrics of 
Roth and Shay before their antics. 
Otherwise show strictly French. 


The last few years’ star, Randall, 
currently in ‘Bow Bells’ in London, 
has been replaced by Pierre Min- 
gand, dancer and comedian. Change 
has resulted in practically doing 
away with sketches. Only one 
worth mentioning is in a theatrical 
agent’s office, where this promising 
beginner gives a good account of 
himself. Loulou Hegoburu and 
Vivian Gosset, femme leads, are 
popular with French audiences. 

Dancing is less jazzy and more 
classical, with the German Spark 
ballet and the Russian Stella ballet 
coming in for a lot of work. Jazz 
is represented only by the 16 Alfred 
Jackson stars, who often work with 
the other two ballets. The new 
Jackson girls, replacing those re- 
cently gone cooperative, work hard, 
but are a buxom lot. The manne- 
quins, with a strong taste of caviar, 
are on the average, good-looking. 

Show doesn’t depend for draw on 
nudity, which is restricted to a few 
mannequins, but then it goes the 
limit. This means that by dropping 
Randall and minimizing the num- 
ber of expensive acts, producers 
have been able to cut down the nut. 
Despite this, and also the com- 
paratively small number of cur- 
tains, several of which are gorgeous, 
and replace embroidery by nude 
women, cost of production totals 
near $150,000. 

As usual show consists of a suc- 


also 


cession of appearances in ‘one,’ 
often mere padding, followed by 
development in ‘two’ and ‘three,’ 


and climaxing in ‘full,’ followed by 
a blackout, and a repetition of the 
process. Some of the full sets are 
very good, and it is to be regretted 
that they are not displayed long 
enough as compared to the simpler 
sets. Films are used twice in the 
shows, first with considerable suc- 
cess, and also near the end, show- 
ing battle scenes to build up a flag 
finish. Show has no smut. 
Material mostly usable in Amer- 
ica immediately in such shows as 
Fanchon & Marco, includes a 
rainbow ballet, simply done, but 
very graceful, and exceedingly well 
received, and a luminous balloon 
ballet. This is done on the dark 
stage on which stand in invisible 
black costumes about 15 girls, each 
carrying three tiers of a dozen 
small balloons each, The principal 
girl, without balloons, is front stage, 
lighted by a spot, and wanders in 
that balloon forest, which itself is 
lighted by various colored spots. 
Another worthwhile idea is hav- 
ing the girls of one ballet dressed 
in tights up to the belt, their waists 
being encased in an enormous card- 
board man’s face, with dress suit 
and false arms appending, girl’s 
head being hidden by a crop of hair 
protruding over the cardboard head. 
Another good set shows seven huge 
cardboard stage door johnnies 
packing a theatre box, which holds 
the whole stage, and real girls 
dancing on their hands and knees, 
whilst their breath blows their 
skirts around. Also, possible use 
can be made of a set showing an 
enormous drape figuring the train 


of a woman’s dress. A _ gigantic 
arm drops from the ceiling, and 
picks up the train, showing pro- 


portionate shoes and ankles. 

Apart from these, the most suc- 
cessful sets are an extension of the 
trick mirror mermaid scene, giving 
a chance to catch a glimpse of 
many naked girls swimming, and 
another big set showing the Angkor 
Cambogian palace, as popularized 
by the Colonial Exhibition. 

Revue was scheduled for over 70 
scenes, but had to be cut down to 
about 60. Show opens front stage 
with a small crowd round a big 
telescope, and about to study the 
sky, thus leading to the idea of the 
revue—‘Nights of Folly. Raising 





Se Ie gate er We 0 yo ee 


of the second curtain shows the 
night sky, with girls, many of them 


hanging in the air, representing 
| eonstellations, and chorus repre- 


| senting stars. Finally each one ties 
up to her shoulder the fringe of an 
immense cloak, and girls are then 
raised up to the ceiling, cloak itself 
forming a curtain. 

| After a song by Pierre Mingand, 
'and a small introductory scene, the 
next idea is a reminiscence from 
11900 on, beginning with the cele- 
brated Maxim’s restaurant at that 
time, with the women then fashion- 


} 


i 


able, and a specialty dance by 
Moore and Revel. 

| 

| <After a small front stage scene 


permitting a change of sets, and a 
fullstage display showing the in- 
troduction of the modern style in 
| jewelry and dresses, a small sketch 
|shows a honeymoon idea in 1900, 
| with the bride shedding the mul- 
| tiple underwear of the period, cli- 
maxing in her husband joining her 
in bed in a ridiculous nightdress. 

Then comes ‘The Roses of My 
Balcony.’ Loulou Hegoburu sings, 
whilst watering flowers on the 
windowsill of a window cut in the 
back drop. Scrims are dropped 
frontstage, and a motion picture is 
shown, beginning with the girl 
watering the flowers, and a pam 
shot ends in q close up, showing 
the flowers themselves as nude wo- 
men. The scrims are then raised, 
and behind them real nude women 
as flowers are then shown on the 
stage, with the trellis closing up 
behind them as a backdrop. 

This is followed by the one im- 
portant sketch, showing a theatri- 
cal agency, where an agent looking 
like William Nelson Cromwell, tries 
to sell a freak couple a program for 
a private party, using hi. assistant, 
who is Pierre Mingand, to demon- 
strate the acts. The title idea of 
‘Nuits de Folies’ is then taken up, 
beginning with a Louis XV orgy, 
first showing the courtiers and 
court ladies in gorgeous apparel, 
but, contrary to habit, men servants 
stripped. After a nun ballet, women 
of the street are brought in, 
stripped when disrobing, and one 
of the court ladies disrobing her- 
self, leads to a whipping scene. It 
is a most realistic scene, which 
stands every chance of having to 
be toned down. The set, which 
represents the black marble in- 
terior of a French’ palace with a 
nude woman on the banquet table 
like on an altar. 

The sequence is probably the 
most daring ever staged here, and 
in keeping with the perversion in- 
jected in several tableaux. The 
Angkor palace set, and colonial 
nights, ending in a fire display, con- 
cludes the first act. 

Second act opens by comparison 
of sea bathing in 1860 and 1932, 
leading to the trick mirror scene, 
showing the mermaids. This is 
followed by the rainbow scene in 
several tableaux, many mannequins 
participating, besides the choruses. 
Idea is first to show a clear sky, 
then a storm done with a motion 
picture rainfall on the back drop, 
which unrolls continuously from 
left to right like a diorama during 
the whole scene. Girls then slip 
down across stage on a steel to- 
boggan, fringes of their dresses 
representing a rainbow, after which 
a floor dance is done, the most 
graceful part of the whole per- 
formance, with excellent lighting. 

Next sequence is all about sex 
appeal, beginning with a short sar- 
castic lecture by Ed. Castel, repre- 
senting Dr. Freud, permitting the 
introduction of, first, women who 
catch men by charming them, then 
those who hold men by sensuous- 
ness, and finally, those who get men 
by vice. This results in another 
daring scene, showing naked men 
on all fours whipped by nude wo- 
men, who ride them horseback. The 
last scene of the sequence shows 
the result for men—strung up a 
gigantic cobweb filling the back- 
stage, and spider woman triumph- 
ant. 

Last part of the show introduces 
all sorts of staircases, with a gen- 
eral flag wagging theme, beginning 
with what first looks like a false 
finale, followed by a mediaeval 
pageant, the wedding scene in a 
cathedral doorway, and, after a 
rather overlong bit of warlike mov- 
ing picture, Napoleon's coronation, 
ending in a real finale. 

Considering current grossing pos- 
sibilities, producers have certainly 
shown nerve in investing what is 
obviously big money. Mazi. 


SOROCHINSKY FAIR 


Moscow, Jan. 25. 
A new version of the gayest Rus- 
sian opera, Musorgsky’s ‘Sorochin- 
sky Fair,’ was presented to the Mos- 
cow public by the Nemirovich- 
Danchenko Musical Studio. 


Musorgsky, it will be recalled, 
died before he had completed the 
last act of t: is musical rendition 


of a story by Gogol. The opera was 


then completed by Rimski-Korsa- 
kov. It is this joint composition 
which is usually presented in the 
whole world, including Russia. 





Now a young Soviet musician, V. 
Y. Shebalin, tried another ending, 


replacing Rimski-Korsakov's, and 
the musical studio decided to try it 
out. The results are entirely sat- 
isfactory. Th new ending flows 
without break from Musorgsky’s 
music and exhibits some rich vari- 
ations. 

The Gogol story on which the 
opera is based tells of a mother 
who tried to thwart her daughter’s 
love for a young man, being herself 
too fond of young men to accept the 
prospect of becoming a grandma, 
The mother’s illicit loves, the 
daughter’s romantic passion, in- 





volved intrigues provide colorful 
scenes at a Russia: fair, real com- 
edy—which is rare enough in an 
opera—and plenty of diversion. 

Unlike the classic opera, which 
puts its stress on singing and “oes 
not expect acting ability from its 
players, the studios—both Stanis- 
lavsky’s and Nemirovich-Danchen- 
ko’s—put the emphasis on acting. 
The voices by and large are below 
the level of the grand opera at the 
Bolshoi theatre here, but the per- 
formances are as real as in the le- 
gitimate theatre. 

Every scene in the new presenta- 
tion of Muscrgsky’s masterpiece is 
carefully worked out from a the- 
atrical angle and sounds convincing 
despite the music, which is not 
often true of an opera. 

The version was directed by B. A. 
Mordvinov and the sets, which are 
responsible for much of the effec- 
tiveness of the piece, were made 
by N. A. Shifrin. The leading roles 
were sung by L N. Petrov, O. A. 
Rosanova, N. F. Kemarskaya, N. N. 
Kniazev, N. E. Permyakov, N. S. 
Saratovsky, S. M. Ostroumov. 

Rosanova, in the role of the flirta- 
tious mother, was especially bril- 
liant. In the second act she has the 
stage to herself for fully twenty 
minutes and keeps the audience 
with her every one of those min- 
utes. In addition to a first-rate 
voice she has a real gift for comedy. 


TA/ONS. 
(‘The Mortal Kiss’) 

Paris, Jan. 27. 
Play in three acta and five tableaux by 
Louis le Gouriadec, At Renaissance, Paris, 

Jan, 24, 

Madame Desbiens...........Yvonne Mirval 
Desbiens..... TEITTTiTiITi TT iri M. Dorian 
COCTIO. c0c0s ecccceccseccceee Suzette Comte 
Abbe Tessier.....csscosssessFugene Durand 


Doctor Monroy..cecoeese.+-Marcel Bourdel 
LMVOLT cccccves eccccceseesvacques Normand 
Raymond....ecccccccceees.dean Dumontier 





Play is meant as an educational 
against social evil and resulting 
diseases. It is written in the form 
of a meller of a young woman, who, 
until the last minute, refuses to 
give up her love for the man who 
was engaged to her, and prevented 
from marrying her by a doctor, 
who, nevertheless, is unable to save 
him from the horrid consequences 
of an indiscretion. 


Audiences react rather favorably 
to the doctor’s lines advocating 
open propaganda against the dis- 
ease instead of leaving it hidden. 
Written as a meller, the dramatic 
effects get a good many of the au- 
dience sniffing. 


Unsavory anywhere and its pos- 
sibilities rest with local censors. 
Staging is of no special interest. 
Marcel Bourdel as the _ doctor, 
stands out, balance of cast merely 
fair. 


Plays, and also films, of this 
educational trend are locally more 
and more frequent. Mazi. 





NOS VINGT ANS 


(‘When We Were Twenty’) 


Paris, Feb. 3. 
A play in four acts by Edmond Guiraud. 
At the Odeon, Paris. In the cast: France- 
Ellys, Edmond Guiraud, Germaine Rouer. 





Play’s one interest is that the 
Odeon has put up a new and rather 
nice set showing a terrace on a 
beach. Also, once more, it gives 
France-Ellys a chance to prove her- 
self one of the greatest French trag- 
edy actresses. Play’s tempo is slow, 
without any punch. 


Guiraud, who acts the principal 
male part himself, is better as an 
actor than an author. 


Story shows a rich country gen- 
tleman, who lives on his Riviera es- 
tate with his wife and his son—lat- 
ter engaged to a wealthy English 
girl. The country gentleman’s pe- 
culiarity is frequently to lock him- 
self up in a quaintly furnished room, 
to play the piano for hours on end. 
When the mother of the English gir] 
arrives, she turns out to be a former 
little Paris actress, who was the 
country gent’s mistress and whom 
he jilted when his father objected 
to his marrying her, and who mar- 
ried nothing short of the English 
Viceroy of India. 

The quaint furniture the man has 
assembled is that of the room in 
Paris where they sheltered their 
love. Despite the years gone by, the 
old flame burns again, but before 
they elope the man’s wife breaks in, 
resulting in the English lady chang- 
ing her mind. Man is so sorry he 
could kill himself, but instead he 
merely shuts his piano with a bang. 

Last act takes place many years 
later, with everybody older and 
wiser, and happy that nothing hap- 





pened at the time, Mazi. 





FEAR 


Moscow, Jan. 30. 


The sensation of Moscow’s the- 
atrical year is unquestionably the 
play ‘Fear’ recently put on by the 
Moscow Art Theatre. Despite the 
fact that the censors have per- 





formed considerable operations on 
the piece, it still retains a good| 
deal that is politically questionable | 
and the Soviet citizenry rushes to} 
see anything that is politically off- 
color. Tickets are sold out for more 
than a month in advance, the feel-| 
ing being general that the life of} 
the play in its present form, at/| 
least—may be abbreviated. 
Certainly the tall gangly straw-/} 
haired young man who wrote the| 
thing, A. N. Afinogenyev, did not} 
intend any reflections on the Soviet} 
status-quo. He is a pro!tetarian| 
writer and proud of it—his previous 
dramatic success, ‘Chudak’ (‘The 
Eccentric’), at the Second Moscow 
Art, proved it. ‘Fear,’ too, is stud-}| 
ded with Communist declamations. 
3ut he is an artist to his fingertips. 
Try as he will, the old-world types 
whom he portrays fail to inspire 
the loathing and hatred which they 
ought to. They live on the stage 
too realistically. They arouse sym- 
pathy in the audience and convey 
not only a sense of their pathos but 
even stir serious doubts as to the | 
justice and essential wisdom of the 
harsh attitude towards them, 
There is, for example, Nikolai 
Tsekhov, whose father was a prose- 
cutor under the old regime and 
whose mother was of even more} 
shameful origin: the daughter of an| 
admiral, After the revolution young | 
Tsekhov hid his name and his an- 
cestry. He passed himself off as the | 
son of a worker, thereby smuggled | 
himself into the trade-union and| 
worked for three years in a factory. 





He even joined the Communist} 
Party where he has been for five 
. { 
years, not only undetected, but 
constantly promoted to better of- | 
ficial jobs. 
This Tsekhov is hardly an at- 
tractive person. He is a careerist| 


always on the lookout for number] 
one. But it Is not his careerism | 
which upsets his official applecart. | 
It is the fact that the admiral’s| 
daughter, his mother, whom he 
thought dead, turns up at the wrong 
moment and through her his iden- 
tity is disclosed. The scene in 
which Tsekhov realizes that his 
secret is known is the most power- 
ful in the whole play. His ‘crime’— 
that he had picked the wrong kind 
of parents and hid it in the tense 
struggle for survival—has been dis- 
covered, he thinks, and life is over. 
He is like a murderer trapped; 
his ten-year old daughter, who has 
overheard his dread secret, also 
goes into hysterics. She is not too 
young to understand that she also 
will have to fight against this taint 
of ‘bad’ aristocratic blood. The 
uselessness and the horror of this 
punishment unto the last genera- 
tion, in the fifteenth year of the 
revolution, could hardly have been 
more strongly demonstrated. 

Both Tsekhov and his mother are 
tragic figures, though the dramatist 
and the director tried to make one of 
them villanous and the other ridicu- 
lous. And the central character of 
the play, the old-fashioned Pro- 
fessor Borodin, also gathers a lot 
of the audience’s sympathy as the 
four acts unfold. It happens that 
the Moscow Art Troupe is most 
effective in pre-revolutionary roles, 
which naturally helps to take the 
edge off these anti-Soviet char- 
acters. 

‘Fear’ takes its title from this 
Prof. Borodin’s theory that all life 
is vitiated by fear—eliminate that 
one emotion and the world’s trou- 
bles will be over. He has devoted 
years to experiments with rabbits 
to prove his theory and is ready to 
present it to the world, although it 
is certain to be called counter- 
revolutionary. 

The people around him are apt 
examples of his theory. There are 
Tsekhov scared that his terrible 
parentage will be discovered, Com- 
munists afraid that their loyalty to 
the correct political line will be 
doubted, technicians and scientists 
frightened that they will be sus- 
pected of sabotage, ete. The scien- 
tific institute which Prof. Borodin 
heads is a hotbed of intrigue. <A 
Communist girl—Tsekhov’s wife— 
is practically given the run of the 
institute although she as yet knows 
nothing of science. A loyal pro- 
fessor is kicked out by anti-Soviet 
plotters. The drama is well con- 
structed and too complicated to be 
recounted in full. 

Prof. Borodin delivers his lecture. | 
It is a moving speech he makes, | 
proving that Russia today is living 
through an epoch of fear. There is| 
plenty in the everyday life around | 
him to justify his thesis. He shows 
that the milk-woman is scared of 
losing her cow, the peasant of los- 
ing his land, the scientist his free- 
dom, the Communist his job. When| 
his lecture is over a large part of 
the audience in the theatre has a} 
distinct urge io applaud. But it is! 
afraid to do so. Not a hand-clap. | 

His lecture is answered by a Com-| 
munist woman. She argues that} 
fear is no Bolshevik invention. It! 
is felt only by the enemies of the| 
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rest because it is afraid to attract 


attention by not applauding. 

‘Fear’ is too good to remain long 
hidden, Foreign production wij 
doubtless overtake it eventually, 
perhaps to the author’s embarrass. 
ment. In many a scene the same 
substance which is now given a 
Bolshevik accent can be played with 
the accent on the other side. Jt 
has presented phases of the revo. 
lution so honestly that even their 
seamy sides are visible. 

The piece was directed by I, Y 
Sudakoyv. The professor is played 
by L. M. Leonidov which, of course, 


means that it was played by one 
of the half dozen leading actors 
today. Tsekhov is well done by B 


G. Dobronranoyv. Like practically 


everything Stanislavsky’s theatre 
does, the acting and general pro- 
duction are almost flawless. 

Lyong, 


LES TRICHEURS 
(‘The Cheats’) 


Paris, Jan. 29, 
A play in three acts by Steve Passeu, 


Presented by Charles Dullin. At the Atee 
lier, Jan. 28. 

MED cc dcgcenevnes theese Yolande Laffon 
WA SPUMOITIE 6 66006660 0000ss 6eccve M. Vital 
SPONDS 0 4.05 6006.500040004cc0000M, Dalio 
Mme. Vinery....... Mme, Gabirelle Fontan 
PNT. 465 066660460064 040666 M. D'Orval 
Theres@ ceccee eecce -++see5uZanne Rousset 
of, PP PePeery Trree Mile. Cecile H« ind 


Play was very well received at the 
opening and looks like a big bet for 
Germanic and Slavic adaptations, 


Its chances appear smaller for 
Anglo-Saxon countries. 

Though there are three main 
parts—two men and a woman—in 


the play, it is really a one-man 
show. It is a character analvsis of 
a man with an inferiority complex, 
which causes him to take more 
pleasure in making a woman believe 
he is in love with her than in pos- 
sessing her. Steve Passeur kag 


elected to locate that character ina 


Jew. He makes the sensuous woman 
a Roman Catholic, and the other 
man who wants to marry her a 
Protestant, as though attempting to 


| Classify sensuality according to re- 


ligion. <As is, play is from the first 
act an analysis of a physical case, 
but without a conclusion, resulting 
in the second and third acts being 
somewhat ancillary to the first. 

Play is nicely done, but staging 
is exceedingly simple, taking place 
first on a terrace,in a scantilly fur- 
nished room, and finally in a hotel 
drawingroom. 

Story opens with the sensuous 
woman refusing a proposal from a 
lover, explaining that she prefers a 
mere affair, without giving up her 
freedom. This is interrupted by the 
rather repellant Jewish character, 
who, by sheer force of the pas- 
sionate expression of his love, 
breaks down the resistance of the 
woman, who first disliked him, and 
finally fascinates her to the extent 
of her running away with him, 
They are next seen living together— 
she acting practically like his slave, 
but he refusing himself to her love, 
and arranging for the man she first 
turned down to reappear and recone 
quer her, when he feels his resiste 
ance is breaking down. The final 
scene finds him bursting in on the 
amorous couple, and telling the 
woman that his not taking her was 
the supreme proof of his love, after 
which he disappears altogether. 

The principal role is magnificently 
acted by Dalio, whose maiden ap- 
pearance it is on a big stage, but 
who has had considerable acting 
experience in small cabaret revues. 
He is quite convincing, the only 
trouble with his part being that it 
is continuous high tension, without 
any relief. He is exceedingly -well 
supported by Yolande Laffon, 
equally convincing as the woman, 


other side of the triangle being 
fairly done by Vital. Balance mere 
support. Mavi. 


HECTOR 


Paris, Feb. 1. 
A three-act play by Henry Decoin. 
Presented by Joe Zelli and Charles x 
Gordon. At the Apollo, Paris, January «°. 


BOGOF vcccccvccesccccccoecscse Escande 
I ccceiichgeuseedasssiess eee eee 
Old Man Latronche.........++++-C. Corney 
BGI co icc ccqctcceeeseesss R. Coutant 
re daceeocecces ete tate 
First Destitute...ccccccccsserserss Favieres 
eee seecsecceecesesBlanche Montel 
THO CORNER. ccccccccecrccsenecoses S. Dulac 


This smash is the maiden stage 
effort of Henry Decoin, who writes 
dialog for Osso_ Films. Like 
‘Mademoiselle,’ it demonstrates how 
much writing for films instills peP 
into playwrights’ work. Play was 
first produced by the private com- 
pany of the Escholiers, and im- 
mediately transferred to the Apollo. 

There is a love story of an im- 
poverished war veteran for a rich 
girl, but the love element is only 
secondary to what really makes the 
play, that is, the expression of the 


fact, first that finer feelings dont 
grow on an empty stomach, and 
that the time is past when war 
heroes are remembered as such. 
This is mostly expressed in prac- 


tically a monolog by the hero (hus- 
whose fine acting lis the 
audience, 

Play opens on Christmas Eve 
the inside lobby of a theatre, where 
one of the box oflice men recognizt 
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cause. Against them, she shouts./among the patrons a Salvation 
we must use it to the limit. Aj Army girl he sees every mornitls 


large part of the audience applauds! leaving her house early. 
the, and iail in love. 
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= 
ank clerk during the day, and 
works in a theatre at night, but 
etends to be rich, An old friend 
Pr his tells the girl the man's real 
ee, She is disappointed at 
his deceit, and turns him down cold. 
In a long monolog, which sums up 
the grievances of all former war 
neroes Who are now practically 
destitute, he ventilates his own 
feelings, and finally wins the girl. 
The first act, which takes place 
in the lobby of the theatre might 
pe pruned. Second act is exceed- 
cleverly staged, showing the 
vir] presiding the Army meeting, 
many of the lines expressing the 
poor people’s contention that finer 
don’t grow on an empty 


js a b 


ingly 


feelings 
stomach. 

Play takes place entirely between 
Escande, who gives an excellent 
rendition of the part ol Hector, ana 
Blanche Montel, equally good in the 


part of Claire. Balance is very 
vo0d support, including Esther 
P 


Kiss, picture actress, Who has taken 
a stage part to enhance her talker 
value. Mazi, 


AU DELA DU BAISER 


(Beyond the Kiss) 
Paris, Feb. 4. 

Play in three acts by Claude Dazil. Pre- 
sented by Rodolphe Darzens. At the The- 
atre des Arts, Paris. 
Gullmant....cecscccrccccsccevves Capellani 
George . ees eeereere st eosues Fouche 
R. GuilmMant. .ccccescessccccsves G. Prieur 
PP. JOuglaS..ccccccseccccseecccesens J. Thann 
A SOPrvaNnt...ccrcesececeeces cess Cognet 
H. Guilmant..e-.ceseeeee eecccseccoh Mery 
G. Fontes... cccceccscccccsccess -B. Toutain 
Eve Maurel..ccccesccoeeees+-1da Goubrine 
OS TEE Ce rer SOOCRccedsdecese M. Noel 
Author, who is a distinguished 


woman scientist, is a 
a sideline. 

She was. successful with “Tu 
M’aimeras’ and two years ago her 
‘Youth’s God’ was done. Advance 
publicity had led the audience to 
believe that the new play was more 
daring than anything produced yet, 
and for two acts, especially the first, 
the public was misled into antici- 
pating a sadistic description of vice. 

This was entirely nullified in a 
very commonplace third act, show- 


playwright as 


ing a wife’s return to comfort her 
husband, himself jilted by a tem- 
porary flame. Author has sensed 


but not exploited the _ posisbility, 
when a2 woman of the streets and 
the gigolo she associates with, vio- 
lently voice their disgust at the so- 
called goodly rich who keep them. 

Show starts promisingly with the 
middle aged wife of a wealthy poet 
going to a procuress, and meeting a 
young girl who lives with a penni- 
less painter. Procuress herself 
keeps a gigolo. Developments show 
that what the woman is in the mar- 
ket for is a youthful source of in- 
spiration for her husband who is 
getting stale, and she gets him the 
girl, who, later, proves a real gold 
digger, gets the man in deep money 
and mental trouble, which he tries 
to alleviate by resorting to drugs, 
and finally elopes with the gigo- 
lo. The wife then attempts to save 
her husband by sacrificing her las! 
money, but when she perceives that 
he will sink lower and lower, and 
is about to try and hunt the girl 
who caused his downfall, she saves 
him that trouble by shooting him 
dead. 

Production is very simple, but the 
play is nicely acted by A. Mery as 
the wife, and Blanhe Toutain as the 
Procuress. Ida Goubrine, as_ the 
gold digger, shows much _ stage 
promise. Andre Fouche, as the gig, 
and Capellani, as the husband, are 
Satisfactory. Acting is the trump 
In the play. Mavi. 

ANATOLE 
Paris, Feb. 6. 

A play in five tableaux by Arthur Schintz- 
ler. Adapted from the German by Maurice 
Remon, M. Vaucaire, and Suzanne Clauser 
With a prologue (Hugo von Hofmanns- 
thal). At the Avenue. Cast: Louis Ray- 


mond, Alfred Penat, Yvette Andreyor, Dag- 
Mar Gerard, Irene Hupka and Vera Sher- 
bane, 
nicely received. 
sketches shows Anatole going 
through many love affairs, and 
finally getting married, despite his 
complex against it. Play is very 
uneven, but amusing at times, es- 
pecially the fourth sketch, showing 
the actress, for whom Anatole goes 
to much trouble and expense, tell- 
ine him that she loves an impecu- 
hius professional, and he counter- 
ing by telling her that he also has 


found a woman to love him for him- 
Self. 


Play Series of 


Staging of no special interest, and 
acting rather weak, except for Mlle. 
Dagmar Gerard and Yvette An- 
dreyer, Mazi. 


SONATA PATHETIQUE 


Moscow, Jan. 25. 
Outstanding offering of Russian 
theatre so far this season (with the 
exception of ‘Fear,’ which will be 
reviewed in a later issue) is ‘Sonata 
Pathetique,’ written by the young 
Ukrainian playwright Nikolai Ku- 
lish and produced by A. Tairov in 
his Kamerny theatre. It is the only 
play of the season, moreover, which 
is likely to win production abroad. 


prostitute Zinka, played by F. 
Ranevskaya, rather swiped the show 
from her. The nationalist school 
teacher was portrayed brilliantly by 
S. Tzenin and N. Chapligin, as the 
crippled veteran also did a fine job. 
The poet, played by V. Ganshin, was 
given so much useless talk that it 
spoiled his part. Lyons. 


FLAMES 


Prague, Feb. 2. 








which serves for all four acts shows 
the house with its front wall re- 
moved, its cellar, the street in front. 
The spot-light picks out one room, 


trigues which they hold. It is, in 
fact, as much a play of light as of 
words, with something distinctly 


cinematic about it. The technique, 
of course, is familiar enough to New 
York through such things as ‘Grand 


vincing. The story is melodramatic 
—the sound of rifle fire and revolver 


The play takes its name from the 
fact that one of the principal char- 
acters, a middle-class intellectual 
young woman named Marina, end- 
lessly plays Beethoven’s ‘Sonata 


Pathetique.’ It serves to express 


pathetic and in her way heroic Zin- 


ditties, her tears—and the part she 
plays in the unfolding of the cen- 
tral plot—provide a role for which 
actresses pray. Then there is the 
proletarian family down in the cel- 
lar, the man minus his legs as a 
result of the war; and the stalwart 
Bolshevist, a friend of the poet who 
he tries to shake out of his lovelorn 
stupor; and the comical, but lov- 
able, school teacher, a Ukrainian 
nationalist; a Tsarist general and 


olution has its being. Whether they 
wish it or not, the storm sweeps 
them out of their life’s moorings— 
they must take sides and fight and 
plot and die. Revolutionary reali- 
ties in the end put a revolver into 
the hand of the poet and he shoots 


symbolizing his love, rings through 


his mind so that the audience can 
hear it. 
If. as is likely, this play gets 


transported abroad, fully a quarter 
of the verbiage will doubtless be 
clipped off. In its present form the 
drama is clogged again and again 
by soliloquies and truly Russian ar- 
guments. sut the essential mate- 
rial is effective and well organized. 
It gives one the feel of the revolu- 


tion. Here many of the critics have 
jumped on it as too ‘literary and 
too sentimental—the criticism may 


be justified so far asa Russian au- 
dience is concerned. Outside of 


Russia it will be just this senti- 
mental literary quality which will 
put it over and make its melo- 
drama convincing. 


Tairov as usual did a magnificent 
job on the production. His wife, A 
Koonan, played the principal fem- 
inine role of Marina, aithough the 





a 


written by the Czech composer, K. 
J. Benes, who presents Don Juan in 
various situations. 

Don Juan is pictured as a gay 
cavalier appearing in modern even- 


then another, shifts to the cel-|ing dress and ‘Death,’ the woman 
lar, to the sidewalk, disclosing | Anna, the other persons in the 
the loves and hates and in- | classical Don Juan being left out. 


Ten stirring pictures are present- 
ed, accompanied by the composer's 
engaging music, filled with classical 
motives, mixed up with the tones of 
castanets, triangles, tambourines, 
drums, xylophones. Typical jazz 


Hotel’ and ‘Five Star Final,’ only | Music is heard as contrapoint of a 

in this Russian play the spotlight | midnight mass, sung in Gregorian 

method is used even more exten- | Style. Also during the carnival 

sively. night an American jazz band plays 
: ' : , ; lively tunes, Heyn. 

The skill of the dramatist is re- . ek y 

vealed in the way in which he has 

bound up all his isolated charac- 

ters, each in his or her own room, in BIFUR 

a story that is both strong and con- Paris, Feb. 4. 


Play ir 


thored by 


three 


acts and a prologue. 
Simon Gantillon, 


Au 
Presented by 


shots is frequent enough — but] aston Baty, at the Montparnasse. 
: . ae FOMNCK cocccccsccccccccsocceed Allain-Durthal 
g less Cc -e Cte Oo! - 
nothing less could 7 "ai 4 : SrOMl | tnabelles....20. eececeees Jacqueline Leclerc 
a play that has its be ing in ORS aR oo on cance eek Georges Vitray 
midst of a bloody revolution. QUEEN. ...sccece.-.++5e.. Marguerite Jamois 


And others 


Arthur Hopkins holds the Broad- 
way rights to this play. Its money 
possibilities here appear very limit- 
ed, theme drawing the strictly arty- 


everything for her: joy and sorrow, partly sandwich and partly Rolls 
hope and despair. There is an ideal- Royce. : 
istic poet on the floor above through Play has a somewhat Pirandellish 
whose eyes the drama is visualized flavor, due partly to the atmos- 
more or less: ko is his name and] phere of unreality of the reincar- 
his love for Marina seems to him ]| nation theme, and partly to Gaston 
greater than all revolutions. In the Baty’s clever staging, which con- 
end, after romantic emotion has be- tribute to unsettle the nerves of 
trayed him into an act of treachery, the audience, _thus permitting the 
he realizes that revolution is no | temporary make-believe of an oth- 
proper time for private romance. _ impossible story. 

Next door to the poet lives the Play shows a girl who had an 


affair with a great, but fickle pian- 
who tinally succeeds in 


ka, a weary, faded prostitute who ist, : ; marry - 
loves the poet Her clients, her |i 2s him, and is so overjoyed that 


she dies on her wedding day. Her 
supernatural love is so strong that, 
when she dies to this world, her 
love brings back to life a girl very 
similar to her who was at that 
moment dying at the other end of 
France. This other girl, after her 
death, and through a kind of sec- 
ond-sight dream and the help of a 
seer, the pianist succeeds in locat- 
ing, and eventually he marries her. 
Second girl, by a kind of transub- 
stantiation of the first girl’s soul 


is half-idiotic son; icers, work- |. : sont 
his a ager singe _— , in a perfectly similar body, prac- 
woe, Saeet a ppt < a the rev- | tically continues as the dead girl. 
Through these char Whole theme is that of one soul 


transferred from one body to an- 
other. 

Prolog, and entirely extraneous to 
it, though probably meant to show 
the fickleness of the pianjst, in a 
bedroom scene when he jilts one of 
his former mistresses. This is en- 


the woman whom he loved because tirely different from the rest of 
she has betrayed the proletarian the play, and is exceedingly well 
cause; shoots her as her Sonata, This is 


done by Jacqueline Leclerc. 
in perfect contrast with Marguerite 
Jamois, who does the double part of 
the first girl and the girl she is re- 
incarnated in, in a slow declamatory 
manner in keeping with the un- 
convineingness of the theme. The 
pianist is played by Allain-Durthal 
in an equally slow and tragic tempo. 
The other parts are a painter, wh 
acts as confidant to the pianist, and 
some episodic characters, who are 
little more than extras who are used 
as allegories, and sometimes in an 








Despite its powerful pro-Soviet ; 
feeling and purpose, it is so well Flames, a mode rn Don Juan 
constructed and theatrically so con- | OPCT@ with jazz themes, by the 
vincing that it will be acceptable | Prague compose! and pianist, Erwin 
Sehwy ) "e,( , » . 
to non-Soviet audiences | * hulnor, who r ently announce d | 
’ t Patl . , the | the establishment of a jazz conserv- 
‘ponata atnetique views 1e | itor in the Czechos'ovak < : 
. } ry l i A Siovak capital, 
> ec} oO ; ‘©. ; . = ~ + M 7 : 
Russian revolution from a limite d |saw its premiere at the National 
but revealing angle. An old four- | theatre in Brno, Moravia. 
story house in a provincial Ukrain- Gs : +h cs 
' ‘ era] f the n¢ : ‘veal ft > 
ian town is sliced from top to bot- ] pees. we — MOLES Foven: he 
t I ‘esent 1 cre ection { | hand of a skillful jazz composer and 
) yrese ¢ SS-se oO : 
ha lit if it inhabitant at mi ee who combines old 
1e ce oO 5 iaAavDILTANLS « e 4 : 
and new music. 
whe 7 the a ry a rhe libretto of the new opera is 
1e@ Slicing’ 18 iteral: e one se 
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CONCERTS 


(Continued from page 68) 


a stage picture in a Spanish outfit 


of flame taffeta with bands of same} 
color velvet, black lace mantilla, 
with a fetching rose at ear of red, 
red fan and same shade of pumps. 

In a bouftant of white taffeta 
splashed with pink roses over which 
was seen a nile green taffeta scarf 
ind on t ad \ pe j O- 
quettish French hat with a band of 
pink buds, she did jus ‘ o her 
interpretative art. 

Oscar Stra Ss rhe Chocolate 
Soldier’ is being sung for a week 
at the Heckscher theatre by the] 
Little Theatre Opera company. Miss] 
Alice Atkins rejoined the cast as 


Mascha, a role in which she 


scores. 





Mme. Adler’s Cycle 
Mme. Estelle Blumftie!d Adler, who 
has sung on the concert stage and 
operettas frequently, appeared in a 
recital at the studio of Mme. Esther 


Pritchard. She sang a group of 
songs which brought out the rich 


quality and 
meZzo-soprano 


tone ol a 
voice. ‘To You,’ by 
Strauss; ‘Homing,’ by Del Rigo, and 
‘Still Wie de Nacht,’ Bohm’s, regis- 
tered with a large audience. 
Verdi's ‘Simon Boccanegra’ was 
repeated at an evening performance 
at the Met. to a full house. The 
sumptuous settings done by Urban 
are always greeted with applause 
at each parting of the golden cur- 
tain. The leading singers, same as 
at previous Mmes. 
Mueller and Messrs. 
Tibbet, Pinza, Fri- 


gerio. 


performances, 
3esuner and 


Martinelli and 


well trained | 


} 


| 
| 


—- 


| 
upon by many as her master work, 


pone in excellent voice. This role 
brings out the appeal and beauty 
of her tones and in the Prayer song, 
she made Wagner's music, sing with 
| gentle tenderness and melody. 
Lauritz Melchior’s ‘Thanhauser’ ful- 
filled the meaning and moods of the 
music and Friederich 
glorious voice in the 





Schorr’s 
‘Evening Star’ 


aria, was rendered in compelling 
style. 
Engagements 
Eleans Powell, Marjorie Logan, 
‘Hot ¢ " 
Rose Taple Vy Zoom bie.’ 


Isabel Dean, ‘Wise Girl.’ 
Rachel Hartzell, Joh ‘ Sal 
Perry Jack Frost, Wm. Lawson, 
Dorothy Lee, ‘Bridal Wise.’ 

Reginald Owen, Douglas 
brille, ‘Child of Manhattan.’ 

O. P. Heggie, lead ‘The Play’s the 
Thing.’ Others include Flora Shef- 
field, Gavin Muir, Patricia Calvert, 
Clare St. Claire, Vernon Er- 
nest Lawford, Richie and 


} 


Litel, Sarah 


Dum- 


Kelso, 
Lang 








Molly Pearson. 

Beppe De Fries, Donald Brian, 
‘Merry Widow.’ 

Jane Saville, Isobel Jones, Elfrida 
Derwent, Mari McQuaide, Genevieve 
Belasco, Eugene Weber, Lionel Ince, 
Frank I. Frayne, Starr Jones, Pen- 
nington Young, ‘Near to the Stars.’ 

Peg Entwistle, ‘Alice Sit by the 
Fire.’ 

Cast Changes 

Katherine Hepburn for Joan 


Dixon, ‘Warrior’s Husband.’ 
Myra Hampton for Mary Kennedy 
in ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ 








He did several 





| 

Rosa Ponselle, for her Sunday | 
night appearance in concert at the | 
Met., wore a@ dazzling gown, which | 


suited her type to perfection—black 
taffeta skirt, to ground, camisole 
effect in points of black velvet for 
waist, with shadow straps, and a 
huge bunch of white gardenias 
trailing from waistline—black, long 
gloves, pumps, and the 
shade of her complexion. 


stockings 


Alton Jones, 
audience at 
selected program. 
and technique 
promising. 


pianist, won his 
Hall with a well 
His musicianship 
and 


Town 


are good 


‘Thanhauser’ at 
inee 


the special mat- 
performance of the Wagner 
Cycle, had the entire house sold in 
advance. A well baiancea cast did 
justice to the performance Maria 








Jeritza, singing Elizabeth, looked 
unsuccessful attempt at comedy re- 
lief, 


Gaston Baty, in staging the play, 
has given a free rein to his practice 
of using drapes instead of solid sets, 
and has scored. Show is supposed 
to be in three acts, but is divided 
into many tableaux with blackouts, 


permitting changes of drapes in 
‘full,’ whilst small scenes are done 
in front of a curtain in ‘one.’ These 


are done by some of the minor char- 
acters, and are purely explanatory. 
One decidedly Pirandellish scene 
takes place when the pianist and 
the girl who reincarnates his love 
are backstage in a subdued light— 
the whole house as well as front 
stage being entirely in the dark. The 
allegorical characters, using steps 
on the side of the proscenium, 
climb front stage from the dark au- 
ditorium, and while silhouetted in 
dark against the lighted backstage, 
each says a few appropriate lines. 
This is the distinctive piece of stag- 
ing in the play. 
Might make a weird film. Masi. 


he is! 


| 
| 
} 
' 
} 
| 
| 
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things to make big 
Money quickly! 


Ist—He invested in stocks that 
were wiped out. 

2nd—He invested in Building and 
Loan that did not turn out 
as anticipated. 

3rd—He bought up a lot of Real 
Estate that would not move. 


BUT 


THE MAN that took advantage of 
the best and soundest the Country 
had to offer invested his money in 


an Annunity is sitting pretty, and 
laughing at the “get rich quick,” 


For further information, see 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 
Murray Hill 2-7838-9 
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VERONICA CHARLES 


BLYTHE & SCHNEIDER 
INC, 
THEATRICAL COSTUMES 


151 West 46th St., New York 
Bryant 9-3913 











.WANTED 


250 girls at once, to act as Dance 

Partners. Apply after 2 P. M. Can 

earn from $25 to $50 weekly. 
BLUE BIRD BALLROOM 


42a Street and Broadway, New York 

















Hotel Astor, New York 











Personal Mgr —JOHN HYDE, WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


—TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


| 
| 1530 FORMOSA AVE., HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
| 
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BERNHARD LOHMULLER PRODUCTIONS, Inc. 

Suite 1107—1650 Broadway, at 51st Street, New York 

Bernhard Lohmuller, having terminated an association of 8 years with Mr. Earl Carroll, is 

now in position as free lance director to stage your play. 

His vast experience and recognition as casting, art, and technical director, enables him to 

handle legitimate, vaudeville, fashion shows, and everything pertaining to pageantry. 

Phone CiIRcle 7-4458 

\+ + 
: + 
. + 














ote eer + Fi 


AMINA, 





big Des NGRM 


i CTO ys rent mre 


¥ 
4 








72 VARIETY 


PaTERATS 


Pe; 


nal, 


Tuesday, February 16, 1939 








— 


Winchell Locked Out 


Saturday Walter Winchell was 
barred from the Daily ‘Mirror’ of- 
fices and same editorial order went 
too for Ruth Cambridge, his secre- 
tary. It was the result of the most 
recent clash between the executive 
heads of the tab and the columnist 
who threatened suit on the grounds 
that the new Sunday column was 
a copy of Winchell’s style. 

A. C. Kobler, publisher 
*Mirror,’ received notice of 
tention from Arthur Driscoll, at- 
torney for Winchell. The barring 
appears to followed a confat 
between the tab’s 
presumably decided that 


of the 


that in- 


have 


attorneys wh 


would no: 


break Winchell’s contract. Latter 
is noting any chance for a breach, 
having received an offer from the 
‘News.’ 

Lee Mortimer who attracted at- 
tention with his gossip column in 
the New York ‘Sunday Mirror’ is 
out after five weeks, because of 


legal threats by attorneys for Wal- 
ter Winchell, who refused to write 
the Sunday column, claiming It 
would break his contract. Mor- 
timer’s column last week made sev- 
eral references to Winchell, one line 
referring to him as the fellow ‘who 
cluttered up the air waves.’ 

The thing that riled Winchell, 
however, appears to be a veiled ref- 
erence to ‘an aspirinated columnist,’ 
which however first appeared in 
Emile Gauvereau’s column, also in 
the ‘Mirror,’ which he edits. 

Paul Yawitz, who has been writ- 
ing feature stories for several tabs, 
took over the Sunday column in 
the ‘Mirror.’ Mortimer, under con- 
tract for six months has been put 
on assignment Broadway reporting. 


‘Another Odd Book’ 


Few book titles are as completely 
explanatory as the caption of the 
latest compilation of stories from 
the writings of O. O. McIntyre. It 
is another odd book to add to the 
series, but not ‘just another’ odd 
book. These cloth covered reprints 
of the original newspaper and mag- 
azine stuff is gotten out for two 
sorts of readers; those who have 
read it before and want to re-read, 
and those who have not yet had that 
pleasure. 


It is all in his simple, intimate 
style, with its odd angles of viewing 
life and an »%ecasional flash of gen- 
uine inspiration as wher he de- 
scribes a New York firs* night au- 
dience as the best dressed and 
worst mannered mob in the world, 
or when he describes broadcasting 
as ‘talking into a knothole.’ 


McIntyre never seems to grope 
for effect, never punctuates a given 
number of words with a flashy sen- 
tence. It just crops out in his 
writing as it does in his speech, and 
therein lies his chief charm as col- 
umnist and author. He’s natural in 
these days of wisecracking column- 
ists. 

Published by Cosmopolitan. 





Pushing ‘Gazette’ 


Creditors are pushing the ancient 
‘Police Gazette.’ 


As a matter of fact, the ‘Gazette,’ 
which has been published for about 
58 years, received a death blow 
nearly 30 years ago. Under the pi- 
lotage of Richard K. Fox, who is 
reputed to have given away some- 
thing like $1,000,000 in champion- 
ehip cups, belts and medals, the 
‘Gazette’ was the acknowle@ged or- 
gan of the sports world. It also 
adorned with crude but vivid 
woodcuts of the latest crimes and 
happenings, in which by no chance 
was a woman’s skirt ever drawn as 
falling below the knee. 


Fox clung to woodcuts long after 
halftone became generally used by 
other picture papers, and before he 
realized it Blakely Hall’s ‘Stand- 
ard’ had cut into the ‘Gazette's’ cir- 
culation to the point of danger, 
while the daily papers, giving more 
and more space to sports, edged him 
out on that angle. The lost ground 
never recovered, though the 
paper has exhibited remarkable vi- 
tality. 


was 





Real Names of Authors 

Cecil Strange, author of ‘Free 
Lady,’ and Sam Ornitz and Lester 
Cohen, the fakers! Not Ben Hecht 
and Charles MacArthur, as reperted 
elsewhere. Neil Bell, ‘Life and An- 
drew Otway,’ is Stephen Seuthwold. 
John Rhode, ‘The Fire at Greycombe 
Farm,’ is Cecil J. C. Street. Storm 
Jameson, That Was Yesterday. 
Mrs. Guy Chapman. Claude Hough- 


is 








Best sellers for week ending February 6 as reported by the 
American News Company, Inc., and branches: 
Fiction 
1. Loads of Love ($2.50) TOIT Te Trier Tre Parrish 
2. Silver Bride (32.60) <cccccoccsccccccccccccscccccscsemtnel M, Dell 
8. Mary’s Neck ($2.50) ...cccccccveccccccccosestssmooth Tarkington 
4. Mr. and Mrs. Pennington ($2.50) ...........Francis Brett Young 
5. Harbourmaster ($2.50) ...ccossccccccccccescceecss William McFee 
6. Summer's Night ($2.50) .......... ccccccescseessnyivia Thompson 
Non-Fiction 
1. Only Yesterday ($3.00) ..ccccccccers cocccceee- Frederick L. Allen 
Ss. Epic of America ($3.75) cscscicces eecsennos ve John Truslow Adams 
3. Inside Story of the Harding Tragedy ($3.50) 
Harry M. Daugherty and Thomas Dixon 
4. A Fortune to Share ($1.60) ccrceccccccccccccesececes Vash Young 
5. Story of My Life ($3.50) ........... occecceceesClarence Darrow 
6. Washington Merry-Go-Round ($3.00). 








Thyra Winslow’s ‘Pie’ 

Thyra Samter Winslow has addcd 
another book to her series of short 
sketches of life which not so 
much stories as studies of character 
and environment with their rela- 
tion to each other. Plot is subordi- 
nated to the realities of life, but 
incident becomes plot through the 
forcefulness with which she brings 
the scenes to her readers. The vol- 
ume, which carries the title of 
‘Blueberry Pie’ from one of the con- 
tributions, contains 14 diversfied 
tales of life in many phases of 
which one of the best the first, 
which tells of a vaudeville actor 
who feels that he can do better as 
a single only to find that double 
harness works best both off and on. 


There is capital study of a 
picture star, ‘Just a Sweet Girl,’ 
that seems aimed at no one in par- 
ticular, but which might hit many 
of the stellar lights, anda third the- 
atrical story of a girl ‘Born in a 
Prop Trunk. The author is happy 
in her ability to make her settings 
seem absolutely real, and there is 
sufficient diversity to her heroines 
to offer every reader a type by 
which he may judge the accuracy 
of the other developments. She of- 
fers real people in convincing ac- 
tions with a fidelity not often en- 
countered. Book is published by 
Alfred A. Knopf. 


are 


is 


a 


Book Shelf Mag. 

New idea of W. M. Clayton, the 
pulp mag publisher, is a quarterly 
mag, each issue containing but a 
single novel-length detective tale. 
Called ‘The Detective Library,’ and 
selling for two bits. 

Although bound in paper and 
pages of pulp, the mag is gotten up 
in book form, with the story’s title 
and author on the fold rather than 
the name of the mag. Intended thus 
for bookcase display. 

First of the seri:s is ‘The Bleed- 
ing Sapphire,’ by J. Werner Phelps 
Regular detective rovel, and at two 
bits a bargain for the detective 
story nuts. 


Sino-Jap Topical 

Sino-Japanese dispute makes any 
new book on either country valu- 
able now, hence Ray Henkle will 
send off ‘The Mother’ to a big start. 
It’s an account of Japanese life by 
a native of that country, Yusuke 
Tsurumi, and Henkle will throw a 
tea for the author tomorrow 
(Wednesday) a few days in advance 
of the book’s publication. 

‘The Good Earth,’ a story laid in 
China, has been a consistent best- 
seller since its publication, and 
Henkle believes he can do as well 
by its Japanese counterpart. 





Wet Propaganda 

Throwaway in the form and size 
of a standard newspaper and what 
appears at first glance to be named 
‘Herald Times’ exciting those who 
don’t go over it thoroughly. Really 
done by a Philadelphia onti-prohi- 
bition organization calling itself the 
Republicans Citizens’ Committee 
and headed by one Raymond Pit- 
cairn, but for the most part looks 
serious enough. 

Close inspection proves the name 
of the throwaway to really 
‘Herald (of Good) Times.’ 


be 


Theatre Mgt. to Resume 

of the mag, ‘Theatre 
Management,’ only temporary, 
with Elihu Jcoseph, editor, and the 
rest of the staff retained. 
the I 


mag sh 
pocket size, and with all 
tures, 


Suspension 


is 


Intention 
ortly in a 
new fea- 


is to resume 


Idea for the mag's suspension was 





ton, ‘Chaos Is Come Again,’ is| Joseph's, a former newspaperman, 
Claude H. Oldfield. Helen Ashton,| in order to get a complete survey 
‘Bricks and Mortar,’ is Mrs. Helen | of the field before going on with the 
Rosaline Jordan. new policy. 
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‘Married Love’ Tangle 
Putnam’s reduction in price of 
‘Married Love,’ from $2 to just one 
half of that, accompanied by an 
expression of regret by the pub- 
lisher, who did not succumb to the 


dollar-book thing last year, to- 
gether with the explanation that 
the price reduction is through ‘no 


fault of ours.” 

Explanation is that the Eugenics 
Publishing Company, publisher of 
the same book and also at the $2 
price, previously made the price cut 
to $1, Putnam’s being obliged toe fol- 
low. It’s the newest angle to one 
of the most peculiar happenings in 
the book biz in many years. 

First publisher over here of ‘Mar- 
ried Love,’ by a British woman 
medico, Dr. Marie Stopes, was the 
Eugenics Co. Some slight altera- 
tions were made and then Putnam 
got the American rights. The two 
went to court over it, but nothing 
much happening, with the result 
that for the first time in the his- 
tory of book publishing two con- 
cerns getting simultaneously out a 
single book on which the copyright 
has not elapsed. 

Putnam soon to get out another 
book by Dr. Stopes, to carry the 
title of ‘Enduring Passion.’ So far 
Putnam is the new book’s sole pub- 
lisher. 





Real Charlie Chang 


Original for the Charlie Chan de- 
tective character of so many Earl 
Derr Biggers books is claimed to 
exist in Hawaii, where all of them 
have their origination or locale. He 
is Chang Apana, the sole Chinese 
member of the Honolulu detective 
force, and much like Charlie Chan 
except in physical characteristics. 

Earl Derr Biggers said to have 
come across Chang Apana, now 
near 70, upon a Hawaiian visit. 
In Honolulu Chang Apana is said 
to have immediately been recog- 
nized as Charlie Chan and there- 
after quite often referred to by that 
name. 

The little Chinaman gloried in it, 
and it helped to sell the Earl Derr 
Biggers books, too. 





Double Jackets 


xeorge S. Oppenheimer, of the 
Viking Press, overlooking no bets, 
with the result that Jacques Deval’s 
new book, “That Girl,’ published by 
Viking, will get a set of two jackets. 
One emphasizes the book's sexiness, 
the other its literary quality. 

Idea is that the bookseller will use 
the jacket best calculated to attract 
his particular type of patron. 





‘Monitor’s’ Chatterer 


Monroe Lathrop, dean of Los An- 
geles legit commentors, who was 
dropped from the ‘Express’ just be- 
fore Paul Block handed it over to 
Hearst, is now writing coast legit 
reviews for the ‘Christian Science 
Monitor.’ Lathrop also has a group 
of papers that have used his Holly- 
wood letter for years. 


More About Edgar 

An Edgar Poe bibliography is the 
next item for pubiication by Stan- 
ley Rose, Hollywood bookseller re- 
cently branched into publication. 
The bibliography is the result of 
four years work by Huse Bloom- 
berg, of Pasadena. Special type 
designed by Clowr will be used on 
the book. 


Many Sided Hynd 


Alyn (‘One Spin’) Hynd of ‘True 


Detective Stories’ is in Sarasota, 
Fla., conferring with William J. 


Burns, over a new series of sleuth 
yarns, Hynd is also gathering ma- 
terial for a circus story ordered by 
‘Liberty,’ with John Ringling on 
the answering end. 


Ends With a Kicker 

Phyllis Gordon Demarest, who 
wrote ‘Hollywood Gold,’ gets away 
from screen folk in: ‘Lady Gone 
Wild’ and makes her heroine a so- 
ciety girl who hires a husband 
when she cannot have the man she 
wants, and, more than that, she 
hires a professional gambler of good 
antecedents. She figures that the 
firing will be as simple as the hir- 
ing, but finds her error when her 
first ideal gets his freedom and 
comes to her again, 

In the en4 the gambler wins, as 
wise readers have guessed 
before the story is much more than 
half over, but she redeems the ob- 
vious fade ovt with a neatly put 
kicker that comes on the last page 
}as an entire surprise. It makes for 
good light reading unburdened by 
analytic psychology and introspec- 
tion, and it carries the reader nice- 
ly to the trick denouement. (Ma- 
caulay. §$2.) 


most 





Bidge Spoof Sequel 

‘The Bridge Battle of the Cen- 
tury,’ the travesty on the recent 
Lenz-Culbertson bridge contest, by 
Halsey Raines, of the Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer press department, the 
subject of a letter-writing contest 
for cash prizes. Raines publicizing 
the letter-writing contest himself. 

Topic is ‘My Most Amusing Bridge 
Experience,’ with the letters limited 
to 200 words. The best letter will 
fetch $100, with other awards. 

The twelve prize-winning anec- 
dotes are to be incorporated in a 
later edition of the book. Raines 
is confident there will be a later edi- 
tion. 


Somethings’ Higher 

the first time, this year’s 
(1932) edition of ‘Editor and Pub- 
lisher’s’ Year Book is selling for 
$1, instead of 10c as previousy. 

The Year Book has always sold at 
‘Editor and FPublisher’s’ regular 
weekly newsstand price of a dime, 
with demand every year tremen- 
dous., 


For 


Young Carl This Time? 


Homer Croy’s ‘Heading for Hol- 
lywood,’ exploited in advance as 
the first novel to give the celluloid 
center a break, has as one of its 
chief characters a young film genius 
supposed to be Carl Laemmle, Jr., 
and a heroine who finally goes back 
to Iowa convinced that the mad 
pace of Hollywood is not worth the 
cake, 

Croy has written this with his 
eye on humor possibilities and has 


made it as entertaining to out- 
siders as insiders. Harper & Bros. 
published. 





Howard’s Gags 

Willie Howard to publish a book 
this spring, ‘Gag a la Mcde,’ to be 
a compilation of what he thinks are 
the best jokes he has ever heard. 
For the past 28 years he has re- 
corded every joke and has a col- 
lection of 25,009 from which to se- 
lect, 





Kidding the Cards 

‘Bridge Battle of the Century,’ 
Halsey Raines’ book satirizing re- 
cent Culbertson-Lenz match, may 
be made into a one or two-reel film 
short. 

Companies are negotiating for the 
rights. 





Retrenchment 

Scripps-Howard San _ Francisco 
‘News’ underwent a retrenchment 
policy that included a 10% cut for 
all employees and abandonment of 
colored comics and magazine sec- 
tion heretofore included in the 
week-end issue, 


Olmstead’s Tome 

Ed Olmstead, Publix advertising 
representative at the New York of- 
fice an@ a Broadwayite for some 
years, is writing a book. It wil! 
deal with night life and other phases 
of the big town. 

A title has not yet been picked. 





Brooklyn Exposes Hollywood 

First issue of ‘Hollywood Tatler, 
lo-cent monthly purporting to re- 
veal the inside of new and ancient 
news in Hollywood, has experienced 
no sales windfall in the film town, 
according to dealers. Product of 
Popular Publications in Brooklyn 
and edited by Harry Steegar, presi- 
dent. 

Reads like the outside looking in 
and hazarding a few guesses, 





Mother of Frederick McQuigg, 
dramatic editor of the Chicago ‘Eve- 
ning American,’ died of heart dis- 


—=—_ 


os Binyon’s Letters 
‘laude FPinyon, of ‘V 
Hollywood staff, has had on 
accepted for June Publication = 
Harrison Smith. Probable title & 
‘One Woman's Men.’ It is a come 
pilation of the ‘Elsie’ letters whic 
ran in ‘Variety’ for some time, 
Tome will be priced at $1.59, 





Chatter 


Eddie Cantor changing publisherg, 
Switching from Essandess to Long 
& Smith, and David Freedman trailg 
with him, of course, 

Richard Boleslavsky, the picture 
director, will be bioged by 


Helen 
Woodward. 


Wilbur Daniel Steele back from 
Europe with the new Mrs. Steele, 
She’s also a scribbler, 

Robert Carse will look over the 
French, 

Thyra Samter Winslow’s one of 
the few names that can sell short. 
story collections, 

Margaret Ayer Barnes the only 
Chicago scribbler who has not used 
a gun-play episode in any of her 
tales, 

Baroness Carla Jenssen, author of 
‘I Spy,’ here for her first visit to thig 
country. Irving Deaking introdue 
ing her around, 

Alfred A. Knopf to Europe fora 
couple of new scribblers. 

Frazier Hunt describes Paul de 
Kruif, next to G. K. Chesterton the 
bulkiest scribbler, as a combination 
of walrus and gorilla. 

Algo Sand goes to the Brazilian 
jungle as soon as his ‘Senor Bum in 
the Jungle’ gets into the bookshops, 

Smart thing for foreign scribblerg 
upon their return home is to praise 
America, 

William Mills Peyton writes a 
novel in a month, and then lays off 
the other eleven, 


With stuff on Mexico still in 
vogue, Diego Rivera being feted 
about town. However, no. real 


Mexican scribbler discovered yet. 

Maxwell Bodenheim rapping H. L 
Mencken, 

Will Horace Liveright return to 
the book biz? 

Winifred Wilson is the new editor 
of ‘The Independent Woman.’ 


Lionel White back in New York 
with a terrific tan. 

Charles is a part of the Fulton 
Oursler name, but it’s never used. 

An ex-Villager has fitted up one 
of the Times Square stores like one 
of the old-time Village literary bae 
zaars, 

Mrs. Lee Mortimer, wife of the 
‘Mirror’s’ Sunday columnist, who 
is Gerry Pascal, knows the book bia 
as few in New York do. 

There’s a more exciting story in 
Evans Wall than he’s ever written 
The Moss & Kamin bookshop gete 
ting out a quarterly literary mag, 
serving as a house organ, William 
Carlos Williams will edit. 

James Geller the busiest author’s 
agent in town. 

Colette’s new novel, ‘A Lesson in 
Love,’ supposed to be mostly autos 
biographical. 


Old Album Out 





(Continued from page 1) 


for only one reel and that a silent 
1€ mm, If one of those things ine 
volving a rich amateur parlor magie 
cian or a life of the party guy is 
under the lens, the camera fellow 
forgets all about reel limitations 
and grinds nti’ his arm gives out 
Then the nick is what the traffic 
can stand. 

Companies also take sound pice 
tures, with the limit here being 
what noise the equipment can take. 
And can equipment take it? Both 
shouties and? 35 mm, (standard) 
film records call for more Brads 
streeting and credit reference. AV- 
erage weddings are generally put 
on one reel, unless the ceremony 
involves some one in the 300 sete 
tion of the 40¢, 

Pictures are made in homes, 
hotels or churches. It is declared 
of the firms has an _ undere 
standing with about 15 or so of <he 
local hostelries giving advance tip- 
offs on forthcoming nuptials, ete. 
When the pictures haver’t sound, 
the companies supply a completely 
titled reel, even to the names of 
the bridesmaids and what they 
wore, 

Completed pictures are given to 
the as but 
will be shown by the various com- 
panies any time a is 
Wanted. Custom usually is to show 
the affair in conjunction with ® 
feature obtained by the 


one 


customers keepsakes, 


screening 


company 
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(BS Declares All Contest Sponsors 
Out When Present Contracts Expire 





—_—_--—-- --—— 


CBS will shortly refuse to accept 
commercials intending to run con- 
tests during their broadcasts. CBS 
bas had this move under under con- 
gideration for some time. 

CBS clients now sponsoring con- 
tests will be permitted to do so un- 
til their current contracts expire 
After that, if they desire to renew 
they will have to drop their con- 
test policy. 

NBC denied it is considering tak- 
ing the same action. 

CBS reason is said to be in the 
number of public complaints re- 
ceived. Majority of the listeners 
who have u squawk about contests 
make them to the network direct. 

Networks have always been 
against the contest form of adver- 
tising on the air, but have not done 
anything about it until now. Cur- 
rently contest clients are more 
rampant than ever. 

It is regarded as improbable that 
CBS will adopt the no-contest pol- 
{cy without NBC, since a move of 
that sort might drive all clients 
desiring to contest pro- 
grams to the opposition network. 


sponsor 


650,000 Letters 
Chicago, Feb, 16, 

Recent give-away stunt = con- 
nected up with the Goldbergs serial 
(NBC) drew over 650,000 pieces of 
mail, which local advertising agen- 
cies figure to be a new record for 
a program on a limited station 
hook-up. Act is carried only over 
eight stations. 

Program’s backer, Pepsodent, of- 
fered an unbreakable drinking cup 
for the top from a toothpaste car- 
ton, tying rp with this an emo- 
tional appeal to the effect that the 
mail response would determine the 
continuance of the show. Idea 
pulled far beyond expectations, and 
now the dentifrice-maker is trying 
to get additional stations on the 
network. Slight chances of extend- 
ing the program's release spots 
right away, due to the fact that 
Swift’s ‘Stebbins Boys’ have prac- 
tically everything south and west 
tied up on the same network for 
the required period. 





Publix After Alex 
Publix is negotiating with CBS 
for Alex Gray for the Paramount, 
New York. 
Gray is under CBS contract on 
the Chesterfiel’ broadcasts. 


NICK 
LUCAS 


“The 








Crooning Troubadour” 


of 


Talking Pictures, Radio, Records and 
Vaudeville 
Headlining the Opening of 


RKO - ORPHEUM 
OMAHA, FEB. 19 











“EASY ACES” 


(Sponsored by Lavoris) 
Overcoats, $25.00 


Lavoris..... 25c 
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WBBM SHAKEUP WITH 


3 OUT, ONLY 1 IN, 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Latest personnel shake-up at 
WBBM, local Columbia key outlet, 
last week found three program staff 
men on the way out and only one 
on the way in to fill the gap. Trio 
let out were Fred Ibbett, who came 
over from the NBC production de- 
partment last November; Chauncey 
Parsons, concert and mike tenor, 
who was taken on only two weeks 
ago as assistant musical producer, 
and Arvid L. Peterson, program di- 
rector and night studio supervisor. 
Latter is a brother of Walter Pres- 
ton, Columbia’s western program 
director and in charge of the 
WBBM studios. 

New staff entry is Ray Appleby, 
who takes over Ibbett’s job as pro- 


ducer of dramatic shows. Several 
other changes in the program and 
production departments are slated 


for the current week. Also dropped 
at the same time with the produc- 
ing trio were three controiroom op- 
erators, 

Station denied that the letouts 
were the result of a retrenchment 
move ordered by Columbia’s New 
York office, explaining that the 
studio setup was merely being put 
through a ‘slight housecleaning and 
reorganization.’ 


= 
———— 


Wis. Air Group Pans 
Statesman’s Idea for 
Non-Commerc. Sabbath 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Representatives from 11 Wiscon- 
sin stations got together last week 
und dealt out a verbal shellacking 
to one of their congressmen, Thom- 
as A. Amlie, for intro€ucing a bill 
favoring the exclusion of commer- 
cial announcements from Sunday 
programs. In addition to vassing a 
resolution containing their collective 
peeves toward the Amlie bill, the 
assembled broadcasters voted to 
complain to Sen. Robert LaFollette 
about his fellow statesman’s atti- 
tude toward their business, 

Resolution minces no-~ words. 
Pointing out that Representative 
Amlie showed no  compunction 
about using commercial radio on 
even Sunday for getting votes in 
his recent campaign, it accuses the 
newly elected congressman of 
‘hastily grasping, in his apparent 
anxiety for personal publicity, what 
appeared to him a brilliant oppor- 
tunity for fame by defaming com- 
mercialism in radio.’ 








Radio City Planning Mag 
For Newsstands Monthly 


Radio City intends publishing a 
magazine of its own when the de- 
velopment is ready for its launch- 
ing. It will be a monthly and con- 
tain special stories and other mat- 
ter on Radio City activities—stage, 
radio and other personalities, etc. 

Present proposal, with several 
meetings already held on the mat- 
ter, is to place the publication on 
the newsstands, thus taking it out 
of the classification of a house 
organ. 





. . 
‘Trib’s’ Television 
Chicago, Feb. 15. 

WGN, ‘Trib’ mouthpiece, is equip- 
ping itself with a set of picture 
broadcasting equipment. 

After a period of experiment, 
station plans to make application 


for a television wave length to the 
Federal Radio Commission. Only 
two other outlets in town with 


televising apparatus are WIPO and 
WMAQ. 


WKLY CHANGE PROGRAM 

Eugene, Ltd., a hair waving com- 
pany, starts March 6 on CBS with 
a series called ‘International Revue.’ 
Period will be on the air each Sun- 
day for four weeks, after which it 
will shift to Mondays and Thurs- 
days. 

Sam Lanin’s orchestra is engaged. 
Policy will to feature different 
artists on each period. 


be 


Harlow’s CBS Booking 
Is for Canada Only 


Jean Harlow will broadcast on 


the Canadian National Railway 
chain from CKGW, Toronto, April 
15. Miss Hariow is one of three 


names and a band whom CBS will 
book. for this period, which is being 
sponsored by an association of 
about six Canadian mercantile com- 
panies, 


Although CBS has been engaged 
to supply the talent, the network 
will not carry the period, It will 


be heard in Canada only. 
The Singer’ (Arthur 
Tracy) may go on the same period 


NBC Declares 
‘Guesting and 
Benefits Out 


NBC executive department. has 
issued orders banning its contracted 
artists from ‘guest star’ appearances 
on other stations and forbidding the 
loaning of any NBC artists for 
benefits, 


‘Street 








In panning ‘guest’ appearances 
NBC followed CBS, which adopted 
the measure two weeks ago. NBC 
has even gone further than CBS 
as far as ‘guest’ appearances are 
concerned by declaring them out for 
sustaining artists as well com- 
mercial. CBS put the bars down on 
commercial talent only and gave the 
sustaining artists the privilege to 
get an executive okay if desiring to 
do ‘guest’ work. 

Like CBS, NBC found it neces- 
sary to adopt the measure due to 
the many requests artists receive. 
NBC’s ban against its artists 
playing benefits is believed to have 
grown out of the anti-benefit meet- 
ings held recently at RKO by the- 
atre booking executives, which NBC 
attended. NBC has given orders 
that no artists are to be permitted 
to work at benefits without getting 
the official sanction of the execu- 
tive department. 


as 


NBC's action against benefits is 
taken as an organization. How- 
ever, it will permit artists to appear 
at benefits if they personally desire 
to do so, but NBC as an organiza- 
tion will not sponsor any benefit 
appearances. 


Vallee Leaving Hotel for 
Road Trip with ‘Scandals’ 








Rudy Vallee goes out of the 
Pennslvania hotel, New York, the 
first week of March to go on the 
road with ‘Scandals.’ Show’s first 
road date is Baltimore the week cf 


March 6, 

Vallee may leave the cast of the 
‘Scandals’ about two weeks before 
the show closes in New York to 
take a vacation. 





Firm Dissolves 





Famous Artists of the Air, radio 
dise recording outfit organized about 
a year and a half ago, dissolved last 
week, Among the losers was 
National Screen Service, which paid 
$£0,000 for a half interest in the wax 
firm some time ago. 


Of the organizers only Monte 
Brice, former film director, re- 
mained at the finish. He became 
head of the firm when Eddie Dowl- 
ing and Bill Rowland left to form 
their own disc company, Stars of 


Stage and Screen, 


When formed, Famous Artists 
was rumored .o have been backed 
by the Raskob interests. This was 


never verified nor denied. 





Mickey Mouse for Air 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 





for Wrigley Gum and responsible 
for the company’s ‘Myrt and Marge’ 
serial, has cornered the 
to Mickey Mouse. Contract 
Walt Disney gives her the world’s 
broadcasting presentation of the 
cartoon character. 

Now that she’s got it, Miss 
Hooper is trying to figure out how 
it can be whipped into a program 
idea. 


with 


| 


—— 





[. A. STATION’S $1,000 
MONTHLY U.P.FRANCHISE 


Feb, 15. 


-year 


Ange les, 
KNX has signed a on: 
tract with United 


latter’s 


Los 
con- 
the 
for four daily 


e AU I Vul UU. 


ress to buy 
news servic 
news broadcasts. First time a wire 
company has 


radio 


contracted with a 
to supply news and is 
in the nature of an experiment. If 
it turns out okay, U. P. will prob- 
ably broaden its activities to in- 
clude the entire radio field. 

In the case of KNX, 
costing the station about 
monthly, which is slightly 


station 


service is 
$1,000 
over 


what an average paper would pay. 
Station has seven reporters on its 
staff to handle local news, one of 
the reporters acting as city edi- 
tor in preparing the news for the 
announcer, 

Unlike a newspaper deal, U. P. 
does not receive news from the ra- 
dio station. Agreement is that if 


the station digs up anything that 
the wire service can use, the latter 
is welcome to it, but there is no 


stipulation in the contract that the 
wire service has access to all news 
gathered by the radio reporters. 

Deal with KNX is a _ persona! 
matter between U. P. officials and 
Guy Earl, owner of the station and 
former owner of the L. A. ‘Express.’ 
Expansion into the radio field by 
U. P. will not be considered until 
the local experiment has eliminated 
all the flaws. 


Sponsor Renegs, but 
Must Pay; Program 
On as Sustaining 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Last minute change of mind on 
the part of the commercial about 
hooking up its name with the pro- 
gram left the ‘Bill the Barber’ series 
skit on WMAQ here running as a 
sustaining feature, but with the 
slated sponsor at the same time 
holding the bag. Sponsor is a mem- 
ber of the Affiliated Products cos- 
metic and drug group. Makes the 





first instance locally of a com- 
mercial bankrolling a program 
without getting any advertising 


value out of it. : 

Decision to defer bracketing the 
commercial’s name with the show 
came after the contract for sta- 
tion time had been signed and the 
production was all set to make its 
debut. As originally planned, the 
program was to be used to bally- 
hoo a shaving cream, 

Following the cream maker’s 
reneg, Affiliated Products, a com- 
bine formed for the distribution 
and advertising of several firms’ 
goods, found itself in the spot of 
having no alternative, but to con- 
tinue backing the serial until it 
could be unloaded on one of its 
other associated manufacturers 
Now figured to let the serial run 
for at least four weeks before 
tacking on a commercial alliance 
All of which will depend ‘on the 
way the program takes. If it fails 
t. get a substantial favorable mail 
kickback from the listeners within 
that period, it will likely go on un- 
der the sustaining banner for the 
remaining term of the 13-week pe- 
riod. 

Skit is built around a small-town 
barber shop locale, carries a cast of 
six and is being produced on a six- 
time nightly schedule in the NBC 
studios. 





NBC N. Y. Says Phones 
OK for Chi Papers 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
NBC powers-that-be on the New 





Francis Hooper, ether impresario | 


radio rights | 


York end have decreed that it 
won't be necessary to install tele- 
type machine in the office of the 
local dailies and press associations. 
| Figure telephones are still efficient 
j and quick enough for the network's 
pa here to get their spot stuff 
over to the radio editors, 

Chain now has t-letypers, oper- 
j; ated from the publicity department, 
j in the wire rooms of all the New 
|; York dailies and news services. 


the innovation was 
heavy messenger 


i Chief reasan for 


that it eliminated 


; 
| charges. 


d 


Change in Commercial Ruling May 


Give Television Impetus It Needs 


7 





Chicago, Feb. 15. 


Partial removal or commercial 


restrictions from television by the 
Federal Radio Commission, figures 
the local broadcasting trades, will 
serve to stimulate interest in the 


mechan- 
recently 
permits 
equipment 
programs 


medium and expedite its 
ical developments. 
l by the 


made 
stations with 


Ruling 
commission 
television 


to transmit commercial 


simultaneously with their sound 
roadcasts and collect an extra 
charge if desired. 

Change of attitude on the part 


of the ether supervising quintet 
eliminates the argument frequently 
up in the past that television 
wouldn't make any headway toward 
perfection until it got a commercial 
impetus. Owners of picture transe- 
mitters would be loath, it was con- 
tended, to money 
ments until they could see 


help 


set 


} 


spend any heavy 
yn exper 
some source of revenue to 

carry these experime along. 

Lifting of the commercial ban 
has prompted WMAG here, operated 
by NBC and affiliated with the 
‘Daily News,’ to install a complete 
new set of television equipment and 
start negotiating with commercial 
prospects for combined sound and 
picture programs, Only extra 
charge insisted on for the time bee 
ing is for costumes used in the tele 
broadcasts and the $4 extra per mu- 
sician demand for such occasions 
by the Chicago Federation of Mu-« 
sicians, If a musician wears @& 
tuxedo before the ether projector, 
the fee is $1 over his regular sound 
broadcast salary. 

Commission’s rule on the sube- 
ject of television broadcasting still 
bans the transmitting of a commere 
cial’s product on which the label 
or trade mark is shown, It’s okay 
for the station to exhibit the prep- 
aration of a cup of coffee and to 
verbally ballyhoo the brand used, 
but at no time may the can or care 
ton showing the brand’s label be 
brought into the etherized picture, 


nts 





CBS’ $4 Outlet 

Pancho’s orchestra, which opened 
at George Lamaye’s Park Avenue 
club, New York, Thursday (11), 
booked in by David Bath of CBS, 
has been placed under a two-year 
contract by the network. It gets 
the CBS wire from the club thrice 
weekly, 

Lamaze’s place operates on a $4 

















gouvert policy. 


FRIGHT? 


..Forget it! 
















New broadcasting # 
courses include 
microphone tech- 
nique, use of vo- 
cal chords. ..pre- 
pares you for 
talkies, broad- 
easting, television. 


- “ oo tela 7 
You no longer need fear the microphone. You 
can become its master. Thus be ready for 
talkies, broadcasting and television. Whether 


you are now on the stage, in the talkies or 
want to enter the profssion. . .these new course 
(for cither men or women) can be of vast help. 


You learn the how and why and what from 
men who have been in broadeasting from the 
first. These courses as given at RCA Insti- 
tutes, . America’s oldest radio school. . .were 
prepared with the help of NBC and CBS. 
They include bow to a unce, positioning, use 
of voral chords, technique of broadcast sta- 
ti and studio. . .all phases of broadcast 
operation 

RCA Institutes has four resident schools—New 


York Bostor Chicago, Philadelphia, where 
are taught elementary and advanced courses in 
every branch of practical radio. Extension 
courses for home study, too, Day, evening 
classes, Moderate tuition, 

You are cordially invited to visit classes in 
br sting ‘given at New York School only) 
at any time, Or write for catalog and full 
detalis The coupon makes it easy. 
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A Radio Corporation of Amer- 
jea Subsidiary 


RCA Institutes, Inc. § 


Dept. V-2, 75 Varick Street, 


CA) 
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MENNEN PER:OD 
With Ted Husing, Irene Beasley 
Talk, Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Naturally enough, all this shaving 
cream commercial is interested in 
is building up a male audience. 


OUR AMERICAN SCHOOLS 
Talks 
Sustaining 
WENR, Chicago 

Every week NBC gives the Na- 
tional Educational Association a 30- 
minute supper-hour period in which 
to present its aims and activities to 





Tnerefore it grabbed Ted Husing,| the public. This present program 
CBS staff announcer, and who re-| best illustrates the plight in which 
cently starte@ a new sustaining] a non-show business organization 
series for CBS called ‘Sportsl.nts,’| finds itself when thrust into a show 
and bought the idea for its broad-j] business medium 
cast. Whether or not Irene Beas- NEA evidently couldn't make up 
ley’s voice will mean anything in|its mind as to what the public 
the way of a male draw is neither] would like or how to ‘best present 
here nor there, since she won't dis-| the NEA thesis. It tried to stee 
appoint, and Husing should be the|a somewhat middle course between 
bearded gents’ magnet. entertainment and education. And 
Husing delivered his sports spiel] finished with a program that is 
from Lat Placid, where he is sta-| neither entertaining nor enlighten- 
tioned by CBS to cover the winter] ing 
Olympics Besides dwelling on As for the entertainment, its a 
sports, Husing handled the ccmmer smile Right at the e nd of the in 
cial plug and the song announce-| terlude comes James Wilkinson to 
ments. Timing was oke and barely | toss off one meager tenor solo. Wil- 


a moment was wasted between 
Husing’s announcements and the 
vocal and orchestral renditions. 

Husing covered ¢he sports angle 
from various phascs, speaking not 
only of the doings at Lake Placid, 
but also the coming indoor games, 
a wrestling match between Londos 
and Lewis, etc. As is customary 
with this announcer, his usual hur- 
ried style of speech prevails. Ap- 
pears unnecessary on a broadcast of 
this type, where there is no actual 
action at the time to pace Husing. 

Irene Beasley, contralto, was fea- 
tured with three or four numbers. 
Miss Beasley, a veteran radio blues 
singer, always pleases. 

Fred Rich’s orchestra on 
strumenta’ end. 


the in- 





1 BIG SHOW 


OF THE AIR/ 


gATON DOWN) 


TONY WONS 








JACQUES RENARD 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
































BARON LEE 


and His 


BLUE RHYTHM BAND 


Featuring Edgar Hayes, pianist 


WEAF Mon. and Thurs. 11:45 


WIZ Fri., 12 Midnight 
From Cotton Club, New York 


P. M. 


Management 


Mills Dance Orchestras, Inc. 
799 7th Ave., New York 

















JESSE 
CRAWFORD 
WEAF 


Sun., Mon., 
Thurs. 
11:30 P. M. 
E.S.T. 
Tues., Wed., 
Sat. 
11:15 P. M. 
E.S.T. 





PORT OF THE ORCIAN 


kinson is but hasn’t a chance 
in his present spot. 
Program is composed 
of talks, led by Florence Hale, pres- 
ident of NEA. Miss Hale starts 
the program off by answering ques- 
tions. One of the big problems dis- 
cussed at one of the programs 
caught was the soloist’s name and 
why he hasn’t received regular 
mention. Two other speakers on a 
typical were Dr. Augustus 
O. Thomas Dr. William Bos- 
well. 

Program throughout impresses as 
talking down to its audience. 
There’s no need for that, since NEA 
must realize that the public which 
needs talking-down-to won't even 
listen to the broadcast. They have 
more interesting sessions to listen 
to on other stations. Their one 
group which will listen will be only 
the more intelligent portion of the 
population, that population inter- 
ested in the problems of national 
education. NEA should then deter- 
mine with some degree of accuracy 
the scope of its audience and direct 
its appeal to them. 


oke, 


principally 


session 


and 


And it will likely discover that 
the present set-up of the program 
is too dull for the lower brackets 


and too insipidly luncheon-club-talk 
for the mentally adult. There have 
been some studies made on national 


education, in its economic, psycho- 
logic and sociologic aspects. NEA 
then has some sound research ob- 


servations and conclusions to offer 
to its audience. Why not use this 
material instead of prating to the 
listener that the child of today is 
the man of tomorrow? Gold 
‘ADVENTURES IN HEALTH’ 
Sketch, Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 
A new series by 
Milk, which made 
cently. Dr. Herman N. 
president of the Chicago Board of 
Health, is the feature. Idea is a 
talk on health through the medium 
of dramatizing. 

It was stated that of all the ques- 
tions with which Bundesen is be- 
lieved, the one concerning the prop- 
er means of dieting to reduce over- 
weight is most numerous. This cued 
into a dramatization of a scene con- 
cerning one woman who was over- 
weight, though on a diet, and an- 
other who was at her proper weight, 
although also dieting. For the finish 
the woman with the _ superfluous 
faints from lack of proper nourish- 
ment. 

Following this 
sumed but a few 
was intr duced 
proper and improper dieting. Dur- 
ing his talk Bundesen stated the 
once famed Hollywood diet has done 
much to undermine the health and 
looks of women. . 
3undesen spoke in an interesting 
manner and appeared to be at ease 
throughout. He recommended certain 
foods and announced that a diet list 
which he had prepared could be se- 
cured by writing to him. His speech 
was along ordinary lines, nothing 
technical, and easy to follow. 

Plug for the product does not 
come in until the finish. Announcer 
handles it and it is not overdone. 
For a subject of this nature, period 


Horlick’s Malted 
its debut re- 
Pundesen, 


bit, which con- 
minutes. Bunde- 


sen and spoke on 





contains more than ordinary in- 
terest. 
JANE CARPENTER 
Pianist 
Sustaining 
WBBM, Chicago 

Jane Carpenter is the girl that 
WBBM recently projected into a 
prize personality winner, with the 
‘radio queen’ plug still part of the 
introductory patter no matter the 


Granting that Miss Car- 
full of that personality 
along with it, natural 


program. 
penter is 
thing and s.a. 








EDDIE DUCHIN 


AND HIS 


cae NK CASIO 
ORCHESTRA 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 


- SYSTEM 


WEDNESDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
12:2M. 5:30PM. 12:P.M. 


query is what does all this mean to 
that listening cosmos beyond the 
mike? 

At least, if Miss Carpenter could 


indicate some of her prize-winning 
attributes through her voice, but 
she neither sings nor recites. At 


the piano this gal impresses as just 


acceptable. Although smooth and 
melodic on the touch when it comes 
to following the popular tastes, her 


saves a lot wanting in 
and mood projection 
whenever those same digits wander 
over into the semi-classical or 
classical field. 

With a flock of crack 
tuosos on the local 
ing her, Miss Carpenter's chances of 
achieving an ether spotlight among 


performance le 
technique 


ivory vir- 
outlets crowd- 














them seems slight. Span, 
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HELLO MARIE 
Serial 
Sustaining 
WCFL, Chicago 

Behind this serial lies an idea; 
namely, the drama lying in the cor- 
ridors of a metropolitan hotel. But 
the idea has died in birth. It doesn’t 
fulfill its promise. 

Fault lies in the incoherent wan- 
derings of the script and failure to 


keep within the _ bounds. Even 
poetic license has its limits. For 
example, merely because Eunice 
Howard, who plays the wrong- 
number hound, can warble a few 
notes, the script allows her to sing, 
explaining the musical accompani- 
ment as from the hotel’s dining 
room. The session must decide 
whether it’s going to be musical 


try to 
its 15 


and not 
within 


drama, 
too much 
minutes. 


comedy or 
encompass 
atternoon 

This attempt to cover everything 
is one of the serious defects of the 
plot. Lacking essential drama, the 
story tries to make up for it by 
running through a flock of discon- 
nected incidents. So many items 
are thus included that none of them 
impress as real or solid. The entire 
structure reveals flimsiness, and the 
audience must find it difficult to be- 
come interested in the story or the 
characters. 


Instead of taking one situation 
and developing it into something 
with weight and substance, the 
script skims over everything and 


dilutes the situation with a number 
of irrelevant items, leaving the list- 
ener without anything in which he 
may become engrossed. 


And, as a consequence of this 
flighty writing, the script lacks all 


elements of suspense or drama. At 
one of the sessions nabbed, Red 
O'Donnell, the newspaper reporter 
and sweetheart of the phone girl, is 
looking for some boy who's been 
missing from the New York hotel. 
They sit around and wonder and 
wonder. Finally they call up his 
home town in Granville, O., and 
they find that he’s there. No drama, 
no inherent anxiety, no suspense of 


any kind is developed at any time. 

Same fault lies in another big 
moment, the airplane accident. 
Marie thinks O’Donnell was in the 
plane at the time. She does a lot of 
worrying and fainting, but in no 
way is this anxiety passed on to the 


listener. He is left cold and disin- 
terested in the entire affair. 

There are only three characters 
immediately in contact with the 
listener in this serial—the phone 
girl, the reporter and the bell hop. 
Male roles are played by Merrill 
Fugit and Carlton KaDell. Per- 
formance has nothing to make it 
stand out, though there was little 
to be done with those lines. Sev- 
eral technical errors showed up due 
to the bad pacing of the piece. Such 
as: reporter goes out to cover a 
story and is back in two or three 
minutes with all the details: bell- 
hop goes to get some water for the 
fainting Marie and returns in a sec- 
ond or so with some water and 
spirits of ammonia. 

Comedy is sadly lacking, although 
probably some of the local color of 
the hotel switchboard was counted 
on to mean comedy, as in having a 
woman phone for an atomizer, and 
another femme to ask for moth- 
balls. 

NBC has as yet found no adver- 
tiser for this afternoon serial, which 
during its sustaining life will no 
doubt remain on this labor union 
transmitter. An advertiser may 
find some workable elements in this 
story. For, basically, because of its 
locale, the serial has possibilities. 
But more time and thought must be 
spent in building up its sequences 
and its drama. Instead of making 
the story dramatic in itself, the 
script has attempted to build up a 
false air of suspense by having the 
various characters exclaim at inter- 


vals, ‘gee whiz,’ ‘good heavens,’ 
‘this is terrible,’ ete. That isn’t 
drama. It’s drama when the list- 


ener whispers to himself, ‘gee whiz,’ 





and draws his chair closer to the 
loudspeaker. Gold, 
CHEVROLET 

Orchestra, Songs 

COMMERCIAL 


WEAF, New York 

This recent addition to 
air waves features 
for a 
being 


the 
a horde of talent 
30-minute period, the majority 
radio vets. Artists include 
frank Black’s orchestra, Phil Oh- 
man and Victor Arcen, Welcome 
Lewis, Lewis James and a quartet 
made up of Henry Shope, Frank 
Parker, John Seagle, and  Eliiot 
Shaw. James Willington does the 
announcing. 
Spotting of 
Welcome 
ture, 


the talent is 
Lewis was the first 
spotted for two solos, 


neat 
fed- 
one at 


handled the commercial plug in the 
middle of the period, with Walling- 
ton, 

James also had two solo numbers, 


both coming after Miss Lewis, with 
the orchestra and quartet spotted 


between him the singles. James, a 
romantic tenor, is a very pleasing 
vocalist. During his second number, 
‘Tonight or Never,’ he was shaded 
toward the finish by the quartet. 

Arden and Ohman were ‘on once 
for their combined ivory tickling 
for which the boys have a standard 
radio rep. In this number it was 
announced that Frank Black alse 
worked with the boys at the piano, 
making it a threesome, 








MURDER 

LADY 
Mystery Sketch 
COMMERCIAL 
WENR, Chicago 

In a tieup with the 
‘American,’ this mystery story by 
Anthony Abbot was etherized for 
an advance plug of three consecu- 
tive nights, prior to the serial be- 
ginning in the Hearst paper. Just 
a local hookup, but one that fig- 
ured to get results. 

General idea of linking a news- 
paper yarn with the air is not new, 
having been done before, but this 
particular episode; handled by C. L 
Menser, NBC production manager, 
was probably better done than some 
of the others. All the hokum of 
melodrama and mystery props was 
inserted in this one to grab im- 
mediate attention. Started right 
into action, with noise, etc., 
and a mysterious voice talking of 
murder. More or less of a prolog, 
with the voice identified as the 
spirit of crime. 

Lot of dialog didn't 
ible even for murder drama. Might 
be skipped over in reading, but 
laughable when spoken. Climax of 
the first episode reached with the 
girl’s scream and closing again with 
the eerie iaugh of the bogey man. 
Not exactly a bedtime story. Prin- 
cipals of the play are not particu- 
larly convincing, the leading lady, 
especially. Npan, 


sirens, 


sound plaus- 


BESSIE THOME 
‘African Adventures’ 
Sustaining 

WOR, New York 


Miss Thome is announced as hav- 


told last 
vince the 


hard 
the 


week, it'll be 
majority of listeners. 
told of an expedition whose 
leader had dishonorable 


English 
intentions 


female cobra is 
prisoned in the 


captured and 
box. Climax comes 


when the Englishman is bitten by a 
cobra. 

Whether true or not, it makes in- 
teresting listening. Miss Thome, in 


even tones, is a convincing speaker. 


thiilasin on » CBS 


Feb. 15. 

Danderine makes its network 
debut Feb. 18 over CBS with Jean- 
ette Loff heading a 15 minute pro- 
gram labelled, ‘Movie Star 


Chicago, 


Hair tonic makers contract witli 
the chain calls for two periods 
weekly, the other program being 


Tuesday night. Commercial is now 
trying to line up another screen 
name to alternate with Miss Loff. 
Initial show will carry a dance or- 
chestra and tenor yet to be signed. 


Line Charge Payoff 


Feb. 15. 





San Francisco, 


KROW, Oakland station, has re- 
moved its ’Frisco remote control 
studio from Ackerman & Harris’ 


Casino theatre to the Manx hotel, 
management of which is spending 
money for line charges in exchange 
for advertising. 

Lester Smith is 
manager. 


local KROW 





Camel’s Publix Week 


a week with Publix following its 
RKO dates. Radio unit will play 
the Shea’s Buffalo, 3uffalo, the 


week of April 15 on guarantee and 
percentage, 
Another week has been added to 





; weeks to include Rochester, 


} 
NBC 


the start of the program and the! 
other toward the finish. She also 


the original RKO layout of seven 
Ni. zs 


LIKES ROLFE’S IDEA 


Reported that the new musical 
idea which B. A. Rolfe presented to 
M. H. Aylesworth, president of 
NBC, for consideration as a 
taining feature, will 
a commercial, 


sus- 
be peddled for 


B. A. Rolfe, with an orchestra of 
25 pieces, auditioned his idea for 
Aylesworth last week. NBC is now 
trying to obtain a sponsor for it. 
| Engagements 

Victor Young will lead an 18- 
piece orchestra on the American 
Safety CBS broadcasts, featuring 
Belle Baker. 

Line-up of femme celebs who 
will make gratis—appearances on 


Linit’s ‘Bath Club’ 
are: Feb. 18, Mar 


broadcasts, CBS, 
garet Widdemer: 





Feb. 19, Clare Boothe Brokaw: 
Feb. 23, Mrs. Orson D. Munn; Feb. 
24, Sophie Kerr; Feb. 25, Mrs. Rube 
Goldberg; Feb. 26, Thyra Sampter 
Winslow; March 1, Colleen Moore: 
March 9, I'anny Hurst and March 


19, Barbara Newberry, 


OF THE NIGHT CLUB 


Chicago 


——— 


MUSICAL COMEDY HiTs 
Vocal, Instrumental 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 

Presented by mixed ensemble os 
local singers and the G. E. orches. 
tra under David Buttolph’s direc. 


tion. One of the few broadcasts 
originating at WGY that NBC net. 
works. Half-hour afternoon weekly, 


Vocal and orchestral selections from 
musical comedies, light operas: date 
and place of original present: ition, 
names of principals, ete. 

Ensemble consists of 
soprano; Mary Nally, 
Howard De Long, tenor, 
Chapman, bass. Miss 
appears to be featured, 


give n. 
Olive Kline, 
contralto: 
and John 
Kline, who 
has a high. 


pitched soprano. Penchant for top 
notes should be curbed, for voice 
sounds shrill at times via loud. 
speaker, General technique fairly 
rood. 

Miss Nally’s contralto is easie) on 
the ear. For some reason, an- 
nouncer did not give her name, in 


solo, nor that of Chapman, a robust 
bass, who had two short 
Names listed on sign-off. 


Spots, 


De Long, with tenor of consider- 
able range and tone purity, did 
corking bit in duet from ‘Naughty 


Marietta.’ Also handled ‘One Alone’ 
from ‘Desert Song’ nicely, though he 
seemed to strain a little on the high 
ones. Deserves bigger 

Ensemble singing good. Or hestra, 
in selections and accompaniments, 
plays well. Program high grade for 


spot. 





| 


| 


ing witnessed these tales of Africa 
Which she unfolds for 15 minutes 
each week. But, judging by the story | 


to con- | 


Miss Thome on last week's period | 


toward a girl traveling with him. A 
im- | 


tevue.’ | 





CBS's Camel period is booked for | 


local stuff and should please on net- 
workers, 








BROWN SHOE COMPANY 


Presents 


MELO-CLARIONS 


INNOVATION IN RADIO 


Direction of 


LOUIS KATZMAN 


Lew White at Dual Organ 


WJZ—Coast to Coast 


8:15 p. m. Wednesdays 











COUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Presents 


LEON 
BELASCO 


and His 


EMBASSY CLUB ORCHESTRA 
COLUMBIA NETWORK 


Friday 9:30 P. M. 
WOODBURY PROGRAM 
Pers. Mgr. Herman Bernie, 
745 ith Ave., New York 














CLIFFORD 
SOUBIER 


(OLPAPPY 


(Negro 






Characterization) 
“‘Radio here 
thing to offer the most 
aesthete listener, and yet, such is the art of 
this session, that it has its appeal just as 
surely for the child, the adult and the aged 
of varied degrees of intelligence.’’—-Variety. 
MON., TUES., WED., THURS. and FRI., 
at 4:30 P. M., Over NBC BLUE NETWORK 


has some 











ED CONNIE 


Presents 


Aileen 
Stanley 


With a SMILE 
in Her VOICE 





OLDSMOBILE’S 
MELODY SPEEDWAY 
WOR and 80 Associate Stations 





















f INCE ALBERT 
77 DREAM GIRL~ 
NBC 


+" NETWORK 
Coast to Coast 
EAST WEST 

7:302M. 1:15 PM 
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MUSEC_RADIO_NITE CLUBS 


VARIETY 
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ee Inside Stufi—Radio 


Lord, Thomas & Logan, handling the Lucky Strike broadcasts, 
placed a ~an on issuing any advance publicity on the orchestras engaged 
for the broadcasts unless the bands have been okayed by George IHIill, 
president of the American Tobacco Company, 

Hill personally okays all orchestras booked by the 





has 


Music Corporation 


of America for the programs. Previously the lineup of orchestras was 
sent out to radio columnists before Hill had said yes or no. 

Original intention of CBS to use the billing of ‘Sleepy Time Gal’ foi 
Vivian Ruth, who started sustainings recenily, has been discarded 
CBS now bills the miss under her own name. 

Network says its reason for eliminating the billing is that it was 
natural target for the columnists. 

Roundabout way of attracting new customers was resorted to by the 
Franco-American Baking Co. in a broadcast over KFWB, Hollywood 
Bakery was after the restaurants to buy its rolls, but could make no spe- 
cial appeal to them in a broadcast. 

Company, instead, offers free tickets to witness the broadcast, which 
has about 15 acts, to any listener, but the listener can get them only 


by applying at a ~estaurant. 


First week after the announcement there were over 2,000 applications, 
which impressed the restaurants. 

NBC and CBS can’t figure why the New York ‘Times’ threw out its 
former style of listing radio programs and introduced a new method 


which saves less than a column. New method the ‘Times’ is using is 


an incomplete listing, arranged as to time only, with but certain periods 

listed, those which the ‘Times’ evidently thinks the best each day. 
Reported that the move was made because the ‘Times’ believes radio 

program listings carried by morning papers are not important and that 


major on these lebiaae, 


the evening sheets 





Memphis M. C. Arrested | VANITY FAIR 








In Nite Club Raid \With Joe Lewis) 
Memphis, Feb. 15. | Chicago, Feb. 10. 

Mandarin Inn was raided by the! It remained for Joe Lewis to come 
prohi boys last week. | back to Chicago and put the Vanity 
W. Kop, proprietor, and Jimmy;Fair back on the local night life 
Robinson, m.c., were arrested al-| map. Nobody but Lewis could have 
though 120 patrons were allowed ti | done it. It was a case of local boy 
pay their checks and leave. | makes good and all that sort of 
thing. Whatever Lewis may mean 

anywhere else he’s still the head 


man here, 
A L ph ; ri FE D Maybe Otto Singer, piloting the 
Vanity for years without getting 


one of |anywhere, didn’t know it, and may- 
be he did, but nobody other than 
the mugging, clowning Lewis could 
have drawn the turnout he did the 
opening night. Probably the first 


RADIO’S GREATEST 


time in years thé Ss as 
so many customers at 
It wasn’t a case of going to 


one time. 
the 

Vanity Fair, but attending 
Lewis opening. tegulars who've 


and his the 
been in hiding for a long time came 


ORCHESTRA 


out for this one. 
Ry a coincidence Lewis is back 
FEATURING in the same spot he originally 


| started in around town, only then 
CHARLES DAMERON it was the Trocadero and Lewis a 


; timid, retiring ballad warbler in a 
VOCAL SOLOIST two-act with Johnny Black, the 
songwriter. Consistent years of 


| plugging and developing ultimately 
hoisted Lewis to the top rung of 
cafe entertainers in this town, un- 
til his unfortunate accident several 
years back that all but counted him 
out. Lewis drifted to New Yerk 
after that tragic incident and more 
recently operated t's Olsen Club 


in Hollywood, which he closed a 
OLLY BILL few weeks ago to jump in here. 


N.B.C. 


Blue Network 
Sunday, 12M 


WLW | 


Commercial 
Broadcasting ' 























api | After seeing Lewis work that 
ib ale AND JANE opening night here the observation 
Ov. tem that he’s undergone some change 
og aS can't be denied, but a good deal for 

rs the better. Lewis still has his old 


reliable stooge, Leo Ortego, for de- 
pendable laughs, but even without 


him it wouldn’t make any differ- 

ence. In this town Lewis is a by- 

word with cafedom and anything 

‘he does or doesn’t goes big. That 

: 'evasive local element known as the 

‘CREAM OF WHEAT’ PROGRAM [) mob is strictly Lewisonian. There 


Every Morning Over WJZ at 7:45 
National Broadcasting Company 


were more members of this gentil- 
ity at the opening than in °1l other 
spots combined that night. 

Club seats around 300, but could 











be better laid out. Away from a 
ringside table it’s difficult to see 


‘and hear. One wing of the room 
being so cut off from the floor that 
! Lewis remarked ‘Who's playing in 


4BOYS AND 


| there?’ That may not be a gag 
A GUITAR~ | either. Floor show is minus a 


sticking to special- 
In the group are the 
dancers; Etta Reed, 


fermme lineup, 
ties strictly. 
Ereelle Sisters, 


COLUMBI 


BROADCASTING 


{torch singer; Pauline Blue, blues 
SYSTEM warbler, and Hazel and Klatoff, 
idagio team. Leo Wolf’s ochestra 


PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 


is a pleasing combo, small but ef- | 
THOMAS ROCKWELL i ieetive. oneuate for this spot. 
1776 BROADWAY ' Ata $2 minimum the room shculd 





NEW YORK CiTy make money with Lewis the attrac- 
} tion. Span. 








BROADCASTING THE- 


CAMPBELLS SOUP 


PROGRAMS 


SATURDAYS AND 7:15 2M. 


SUNDAYS..... 





imuay Le 


ispots with a 


j 





Play Kids Radio 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 


‘O-Kay, New York!’ musical 
satirizing radio, has been written 





by Jerry and Allen Rivkin, | 
picture writers, and Sam Coslow. 
Horwin and Rivkin are responsible 


Horwin 


for the book, and Coslow for musie 
and lyrics. 
Possibility that an ether name 


top billings 


Seven Firms Go Radio 


| 


| Disc; Kellogg Sets 26 


Chic 


Foodtown Fops takes to 


ago, Feb. 15. 


the ether Feb. 18 in 18 different 


15-minute disc mu- 


sical program on a twice 
of the 
26 programs slated 
been recorded, with 


weekly 


schedule. Thirteen series of 
have already 


the entertain- 


ment provided by an _ orchestra 
under H. Leopold Spitalny, Chi- | 
cago theatre pit maestro, and a col- | 
lection of warblers from musical | 


Latter in- 
Dennis King, 


comedy and vaudeville. 
clude Guy Robertson, 


Navarro Sisters, daughters of the 
local Panama consul, and Jean 


Maxwell. | 
Spitalny has been contracted for 
the entire series. KYW is the local 
outlet picked by the cereal miller. 
Other commercials carded to go 
radio dise during the current month 
are Keds, a U. S. Rubber Company 
output, Beechnut Food Products, 
Frigidaire, Dutch Masters and Gold 
Seal Associates Music figured on 
by all these except Beechnut. Lat- 
ter is set to release a_ five-time 
weekly mystery serial, starting 
Feb. 25, with five stations in the 
midwest, picked for a starter, 


Grofe’s 2d Concert 


Ferde Grofe will conduct his sec- 
ond concert late in March. At that 
time he will introduce ‘Tabloid,’ his 
composition descriptive of the in- 
side workings of a newspaper, also 
‘Rip Van Winkle.’ 

Another new number will be 
‘Broadway Fantasy,’ composed by 
John McLaughlin. Grofe is making 
the arrangement. 








Fritzel to Frolics 
Chicago, Feb. 15. 
has turned back 
Colosimo’s to Mike Potson, its 
former owner and operator. 

Fritzel goes back to the Frolics in 
which he has an interest, along with 
Ralph Gallet and Jake Adler. 


Mike Fritzel 





FROLICS 
Chicago, Feb. 10. 

With night spots coming and go- 
ing around town these days, the 
Frolics stays on as an independent 
leader in the field. Jake Adler and 
Ralph Gallett have been guiding 
this place for many years and 
they're a couple of boys who seem 
to know the business. 

Current floor show boasts a lay- 
out of real talent and looks like a 
neat bunch of coin was thrown 
over it. Jack Waldron is starting 
his second month here and will 
probably still be there when the 
hot breezes start blowing. Wal- 
dron holds a record at the Frolics, 
something well over a year, set in 
a previous stay. Reason for his 
marathoning is explained by his 


versatility and hard work. With 
shows changing every four or five 
weeks, Waldron always comes 


through with new routines, bits, 
gags and what not. In the present 
frolic he’s doing a _ burlesque on 
Gandhi that’s a scream. 

Billy Rankin still putting on the 








jtures. This 


productions here, and making a Chicago, Feb. 15. 
good job of it. Bunch of girls on Gaston Dumolin, vet radio or- ae. gp 5A 
i l ¥ is at y ‘lassie ’ s P p , Aw 
this floor is probably classier in chestrn tales and with ths elation —CB 
y*ks and vork { most any}, : fir ag 
looks and _M TK th in nm & mM) for over six years, leaves WGN, the = 
other spot in town. Principals in- Trib’ <n thr iiilieal Del 
clude Rome and Dunn, taking a| Trib outlet, in three weeks. Del | 
six-week flier after vande and pic- | Owen, currently in charge of the | SY LVI A 


singing battery 


{did belong in a cafe, being much 
too high class. Outside of the wear 
and tear on the pipes, it’s no cinch 


trving to outpipe a night club mob 

Vercelle Sisters made a descrip- 
tive addition to the show, whil¢ 
| Gypsy Rhoum-Jae is an eye-opene! 
zoubret. Nelle Nelson, an ol 
tandby of the Frolics, is back an 
drawing plenty attention. Miss 
one of those 
tire of. Ted Cook’s band back 
lup the show. Cook was formerly 
a B. & K. m.c. around town, only 
I , deciding to take a band of 
his own out. Span. 


Nelson is 


Phil Davis now with M K 


jerome, 


a period of one year. Denny, how- 
ever, if he pleases, can walk out 
of the NBC sustainings. 

The razor commercigl does not 


| 
never 
| 

| 


nl 
Phil Davis now with M. K.| WJZ and WEAF 
i Jerome Music. _ Victor _ Recording Artist } 


girls hard 


Ms ——_——— — 





Theatre as Broadcasting Studio 
Rented by Radio Advertiser 





Chi Civic Opera Birds Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 


Project of turning the Egyptian, 


1 9 I = 
On Butter Co Ss Jise Hollywood, into the first of a series 
Chicago, Feb 15 of houses devoted to broadcasting 
of air programs awaits the arrival 
I illeé \ ii TY) l t} . . : 
here of the new circult operators, 
( i¢ » f ic One S : ; 
9 Idea of a radio theatre, with reve- 
or 1ts se! Ss of ; adio dis pro ; : 
1 = , } . nue ming irom rent to the ad- 
rrams scheduled for release Feb Lue oor 7 rrom renta “ 
‘ 2g : 4 - *srtiser ) n tu either gives 
2°99 on 38 tations. Tony parade of verti », wh l rn it : 
: wav ir sell admissions to the 
recordings will carry A lic Moc} away O! . 5 A niss : 
. st a roadcasts ame or th 
soprano soloist, a double mixed iged broad » va 1 
: heels of tl ‘ran baki yroad- 
quartet and a 29-piece symphoni ; cia Prat . % on ' ; 
orchestra. cast weekly over KFWB. This takes 
, ; as . Oo ‘ * the stages : he 
Waxings run 15 minutes each, |Place on one of the stages at th 
. . Varnar Pe nth a’ . is rit 7 OC 
with the broadcasting placements | Warner Brother: studio, with 7¢ 


calling for one a week. Commercial |suests, capacity, weekly. Admis- 


ficures assigning the disc to 30 more |Sion is free and the bakery claims 
stations around June 1. a waiting list of 10,000 applicants. 
—---——- —_— First of such broadcasts in the 


Egyptian wou'd be on Saturday 


D ? CBS C > | nights, presenting one of the big 
enny Ss ommercia 9 |hours that uses lots of talent and 
- 1 fun spirit throughout. 
And NBC Sustaining Success of the recent ‘Happy Go 
_ Lucky’ hour performances at the 
Shrine auditorium, without any- 
Jack Denny’s orchestra leaves the |thing but air ballying is another 
Mount Royal Hotel, Montreal, argument in favor of theatre pro- 
after about five years to broadcast | qyction of air entertainment. 
|with the American Safety Razor's oe Si a ae 
Eveready period, CBS, for 26 weeks 
starting March 13. Band leaves Columbo’s Sponsor Vamping 
Canada March 10 and. will broad- Russ Columbo may lose _ his 
cast from New York. sponsor, Listerine, about the middle 
About last October NBC claimed ; of March. Listerine’s 13-week con- 
that it had Denny under contract |tract with NBC expires, and the 
after it took him away from CBS | c«om.nercial will not renew, it is 
and gave the band weekly sustain- | ,, ported. 
ings on its own network. Despit As yet NBC has nothing furthe1 
his new CBS commercial account, |jn yiew for the baritone. 


NBC will continue to use the Denny 
band on its network for bi-weckly 
sustainings. NBC is obligated to 
continue spotting Denny on 
taining broadcasts due to its con- 
tract with the band which was for 








sus- 


MARIAN JM 
“SMACKOUT” 


C.S.T.—Monday, 
» Thursd 


exclusive services 


to take one 


eall for Denny’s 
but permits him 
account. 


more 


1:45 p. m, 
Wednesday 


Brown Loses DeWitt ae 
Feb. 15. WMAQ, Chicago, to NBC- 


WJZ Network 


Tuesday, 
ay and Saturday— 
45 E.8.T. 





Syracuse, 


Over the protests of Julian 5S 
Brown, who built the night club 








at a cost of $250,000 last summer, 
the Cafe DeWitt was leased last 
week to Samuel Trupin by order of 
Federal Judge Bryant in receiver- 
ship action in U. S.’ District Court. 
Lease is for one year. 

Receivers for Brown and for the 
DeWitt Development Corp. closed 
the night cluh two weeks ago and 
declared they could skow more 
profit to creditors if the property 
was leased. Under Brown’s man- 
agement, prior to the receivership, 
the club had an overhead of about 
$7,500 a week. 


Coast Speak Raid 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 





The Voice You Love 


to Hear 


VAUGHN 
DE LEATH 


Radio’s Friendly Singer 
of Friendly Songs 


Columbia Broadcasting System 





Now Appearing in Person 
in RKO Theatres 














Former projection rooms in the 
Producers lab building, recently 
transformed into Hollywood's H A R R Y R E Ss E R 


swankiest speak, was knocked off 
Thursday (11) after only 14 days 
of operation. 

It was raided by Federal officials 
at the lunch hour with 18 patrons, 
mostly picture people, guests at the 
time. Four employees were ar- 
rested, but the guests were not de- 
tained. 

Layout comprised three rooma, 
including a dance floor, and gaming 
wheels. 


BANJO SPECIALIST 
Conducting 


GKeopde Po Gasnas 
Radio’s Oldest Commercial 


Each Friday Evening, 9 to 9:30 E.S.T. 
WEAF, NBC RED NETWORK 








ALLISON and FIELDS 


Broadcasting Daily For 


MILLER FUR CO. 
GOSHEN SHIRT CO. 














WGN’s Baton Switch 














department 
baton. 
sta ff 


vacancy. 


station's production 
will take over Dumolin’s 

Ed Barry of the producer 
slated for the 


fa, of FROOS 


NBC Maragement 
Appearing Regularly 


Owen 














LEO REISMAN 


POND'S PROGRAM ON WEAF OVER A RED NETWORK 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 


9:30 E.S.T.: 8:30 C.S.T.; 7:30 M.T.; 6:30 P.T., N. B. C. 
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ae VARIETY 


JAN. SALES UP, 
AND THEN DIVE 








New York, Feb. 15. 
January started out like an ex- | 

ceptional month for the musi 
business in sheet sales, but 
crumpled toward the end. Publish 
ers reported increased busin 
during the early part of the monih 
and a big slump later. Increa 


’ 


sales during the first part were 


mcre than cancelled by the lull 
later on. 

Marlo Music's ‘Home’ sold strong 
and copped the ace January berth 
from Robbins’ ‘Good Night Sweet- 
heart,’ the No. 1 seller for the past 
three months. Latter slipped to 
No. 3. 

Berlin’s 
with a rush 
the previous 


‘All of Me’ also came up 
and though unlisted in 
survey (December), 
earns No. 2. DeSylva’s ‘Where the 
Blue of the Night,’ which Bing 
Crosby popularized by using as a 
theme song, rated fourth. Witmark’s 
‘Was That the Human Thing to 
Do?’ started out slowly but came 
up fast and rested in No. 5. No. 6 
spot is occupied by ‘Sleepy Time 
Down South’ (Freed-Powers), a 
holdover from December. 

Right on the heels of ‘Sleepy 
Time’ for first sixth rating were ‘By 
the Sycamore Tree’ (Berlin), ‘One 
More Kiss, Then 300d Night’ 
(Morris) and ‘Cuban Love Song’ 
(Robbins). 

Four songs which listed among 
the best six for December disap- 
peared from the current list due 
to loss of strength diving January. 
They were ‘Faded Summer Love,’ 
‘You Try Somebody Else,’ ‘Call Me 
Darling’ and ‘Time On My Hands.’ 

Dise sales were customarily weak 
during January. The Brunswick 
calalog was supported by the re- 
cordings of the Mills Brothers, who 
have been three best sellers among 
the first six, one of which they 
share with Bing Crosby. The latter, 
a recording of a passe song, ‘Dinah,’ 


= 
oP 
E 





Was an experiment by Brunswick 
and proved successful inasmuch as 


the Crosby and Mills Pros. names 
on the discs brought it up among 


the best sellers. 

In the Victor list, Paul White- 
man, who recently returned to the 
Victor banner after an absence of 
some years, has two of his record- 
ings among the first six sellers. 





Chi Weakens 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Trade is slipping off badly again, 
following the heartening surge of 
business during the two previous 
months. Pressure particularly felt 
in the disc field, which has no out- 
standing tune to force sales. 

Sheet music prize list drew a new 
leader to replace the long-running 
‘Good Night Sweetheart. ‘When 
the Moon Comes Over the Moun- 
tain’ finally slipped off the winning 
card, its No. 2 spot being usurped 
by ‘Blue of the Night,’ which came 
up from the fifth rung of the previ- 
ous month. ‘Faded Summer Love’ 
and ‘Call Me Darling’ are also gone 
the way of all hit tunes. 

Just missing the blue 
crowd vere ‘Cuban Love 
‘Sleepy Time Down South’ 
‘Evening in Caroline.’ 

‘Home,’ the ace sheet music tune, 
exhibits something unusual by not 
showing in the prize lists of any of 
the discs. 


ribbon 
Song,’ 
and 


Coast Stands Up 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 

Sheet music sales fluctuated a lot 
during the past month, but all in 
all proved almost up to December, 
the peak of 1931. ‘Goodnight Sweet- 
heart’ held up well in top spot un- 
til the last week, then started slid- 
ing out of sight. ‘Home’ showed 
promise in a steady climb from 
nothing up to first for the last 
week. 

Dise sales brightened up a 
and showed promise of 
back to a profitable basis. 


bit 
coming 





23-Year-Old Conductor 
In Brooklyn Par Pit 


John W. Green, 
poser-arranger, 


23-year-old com- 
goes into the 
3rooklyn Paramount as pit or- 
chestra leader in three weeks. 
Orch will be augmented from its 
present 22 pieces to 28 for Green's 
debut. 

Green is under a songwriting con- 
tract to Famous Music, Par sub- 
sidiary. 


MUSIC 


Tuesday, February 16, ae 











OF SALES MADE DURING JANUARY BY THE LEADING MUSI 











JANUARY MUSIC SURVEY 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTE 


C JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 





6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
Reported by Leading Jobbers 













































































NEW YORK CHICAGO _ LOS ANGELES 
No. 1—SONG ‘Home’ a Se Gig ‘Good Night, ‘Sweetheart’ ——e 
o. 2——-SONG ‘All of Me’ 7 ‘Where | the Blue of the. Night’ ‘Where the » Blue of the | Night’ a. 
No. 3—SONG ‘Good Night, , Sweetheart’ | Good Night, Sweetheart’ ‘Sleepy Time Down, [ SE 
No. 4—SONG ‘Where the Blue of the Night’ ‘All of Me’ nce 9 See 
No. 6>—SONG ‘Was That the Human Thing to Do?’ ‘Now Is the Time to Fall. in | Love’ ‘Call Me Darling’ ities 
No. . 6—SONG ‘ eae ‘Sleepy Time Down South’ ‘By th ‘the Sycamore Tree’ ‘Faded Summer Love’ ‘oval 
a 





ee 


3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsible for the major saies only are reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 


sales, both sides 


are mentioned: 





BRUNSWICK—No. 1 ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ ‘Laugh Parade,’ 


ley (Abe Lyman Orch.) 


Med- 


‘Dinah’ 


(Bing Crosby and Mills Bros.) |‘Dinah’ (Bing Crosby and Mills Bros.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 2 ‘Tiger Rag’ (Mills Bros.) ‘You Rascal, You’ (Mills Bros.) ‘Scandals’ Gems (Vic Young Orch, 
Bing Crosby, Boswell Sis., Mills Bros, 
ae _ rank _ Munn.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 3 
BRUNSWICK—No. 4 


‘Dinah’ (Mills Bros. and Bing Crosby) 
‘All of Me,’ ‘When We're Alone’ (Tom 


Gerun Orch.) 





‘Nobo 


‘When We’ re Alone’ 








(Tom Gerun Orch.) 


‘Ev’ning in Caroline’ _(Boswel ML _Sis.) 
‘| Hear’ (Don Redmond Orch.) 


dy’s Sweetheart’ (Mills Bros.) 








BRUNSWICK—No. 6 ‘You Rascal, You’ (Mills Bros.) 








BRUNSWICK—No. 6 ‘Kickin’ the Gong Around’ (Cab Callo- 


way Ore h. ) 


‘How 











‘Where the Blue of the Night’ (Bing 
Crosby) 


Renard Orch.) 


‘Baby, Won’t You Please Come Home’ 
(Mills Bros.) 


‘Blue of the Night’ ( (Bing Crosby) 


Ji ac ques 





Long W Will it Last?’ 





COLUMBIA—No. 1 ‘Too Late,’ ‘River, Stay "Way from My 





‘River, Stay ’Way from My Door’ (Guy 


_--—— 


‘Chinatown’ (Louis Armstrong's Orch.) 


































































































Door’ (Guy Lombardo Orch. and Lombardo Orch.) 
Kate Smith) 

COLUMBIA—Neo. 2 ‘Oh! What a Thrill,” ‘Good Night, |‘You Can Depend On Me’ (Louis Arm-|‘Too Late,’ ‘River, Stay ’Way’ (Guy 
Moon’ (Ben Selvin Orch.) aaa strong Orch. ) _ Lombardo Orch. and Kate Smith) 

COLUMBIA—No. 8 ‘| Promise You,’ ‘Home’ (Ted Wallace |‘Can’t Stop Me from Loving You’ ‘Ooh, That Kiss’ (Dorsey Bros. Orch.) 
Boys) (Ethel Waters) 

COLUMBIA—No. 4 —_ Love Song,’ ‘Too Late’ (Ruth | ‘Good Night, Moon’ (Ben Selwin Orch.) | ‘Cuban Love Song’ (Ruth Etting) 

tting) 

COLUMBIA—No. 5 ‘An Ev’ ning in Caroline,’ ‘Old Play- |‘All of Me’ (Ben Selvin Orch.) ‘Good Night Moon’ (Ben Selvin Orch.) 
mate’ (Ted Lewis Band) ; 

COLUMBIA—No. 6 ‘That’s Why Darkies Were Born,’ ‘Tell |‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Guy Lom- | ‘Harvest Moon’ (Ethel Waters) 

. Me with a Love Song’ (Kate Smith) bardo Orch.) 
VICTOR—No. 1 ‘Ooh, That Kiss,’ ‘You’re My Every- , ‘Delicious’ (Nat Shilkret Orch.) ‘Home,’ ‘1 Promise You’ (Van Steeden 
_ thing’ (Ohman Orch.) iw _ Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 2 ‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Wayne King | ‘All of Me’ (Paul Whiteman Orch.) ‘Lady of Spain’ (London Mayfair 
Orch.) Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 3 ‘Sleepy Time Down South,’ ‘Can’t You | ‘Paradise’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) ‘Two Loves’ (Ted Black Orch.) 
See’ (Paul Whiteman’s Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 4 ‘Home,’ ‘Il Promise You’ (Peter Van] ‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Wayne King |‘When We're Alone’ (Arden-Ohman 
Steeden Orch.) Orch.) Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 8 ‘Night Was Made for Love,’ ‘She Didn’t | ‘Two Loves,’ ‘Ev’ning in Caroline’ (Ted | ‘Of Thee | Sing,’ ‘Who Cares’ (Arden- 
Say ‘Yes’’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) Black Orch.) Ohman Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 6 ‘All of Me,’ ‘By the Sycamore Tree’|‘Lazy River’ (Wayne King Orch.) ‘Blue of the Night’ (Russ Columbo) 








(Paul Whiteman’s Orch.) _ 

















nti 





Inside Stufl—Music 


An increase claimed in the sales of pianos and the resultant increase 
in the home use of standard and classical music is leading some mem- 
bers of the industry to believe that the sales of popular sheet music may 
stage a comeback. 

That a revival of interest in the personal performance on pianos has 
and is taking place is evidenced through the figures of ‘Business Week’ 
on piano sales for the year 1931,. sent out to publishers by the Music 
Publishers’ Protective Ass'n. This letter states that one piano firm 
showed an increase of 22%% in the number of pianos sold in the first 
10 months of 1931 compared with the same period in 1930. 

The reason for the increase of interest in piano playing is believed by 
some to be due to educational music broadcasts such as the Walter Dam- 
rosch programs. It is also evidenced in the fact that Carl Fischer, tying 
up with an NBC music educational series, has been publishing a series 
of booklets tying up with the broadcasts. At first the booklets were 
given away gratis to all who wrote for them. Now they are being sold 
for 10c. And Fischer is making money on them, 








One of the leading music stores in Los Angeles has a crew of sales- 
girls who are loyal to their pet crooner. This chap and another quite 
similar went east about the same time and both are now making records. 
Girls know both boys, who used to drcp in and hear other crooners’ rec- 
ords before they were in the money. They feel that the one they dis- 
like copped the style of their fav and make no bones about it. 

Getting a record or song with the second one’s name on it is almost 
impossible in this store. The girls either can’t find the desired number 
or are out of it. Meanwhile they're pushing all the platters and num- 
bers made by their favorite. 





Aithough the record division of the Brunswick company has been sold 
to an independent firm, the recording jobs of the Brunswick artists in 
the midwest are still being handled by the Chicago branch of the mother 
Brunswick Recording company, the Warner Brothers’ subsidiary. 

This contract for the recordings has just been entered into, and is 
merely to take care of the Brunswick artists and bands located in and 





0 ep 8s Res — 


near Chicago, The Brunswick Record company (as distinct from the 
Brunswick Recording company) has its own studio for its phonograph 
disking in the east. 

Main midwest waxings at present are the Ben Bernie and Isham Jones 
bands. 


With the United States now unable to join the Berne convention even 
if desirous of doing so, it is reported the Patents Committee will intro- 
duce a bill in the House of Representatives recommending membership 
in the Rome Convention. Latter is a revision of the Berne 
with less of an international membership. 

The U. S. is now unable to join the Berne Cor 


Convention, 


vention, due to the latter 


——- |} 


the Rome Convention may be joined by countries not members of thé 
Berne Convention and desiring automatic international copyright pros 
tection. 


Milton Schwartzwald, in charge of all orchestras for RKO and actively 
manipulating the RKO radio period, has a platter of every RKO broad- 
cast to date, 

Device is at his home and is turned on to pick up his program, after 
which he can return to go over the routine note by note. Method also 


serves as a squawk alibier if accused of omitting this or that from the 
schedule, etc, 





Cab Calloway is peeved at members of his family, and persons who 
say they are his relatives, who are attempting to cash in on his cur- 
rent rep. There's a girl playing dancehalls by the name of Jean 
Calloway who claims to be the colored orchestra leader's cousin and 
plays up the Calloway name. Then there’s Cab’s brother, Elmer, play- 
ing night clubs, and who bills himself as ‘Cab Calloway’s brother.’ 

There is also Cab’s sister, Blanche, who last week billed herself at 
Proctor’s Newark as ‘Cab Calloway’s Sister. There is also a band 
billed as ‘Calloway and his Orchestra’ playing Chicago which is caus- 
ing Cab another headache. 


Because of his divorce troubles, Nacio Herb Brown refrained from 
publishing anything during the past year. He has spent most of this 
time in New York and Reno. 

But now, back in Hollywood, Brown has about a half dozen numbers 
ready for publication. Some of the sheets were written and held, due 
to the financial tangle resulting from the divorce. 





George Marlo, publisher of ‘Home,’ the No. 1 best seller in sheet music, 
has been in the publishing business for but six months. Previous to his 
publishing venture, Marlo was with DeSylva, Brown & Henderson. 

Having a No. 1 song after but six months in business is a freak in 
the music business that hasn’t happened in some time. Associated with 
Marlo is Sam Wigler, who previously also was with DeSylva. 





——_—, 


Suing Summer Camp 
American Society and DeSylva, 
Brown & Henderson have brought 


L. A. Songwriters Suing 
For ‘Lucky Day’ Profits 


° . + rw ‘ ot ‘ 15. 
suit in U. S. Court, Northern Dis- Rene aii” an eee com- 
trict of New Y ork, against the al- posers ‘of 14 lyrics of Lucky Day,’ 


leged proprietex and a group of as- 


, have brou sui an accounting 
sociates, of Becker’s Camp at Eagle ght suit for an acc 


and injunction from further usé 


Bay, N. Y., for playing or permit- against the Hollywood Production 
ting to be played, ‘Walking My|cCo., Arthur Silber, and John Doe 


Baby Back Home,’ without permis- 
sion of the copyright owners. 
Defense of Becker's attorneys is 


Kline. 
Writers 
was 50% 


a greement 
that they 


claim their 
of the profits, 








closing its membership lists at tlhe end of 1931. From this year on only 





that he did not operate Becker's | believe profits to date are over $25,- 
Camp in 1931 when the alleged 000, but have not collected anys 
violations occurred. thing 


oo 
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JESS CRAWFORD’S TOUR 





Organ Recitals Outside Theatres— 
Leaving Publix March 1 








“Qne More Kiss Then 
Goodnight” 


“Somebody Loves You” 


“What Makes You So 
Adorable?”’ 





JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO. 


1587 Broadway, New York 


“Marta” 
“Father of the Land We Love” 


George M. Cohan’s Washington Tribute 
“Mama Don’t Want No Peas 
an’ Rice an’ Cocoanut Oil” 


“Adios Muchachos” 
(“Good-Bye Boys’) 
As Sung by Rudy Vallee 


And the Greatest Standard Catalogue 
in the Business 


EDW. B. MARKS MUSIC CO. 


225 W. 46th St.. New York 





Reported that Jesse Crawford will 
embark on @ concert tour under the 
auspices of churches and schools 
after March 1 when his contract 
with Paramount-Publix expires. 





Organist is now negotiating, plan- 
to give two concerts a week. 
| Tour will have nothing te do with 
| NBC, over whose network Crawford 
lis broadcasting. 


| 


‘SOC. MAY SEEK RAISE 
IN THEATRE TAX FEE 


ning 


















VALKIE HEF: 





RADIO, DANCE 


SPAIN” 
AND ENDS }' 


“LADY OF 


“MY WORLD BEGINS 
WITH YOU” 


“LOOK, HERE COMES A 
RAINBOW” 

“KISS ME GOOD NIGHT, NOT f 
GOODBYE” | 


“SOUTHERN MOON” 


SAM FOX PUB. CO. | 


158-160 West 45th St., New York 
(Cleveland—Chicago—Los Angeles) 





| IRVING BERLIN, Inc 


ALL OF ME” 
“BY THE SYCAMORE TREE” 


Irving Berlin's Latest 
“I'LL MISS YOU IN THE EVENING” 


“I WANNA COUNT SHEEP TILL 
rHE COWS COME HOME” 


“TIME ALONE WILL TELL” 


European Sensation 
“STRANGERS” 


1607 Broadway, New York 





Sing Santly’s Songs |, 

“STAR LIGHT” 

“CAROLINA’S CALLING ME” J} 
“CALL ME DARLING” 


“NEXT TO YOUR MOTHER 
(Who Do You Love)” 


“TELL ME WHILE WE'RE |) 
DANCING” | 


SANTLY BROS., INC. 


755 7th Ave. New York City || 








122,000,000 Birthdays in U. S. 
Annually 


“Another Candle on Your 
Birthday Cake” 


Always a Request, Only Number 
Suitable for This Occasion 


“Time on My Hands” 
“Two Loves” 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 
62 W. 45th St., New York 





Famous Music Corp. 
CURRENT HITS 


“When We're Alone” 
(Penthouse Serenade) 


“Who's Your Little Who-Zis” 





“Rain on the Roof” 
“Tired” 


Shortly to be released, 3 hit songs frem 
Maurice Chevalier’s Paramount— 
“One Hour With You’’ 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 
719-7th Ave., New York 








raise 


Along with the of radio 
license fees now under consideration 
the American Society of Composers, 
| Atoms & Publishers may take 
to raise its theatre tax. A 
rate for licensing 
performance of music is 


to under consideration 


|; Steps 
;hew 


} 


for the 


now said be 
| | the Society, 
| The motion picture theatre li- 
;censes which the American Society 
|; handles have nothing to do with the 


|ticenses which the Music Publish- 
|| ers: Protective Association issue. 
latter licenses for recording 


| The 
rrivileges while American So- 


taxes for the performance of 


the 


| 

| American Society’s standing the- 
atre license fee is 10c, per seat per 

The majority of Society mem- 

| bers have considered this rate to be 


| year. 


too low. 
On its new radio rates the So- 
ciety still has not sanctioned any 


method of licensing, although 
committee appointed by 
Society has been working on a 
method of licensing since Oc- 
itohber and was supposed to have its 
% pert in by Feb. 1. 


nae 
ithe radio 
| the 
new 





| Petrillo Rewrites Job 





Witmarks-Hitmarks 
“Was That the Human 
Thing to Do?” 

“Put That Sun Back in 
the Sky” 

“By a Rippling Stream” 
“Where Were You Last 
Night?” 

M. WITMARK & SONS 
1657 Broadway, New York 


Scale; Cuts Tux Extra 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
n contractors around 
are feeling happier since the 
union last week revised 


a 
Musicia 
1 te wn 


musicians’ 


its jobbing scale downward and 
removed some of its old regula- 
tions in regard to spot musical 


Se bs, 


One of the biggest items for the 
jobbing agents was the removal 
the dollar extra tip per man 
when the musicians had to wear 
tuxedoes. Also eliminated were the 
exiva charges for all holidays, with 


b- 





Remick Hits 


“CAN’T WE TALK IT OVER?” 


“THE MORE YOU HURT ME” 








“WHERE THE LILIES OF THE 
VALLEY GROW” 


“WHY DID IT HAVE TO 
BE ME?” 


“TOO LATE” 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1657 Broadway, New York 





“Kiss Me Good Night” 
“When Nobody Else Is 
Around” 
“Where the Blue of the 
Night” 

“How Can You Say You 
Love Me”’ 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 


the one exception of New Year's 
aay. 

Bonus for musicians doubling on 
more than one instrument has been 
sliced from $3 to $2, Termination 
clause also rewritten, changing the 
closing hour from 12 midnight to 
1 A. M., though the standard length 
of the job is still at three hours, 
anything over that going into over- 
time, 

Contractors figure that the job- 
binge buz is a cinch to build on ac- 
count of these changes, since the 
clubs and frats these days are 
howling over these small items 
where formerly they used to let it 
pass. Most ’em got peeved about 





the extra tips for tuxedoes and 








HARMS’ HITS 


“WHAT A LIFE” 
“CLOSE YOUR EYES” 
“DANCING ON THE CEILING” 
“| DON’T SUPPOSE” 
“GOOPY GEER” 


PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 
1657 Broadway, New York 





AGER, YELLEN & 
BORNSTEIN, Inc. 


“AUF WIEDERSEHEN MY DEAR” 
“SING A NEW SONG” 
“YOU'RE FOOLIN’ YOURSELF 
(When You Try to Fool Me)” 
“I'M LOST WITHOUT YOU, SALLY’ 


“THERE'S A MILLION WAYS TO 
SAY I LOVE YOU” 


“ONE LITTLE QUARREL” 
“TELL ME WITH A LOVE SONG” 
745 7th Ave., New York 


past-midnight overtime and often 
would do without musicians alto- 
cether and be satisfied with the 


radio. 





Bruns. Grabs Lombardo 


Lombardo’s orchestra has 
been placed under a recording con- 
tract to Brunswick instead of Vic- 
|tor, as was previously reported. 
Victor had the first bid in for 
Lombardo and the orchestra was 
tically set when srunswick 
pped in with a better offer. 
Prunswick’s contract with Lom- 
barde, who previously recorded for 


Guy 





| prac 


| ete 








Variety In Hits 
“Devil and Deep Blue Sea” 
“You Rascal, You” 
“Twenty-One Years” 
“Bells of Avalon’ 
“Wrong Number” 
“Blues in My Heart” 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
150 W. 46th St., New York 


_ 








“LET THAT BE A LESSON TO YOU” 
“TELL-TALES” 
“LULLABY LADY (FROM 
HUSHABYE LANE)” 


OLMAN Music Corp. 


745-7th Ave., New York 


is 


or for one year. 


} ri j- 
wlumbia, 


PHIL SUBS FOR YASCHA 


hil Spitalny will be guest con- 
ductor for the Capitol theatre, New 
York, pit orchestra for two weeks 
starting this Friday (19). 

Spitalny will conduct during the 











“Oh What a Thrill” 
“Shadows on the Window” 
“My Little Swanee Sue” 
“Waltz Me to Sieep in 
Your Arms” 


Davis, Coots & Engel, Inc. 
719-7th Ave., New York 


+ 


wecks Yascha Bunchuk vaca- 
in Havana, 


WO 
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Mills’ Coast Trip 
ving Mills plans to sail for 
Feb. 18 to remain 


the 
four 


Coast 
Wee 


ns 


j tie will retura by train. 











theatre. | 





PAUL AND GEORGE 


Whiteman - Gershwin Planning 


Benefit Concert 
Paul Whiteman mav hold 
concert 


a bene- 
with George 
instead the slated 
28 at Waldorf-Astoria, 
York, which was called off 
Whiteman 
| celled his 
Ferde Grofe cot to New 
with his ‘Grand 
which Grofe wrote 
Whiteman claims 
the composer. 


fit Gershwin, 
Feb. 


New 


of one for 


the 
can- 


was said to have 


iginal concert because 
York first 
Canvon 


but 


bought 


o! 
Suite,’ 
which 


he from 





SONG CLAIMANT WARNS 
PUBLISHER, THEN RADIO 


Musie Co, that 
the latter’s song ‘Starlight,’ is an 
infringement on a tune written by 
Marion Newcombe of Fargo, North 
Dakota, the latter's attorneys 
Commy, Johnson & Commy, of 
Fargo, notified every mid-western 
radio station, NBC, CBS and sev- 
eral name radio artists not to 
broadcast the song. 


Warning Santly 


This procedure is unusual in the 
music industry where §infringe- 
mcnt suits almost daily, but 
are usually adjusted out of court. 
Santly Music sent out letters to all 
radio stations, artists and music 
dealers, stating that the song was 
not an infringement and pledging 
themselves to defend the parties 
oncerned. 


arise 


Santly’s song was published early 
in December and written by Joe 
Young and Bernice Petkers. Miss 
Newcombe’s song, of the same title, 
was copyrighted some time prior to 
Santly’s song, but far as is 
known, is unpublished. Santly’s at- 
torneys, Golde & Gumm, requested 
that a copy of Miss Newcombe’s 
song be sent to them for examina- 
tion, but the request was refused. 

Santly declares Miss Newcombe’s 
tune is a waltz and Santly’s a Fox 
trot, 

Miss Newcombe’s attorneys have 
not filed any suit. <All they have 
stated to Santly is that the song is 
an infringement and have demanded 
that Santly cease publication. The 
notifications to radio stations not 
to broadcast the song were issued 
before Santly’s attorneys had a 
chance to reply to Miss Newcombe’s 
letter. 

Santly is now investigating both 
Miss Newcombe and the attorneys 
Commy, Johnson & Commy and if 
the publishers find that both or 
either have any responsibility, say 
they will sue fur damages caused by 
the letters of warning to radio sta- 
tions, artists and music dealers, 


as 





Music on Order 


Moscow, Feb. 7. 
for the 15th an- 
Soviet revolution 
next November, the Musical Pub- 
lishing Trust here has ordered 
operas, symphonies and other musi- 
eal goods from a number of leading 
Soviet compos 1 The orders in- 
clude the following: 

From composer Myaskovsky — 
‘Collective Farm Symphony.’ 

Composer Shebalii—’Poem About 
Lenin.’ 

Gnyesin—‘Soviet Peoples at Con- 
struction.’ 

Krein—‘Symphony of the Revyolu- 
tion.’ 

Belin—A symphonic cycle on the 
subject, ‘The West and We.’ 


In preparation 
niversary of the 


Santly Bros. in Canada 


Santly Prothers, music 
ers, are opening a Canadian 
to offset the rate of exchange and 
to boost Canadian musie. 


publish- 
office 


Probably one of the first pub- 
lishers to make a drive for Cana- 
dian sheet music, 


Mills’ English Leader 

A colored orchestra leader, Baron 
Lee, recently arrived from England, 
has been engaged by Irving Mills to 
the Mills’ Blue Rhythm band. 
Lee will get billing with the turn 
renamed Baran jjue Khytt 


Land. 


lead 


r 
IsfE S 
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Disc Companies Say That Business 
May Come Back, but Salaries Wont 


+ 


During the past year the majority 
of the disc companies have elim- 
inated their overhead in such a 
manner that they can show a profit 
on the present iimited of 
sales. 


The bulk of 


amount 


the overhead cut has 


been in the talent line. All artists 
who were arbitrary in their demand 
were cut loose by the recording 
companies. 

Due to this re-adjustment, one 
major company claims that a dise 
averaging only 20,000 in sales can 
show a profit. 

Sales, though, are currently at 
such a low ebb that the majority 
of platters are not reaching 20,000, 
Nevertheless, the disc companies 
|jare optimistic. They contend the 


poor business conditions in the dise 


field are simply in keeping with 
current economic conditions in all 
lines. 

Sut large salaries for dise artists 


are forever washed record- 
ing companies. 

The all-time high recording sal- 
ary was received by Al Jolson, who 
got $110,000 for ‘Sonny Boy.’ Jolson 
got $5,000 for actual recording and 
royalty on around 2,000,000 dises. 


10 MORE ROXY WEEKS 
FOR WARING AT $6,500 


Upon completion of a 


up, Say 





six weeks’ 


contract at the Roxy, New York, 
Friday (12), Fox exercised its op- 


tion o: Fred Waring’s Pennsylva- 
nians for an additional 10 weeks. 

With renewal under contract, ne- 
gotiated for Waring by Johnny 
O'Connor at the same figure, $6,500, 
Waring is placed in charge of all 
music, virtually making him the 
Roxy musical director. Figure of 
$6,500 covers Waring and his own 
18 musicians, house paying for bal- 
ance of the pit orchestra. 





RCA-Victor Gets Verdict 
Against Tex. Swann Co. 


Dallas, Feb. 15. 

RCA-Victor was cleared of trust 
allegations and at the same time 
awarded judgement for $106,882, plus 
interest, against the T. E. Swann 
Co., former distribs for Texas-Okla., 
in Federal court here last Friday 
(12). 

RCA brought suit for $178,000 of 
promissory notes, less” returned 
merchandise, asking the full amount. 
In defense, Swann set up defective 
product, price control, trade restric- 
tion, and unlawfully compelling dis- 
tribs to exclusive agency. Jury spe- 
cifically upheld RCA on all points. 


DOX Official Band 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
George Hemme heads a 14-piece 
orchestra whic has been assembled 





on the Coast to be picked up in 
New York by the German plane, 
DOX, in its trans-Atlantic fight. 


Band is playing gratis aboard the 
plane in return for permission to 
call itself the ‘official DOX orches- 
tra,’ and will one-night its way to 
New York shortly under that title. 

J. L. Bors is managing. 
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and His Orchestra 
CLUB FORREST 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
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“Variety's” 





HOLLYWOOD 


Angeles 


Office, 6282 Hollywood Bivd., at Vine St. (Taft Bldg.) 
Phone Hollywood 6141 

















Done Cabe 
the El Mirador 
the Broadmoor 


orcenestra moves 
Palm Springs, to 





ver. Bob Phillips combo replaces 
Cabe at Palm Springs. 

Charles gchruth, Los Angel 
building contractor, has leased the 
Orange Grove, chronic legit dark 
spot, and is angeling ‘The Enemy 
for Warren Millais and Ralph Her- 
man, 

Andy Gunnard here from Seattle 


to get people for a stock eo. at the 
Woore there. Angling for film names 
for his guest star policy. 


Country club, Den- | 


’ 1 i nit 
ne oO Carl 
\I \\ Int I’, « 
~S pre to cover 
hanges 
| Before starting 
term, Ma een O 
Universal as femn 
Kid.’ 


California 
Ass'n. opened 
Vanderegrift 
office, 
lounge, 


ness 


Joe Cornbleth 


ne lead in 


building. 


rehearsal 


t] ere pi king up | 
Torney girls from 


M. needs a gap- 


up eastern route 
on het Metro 
Sullivan goes to 


Artists’ 
clubrooms in 


Protective 
the 
busi- 
and 


Has a 
hall 


left 
where he 


Lyons & 
was in 
Will be on his 


the 





Looks like Chicago as an auxil-|Lyons agency 
liary production spot for Fanchon| charge of vaude. 
& Marco. Leon Leonidoff left Feb. | own. 

-_- — 
8d half (24-26) 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 54) 


Fern Dale Armando & Lita 
PORTLAND Don Carroll 
Paramount (18) International Rev 
*‘Chains’ Sunkist Ens 
Gole & Raye SPR’GF’LD, MASS. 
Frank Stever Fox Poli (19) 


Karels & Kay ‘Montmartre’ I 


Georgene & Henry | ann Codee 
Sunkiot Br s Roy Rogers 
ey ete Julian & Marjorie 
“_— = Dave Robel 
‘ +e ( 8) Henry Phillips 
Art Gallery’ I De Valery Co 
Felovis ¢ 


Eddie Cole ST. LOUIS 


8 Society Steppers Fox (19) 
Josephine ‘Stitch in Time’ I 
Cachalots TOLEDO 
Olga & Lester Paramount (19) 
Herculean 3 ‘Aloha’ I 

La Marr Bros Ryan & Noblette 


Briants 
Gordon's 
Kikutas 


Mavis & Ted 
Marion & Kath'’ne 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Dogs 


Fox (17) Gaylenne & DuR 
‘Star Night’ I TORONTO 
Betty Compson Imperial (19) 
Bteve Savage ‘Parasols’ I 
Danny Beck Sheldon & Frayne 
Anna Chang Capt. Mauss 
Consuelo Gonzales Boyce Combe 
Roy Bradley Mignone 


Lillian Price Ray Angwin 


Paul Jones Sunkist Ens 
Julian Hall VANCOUVN ER 
Judy & Sam Strand (18) 


‘Once Upon a Time’ 
Ray Ellis & LaRue 


Dorothy June 


Sth Ave. (18) Keith Wilbur 
*Reflections’ IL D & H Blossom 
A Robins Franklyn Record 
Marietta Sunkist Fins : 
trauman Hess & V WASHINGTON 
Don Neece Fox (19) 
Sunkist Ens ‘Hot Java’ I 

SHREVEPORT Caligary Bros 

Strand Armanda Chirot 
*Vacation Days’ I Noree 
Zelda Santley 3 Samuels Bros 


Vincent Yerro 

Sunkist Ens 
WORCESTER 
Palace (19) 


8 Jacks & Queen 
Wilmot & Peters 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Kathleen Kay 
Sunkist Ens ‘Greetings’ I 
SPOKANE Del Chain 
Fox Lamberti _ 
ist half (19-21) J & H Griffith 
‘Limehouse Nights’ | Buster & Brown 
V & EB Stanton Dorothy Thieme 
Wing Wah Tr Collenette Ens 


WARNER 











BAYONNE 2d half (18-21) 
Dewitt (19) 3 Martells 
Harry Hines Foster & Van 
(Four to fill) Florrie LaVere 
(12) Hilton & Garron 
Monroe & Grant Y’gst’rs of Y'st'rd'y 
Herr Ashley & K CHICAGO 
Chris Charlton Stratford 
Carney & Jean 2d half (17-20) 
Cunningham & C Little Pipifax 
CHESTER G & M Eline 
Stanley 3 Reo Bros 


ist half (22-24) 
Franklyn & Royce 


Roy Cummings 
M’ry & Pl’t’'m B’d's 


King & Burnett Jerry Ross _ 
Watson & Cohan ELIZABETH 
(Two to fill) Rit 


z 
1st half (20-23 
O'Connor Fam 
Erma Ward Co 
(One to fill) 


2a half (25-28) 
Serge Flash 
Sweet & Hot 
(Three to fill) 








RKO STATE LAKE 


CHICAGO 


“LADY WITH A PAST” 


With CONSTANCE BENNETT, 
BEN LYON and 
DAVID MANNERS 
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KNICKERBOCKER 


BH ADJOINING PALMOLIVE BLDG (OPPOSITE THE DRAKE) SE 
SPECIAL RATES TO THE PROFESSION 


FOR SALE 








Lady will sell beautiful dance frocks 
and wrap suitable stage wear; also fine 
fur coat and riding boots. Private, bar- 
gains. RHinelander 4-1698 at noon. 


Talent & Merit 

Paxton 

(One to fill) 

2d half (17-19) 

Smith Rogers.& E 

O’Connor Fam 

Boyle & Della 
ELMIRA 

Keeney (25) 

Darling 2 

(18) 

Mel Kiee 

Young & 

Ed Blum 

Calvert Irving & H 

DRIE 


Mack Rev 


Warner 
Ist half (22-24) 
Darling 2 
Helen Kane 
Uptown Sinclair 
(One to fill) 
2d half (25-28) 


Jean Bedini Co 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (18-21) 


Fenner & Bergard 
Travers & Gray 
Kath Red Dexter 
O’Connor Fam 
HOBOKEN 
Fabian 
Ist half (20-23) 
Talent & Merit 
O'Connor Fam 
Paxton 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
(To fill) 
JAMAICA 
Alden (20) 
Bob Albright 
(Four to fill) 
(13) 
Smith Elephants 
Bernard & Wright 
Jacks’n Gardn’r Co 
Johnny Tyrell 
Joe Marks 
JAMEST’WN, N. Y. 
Palace (17) 
Jean Carr 
Schwartz & Clifford 
(Two to fill) 
LANCASTER, PA. 
Capitol (25) 
Franklyn & Royce 
King & Burnett 
Parker Weinberg 
Burt & Lee 
Picard’s Syne'’ators 
8) 


3 Clark Sis 
White & Agnew 
Serge Flash 
Connie & Ben 
Cleo Balcom Co 
LAWRENCE 
Warner (25) 
Thomas 5 
Renoff Renova & B 
(One to fill) 
(18) 
W Jenniere & B 
Margie Coates 
Young. Kam Tr 
MONTCLAIR, N, J. 


Montctair 
Ist half (22-24) 
Fulton & Mack 
Billy Hayes Co 
Rice & Werner 
(One to filly 


2d half (25-28) 
Alice's Pets 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (18-21) 
Merle's Cockatoos 
Chrone & Burton 
Paul Morton 
Herb Ashley & K 

NEW HAVEN 

Sherman (19) 
Agemos 
Irving Edwards 
26th Century Rev 
O'Brien & Hewitt 
B & J Brown 

(12) 
Renoff Renova & B 
Joe Wong 
Talent & Merit 
Al Hall & Jr 
Geraldine & Joe 
Jim MeWilliams 
NEW LONDON 
Garde (11) 
2 Castles 
6 Saxonettes 
Tewis & Dody 
Geo Berkoff Co 
PHILADELPHIA 
Circle 

Ist half (20-23) 
Pat Daly 
Rome & 
Sweet & 


Gaut 
Hot 
or 
24-26) 
& me hae y 


Johnny Pastine 
King & Burnett 
Parker Weinberg 
Saul Brilliant 
Picard’s Co 

Barle (20) 
Reynolds & White 





Swifts 

gernice & Emily 
Jim McWilliams 
Billy Maples Co 
(One to fill) 

(13) 
Ward 
Sharp & M 
Mack 


Erma 
Major 
Maddox & 
Krivets Co 
Glad Rags 
Sylvia Clark 
Cannon & Lee 
Mastbaum (19) 
Harry Burns Co 
3 Swifts 
Beth Pitt 
Dolores Eddy & D 
Milton Berle 
Evelyn Hoey 
(12) 
Ted Lewis Co 
State 
Ist half (20-23) 
Johnny Pastine 
Levan & Bolles 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
Lydia Harris 
Pat Daly 
Rome & Gaut 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (17-19) 
Paul Nolan 
Marty & Nancy 
McL’ghlin & Evans 
Cliff Crane 
Campus Frolics 
Uptown 
ist half (20-23) 
Picard’s Co 
(Four to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
Johnny Pastine 
Levan & Bolles 
Campus Frolics 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (17-19) 
Melva Sis 
Edwards & Sanford 
Rome & Gaut 
Sweet & Hot 
Jimmy Lyons 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (19) 
Nell Kelly 
Britt Wood 
3 Rhythm Dancers 
Monroe & Grant 
3 Rio Bros 
(12) 
8 Swifts 
Sue Carol 
J & J McKenna 
Darling 2 
Nick Stuart 
READING 
Astor 
Ist half (22-24) 
Ch Blossom & June 
Serge Flash 
Mel Klee 
shat td to Fal’s 


2d half (18-21) 
Dotson 
Chamberlin & H 
Honey Tr 
Franklyn & Royce 
J&wN Kelly 
Barry & Lancaster 

SMARON, PA, 

Columbia (20) 
W'rthy & Th'mps’n 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
5 Nelsons 

UTICA 
Stanley 

Ist half (22-24) 
Slim Timblin 
Bob Hope 
Antics of 1932 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (25-28) 
Thomas 5 
(Four to fill) 

2d half (18-21) 
Cole Bros 
Mack Harold & B 
Liazeed Arabs 
Uptown Sinclair 
Lange & Haley 

WASHINGTON 

Earle (20) 
Pierce & Velie 
Earl LaVere 


Keller Sis & Lynch 
Toto 

(13) 
Russian HKevels 


C Blossom & 
Hill & 
} Sailors 
WATERBURY 
Strand (20) 
Renoff Renova & B 
Sid Lewis 
Mae Wirth, Co 
(Four to fill) 
(13) 
Nataka Tr 
Condos Bros 
Herbert Co 
Pat Hening Co 
Geo Andre 4 
Jean Granese 
WHEELING 
Capitol (25) 


June 
Hoffman 





Hibbitt & Hartman 











NER 2 me 


ENSTITUTION of) INTERNATIONALE 


shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


a 


Jor key | 


Christiansons 
(Three to fill) 

(18) 
Picard & Seal 
W'rthy & Th’mps'n 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Frank Farron 


Doc Baker Co 
WILMINGTON 
Queens 
Ist half (22-24) 


Dotson 

Honey Tr 

tarry & Lancaster 
(One to fill) 


2d half (25-28) 





Hanlon Bros 
Lydia Harris 
Brenks Ind Bd 
Arthur Angel Co 
YORK, PA, 
Strand 
1st half (22-24) 
Margie Coates 
Harmon & Sans 
Young & Mack Rev 
(Two to fill) 


2a half (25-28) 
C Blossom & June 
Honey Tr 
(Three to fill) 


2a half (18-21) 
Jerome & Ryan 
Flapper Freshies 
Ruth Ford 
Kay Hamlin & K 
McD'ld & Paradise 





| Cabaret Bills 





Beaux Arts 


Ruth Goodwin 
Ivon Bouvier 

Lee Gibson 

jetty Wilson 

Grace Mitchell 
Louis Barsoni 
Countess Barsonli 
Ceneral P’k Casino 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 
Connie’s Inn 
Don Redmond Or 
Louise 
Cora Green 
Mae Alex 


Cook 


Baby Cox 
Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 


Snakehips Tucker 


Lois Deppe 

Willie Jackson 

Bon Bon Buddies 
Little Words 


3 Sepia Songbirds 
3 Rhythm Kings 
Cotton Club 


Blue Rhythm 
Leitha Hill 
Hartmanns 
Dorothy Crowley 
Al White 
Old Vienna 
Florie Hutchison 
6 Prater Singers 
Helen Polka Co 
Al Belasco 
Bela Loblov Orch 
Nut Club 
Nutsy Fagan 
La Belle Rose 
4 Eaton Boys 
Texas Redheads 
Jerry Bergen 
Tracy & Burnett 
Joan Sennett 
Enoch Light 
Russian Arts 
Joe Morantz Orch 
Voa Trogzento 
3arra Birs 
Natalya Davis 
Misha Usanoff 
Helen Kazanova 
Gregory Grestrow 
[Irene Kuloff 
Paramount Grill 


Dan Healy 
Peppino & 


Boys 


Orch 





Rhoda 


Ambassadeur 
Carolynne Snowden 
Effie Burton 
Freddy Villani 
Bobby Danders 
Frances Marion 
Maxine Dee 
Al Handler Orch 


Blackhawk 


Gagnon & Broght’n 
Frank Sayer 

Jack Law 

Bob Parker 

Sig Buehl 

Doris Robbins 
Herbie Kay Orch 


Club Alabam 


Patsy McNair 

Germaine LePierre 

Billy Meyers 

Al Wagner 

Elmer Schoebel 

Mary Thorne 

Adele Estes 

Frank Furlett Orch 
Club Dixie 


Joe Allen 
Ruby Abbott 
38 Burke Sis 
Jimmy Noone Orch 
Club Pearson 
Bobby Morris 
Edna Mae Morris 
Honey Sis 
Jinnette Vallon 
Muriel Parker 
Dot Myers 
Matt Berger Orch 
College Inn 
Jack & Pet Reese 
Albertina 
3 Flashes 
Pat Kennedy 
Ben Bernie Orch 
Colosimos 
Alvira Morton 
Henrique & Peggy 
Chickie Stanley 
June Howe 
Jimmy Meo Orch 
Edgewater Beach 
Irene Taylor 
Jance Vance 





NEW YORK CITY 


Aida Ward 
Cora La Redd 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 


Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 

Wells M’rd’cai & T 
Bailey & Wilson 


Bernice Short 


Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 


Norman Astwood 


H’'llyw’'d Restaur’t 


Doris Eaton 
Harriet Hilliard 


Folies Bergere G'ls 
Frank Hazat d 
Dolores Ray 

3 Speeds 

Caesar & Mimi 
Al Katz & Kittens 
Oakland’s Terrace 
Calif Ramblers 


Burns & Swanson 
Sylvia & Lee 
Frances Mildren 
Keller Sis 

Ada Winston 
Gertrude Niesen 
Georgie Tapps 
Snooks Ramblers 


Rainbow Inn 
Chris Pender 
Miliard & Anita 
Diana Deering 
Bobby De Fay 
Mildred Jay 


Show Place 
Sammy Walsh 
Sylvia Miller 
Eddie Joyce 
Val Vesto 
Kitty O'’Dare 
Sydney Hawkins 
Mildres & Maurice 
Jean St John 
Betty & Andre 
Rita White 

Village Barn 
Lou Fink 
Chick Kennedy 


Texas Redheads 
Hollywood Horse 
Josh Medders 
Riley & Comfort 
Fred Byron 
Chester Gunnels 
Dave Abram’s Or 


CHICAGO 


Dusty Roades 
Jarlan Hasberg 
Stanley Jacobson 
Hal Redus 
Jimmy O'Keefe 
Charlie Agnew Or 
Frolics 
Jack Waldron 
Rome & Dunn 


iypsy Rhoumje 
Nellie Nelson 


Vercelle Sis 
Ted Cook Orch 
Grand Terrace 


Maude Russell 
Vivian Brown 
Jennie Dancer 
Harold Reed 
Earl Hines Orch 
Parody Club 
Karyl Norman 
Art West 
Leon LaVerde 
Pearl Knight 
Vaughn Sis 


Jerry Green 

Vin Conley Orch 
Paramount Club 
Billie Carr 


Ivon Morrow 
Patsy & Mickey 
Peggy Moore 
Helen Naife 
Sid Lang Orch 
Rubaiyat 
Walter Hastings 
Phil Valanie 
Eddie South Orch 
Vanity Fair 
Joe Lewis 
Hazel & Klatoff 
Etta Reed 
Ercelle Sis 
Pauline Belleau 
Leo Wolf Orch 


Winter Garden 
Dorothy Thomas 
Bob Keith 
Bob Harthun 
Buddy Clark 
Maurlene & Norva 
May Joyce 
Mary Lee 





Follies of Pleasure 


Hollywood Honeys— 
Innocent 

Leap Year 
Legs and Laughter 


Girls—Ro 


Parisian Beauties—G 
Saucy Bits—L. O, 
Silk Sto 
2th Ce Girls 
Watson Show—Star, 
Whir'y Girlie Show 


n°ury 





Son, 


Chick Chick Girls—L, 


Girls from the Follies—Cameo, 


Maids—Trocadero, 


Midnight Maidens—L 


king Revue- 


Wine Women and s« 





Emil De Salvl Gus Arnhe Orch 
. 
Columbia Wheel 
Week Feb. 18. 
California Beauties~Empire, Toronto, 


oO. 

Lyric, Bridgeport. 
Cleveland. 
Wash 


yayety, ington, 


ute No, 1 


Hudson, Union City 

oO. 

ayety, Baltimore 

Gayety, Buffalo 
-Empire, Newark, 
Brooklyn 

Howard, Bos 
ng—Orpheum, Pater- 


Philadelphia. 





Spokane 





(Continued from page 62) 


got his start here under Roy 
Boomer. 
RKO Orpheum opened. strong 


with vaude and pict., ‘Panama Flo, 
Feb. 5. House had been without 
acts for more than a year. Homer 
Gill, Northwest manager from Se- 


attle, here for opening. 

The Liberty has followed the 
State (Universal) with a 35-cent 
top. Two changes of week on 
straight film programs for both 
house This leaves Fox and RKO 


the two top houses in the ciiy. 


Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 


Max Halperin Lenting by wearing 
Xmas ties. 
Clarence 
theatre lads, 
For 29c all you can eat ata 
street cafeteria. 
Shubert revives Feb. 
of ‘Smiling Faces.’ 
Henry 
stay at 


Bell comic valentined 
Vine 
22 with week 


Busse’s 


Netherland 


band in record 


Plaza. 


Jack Albin orchestra at Gibson 
for fifth week and building. 
Plenty talent facing mikes for fan 


mail and hope to land commercials. 
Harry Spindler heroed by averting 


suicide of 19-year-old girl in park 
lake. 

Jimmy (Dad) Murray to Mil- 
waukee for reunions and celebra- 


tions. 

George M. 
Friendly Sons of St. 
March 17. 

Stagehands 


Cohan to orate at 
Patrick dinner 


and musici. ns among 

those holding paper souvenirs of 

Arthur Casey stock wrap at Cox. 
Suit dry cleaned and pressed, with 


half dozen bottles of Coca-Cola 
added, for four bits at a downtown 
shop. 

Fred Toy blew RKO p.a. spot. 
Succeeded by Leon Benson, whose 
dad, Rudy, filled job under former 
Libson control. 

Jack Horgan and C. C. Schiffler, 
opposish ~.otel managers and sing- 
ers, piped afront Max Fisher's 


combo and Pathe sound cameras. 

‘Living Music Day’ forte. Cause 
proclaimed by mayor and plugged in 
‘Times-Star’ ad tieup with 17 stores, 
where A. F. of M. boys blasted 
gratis. 

‘Enquirer's’ three-week 
tion campaign, in which everybody 
on payroll hustled, added 2,000 or- 
ders. Bill Wiley kept score and 
dished out $700 in prizes. 


ee 


Portland, Me. 


By Hal Cram 


subscrip- 





Playhouse folds. 

Winter still missing. 

Just a touch of winter. 
‘ + oe Edwards Players at Jefferson 
old. 

Few days ago two stocks here, to- 
day none, 

Anglim may take Playhouse com- 
pany on road, 

Only one stock left, but who can 
tell when 

Vaudeville and pictures still pack 
‘em at Keith's. 





Cedric A. Foster new Portland 
theatre manager, 

Mae Edwards Players resume 
stock at Jefferson, 


H. S. Skillin elected head of Jef- 
ferson Workshop for 1932. 


Jack Sharkey here past week 
feels cocksure of June win. 
New Aroostook and Augusta 


radio stations in operation. 

Lieber Players in for Yiddish play 
one night only at Jefferson, 

New broadcasting stations at Au- 
gusta and in Aroostook county to go 
on the air soon. 

Correspondent writes in 
who is this small town 
called Winchell. 

“arl Carroll's representative here 
looking over Bart Crawford of Mae 
Edwards Players 

Charlie “vans of WCSH to go to 
Manchester as manager of the new 
broadcast station. 

James Hall, movie 
neither interviews nor 
got them both here. 


asking 
gossiper 


likes 
-ather, 


star, 
cold y 


Talk of a new theatre here is a 
lot of hooey. City is already over- 
seated, even with three theatres 
closed, 

San Antonio 
By W. E. Keys 

No winter at all, 

Flo Lewis got attention from 
papes. 


Pat O'Brien takes over sports desk 
for ‘News.’ 
Marjorie Glaze 
tion director. 
Crazy Quilt’ 
tune of a $6,900 
Skeeter Kell's 
its kind in years, 


now a city recrea- 
packed them in to 
house at muny. 

tent show, first of 
showing currently 


O. De Caillet, Chi cartoonist, here. 
Shares same cubicule with Les Ket- 
ner. 

I. Victor goes from Majestic to 
Sacks Amusement Co. He'll peddle 


foreign and 
Jolson's 


negro 


‘Wor 


films. 


ider Bar,’ Shuberts’ 


—=—= 


‘Student Prince’ and Hampden's 
‘Cyrano’ have tentative dates, 
Frank King, creator of Gasoling 
Alley, here briefly on tour of south. 
west ‘picking up stuff for strip. 
Jeff Davis now does an about, 
town column for ‘Light’ in addition 
to rewrite duties. It’s well liked. 
sob =6Lee’s Confederates draw 
nicely at Blue Willow Inn, roadhougse 


that renewed dancing policy aftep 
long lapse. 
Herman Waldman and Hank 


both to Houston 
competition 
stands at 


Biagini 
where 
their 


hostelries 
Started here by 
Gunter and Plaza 


will be continued 

At request of M-G-M, Randolph 
Field, the air corps’ training enter 
is making stills on details of stue 
dent life, buildings, uniforms. ete 
indicating picture of training life is 


coming 


Bands and Orch. 


(Continued from page 55) 
Turcotte, 


N. H 


Geo., 90 Orange St., Man: 


hester, 
ester, 


Turnham, Edith, Oaks Tavern, L. A, 
U 
Ullrich, Frank, Roney Plaza H., Miami, 
Unell, Davis, Alabam C., Chi. 
Vv 
Valente, Val., Marquards C., S. F 


Vailee, Rudy, Pennsylvania H., N. Y. @ 


Van Cleef, Jimmy, 41 Paterson St., New 
Brunswick, N. J. 

Van Steedes, Peter, White’s R., N. Y, CG 
Voorhees, Don, 325 W. 45th St., N. Y, 0% 
WwW 
Wadsworth Wheeler, Terrace Gardens, 


Chicago, 


Wagner, Sol, Embassy C., Chicago, 





Walker, Gene, Sea Breeze Beach C.,, Long 
Beach, N. Y. 
Waring’s Penna, c-o J. O'Connor, Hame 


« 
Bldge., N. 


merstein T. oe 
Watkins, Sam, Peabody H., Memphis. 
Weber, Thogs., Beverly Hills H., severly 
Hills, Cal 
Weeks, Anson, Mark Hopkins H.,, L. A, 
Weems, Ted, Rice H., Houston. 
Wendt, Geo., Roof Garden C., 8. F, 
Welch, Roy, Fulton-Royal, B’klyn, 


Werner, Ed., Michigan T., 


Detroit. 


Wesley, Jos., 317 12th Ave., Milwaukee. 

Wetter, Jos., 617 Adams Ave., Scranton 
Pa, 

Whidden, Ed, 125 Dikeman St., Brooklyn, 


Whiteman, Paul, Shea's Hippodrome, 
Y 


Buffalo, N. ° 

Wilkins, Don, West Coast T., Long Beach, 
Cal. 

Williams, Ralph, Music Box C., Chicaga 

Williamson, Ted., Isle of Palms H,, 
Charleston, S. C 

Wilson, Billy, Du Pont H., Wilmington. 

Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardens, Toledo, 

Wilson, F., Marcell Country Club, Pasae 
aena 

Wilson, Meredith, Station KFRC, S&S. F. 

Winebrenner, W. S., 267 Frederick St., 
Hanover, Pa. 

Wineland, Sam, KF WR, Hollywood, 


Wittstein, Eddie, New Haven. 

Wolf, Leo, Vanity Fair C., Chicago. 
Wolfe, Rube, Boulevard T.,, L. A. 
Wright, Joe, Silver Slipper C,, S. F. 
Wolohan, Johnny, E! Patio B. R., S&S. 
Wright, Joe, 410 Mills Blde., S. F. 
Wunderlich, F., 1587 E. 19th St., Bklym 
Wylie, Allister, Coronado H., St. L. 


z 


Arabian Knights, 
Mich, 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mall to 
VARIETY Adéress Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 


Zooper'’s 
Cass Lake, 


Keego Harbor, 





| 








Carter Bros 
Chambers Albert B 
Cherurg Miss 


Rafael David 
Van Wagoner LA 


Deonga Thelma Whittamore H 
Donahue Joseph 
Donnelly Donn 
CHICAGO OFFICE 
Brent Charles Va.. Keller & Dus’ 
Verovell Mme 


McKinney David W 


Walton Mary 





Ohlmeyer Charles 








Ballroom Manager 


Chicago Man with good appear- 
ance capable of handling crowds an 
with a big carrying voice. Ballroom 


managing experience preferred, Please 
state salary and experience. Apply 
letter only. 

BOX 493—VARIETY 


Woods Bldg., Chicago, TIL. 











DOROTHEA ANTEL 
316 W. 72d St.. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 


GREETING CARDS 
For All Occasions 














— 





The ceading and 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTOR 
in the Uniter States 
[he only factory _ that 
makes any set of Reed? 

made by hand 


Guerrini & Co. 

277-278 Columbu: Ave 

San Francisco Ca 
Bree Catalogues 


——a— 
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CIRCUS BATTLE OFF; 
— SELLS ALONE IN CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Sells-Floto won out in the local 
¢ndoor circus battle that was waged 
between the Coliseum and Stadium. 
After the latter outfit decided on 
pringing in an opposition show to 
s-F, to play day and date, an amic- 
able adjustment between the two 
factions was made, with the Sta- 
dium calling off its own circus un- 
til after S-F ge-s out of town. 

S-F will open as per schedule on 
April 16 for a 10-day engagement. 
Last year the Stadium opposed the 
Ringling show with the European- 
Olympia indie circus. 

Understood that the Stadium 
bondholders became nervous at the 
last moment at the thought of the 
heavy expense involved. 





Mexico’s Hoodoo Circus 


Mexico City, Feb. 12. 

Hard luck is still dogging Frank 
Beas, owner of the Beas Model Cir- 
eus. Fire, said to have been caused 
by a short circuit, did damage to 
property of the show estimated at 
around $1,200. Blaze broke out 
after the last night performance in 
the show’s tents in a lot here. No- 
body was hurt. 

Show was practically wiped out 
and 30 employees were killed in 
blaze caused by a train wreck while 
the circus was traveling, 18 months 
ago. 

Beas had 
of his show 
h-re while 
eharge and 


to cancel a performance 
in the National Stadium 
police investigated his 
that of Arthur B. Pro- 


skawer, Stadium concessionaire, 
that two men had _ maliciously 
damaged the Stadium and circus 
equipment. 


ROBINSON BROS. SELL 
Long Peach, Cal., Feb. 15. 
Robinson Bros. Shows has been 
bought by Harry A. Phillips. 
Previous owner Clarence , 
Parker. 


Stooge’s Diary 


(Continued from page 57) 
Clem was out, so I gave her a kiss 
and a pinch. She laughed. 

I saw the vaudeville at the Or- 
pheum and there was a banjo play- 
er, very good. He played St. Louis 
Blues swell and I practiced it until 
pop made me cut it out. The banjo 
player had on 7 white shirt and tan 
face and looked real clean. 





Wednesday. 
Mr. Clem at the store bawled me 
out for practicing on the banjo, the 
mutt. Some day Ill wrap 10 pounds 
liverwurst around his neck. 





Thursday. 
Oh, boy! This liary brought me 
luck! 

I went to see the new show at 
the Orpheum i.nd I got all set to go 
on the stage. I'm ripe! 

I'm going to work for Lou Clay, 
he’s a comedian and he has two 
fellows who come up on the stage 
from the audience. One of the fel- 
lows went crazy, Mr. Clay told me 
later, and I get the crazy fellow’s 
job. 

Tt all happened so funny I was 
surprised. Mr. Clay came out on 
the stage dressed like a magician in 
a black suit with shiny labels and 
he asked for people to come up on 
the stage and look into a casket 
that was on a platform. I found 
later the two fellows always used 
to come up then but I thought he 
meant it and went up with the fel- 
low that works for Mr. Clay. They 
both seemed like they didn’t want 
me at first, but I went to look in 
the casket and I tripped and fell 
into it. Everybody laughed. 

I found out later from Mr. Clay 
that the fellow that went crazy used 
to do that only they had to tell him 
to do it. . 

After they got me out of the cof- 
fin the other fellow looked in it and 


Started arguing with Mr. Clay, say- | 


ing he was a fake. 
Slapped Mr. Clay in 
everybody laughed. Then Mr. Clay 
slapped him and he slapped Mr. 
-— They kept it up. Finally Mr. 
ay shoved the man into the coffin 


All at once he 
the face and 


and closed the lid and then knocked | 


Ht all to 








pieces and the man was 
fone. Mr. Clay brushed his hands 
- smiled like he was glad, but all | 
al gnce something dropped from 
, .’e and it was a dummy, only it 
~OKed like the other man. It fell 
right on Mr. Clay, and he started 


| it, that I'm a stooge, and she was so 
|happy, but the old man sneered at 





i know where we.go from there. 


fighting with it and I rushed over to 
help him. We had a swell time. We 
did lots more stuff. Mr. Clay made 
me come out and bow with him and 
the people clapped for me, It sure 
felt swell. 

Then Mr. Clay took me into his 
dressing room and talked to me, and 
I'm going to get $25 a week when 
we work. I am hired already and 
I’m not going to the store tomorrow. 
Nuts to Mr. Clem, 

I got to quit so I can practice on 
my banjo. 





Friday. | 


I’m having a swell time. I fell | 
into the coffin and did the other] 


stuff today and people clapped. I 
asked Mr. Clay what I should call 


| 
| 
} 
’ 
myself, a plain actor or a funny| 


actor, and he told me I am a special | 
kind of actor that they calla stooge. | 
He told me how to spell it and I} 


wrote it down. I rushed over to] 
Lettie’s house and told her all about 


me. 

When the old man left the room 
Lettie said now we could be married 
because I’m getting $25 per week. 
but Lexplained about how expensive 
She cried some- 





it is to be a stooge. 


thing terrible and I had to neck her} 
for a while. I told her I'd come back 
as soon as I was a big success, 


maybe in a couple of months, Bnd 
we'd get married in style and move 
to New York. She acted like she 
was afraid I will forget. I kissed 
her some more and ran back to the 
Orpheum and fell into the coffin. 
She’s a fine kid, a swell build, and 
I'll miss her cooking. 


Mom and Pop almost died when 


they heard about me acting, and 
Mom ecried and Pop said he was 
afraid no good would come of it. 


But I talked to them and told them 
when I got real rich I'd buy a big 
house on Broadway in New York for 
them. Finally Mom stopped crying 
and told me Mr. Clem called up and 
asked why I didn’t show up today, 
and I was fired. Poo! 

Mr. Clay and us leave town to- 
morrow night and we start all over 
again in Joliet Sunday. He don't 





I don’t care. 


Saturday. 
This is between times I fall in the} 


| coffin ana I got my stuff packed and | 


| I cried, I couldn’t help it, and Mom 





i 


just said good-bye to Mom and Pop. 


cried and told Mr. Clay to take good 
care of me. 

The other stooge, his name is Joe 
Thomas, he looked like it was funny 
to him when Mom and I cried. I 
don’t like him. I only have been a 
stooge a couple of days and I’m bet- 
ter than he is. Lettie was in, too, 
and cried, and I promised her I'd be 
back soon. I almost quit being a 
stooge, I felt so sorry about leaving 
her. But first of all a stooge has 
got to think about his future. 

We are driving to Joliet in Mr. 
Clay's car, the other stooge and Mr. 
Clay and me. Mr. Clay gave me $2 
spending money because he said he 
better hold the rest for me. 

Boy, I'm happy! Bon revaur! 





C. E. BRAY DIES OF 
HEMORRHAGE IN N. Y. 


Col. Charles E. Bray, 72, veteran 
showman, died suddenly of a cere- 
bral hemorrhage early Sunday (14) 
in his apartment at the Astor hotel, 
New York. He is survived by his 
wife and a brother. 

Col. Bray came out of the Span- 
ish-American war a captain and 
later acquired the title of Colonel 
by appointment to the staff of the 
Governor of Louisiana. Thirty 
years ago he was vice-president and 
general manager of the Orpheum 
circuit and -was the first to import 
big foreign acts. 

He handled most of the real es- 
tate operations of the old Orpheum 
when it was expanding in rivalry 
with the B. F. Keith interests. He 
built the Palace in Chicago, Pal- 
ace in New Orleans and the Or- 
pheums in San Francisco and Los 
Angeles. Subsequently he became 
general manager of the western end 
of the circuit making his headquar- 
ters in Francisco with Morris 
Meyerfeld and full charge 
of operations Salt Lake. 

Bray had trips around 
the world it was during these 





San 
having 
west of 
made 12 


ana 


travels that _he introduced the Or- 
pheum-Bray travelogs, film travel 
series. Out of his taste for globe 


trotting he became interested in 
the Martin Johnsons, and it was he 
who bankrolled their trips into the 


African interior from which they 
returned with jungle and savage 
life films. 

He was born in Salem, Mass., 


where his brother is still curator of 
the Marine museum. His last ac- 
tive employment was as supervisor 
of the building of the NVA Sana- 
torium in Saranac, N. Y. 

It was the showman’s wish that 
he be cremated and his ashes scat- 
tered on the sea, 





Stone’s Mother Dies 

Mrs. Clara Stone, mother of 
Fred and wife of Fred P. 
Stone, old time western pioneer, died 
at her home in Freeport, L. I., Feb. 
5 ‘Smiling Faces,’ playing in 
Washington, was closed while the 
comedian hurried to his home. Ser- 
vices were held Saturday (13). 

Mrs. Stone is survived by her 
husband, two sons, Fred and Paul, 
and a brother-in-law, Andrew 


Stone. 


Stone 





Pay As You Go Books 
Nice, Feb. 5. 

New hedging gag of publishers is 
to sign author. for three vols in as 
many years, advancing £1,000 a 
vol. If first fails to clear the ad- 
vanced mille, the difference is to be 
chiseled from the second mille. 


Authors are  balking, insisting 
that if a publisher can't clear 


£1,000 in royalties in a year, the 
tie-up is a flop either way and in 
the interest of both parties had bet- 
ter be cancelled. 





Inside Stuffi—Pictures 


(Continued fr 


om page 64) 


Device is claimed to make the entire reproducing equipment better 


attuned to frequencies not being picked up by the present method. 


date has been set for the marketing 
determined, 


No 
because a sale price has yet to be 


—_—___— 


Plug for Fox male players is contained in ‘She Wanted a Millionaire 


Scene shows several girls in bathin 
passes, 

Talk veers to the film capitol an 
favorites. None of them can think of 
Farrell, Will Rogers or James Dunn, 


g when a train, Hollywood bound, 


1 the girls discuss their respective 
anyone but Warner Baxter, Charles 


First National's Coast studio publicity department gave Hollywood a 


giggle when a mimeograph blurb reporting an exploitation stunt at 
Warners’ Hollywood theatre referred to Gene Dennis throughout the 
siory as ‘Ruth St. Dennis, noted psychic,’ and said she had ‘amazed 


Professor Einstein. 


There are two Joe Quittners, both 
is Joe in Connecticut, however, who 
house in Brooklyn. 


exhibitors. It 
business via a 


of whom have been 


is going back to the 








The other Joe is staying out and sticking to law. These two Quittners | 
happen to be cousins, 

Demand for something different in the way of press books finds Warner 
Bros. with a novel type campaign arrangement, It’s pound at the top 
with leaves turning over as with legal documents. 

It is printed only on one side to pe exhibitors to clip it part 

Election of officers of the Chicago operators’ union will be held Marcl 
17. following nominations two weeks earlier. No opposition to the present 
ticket, headed by Tom Maloy, is expected. 

New term will be for five years as p ious] 

RKO-Radio sales house organ, ‘Tita? hee ‘ ed te ] ‘ 
In view of merging of R » and RKO-} e, né of the org 
been changed to ‘Radio-Patl Titan.’ 


. . 
Music Man Dies 

Chicago, Feb. 15, 
Clayton F. Summy, 79, head of a 
music publishing company here for 
40 years, died of heart disease at 

his home in Hinsdale, Il, Feb 10. 
Summy came from Pennsylvania, 
starting here as an instructor in 
the old Hershey School of Music 
back in 1877. Later he went with 


Lyon & Healy after which he en- 
tered the sheet music business, 
He is survived by his widow 


and two doughters. 


Mahu, Band Man, Dead 


Chicago, Feb. 15, 
Mahu, 72, former or- 
chestra leader, died of carbuncle 
operation at St. Elizabeth's hospital, 
Bellville, D11., Feb. 10. 

Coming here from Europe in 1884 
he organized the Mahu concert or- 
chestra which toured this country 
for 16 years. In recent years Mahu 
was practically retired, residing it 


Alphonse 


Lebanon, lIll., where burial took 
place. 
Widow and two adopted sons 
survive, 


OUTDOOR SHOWMAN DEAD 
Birmingham, Feb. 15. 

Parker J. Donegan, outdoor show- 
man, died last week at Meridan, 
Miss., after an illness of 18 months. 
He was former owner of Donegan 
Shows, Inc. 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Ethel 
Donegan, of Los Angeles, and sev- 
eral brothers and sisters. 





PNEUMONIA TAKES MARTIN 


Tony Martin, 41, vaudeville actor, 
died from double pneumonia at the 
French Hospital, New York, Feb. 8. 

Martin was working in vaudeville 
as a comedian for about 15 years. 
His last act was as the team of 
Moreno and Martin. 





DEATH TAKES LA JESS 
Providence, Feb. 15. 

Theodore LaJess, 60, who played 
in vaude for 40 years, died Feb. 7 at 
his home in Ware, Mass. 

LaJess born in Troy, N. Y. 
He is survived by his widow and a 
brother, Joseph. 


was 


BELASCO’S SISTER DIES 
San Francisco, Feb. 15. 
Mrs. Sarah Mayer, 76, sister of 
the late David Belasco, died at her 
home here last week. 
Surviving are a son and three 
brothers, all of whom live here, 





Aged Actress Dies 
Mrs. Clara Miller, mother of Har- 
lan Briggs, and herself an actress 
for many years, died in the Staten 
Island Hospital Feb. 7. 
Interment in Actors’ Fund plot in 
Kensico. 





Operation Fatal 
Mrs. Dorothy Bruguler 
City hospital, Newark, N. 
10, following an operation. 
services were held from 
on Saturday. 


died in 
J.. Feb. 
Funeral 
her home 


As a child actress she was known 
as Baby Dorothy and later played 
in stock under her own name. She 
is survived by her husband, Arthur, 
and a son, George, 





Dr. A. H. Balliet, of Allentown, 
Pa., died at his winter home in St. 
Petersburg, Fla., of diabetes, 

Dr. Balliet, one of the most ac- 
tive officials in the Allentown, 
(Pa.) Fair organization, was also 
a leading racing man in regard to 
trotting 


horses, 
Bert Carpenter, 52, stock actor, 
died in New York, Feb. 13, in the 
N. V. A. Club. He is survived by a 
sister. Interment in Kensico, 


John McKenzie-Rogan, 76, Eng- 


lish bandmaster, died in London 
Feb. 11. He led the band at Queen 
Victoria's jubilee ani again at her 
funeral, played for King Edward, 
and at the coronation of King 
George, 

Mother, 61, of Haven and Earl 
MacQuarrie, Hollywood agents, died 


in Hollywood Jan. 24 of diabetes, 


Georges Noblet, 82, died in Monte 
Carlo, where he had retired since 
20 hile ! time been ons 
the popular Frens con 
edians. 
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Edgar Wallace Dead; 
200 Novels, 23 Plays 
In Amazing Career 





Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Edgar Wallace, 56, English novel- 
ist and playwright, died here Feb, 


10 of double pneumonia. A world 
figure as the producer of more fic- 
tion, mainly mystery novels, than 
any other contemporary’ writer. 
Wallace died as he had lived and 
worked, swiftly. He complained of 
a cold the Saturday before he 
passed away, was in bed with in- 


fluenza on Monday with this devel- 


oping into pneumonia the following 


day. 

Born in the London slums his 
schooling ended at 10, when he 
started selling papers. At 18 he en- 
listed in the English army during 
the Boer War and began writing 
while in South Africa, encouraged 
by Rudyard Kipling. All his life 
he was an omniverous reader of 
military and tactical books, 

Buying his discharge from the 


army, he covered the remainder of 
the war as correspondent for Reut- 
er’s and the London ‘Daily Mail.’ 
Then he founded the ‘Rand Daily 
Mail,’ the first English newspaper 
in South Africa. Here he started 
writing adventure and mystery 
stories, perfecting a fluidity of pro- 
duction that brought him at the top 
of his profession in quantity of 
work. 
Six Play Record 

Mr. Wallace wrote 23 plays, the 
last being ‘The Green Pack,’ which 
opened at Wyndham’s theatre in 
London, the night before he died. 
Best known to American audiences 
was Wallace’s ‘On the Spot.’ At 
one time he had six plays running 
simultaneously in London. 


Wallace was president of British 
Lion Films and was under contract 
to Radio Pictures at the time of his 
death. Studio had just accepted 
his third original since his arrival, 
Dec. 1, and he was working on an- 
other, ‘The Soul Hunter,’ when he 
died. The first, ‘The Beast,’ is be- 
ing filmed now, and ‘The Man with- 
out a Face,’ and ‘The Table,’ are 
in the process of film treatment. 
The Friday preceding his death he 
had discussed with David O, Selz- 
nick the possibility of his directing 
one of his originals. 

List of his novels runs well over 
200. In addition Wallace wrote ar- 
ticles on a multiplicity of subjects, 
including horse racing, since he was 
an enthusiast and owned one of the 
largest stables in England. Wallace 
became known over here as ‘the 
demon typewriter.’ 

He is survived by his wife, Ethel 
Violet Wallace, and four children, 
two boys, 26 and 15 years old, and 
two girls, 24 and eight. 

Memorial services were held at 
Pierce Bros., Los Angeles., Feb. 11, 
the body being sent to England for 
interment. 


MED SHOWMAN GONE 
Dallas, Feb. 15. 

John H. Gassaway, 78, pioneer of 
the medicine show in Texas, died 
here last week. 

Gassaway spent the last 35 years 
barnstorming this section on the 
musical liniment wheel. 





Bernard Smith, 70, discouraged 
over unemployment, leaped from 
the window of his fifth floor apart- 
ment Friday (12). He had been 
out of work since Aug. 1930. 

Survived by his widow, 
on the stage as Ada West. 


known 


Frenenh 
Marseilles, 


Paul Casanova, of the 


Paramount branch in 


France, was killed in a motor ac- 
cident on the Riviera. <A _ truck 
drove full speed into the car in 


which he rode, resulting in instant 
death. 





Fredk. B. Swanson, 59, musician 
and entertainer, died in New Lone 
don, Conn., last week. At one time 
he conducted an orchestra with G. 


T. Shepard, 














IN MEMORY 


ERWIN CONNELLY 


eb. 15, 1931 


HONORABLE WU 








ei GCI saeco bo tabi ny AIT ey Git R OC a oF 











Af 


80 VARIETY Tuesday, February 16, 1932 - 























c_ en ee 2 a non = 


S tarring 


JACK HOLT 


in a thrilling, fast-moving story—playing 
a role that fits him like a glove — giving 
a performance that will hold them tense 
from start to finish! 


BORIS KARLOFF 


(Star of ‘‘Frankenstein’’) 


The man who made America “monster- 
minded”. The biggest draw in years— 
more terrible— more menacing than in his 
previous best performance. 


CONSTANCE CUMMINGS 


Lovely foil against a sinister background 
of stark horror. 







Directed by 
JOHN FRANCIS DILLON = 
} From the story “in The Secret Service” © 
Story, Adaptation and Dialogue by = 

Jo Swerling 
Continuity by Dorothy Howell 
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